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INDEX 
TO THE 
DEBATES AND PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


, 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 


VOLUME III. 


* 


A. 


Accobxrs ;—of the total net produce of taxes for one year, ending 
July 5, 1797s diſtinguiſhing each quarter; and diſtinguiſhing alſo the 
duties impoſed in 1793, 4, 5, 6, and 7; 232 —of the net produce of 
the permanent taxes which Labfided previous to January 2 791, for 
one year ending January 5, 1797, 239 - Account, ſnewing how money 
given for the ſervice of the = I — has been diſpoſed of, diſtin- 
guiſhed under the ſeveral heads until OR. 26, 1796, and the parts re- 
maining unſatisfied, with the eſtimated ſurplus thereupon, 24@—Ac- 
count of the income of, and charges upon, the conſolidated fund, in 
the quarter ending July 5, 1796, 253—of the ſame, for the quarter 
ending Oct. 10, 1796, 261—of the ſame, for the quarter ending Ja- 
nuary 5, 1797, 272—of the ſame, for the quarter ending April 5, 1797, 
283—of the ſame, for the quarter ending July 5, 1797, 295—of the 
ſum granted out of the n fund for the ſervice of 1796, and 
the produce to ſatisfy the ſame, 305—of all additions which have been 
made to the annual charge of the public debt by the intereſt or annui- 
ties of any loan that hath been made, or annuities created, ſubſequent to 
the iſt of January 1793; and alſo. the produce of the ſeveral duties 
granted for defray ing the in reſpect of the ſame in the year end- 
ing January 5, 1797, 306—of all ſums of money granted by Pazlia- 
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| ment ſince Oct. 6, 1796, and expended before April 5, 1797, with 4 
{Þ ſtatement of the ſervices to which the ſame was applied, 313 —of the 
diſtribution of 2,500,000l. granted to His Majelty to defray any ex- 

traordinary expences which may be incurred for the ſervice of 1796, 

and to take ſuch meaſures as the exigency of affairs may require, paid 

by-the Paymaſter General of His Majeſty's forces, 314—of the amount 

of the bills accepted by the Treaſury in 1796, with the dates at which 

they were drawn payable, and the dates at which they were paid, 317— 

of the amount of Navy, Victualling, and Tranſport bills, regiſtered be- 

tween OR. 1, 1795, and OR. 27, 1796; with an eſtimate of the in- 

tereſt due thereon, 323—of the amount of Navy bills paid off, or 

which ſhall become due between Nov. 30 and Dec. 31, 1796, 324— 

28 of the debt of His Majeſty's Navy, as it ſtood on 31ſt Dec. 1796, 
li 3 the average rates of diſcount allowed on Navy, Victualling, 
Tranſport bills, between Oct. 1, 1795, and Oct. 27, 1796, 328— 

of the amount of outſtanding Ordnance debentures, 329 —of the ex- 

ce of ſervices performed by the office of Ordnance, not provided 

or by Parliament, with an account of the eſtimate of the charge of the 

office of ordnance for the year 1 97, 33e—of all bills drawn on the 
"Treaſury from the iſland of St. Domingo from the commencement of 

| the war to the lateſt period ſuch an account can be made out, 330—of 
| the deaths and caſualties in the Britiſh forces, and in the forces in 
Britiſh pay, in St. Domingo, from the commencement of the war to 

| Sept. 30, 1796, 331—of gold and filver monies coined in 1793, 4, 5, 
| and 6, 331—of outſtanding advances made by the Bank for the public 
3 ſervice, to March , 1797, with the amount of intereſt due on the 
ſame, 332 —of money received on the loans 1796, to OR. 1, 1796, 
335—of what ſums had been raiſed on the vote of credit, 1796, on 
the 1 Oct. 1796, 336—of the money received on the lottery 1796, 
on the iſt OR. 1796, 336—of the money iſſued on the land and malt 
tax 1796, 336—of the groſs net produce, and charges of management 
of the revenue,of the Poſt-office for three years to April 5, 1795, and 
one year's groſs produce, by eſtimate, to April 5, 1796, 337—of ſums 
paid during the year ending January 5, 1795, from the revenue of 
cuſtoms, on account of bounties for corn imported, or bounties for 
raiſing ſeamen, 338—of extraordinary expences of the army from Dec. 
| x > 1795, to Dec. 6, 1796, and not provided for by Parliament, 338— 
the — from the 7th to the 24th of Dec. 1796, both incluſive, and 

not provided for by Parliament, 360. 

Addreſs to the King for his ſpeech from the Throne, moved by Earl 
Bathurſt, 1— for his meſſage reſpecting the war with Spain, 19—for 
his meſſage reſpecting the negotiations for peace having been broken 
off, 29. for his meflage reſpecting the Order of Council iſſued to the 


Bank, Kc. 46— for his meſſage reſpeRing the mutiny of the ſea- 
45 men, 218, | 
wy Army Extraordinaries ; ee Accounts. 

p . - 1 * B. 


Bank; Debate on the addreſs to the K ing for his communication of the 
Order of Council reſpecting the Bank, 46—Debate on the Duke of 
Bedford's motion to inquire into the cauſes of the ſaid Order of Coun- 


eil, 66—Names of the Members of the Committee appointed to inquire - 


— 
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into the ſame, 73 - Debate on the reſolutions moved by the Duke of 
Bedford reſpecting the Bank, 161 - Account of advances made by the 
Bank for the public ſervice to Mach 9, 1797, with the intereſt thereon, 
332 —Rkeſolutions of the Bank Directors, with Mr, Pitt's reply, on the 
ſubjeR of the Imperial Loan, 333 - Report of the Committee of Se- 
crecy appointed to inquire into the cauſes which produced the Order 
of Council of Feb. 26, 1797, reſpecting the Bank, 368 — ee alſs 
Accounts, f | 


D. 


Debtors ; Converſation reſpecting them, 126. 
Domingo, St.— Ser Accounts. Fe 


IL. 


Jervis, Sir John; Earl Spencer moves the thanks of the Houſe to him for 
his conduct on the 14th February, 60—the thanks of the Houſe voted 


to the officers, &c. under his command, 65. 


Ireland; Debate on Lord Albemarle's motion for an inquiry into the 


naval defence of Ireland during the attempt at an invaſion, 74 De- 
bate on Lord Moira's motion reſpecting the diſcontents in Ireland, 97 


L. 
) 


Lanſdown, Marquis of ; a bill of indemnity brought in to relieve him 
from certain pains and penalties for having voted on a queſtion without 
taking the cuſtomary oaths in each new ſeſſion of Parliament, 59 

Lauderdale, Earl of, preſents a petition againſt the Earl of Errol's return 
as one of the ſixteen Peers for Scotland, 18—the Earl of Errol declared 
duly elected, 184 | 

Loan; Converſation reſpecting the loan of eighteen millions, 22—Debate 
on the ſecond reading, 23—on the third reading, 25 —0on the ſending 
a loan to Ircland, 159—on the ſecond reading of the bill, 150 See 
alſo Accounts, 


M. 
Militia ; Debate on the Supplementary-militia bill, 223 


Miniſters ; Lord Suffolk moves to addreſs His Majeſty to diſmiſs the firſt 


Lord of the 'Treaſury from his Councils, : 29 Debate on the Duke of 
Bedford's motion to addreſs the King to diſmiſs his Miniſters, &c. 184 


Minority, Liit of, on Lord Albemarle's motion for an inquiry into the 


naval defence of Ireland during the attempt at an invaſion, g6—on 
Lord Moira's motion reſpecting the diſcontents in Ireland, 115—on 
Lord Oxford's motion to addreſs the King for peace, 120 

Money, exportation of ; the Duke of Norfolk moves that no farther ex- 
portation of money ſhould take place without the conſent of Parlia- 
ment, . 43-=See allo Accounts. 


N. 


Navy; Converſation reſpecting the diſturbances in the navy, 148—De- 
bate on the bill to increaſe the pay of the ſeamen, 15 5—on the addreſs 
to the King for his meſſage reſpecting the mutiny of the ſeamen, 218 

Navy Bills; /ce Accounts. 


— a }... — — 8 
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3 O. 
Ordnance ; /e Accounts. 
Oxford, Earl of, complains of his motion having been taken from the 


Houſe, which prevented it being entered on the journals, 141 his ad- 
dreſs to the nation, and his proteſt on rejectiug his motion for peace, 


144 


P. 


Parliament; Lord Grenville introduces a bill to enable His Majeſty to 
call Parliament together in fourteen days, 222 

Peace; Debate on the addreſs to the King for his meſſage that the nego- 
tiation for peace had been hroken off, 2y—on Lord Oxford's motion to 
addreſs His Majeity for peace, 115 

Poſt- office; ſee Accounts. 

Proteſt of Earl Fitzwilliam againſt the addreſs to the King for his ſpeech 
from the Throne, 14—of the Earl of Oxtord on rejecting his motion 
for peace, {this proteft not entered on the journals, /. Oxford,] 144— 
on rejeRing the Duke of Bedford's motion to addreſs the King to dif- 
miſs his Minifters, 216 5 


Public Debt; ſãe Accounts. 
. 
Report; ſee Bank. 
4 
Scotch Militia Bill; Debate on it, 221 
Surgeons Corporation Bill; Counſel heard againſt it, 219 Debate on 
the third reading of the bill, 227. 
+ 


Taxes ; fee Accounts. 
Tranſport Bills; e Accounts. 


V. 


ViRualling Bills; /e Accounts, 
Vote of Credit; /e Accounts. 


Dn. 
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TO THE 


SPEAKERS NAMES. 


Abingdon, Earl of: 13, 42 

Albemarle, Earl of; 74 

Athol, Duke of; 155, 181, 195 

Auckland, Lord; 36, 39, 52, 91, 180, 204, 226, 230. 


Bathurſt, Earl, 1 5 
Bedford, Duke of; 21, 22, 28, 38, 42, 50, 51, 59, 61, 63, 64, 66, 69, 
72, 111, 113, 124, 125, 140, 147, 148, 153, 154, 156, 157, 158, 
159, 160, 161, 181, 183, 184, 190, 214, 216 
Boringdon, Lord; 120 
Briſtol, Biſhop of; 226. 
£ 


Carlifle, Earl of; 124, 138, 149, 226 
Chancellor, The Lord; ſee Loughborough 
Chatham, Earl of; 60 . 
Clarence, Duke of; 61, 65, 148 
Coventry, Earl of; 126. 


Daruley, Earl of; 72, 110, 114, 126, $14 7 
Derby, Earl of; 18, 19, 30, 35, 135, 137. 


Errol, Earl of; 19. 


Fauconberg, Earl of; 51, 70 
Fitzwilliam, Earl; 5, 14, 37, 42, 96, 103. 


Grafton, Duke of; 44, 46, 47, 48, 52, 145, 153, 157, 196, 209 

Grantley, Lord ; 231 

Grenville, Lord; 11, 14, 19, 20, 21, 24, 2, 29, 30, 42, 43, 44» 46, 47, 
48, 51,52, 59, 66, 68, 69, 72, 74, 93, 96, 100, 112, 118, 125, 131, 
138, 147, 148, 150, 151, 153, 154, I55, 158, 159, 161, 182, 209, 
212, 218, 219, 221, 222, 223, 226 


Guilford, Earl of; 10, 29, 39, 34 45» 49, 64+ 65, 69, 71, 91, 96, 106, 
121, 179, 201, 5 fed 


ä 
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Hawke, Lord; 226 
Hood, Lord ; 63. go 
Howe, Earl; 148, 149. 


Kenyon, Lord; 128, 223 
Kinnoull, Earl of; 13, 37, 134, 179, 184, 221. 


Lanſdown, Marquis of; 53, 58, 95, 107, 109, 119, 125, 134, 138, 
139, 206, 212 
Leeds, Duke of; 29, 30, 181, 212 


12238 Earl of; 36, 49, 103, 175 
Loughborough, Lord; 22, 40, 43, 58, 59, 63, 64, 73, 146, 157, 184. 
215, 226, 231. 


Moira, Earl of; 46, 74, 97, 104, 114, 126, 129, 137, 1, 154, 156, 
213 
Morton, Earl of; 119, 


Norſolk, Duke of; 22, 23, 24, 25, 28, 43, 44, 45: 52 551 bs, 68, 72. 
118, 119, 134, 221, 223, 225. 


Oxford, Earl of; 115, 122, 141. 


Rocheſter, Biſhop of; 141, 143, 220, 223, 226, 230 
Romney, Lord; 45, 130, 137, 201. 


Scarborough, Earl of; 93 

Sidney, Viſcount; 30, 73, 149, 156, 159, 190, 206, 226 

Spencer, Earl; 39, 42, 60, 63, 64, 65, 66, 78, 106, 121, 138, 148, 213 
Suffolk, Earl of; 129, 134, 143, 150, 151, 153, 155, 159, 205, 206 


/Thurlow, Lord ; 220, 227 
Townſhend, Marquis ; 108, 135, 143. 


Upper Offory, Earl of; 4. 


Warwick, Earl of; 126. 135 
Weſtmorland, Earl of; 206. 
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PROCEEDINGS axv DEBATES 


OF THE 


HOUSE or LORDS, 


In the FIRST SESSION of the 


Eighteenth Parliament of GREAT BRITAIx, 


Appointed to be holden at WESTMINSTER, 


On Tuespay, the 27th of SEPTEMBER, 1796. 


— 


Thurſday, October 6, 1796. 


Tu IS day, at half paſt two o'clock, His Majeſty came down to 
the Houſe in the uſual ſtate, and being ſeated on the Throne in his 
royal robes, Sir Francis Molyneux, Gentleman Uſher of the Black 
Rod, was deputed to defire the attendance of the Houſe of Com- 
mons ; and that body having appeared at the bar, His Majeſty was 
pleaſed to ſtate his reaſons for afſembling the Parliament in a moſt 
gracious ſpeech from the Throne— | 
| For which fee the proceedings of the Houſe of Commons.] 


His Majeſty and the Houſe of Commons then retired, and after 
the ſpeech had been read by the Lord Chancellor on the woolſack, 
and the Clerk at the table, 

Earl BATHURST roſe and ſaid, that at the ſame time he 
had to call upon their Lordſhips' attention, he had every reaſon to 
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requeſt their indulgence, as he found, that in addition to the embar- 
raſſments he laboured under from a diſfidence in his own abilities, 
the vaſt and intereſting importance of the ſubject on which he was 
about to offer a motion to their Lordſhips was of ſuch magnitude as 
to impoſe a much heavier weight on him than he feared he ſhould be 
able to ſuſtain in the manner he could wiſh. He had no doubt, 
inceed, but that the Houfe would be unanimons in agreeing to ad- 
dreſs His Majeſty, and to return their humble and fincere thanks for 
the gracious communication he had been pleaſed to make to them in 
the ſpeech juſt delivered from the T hrone ; but before he moved it, 
he begged leave to offer a few reaſons, which weighed conſiderably 
upon his mind, in cauſing him to form this concluſion. His Lord- 
ſhip took notice of the very arduous and important conteſt in which 
this country had for ſo many years been involved with the French. 
Various, he ſaid, had been the turns of fortune and the viciſſitudes 
of war ſince it firſt began; and as he was certain, every one who 
heard him was convinced that a ſafe and honourable peace, on a ſolid 
and permanent baſs, muſt be conſidered at this moment as an 
eſſential ſtep to the repoſe, not only of this country, but of all Eu- 
rope, he had not the ſmalleſt doubt but every noble Lord preſent 
would heartily join in returning thanks to His Majeſty for his moſt 
gracious information, that, engaged as we were in an arduous 
and difficult conteſt for the preſervation of all we held moſt dear, 
His Majeſty had omitted no endeavours for ſetting on foot negoti- 
ations for reſtoring peace and general tranquillity to Europe.” His 
Lordſhip then adverted to the meaſure which His Majeſty had 
aſſured the Houſe he had determined upon, of ſending a perſon im- 
mediately to Paris, empowered in the fulleſt manner to treat upon 
this ſubjeR, and faid, that it was certainly matter of congratulation 
to their Lordſhips, that an opening having been made to a direct and 
inſtantaneous negotiation, they had His Majeſty's royal aſſurance, 
that it was his anxious wiſh the meaſure might lead to the reſtoration 
of a general peace. At the ſame time he was ſure it would be to- 
tally unneceſſary for him to preſs upon their Lordſhips the neceſſity 
there would be, in caſe this negotiation ſhould fail in its effect, from 
the haughty demeanour, or extravagant terms which might be de- 
manded by the French Directory, to unite as one man; and by com- 
bining the great reſources of this country with that zeal, activity, 
and unanimity, which ſuch a ſituation would call forth, he had no 
doubt but we ſhould be able to repel every hoſtile attempt in as 
brave and gallant a manner as we had ever heretofore done. The 
noble Earl then went into a ſpirited eulogium on the ſkill and cou- 
rage of our nayal commanders, and the great exertions which had 
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been made bv them in every quarter of the globe. He next touched 
upon the ſcene of the war, as carried on upon the Continent, and 
the rapid and aſtoniſhing ſucceſſes of the enemy in the commence- 
ment of the preſent campaign. Succefſes, my Lords, faid he, 
which threatened at one time to overturn the whole long- tried and 
well-poiſed ſyſtem of the Germanic empire—Succefſes which 
threatened our great and good ally the Emperor even in his very 
capital ; and which have, at the ſame time, given him an opportu- 
nity of diſplaying a greatneſs of courage and conſtancy of mind 
under the moſt diſpiriting circumſtances, which redound in the 
higheſt degree to his honour, as a faithful ally, and which have 
proved, beyond a doubt, that his magnanimity of ſoul in the hour 
of the utmoſt danger, aided and aſſiſted by the unexampled bravery, 
zeal, and activity of the Archduke Charles, have, under the bleſſing 
of Heaven, been the means of ſaving the liberties and rights of the 
Germanic body, and will, I hope and truſt, prove a means of pro- 
ducing ſuch cool and temperate reflections in the minds of the 
French Directory, as may cauſe them to deſcend from thoſe haughty 
and extenſive pretenſions in which they might otherwiſe, perhaps, 
think themſelves juſtified in perſiſting. With regard to the hoſtile 
preparations and conduct of a certain Court, his Lordſhip faid, that 
as His Majeſty had informed the Houſe, he did not know the final 
reſult of the diſcuſſions to which they had led, it did not become 
him in that place to ſay any thing reſpecting them. He had no 
doubt, that whatever ſteps His Majeſty might hereafter be pleaſed 
to take in that buſineſs, would convey to all Europe additional 
proofs of His Majeſty's moderation and forbearance, and of his 
determination to defend the rights of Engliſhmen and the dignity 
of his Crown againſt every enemy. His Lordſhip then congratu- 
lated their Lordſhips on the flouriſhing ſtate of the manufactures, 
revenues, commerze, and general reſources of the country, which 
he doubted not would be found fully adequate to every neceſſary 
exertion, both by ſea and land; and alſo on the abundance of the 
late harveſt, which had removed thoſe diſtreſſes the poorer elaſſes of 
the people had for a long time paſt had to ſtruggle with, in conſe- 
quence of the great ſcarcity of corn, It was alſo matter of congra- 
tulation that the tranquillity of the country had been preſerved in- 
violate, and the views and intentions of thoſe who wiſhed to ſtir up 
anarchy and confuſion, had been in every reſpe& completely fruf- 
trated by the wiſdom and energy of the laws. His Lordthip con- 
cluded by an eulogium on His Majeſty, for his kind aſſurances of 
its being the with neareſt his heart to ſecure the proſperity of this 
country by an honourable peace, and o maintain inviolate the pri- 
B 2 
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vileges and liberties of his people. His Lordſhip then moved an 


addreſs, fimilar to what was moved in the * of Commons, and 
for which ſee their proceedings. 

The Earl of UPPER-OSSORY, in riſing to ſecond the addreſs; 
informed their Lordſhips that he ſhould engroſs but a ſmall portion 
of their time. If he had previouſly been inclined to occupy more, 
he ſhould have found it almoſt impoſſible to have done ſo after the 
clear and comprehenſive manner in which the noble Lord had juſt 


expatiated on the ſame topics. The few obſervations he had to 


make would not waſte much time, becauſe they were merely deſigned 
to impreſs ſome of the principal parts of His Majeſty's ſpeech upon 
their Lordſhips' attention. If His Majeſty had come down on the 
preceding day, he ſuſpected that an opportunity would not have then 
been offered for communicating what was now a predominant fea- 


ture of the ſpeech for their Lordſhips' conſideration, namely, that a 


negotiation had been ſet on foot for the reſtoration of peace He 
hoped and truſted, that this peace, if it ſhould be obtained, would not 
de partial, but comprehend in it the honour and ſecurity of our 
allies. He truſted alſo, that the iſſue of it would be favourable. It 
the iffue ſhould not be favourable, he conceived it would be owing 
rather to the hauglitineſs of the enemy than to any want of modera- 
tion on our part. But if the negotiation ſhould fail, he hoped it 
would, at leaſt, be productive of one good effect, and unite us all to 
compel the enemy by force of arms to ſubmit to reaſonable terms. 
The next obfervation he had to make was upon a leſs plcaſing ſub- 
ject: it was upon that part of His Majeſty's ſpeech which alluded 
to the projected deſcent of the enemy upon our coaſts. His Ma- 
zeſty had very properly treated ſuch a deſign with the contempt it 
deferved ; though in caſe any thing of that deſcription ſhould be 
attempted, he had very prudently hinted, that precautions would 
be neceſſary to prevent it, or turn jt to the confuſion of the enemy. 

His Majeſty next regarded the ſituation of affairs upon the Conti- 


nent — and here his Lordſhip thought it his duty to offer his tribute 


of applauſe, together with their Lordſhips and the Nation in general, 
to that Prince whoſe unſhaken honour -and fortitude had rendered 
him ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed. It was to his noble perſeverance 
and ſkilful conduct that we were now indebted.for thoſe auſpicious 


events which, under the direction of his brother, the gallant Arch- | : 
duke Charles, were likely to expedite the negotiation. It ſeemed Þ 


to him, that by the late military operations of that Prince two armies 
had been entirely defeated.” His Majeſty's next regard was to 
another power, upon whoſe conduct his Lordſhip was not able to 
e ee a oo ; but as he hardly knew how we ſtood 1 in re- 
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lation to that power, he deemed it prudent at preſent to be ſilent. 
His Majeſty had laſtly expreſſed his gratification at the late abun- 
dant harveſt, whereby the diſtreſſes of the labouring and manufac- 
turing part of the community had a proſpect of being ſpeedily re- 
lieved ; and as their Lordſhips knew the ſentiments of His Ma- 
jeſty's heart, they muſt be ſenſible that ſuch a relief would be to 
him a ſource of the higheſt ſatisfaction. His Lordſhip faid, he 
would not intrude upon their Lordſhips' patience any farther. He 
had touched but lightly on theſe ſubjects, becauſe they had been 
pointed out to their Lordſhips' attention before, and he preſumed 
only to recur to them again for the ſake of impreſſing them more 
ſtrongly. Thanking their Lordſhips therefore for the indulgence 
with which they had heard him, he concluded by ſeconding the 
motion for the addreſs. 

Earl FITZWILLIAM aſſured the Houſe, that it was always 
with a conſiderable degree of embarraſſment that he roſe to addreſs 
their Lordſhips, and that this embarraſſment was by no means 
lefſened on the preſent occaſion, as he did not know but in what he 
had to offer to the Houſe, he might probably ſtand by himſelf. Be 
that as it might, however, he found it neceſſary to his own feelings 
of what was right, to riſe then in order to give his oppoſition to 
the addreſs, and to requeſt the favour of their Lordſhips' attention, 
while he gave his reaſons for ſo doing. Their Lordſhips would re- 
colle&, that he had been an advocate for the war at its commence- 
ment, from an opinion of its neceſſity, and he was now confirmed 
more in the opinion of its necetlity, from the experience of a long 
ſeries of events. When the war commenced, it was aſked, whe- 
ther it would be prudent to draw the ſword, not only in the defence 
of an ally, but for the preſervation of the civil happineſs of Europe; 
and it was generally admitted, that it would not only be prudent but 
indiſpenſable. For their Lordſhips were to recollect, that the de- 
ſigns of the enemy tended to the deſtruction of every eſtabliſhed 
government, and the total ſubverſion of order in ſociety, and, as 
far as he was able to perceive, thoſe defigns had not yet been aban- 
doned. He had truſted, therefore, that he ſhould not have heard 
one word of a negotiation like that which had been mentioned, and 
was ſurprized to find ſuch expreſſions made uſe of as were common 
at the end of an ordinary war. When he found the addreſs pro- 
poſed by the noble Earl re-echoed to the Crown the vague and looſe 
expreſſions concerning that negotiation, without the leaſt attention 
to the grand principle on which the war commenced, he was con- 
ſtrained to declare that he ſhould ſtand in oppoſition to it ; for he 
felt it impoſſible to give it his concurrence. Ihe great object of 
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the war was the reſtoration of order, not with any regard to the in- 
ternal mode of government which the enemy might chuſe to adopt, 
but with regard to the influence of their external deſigns ; for at the 
commencement of the war their internal ſyſtem of government was 
not more dangerous than the preſent, but the influence of their opi- 
nions and deſigns externally was terrific. To reſtore order, to de- 
fend the civilized States of Europe againſt the dangers that threat- 
ened them, to protect perſons and property from a fatal devaſtation, 
and ſuppreſs the tendency of innovating and pernicious doctrines, 
were the oſtenſible objects of the war. Upon theſe principles their 
Lordſhips had engaged in the war, and upon theſe principles they 
had ſupported it. What then was the nature and the purport of 
the propoſed addreſs? Why it was neither more nor leſs than a re- 
commendation to His Majeſty to acknowledge and approve that 
ſyſtem he had formerly reprobated and oppoſed. If there were any 
wiſdom in negotiation now, the ſame wiſdom ſhould have been ma- 
nĩfeſted four years ago; for he defied any man to look back and 
ſay, that the ſame cauſes which exiſted then, and proved the neceſſity 
of the war, did not exiſt now. The ſyſtem of ſubverſion of every 
acknowledged principle and eſtabliſhed inſtitution continued ſtill to 
predominate. The wiſdom of the firſt meaſures which were adopted 
to oppoſe this dangerous evil he had always approved, and experi- 
ence had confirmed. What then was there now in the aſpe& of 
public affairs to require a deviation from a conduct ſanctioned by 
policy, and juſtified by events? Was the ſyſtem which had rouſed 
our attention and demanded our exertions now extinct ? or was it 
ſtill the rule by which the conduct of the enemy was directed? 
Their Lordſhips ought to compare the views of France at that 
period, with the plans which they proſecuted now. The great and 
powerful Governments of Europe were not the firſt who were at- 
tacked by the ſpirit of aggreſſion with which the enemy were ac- 
tuated, but the inferior and feeble ſtates had felt their overbearing 
influence and their ſubverſive authority. Such inſtances announced 
their intention, and ſucceſs was to afford the means of extending 
the application of their principles. Now we might obſerve the pre- 


_ valence of the ſame difpoſitions. They were avowed in repeated 


proclamations, in which their determination to overturn the eſta- 
bliſhed order of the countries to which they could diate, was re- 
newed. It was not their arms which he had to dread, but the ſyſ- 
tem by which their ſucceſs was accompanied. He begged their 
Lordſhips to conſider the inſtance of Sardinia, No ſooner was the 
King of Sardinia compelled to ſubmit to accept a peace from France, 
than it was ſuceceded by their interference in the internal Adminiſ- 
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tration of his Government. They inſiſted upon his reſtoring to 
their liberty and to their effects all the perſons who had been con- 
demned to impriſonment or to penalties for the propagation of their 
anarchical doctrines. At Rome they had ſignalized their triumph 
by impoſing the ſame degrading conditions. Were their Lordſhips 


4 prepared to ſubmit to ſuch indignities? Would they act even fo as 


to invite ſuch diſgraceful interference? Would they endure the 
badge of diſorder which the King of Pruſſia had allowed in his do- 
minions ?' In Berlin the ſtandard of inſurrection was reared, the 
national cockade was worn to attract partizans and propagate the 
principles of which it was the emblem, And were their Lordſhips 
prepared to allow the national cockade to be worn in this Country 
by every man whom the French Directory might chuſe to conſider 
as a Frenchman ? By arms alone theſe attempts and theſe diſgraces 
are to be reſiſted. To theſe and many ſuch evils their Lordſhips 
expoſed themſelves if they conſented to conclude any peace, and to 
form any connection with the enemies of eſtabliſhed government and 
of the moral and religious order of ſocicty. Whatever confidence 
might be repoſed in the affection, ſteadineſs, and loyalty of the peo- 
ple at home, what did their Lordſhips ſay to our diſtant poſſeſſions ? 
Were our colonies ſafe? Were the Weſt- India Iſlands in a ſituation 
in which we could rely upon their tranquillity * What had been the 
effect of the principles of France in her own ſettlements? What 
devaſtation had they not produced? What ravage had they not ex- 
tended to our own iſlands of St. Vincents and Grenada? The effect 
of their principles was, to overthrow all the barriers by which pro- 
perty was protected, and the tendency was realiſed by the practice 
which they purſued. Even in glancing over the proceedings of 
their legiſlative bodies this day he had found that one of their re- 
porters ſtates, that the ſale of the national property (that is, what 
was the property of individuals) is the pivot of the Revolution. If 
their Lordſhips were not diſpoſed to give up the ſecurity of their 
property, and to introduce that levelling ſyſtem, they would pauſe 
when they contemplated the ſerious conſequences with which the 
meaſures recommended would be accompanied. Were their Lord- 
ſhips prepared to ſubmit to the mandates of the Directory? At 
their command were they ready to let looſe all thoſe who had been 
doomed to puniſhment for the propagation of ſedition, and for at- 
tacks upon the Conſtitution of the country ? Were they. prepared 
to ſet at liberty Mr. York ? To recall from Botany Bay. the Jaco- 
bins who had been tranſported to that country? If they did not 
wiſh to involve this country in weakneſs, to ſtrip it of its energy and 


defence, they would pauſe before they proceeded. When they had 
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conſented to diſband our troops, and to diſmantle our fleet, now in 
the height of its power, did they imagine that we ſhould be able to 
cope with the forces of the Directory, weilding the combined ſtrength 
of the navies of Spain and Holland? If their Lordſhips did not wiſh 
to expoſe the country to theſe diſaſters, and to the calamities they 
might involve, they would not concur in giving to His Majeſty an 
advice that would ſtrike at the intereſt of the State, and weaken the 
ſecurity of his Government. He was ignorant, he confeſſed, of 
the powers with which the perſons to whom this negotiation for peace 
was committed ſhould, in all probability, be entruſted. From an 
obſervation of the noble Lord who ſeconded the addreſs, it appeared 
that it was not merely for ourſelves, but for our allies, that this ne- 
gotiation was to be inſtituted. He doubted how far Miniſters were 
authoriſed to include them in the meaſures they were about to adopt. 
If we could gather the ſentiments of the Emperor from his conduct, 
in circumſtances apparently the moſt deſperate, when three powerful 
armies were preſſing him on every fide, and had advanced nearly to 
his capital, he would not condeſcend, in circumſtances more propi- 
tious, to treat with the enemy of eſtabliſhed order and government. 
There was a ſubject on which he thought he might propdſe a queſ- 
tion to Miniſters. It was not becauſe with him the anſwer could 
remove his objections, becauſe he reprobated entirely the principle 
of the negotiation, but it was a point which well merited the atten- 
tion of their Lordihips. Did they mean to recognize France, cir- 
cumſcribed and limited within her antient boundaries, or the Repub- 
lic of France, bounded by the Rhine and the Alps ? For a ſeries of 
years our anceſtors had ſtruggled to limit the territories of France, 
and to maintain the balance of Europe, and it was ſurely no trivial 
conſideration, whether this aggrandizement was to be acknowledged, 
and theſe acquiſitions to be ſanctioned. So far as his own opinion 
extended, however, this conſideration, in the preſent caſe, was ſe- 
condary, for his prime objection was, to treat with France conſtituted 
as ſhe then was. Yet it certainly was a proper queſtion, and de- 
ſerving highly the attention of thoſe by whom the meaſure was ſup- 
ported. The effects which our commerce would ſuſtain by the ag- 
grandizement of France, were not indifferent. It was no light re- 
flection that Holland was under the control of the enemy, that the 
Ports of Italy were in the hands of the enemy ; that Leghorn, at 
once ſo important in war, from the ſupplies which it furnifhed, and 
in peace, as the great mart of our commodities and manufaQures, 
was now taken from us. All the coaſts of Europe were now ſhut 
againſt our commerce. In Italy the eſtabliſhment of a Republic, 
under the control of France, would exclude our trade from that 
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country, and unleſs the King of Naples came boldly forward to re- 
fiſt the plans of the enemy, the whole of the North of Italy would 
be inacceſſible to our manufactures. By commerce this nation had 
flouriſhed. What, however, was to be our fituation, when every 
port into which our commodities had flowed, was to be ſhut againſt 


| J us? Were the French to ſucceed in eſtabliſhing a Republic in Italy, 


it would quickly ſpread over that country the ſame poverty which 
in France the revolutionary Government had introduced. We 
might treat with the French Directory; but what traffic could our 
merchants maintain with individuals who were deſtitute of property, 
or poſſeſſed it without ſecurity ? The loſs of Spain, too, was now 
certain, By whatever name it was diſtinguiſned, whether as a 
Monarchy or a Republic, was of little conſequence. It was the 
tributary of France, and from the tenor of the ſpeech, he concluded, 
that with her, too, we ſhould have to contend ; and with her at- 
tachment to the views of France, it followed that the ſphere of our 
commerce would be ſtill farther circumſcribed. Having thus re- 
minded their Lordſhips of the principles upon which the war was 
undertaken, of the wiſdom of the meaſures which were at firſt 
adopted, and the undiminiſhed neceſſity for their proſecution for 
the attainment of the great ends of general ſecurity, he ſhould not 
treſpaſs farther upon the time of their Lordſhips, or infiſt upon any 
farther topics. The ſenſe of the Houſe had not yet been taken; 


and whatever might be its fate, he ſhould move an amendment to 


the addreſs. He was not very anxious that the treaty which it was 
propoſed to inſtitute ſhould be ultimately ſucceſsful, for he had been 
amazed to ſee that, at the very moment when theſe negotiations 
were to be put in train, a paper had been publiſhed by the Diree- 
tory containing the groſſeſt libels upon the Britiſh nation, ſince, as 
the nation had acted with Miniſters in the circumſtances alluded to, 
he could conſider the outrages thrown out againſt Miniſters in no 
other light. The noble Earl then, after mentioning with the higheſt 
reſpe& the conduct of the Britiſh forces, on which His Majeſty's 


8 ſpecch beſtowed the beſt-deſerved praiſe, moved, as an amendment, 


from the words moſt dear to us,” to inſert as follow: 

That this Houſe, firongly impreſſed with the juſtice and ne- 
ceſſity of the preſent war, carried on for the maintenance of civil 
and moral order in the world, and for ſecuring the balance of 
« power in Europe, and the independence of all ſtates, will con- 
tinue to give His Majeſty a vigorous ſupport in aſſerting the ge- 
neral cauſe of His Majeſty and his allies, and for preſerving the 
good faith, dignity, and honour of the crown, in full aſſurance 


that no ſteps will be taken inconſiſtent with thoſe ; principles, or 
85 Vor. III. ; a C 
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« with the future ſafety and proſperity of theſe kingdoms : and 


& ſhould the apparently hoſtile diſpoſitions of the Court of Ma- 3 


c“ drid, inſtigated by the intrigues and menaces of the common 
% enemy, put His Majeſty under the neceſſity of repelling force 
c by force, His Majeſty may rely on the determination of this 
« Houſe to give His Majeſty the moſt ample ſupport in defending 
« againſt every aggreſſion, the dignity, rights, and intereſts of the 
« Britiſh empire.” 

The amendment having been read from the woolſack, 

The Earl of GUILFORD roſe and aſſured the Houſe, that 
it was not his intention to oppoſe the addreſs; on the contrary, he 
felt great plcaſure in being able to agree molt cordially with what 
had been fo very ably moved by his noble friend. He nevertheleſs 
found it neceſſary for him to make a few obſervations on the ſubject, 
in doing which he would endeavour to take up as ſmall a portion of 
their Lordſhips' time as the nature of theſe obſervations would per- 
mit. The noble Earl who had ſeconded the motion for the addreſs, 
had very juſtly obſerved, that the grand and leading feature of the 
addreſs was, the afſuring of His Majeſty that he would imme- 
« diately fend a perſon to Paris with full powers to treat, and that 
« it was His Majeſty anxious wiſh that the meaſure might lead to 
cc the reſtoration of a general peace; this, his Lordſhip ſaid, he 
was happy to find was conſidered by the noble ſeconder of the mo- 
tion for an addreſs as the leading feature. It was the fame in his 
eſtimation, and, he believed, of every well-wiſher to his country in 
the kingdom. He had been of that opinion from the earlieſt com- 
mencement of the preſent lamentable conteſt ; and if a ſafe, honour- 
able, and permanent peace could now be obtained, he would fit 
down well fatisficd with all the obloquy and abuſe which had been 
ſo plentifully heaped upon himſclt and thoſe with whom he had the 
honour to act for the laſt three years. The noble Earl then ad- 
verted to what had been ſaid by the noble mover of the addreſs in 
praiſe of the enterprizing achicvements of the Archduke Charles, 
and faid, that no man of the ſmalleſt degree of candour or liberality 
who had read of them, but would go with pleaſure to the utmoſt 
extent of the praiſe which his noblc friend had beſtowed : they were 
noble and ſplendid in the extreme, and he firmly believed they had 
been the means of ſaving the Houſe of Auſtria, and the whole Ger- 
manic body from a ſtate of the greateſt humiliation. If theſe for- 
tunate achievements ſhould operate, as he hoped they would, to ſerve 
as an advantageous means of cool, temperate, and rational negoti- 
ation, they ought to be conſidered as omens of great happineſs to us 
and our ally; if, on the contrary, they ſhould have the fatal ten- 
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dency of reviving the inauſpicious hopes formerly entertained, and 
cauſe the parties to riſe in their demands, ſo as to be the means of 
prolonging this miſerable and unavailing conteſt ; then they would 
and ought to be looked upon as evils and misfortunes of the decpeſt 
dye; and he was afraid they would be felt as ſuch, not only by 
people of the preſent day, but by their poſterity, for a length of time 
to come. His Lordſhip then ſaid, there was one part of what was 
contained in the addreſs as well as in the ſpeech of the noble mover, 
which he could not ſuffer to paſs without making a comment ; it 
was this: „That the internal tranquillity of the kingdom had re- 


1, he ( mained undiſturbed, and the endeavours of perſons to introduce 
, 3p 
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© anarchy had been repreſſed by the wiſdom and energy of the 


„ laws.” It was very true, his Lordſhip ſaid, that the tranquillity 


of the kingdom had remained undiſturbed ; and it was with the 
greateſt pleaſure he could give his teſtimony to this truth. He be- 
lieved alſo, that this had been owing to the love and reverence the 
people entertained for the laws of their country ; but if, by © the 
« wiſdom and energy of the laws,” an alluſion was intended to be 
made to two extraordinary bills which had been paſſed in the laſt 
ſeſſion of the laſt Parliament, he believed the alluſion would be, in- 
deed, unfounded ; it was tranquillity, in his opinion, not at all to be 
attributed to ſuch a cauſe ; he was convinced it was quite the con- 
trary — thoſe bills were held in abhorrence by the people, but who 
at the ſame time held in the higheſt reſpe& the wiſdom and energy of 
the known conſtitutional common law of the land. The noble 
Earl then ſaid, that conceiving a peace to be the greateſt bleſſing this 
country could at preſent wiſh, he had readily and cordially come for- 
ward in ſupport of the preſent addreſs ; but he begged their Lord- 
ſhips would underſtand, that by ſo doing he did not mean to pre- 
clude himſelf from the right he had to inquire, at any future period, 
into the cauſes which had been the original occaſion of the preſent 
calamitous conteſt, and the conduc of thoſe who had been the means 
of plunging us into it. Theſe were ſubjects of the firſt magni- 
tude, and would hereafter demand the ſtricteſt and moſt minute in- 
veſtigation : and having thus made theſe obſervations and reſerva- 
tions, he would not longer treſpaſs on the time of the Houſe, but 
immediately conclude by giving his hearty concurrence to the mo- 
tion for the addreſs. 

Lord GREN VILLE faid, that even ſuppoſing the addreſs had 
formed the ſubject of the keeneſt and moſt obſtinate debate that had 
ever taken place in that Houſe, it would have been impoſſible for 
him to add to the energy with which the argument had been ſup- 
ported, or the impreſſion made upon the Houſe by the noble mover. 
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12 PARLIAMENTARY [Loxps: 


It gave him] joy, as a public man, to ſee his noble friend bring into 


action, thoſe talents which he had long known him to poſſeſs. To 
thoſe who had not heard the diſplay of talents he had made, ſuch 
language might be conſidered as proceeding from the warmth of 
private friendſhip, while he wiſhed it to be conſidered as the con- 
gratulation of a public man upon a great public advantage. He 
ſhould forbear entering at large into any argument upon the points 
on which the noble Earl (Guilford) had expreſſed a difference of 
opinion. Upon two points only he ſhould make a fingle obſerva- 
tion. Conditional agreement was a tribute which he was not deſi- 
rous to receive from any man. Every perſon was at libertv to in- 
dulge and to expreſs his own opinion Neither ſhould he ever put 
in a plea in bar of any motion which the noble Earl or his friends 
ſhould make upon this ſubject; but when the period arrived, he 
ſhould then be ready to give his own opinion. He could not aſſent 
to the obſervation that the preſent was a miſerable and unavailing 
conteſt ; it was a ſtruggle, he would maintain, that had already 
availed us; and though, from the conduct of the enemy, proſpects 


of peace might be cut off, it would ſtill have been of the utmoſt 


avail to this country. As for the threatened inquiry, therefore, into 
the cauſes of the war, and the conduct of thoſe who had the ma- 
nagement of it, he for one was ready at any time to meet the trial, 


and to take his ſhare of reſponſibility for all its conſequences. With 


reſpect to what the noble Earl had mentioned about the bills paſſed 
laſt ſeſſion, he differed with him entirely, and was clearly of opinion 
they had contributed very greatly to repreſs the ſpirit of anarchy, 
and had thereby tended highly towards the preſervation of the public 
and internal tranquillity. He retained all the opinions he had for- 
merly entertained upon the ſubject, and experience had only ſerved 
to confirm their propriety and juſtice. Another noble Earl (Fitz- 


william) ſtated it as inconfiſtent with the principles upon which the 


war was undertaken, to treat with any other Government in France 
than a Monarchy. ' This opinion might be very conſiſtent with the 
noble Earl, but His Majeſty's Minifters might notwithſtanding be 
alſo conſiſtent in their ſentiments and conduct. That the exiſtence 
of a Republic in France was an inſuperable bar to negotiation, and 
that Monarchy was indiſpenſable, was a calumny which His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters had every ſeaſon found it neceſſary to contradict. 
They had expreſſed what they till believed, that the beſt ifſue to the 
conteſt would be the re-eſtabliſhment of Monarchy in France, yet 
they had never pledged themſelves, much leſs the Parliament, to an 
opinion ſo wild and extravagant, that without this object no peacs 
could be attained. It was ſomewhat ſtrange, however, in the noble 
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DEBATES. 13 

Earl to infer, "REY the opening of negotiation, that the worſt terms 

They certainly were not prepared to admit 

in the enemy any power to diQate our internal regulations, or the 

overthrow of the Conſtitution. Neither, ſurely, was it a conſe- 

The victories of the 

Auſtrians, the firmneſs which the Emperor had exhibited in a time 

of the utmoſt difficulty and diſmay, were additional reaſons, were 

they required by the generofity of the Engliſh character, to ſhow it 

to be impoſſible that we ſhould ever abandon our allies. It cer- 

tainly would be highly unbecoming i in him to anſwer the queſtions 

that had been propoſed. He ſaw nothing in the ſtate of the country 

that ſhould lead us to embrace any other than juſt, honourable, and 

ſolid conditions of peace. This was the only anſwer he could re- 

turn to a queſtion propoſed in ſuch circumſtances, The noble Earl 

aſked, What ſecurity we could have againſt an interference fimilar 
to that which had been practiſed in Sardinia? The noble Earl, 
however, ought to have conſidered that the King of Sardinia was 

compelled to accept unworthy terms of peace; and the ſame mo- 

tives which induced him to ſubmit to the conditicn, might render it 
neceſſary to perform it. The difference of our ſituation, by ex- 
empting us from the neceſſity of the one, ſecured us from the igno- 

miny of the other. If juſt and honourable conditions were refuſed 
by the enemy, we were prepared to repel any diſgraceful demands; 
and the power of maintaining this determination was, perhaps, the 
beſt mode of obtaining fair and honourable terms. He ſhould for- 
bear ſaying any thing now. He was convinced that there could 
exiſt no other wiſh than to ſhow to the enemy that we ſtill poſſeſſed , 
the ſame ſpirit as at firſt to repel their arrogant pretenſions. With 
regard to the paper alluded to by the noble Earb, he ſhould only ſay, 
that with him he conſidered it as a falſe and ſenſeleſs libel upon the 
people of this country ; yet he could not think that ſuch a publica- 
tion ought to obſtruct the progreſs of a negotiation which might ter- 
minate in conditions of peace, which it might be conſiſtent with the 
dignity and honour of the nation to accept. 

The Earl of ABINGDON ſpoke againſt the addreſs, and like- 
wiſe againſt the bills paſſed i in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament. There 
were rights of the people in this country which neither came from 
King, Lords, nor Commons; and neither King, Lords, nor Com- 
mons, could take them away. 

Lord HAY (Earl of Kinnoul) ſaid, that there were but two 
points upon which he wiſhed to trouble the Houſe with his ſenti- 
ments. Thoſe were the reſources of the country, which he con- 
ceived to be inereaſing and extending, fully equal to any exertion 
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14 PARLIAMENTARY [Loxps. 


that might be required; and as to the bills that were paſſed laſt 
ſeſſion of Parliament, they owed to thoſe meaſures the e preſent tran- 
quillity of the country. 

Earl FITZWILLIAM (aid, that though he never had aſſerted 
that Miniſters made che reſtoration of Monarchy in France a ine 
qua nm towards making peace, yet he thought, that while they en- 
couraged and engaged thoſe from whoſe efforts the reſtoration of 
Monarchy was to be expected, they, in fact, implied that as the 
wiſh, intention, and object of this country. 

Lord GREN VILLE ſaid, that he was extremely ſorry to be 
obliged to trouble their Lordſhips again; but he mult remind the 
noble Earl, that, though Miniiters always had and ever would enter— 
tain the opinion, that a Monarchy in France was the beit-adapred 
Government for that country, the ſafeſt for this country, and for 
Europe, yet they never had faid, that the formation of any Govern- 
ment in France would preclude them from ncFotiating for peace 
when an opportunity occurred that they thought would be favourable 
to the intereſts of the country. 

The motion being made that the addreſs (in anſwer to His Ma- 
jeſty's ſpeech) do paſs, it paſſed in the athrmative. 


Diſſentient, 


Firſt, Becauſe, by this addreſs, unamended as it ſtands, the 
ſanction of the Lords is given to a ſeries of meaſures as ill-judged 
with regard to their object as they are derogatory from the dignity 
of His Majeſty's Crown, and from the honour of this kingdom. 
The reiteration of ſolicitations for peace, to a ſpecics of power, 
with whoſe very exiſtence all fair and equitable accommodation 1s 
incompatible, can have no other effect than that which it is noto- 
rious all our ſolicitations have hitherto had. They muſt increaſe 
the arrogance and ferocity of the common enemy of all nations; they 
muſt fortify the credit, and fix the authority of an odious Govern- 
ment over an enſlaved people ; they muſt impair the confidence of 
all other powers in the magnanimity, conſtancy, and fidelity of the 
Britiſh Councils; and it is much to be apprehended it will inevita- 
bly tend to break the ſpring of that energy, and to lower that ſpirit 
which has characteriſed in former times this high- minded nation, 
and which, far from finking under misfortune, have even riſen 
with the difficulties and dangers in which our country has been in- 
volved. 

Second, Becauſe no peace, ſuch as may be capable of recruiting 
the ſtrength, economizing the means, augmenting the reſources, and 
providing for the ſafety of this kingdom, and its inſeparable connec- 
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tions and dependencies, can be had with the uſurped power now ex- 
erciſing authority in France; conſidering the deſcription, the cha- 
racer, and the conduct of thoſe who compoſe that Government, the 
methods by which they have obtained their power, the policy by 


W which they hold it, and the maxims they have adopted, openly pro- 


feſſed and uniformly acted on, towards the deſtruction of all Go- 
vernments not formed on their model, and ſubſervient to their 
domination. 

Third, Becauſe the idea that this kingdom is competent to de- 
fend itſelf, its laws, liberties, and religion, under the general ſubju- 
cation of all Europe, is preſumptuous in the extreme, contradictory 
to the ſuppoſed motives for our preſent eager ſolicitations for 
peace, and is certainly contrary to the ſtanding policy both of ſtate 
and commerce, by which Great Britain has hitherto flouriſhed, 

Fourth, Becauſe, while the common enemy exerciſes his power 
over the ſeveral ſtates of Europe in the way we have ſeen, it is im- 
poſſible long to preſerve our trade, or, what cannot exiſt without it, 
our naval power. This hoſtile ſyſtem ſeizes on the keys of the 
dominions of theſe powers, without any conſideration of their 
friendſhip, their enmity, or their neutrality, preſcribes laws to 
them as to conquered provinces ; mulcts and fines them at plea- 
ſure ; forces them, without any particular quarrel, into direct hoſ- 
tility with this kingdom, and expels us from ſuch ports and markets 
as ſhe thinks fit; infomuch that (Europe remaining under its pre- 
ſent ſlavery) there is no harbour which we can enter without her 
permiſſion, either in a commercial or a naval character. This ge- 
neral interdi& cannot be begged off; we muſt reſiſt it by our power, 
or we are already in a ſtate of vaſſalage. 

Fifth, Becauſe, whilſt this uſurped power ſhall continue thus 
conſtituted, and thus diſpoſed, no ſecurity whatever can be hoped 
for in our colonics and plantations, thoſe invaluable ſources of our 
national wealth and our naval power. This war has ſhewn that 
the power prevalent in France, by intentionally diſorganizing that 
plantation ſyſtem (which France had in common with all other 
European nations), and by inverting the order and relations therein 
eſtabliſhed, has been able with a naval force, altogether contempti- 
ble, and with very inconſiderable ſuccours from Europe, to baffle in 
a great meaſure the moſt powerful armaments ever ſent from this 
country into the Weſt Indies, and at an expence hitherto unparal- 
leled, and has, by the force of example, and by the effect of her 
machinations, produced, at little or no expence to herſelf either of 
blood or treaſure, univerſal deſolation and ruin by the general de- 
ſtruction of every thing valuable and neceſſary for cultivation, 
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16 PARLEAMENTARY [Lozvs. WM 
throughout ſeveral of our iſlands, lately among the moſt flouriſhing I 1 


and productive. The new ſyſtem, by which theſe things have been 


effected, leave our colonies equally endangered in peace as in war. 


It is therefore with this gencral ſyſtem (of which the Weſt-India 


ſcheme is but a ramification) that all antient eſtabliſhments are 
eſſentially at war for the ſake of ſelf-preſervation. 

Sixth, Becauſe it has been declared from the Throne, and in 
effect the principle has been adopted by Parliament, that there was 
no way likely to obtain a peace, commonly ſafe and honourable, but 
through the antient and legitimate government long eſtabliſhed in 
France. That government in its lawful ſucceſſion has, been ſo- 
lemnly recognized, and aſſiſtance and protection as ſolemnly pro- 
miſed to thoſe Frenchmen who ſhould exert themſelves in its reſto- 
ration. The political principle upon which this recognition was 
made, is very far from being weakened by the conduct of the new- 
invented government. Nor are our obligations of good faith, 
pledged on ſuch ſtrong motives of policy to thoſe who have becn 
ſound in their allegiance, diſſolved, nor can they be ſo, until fairly- 
directed efforts have been made to ſecure this great fundamental 
point. None have yet been employed with the ſmalleſt degree of 
vigour and perſeverance. 

Seventh, Becauſe the example of the great change made by the 
uſurpation in the moral and political world (more dangerous than all 
her conqueſts) is by the preſent procedure confirmed in all its force. 
It is the firſt ſucceſsful example furniſhed by hiſtory of the ſubver- 
fon of the ancient government of a great country, and of all its 
laws, orders, and religion, by the corruption of mercenary armies, 
and by the ſeduction of a multitude, bribed by confiſcation to ſedi- 
tion, in defiance of the ſenſe, and to the entire deſtruction of almoſt 
the whole proprietory body of the nation. The fatal effects of this 
example muſt be felt in every country. New means, new arms, 
new pretexts, are furniſhed to ambition ; and new perſons are in- 
toxĩcated with that poiſon. : 
Eighth, Becauſe our eagerneſs in ſuing for peace may induce the 
perſons exerciſing power in France erroneouſly to believe, that we 


act from neeeſſity, and are unable to continue the war a perſuaſion 


which, in the event of an actual peace, will operate as a temptation 
to them to renew that conduct which brought on the preſent war — 


neither ſhall we have any of the uſual ſecurities in peace. In their 
treaties, they do not acknowledge the obligation of that law, which 
for ages has been common to all Europe. They have not the ſame 


ſentiments, nor the ſame ideas of their intereſt in the conſervation of 
peace, which have hitherto influenced all regular governments; 
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A they do not in the ſame manner feel public diftreſs, or the private 
W miſery of their ſubjects; they will not find the ſame difficulty on 


IX chievous ſyſtem, is not conjecture, but certainty. 
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the commencement of a new war to call their whole force into ſudden 


1 action, where, by the law, every citizen is a ſoldier, and the perſon 


and properties of all are liable at once to arbitrary requiſitions. On 


%* the other hand, no attempt has been made to ſhew in what manner, 


whether by alliances, by force, military or naval, or by the improve- 


Y ment and augmentation of our finances, we ſhall be better able to 
W reſiſt their hoſtile attempts after the peace than at the preſent hour. 


If we remain armed, we cannot reap the ordinary advantage of peace 
in economy; if we diſarm, we ſhall be ſubje& to be driven into a 
new war, under every circumſtance of diſadvantage, unleſs we now 


43 prepare ourſelves to ſuffer with patience and ſubmiſſion whatever 
RT inſults, indignities, and injuries we may receive from that infolent, 


domineering, and unjuſt power. 
Ninth, Becauſe the inability of humbling ourſelves again to ſo- 


KF licit peace in a manner, which is a recognition of the French Re- 


public, contrary to all the principles of the war, the danger of 
peace, if obtained, the improbability of its duration, and the perſe- 
verance of the enemy throughout the interval of peace in their miſ- 
It has been 
avowed by the aCtual governors of France at the very moment 
when they had before them our application for a paſſport. They 
choſe that moment for publiſhing a State paper, breathing the moſt 
hoſtile mind. In it they ſtimulate and goad us, by language the 
moſt opprobrious and offenſive. They frankly tell us, that it is 
not our intereſt to defire peace, for that they regard peace only as 
the opportunity of preparing freſh means for the annihilation of our 
naval power. By making peace, they do not conceal that it will 
be their object to wreſt from us our maritime preponderaney 
to re-eſtabliſh what they invidiouſly call the freedom of the ſeas— 
to give a new impulſe to the Spaniſh, Dutch, and French marines— 


3 and to carry to the higheſt degree of proſperity the induſtry and 
commerce of thoſe nations,” which they ſtate to be our rivals, 


which they charge us with “ unjuſtly attacking, when we can no 
longer dupe,” and which they throughout contemplate as their own 
dependencies, united in arms, and furniſhing reſources from our 
future humiliation and deſtruction. They reſort to that well- 
known and conſtant alluſion of theirs to antient hiſtory, by which 
repreſenting © France as modern Rome, and England as modern 
Carthage,” they accuſc us of a national perfidy, and hold England 
up ** as an object to be blotted out from the face of the earth.“ 


They falſely aſſert, that the Engliſh nation ſupports with impas 
Var. III. D 
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tience the continuance of the war, and has extorted all His Ma- 
jeſty's. overtures for peace © by complaints and reproaches ;” and 


above all, not only in that paſſage, but throughout their official * 
note, they ſhew the n.oft marked adherence to that inſidious and [ 5 
intolerable policy of their ſyſtem, by which they, from the com- 
' mencement of the Revolution, ſought to trouble and ſubvert all tlie 
governments in Europe. They ſtudiouſly disjoin the Engliſh na- 
tion from its ſovereign. | 1 
Tenth, Becauſe, having acted throughout the courſe of this RX 
awful and momentous crilis upon the principles herein cxprefſed, i 
and after having, on the preſent occafion, not only fully recon- 
ſidered, and jealoufly examined their ſoundneſs and validity, but 7 
gravely attended to, and ſcrupulouſly weighed the merits of all thoſe 7 
arguments which have been offered to induce a dereliction of them, 
conſcientiouſly adhering to, and firmly abiding by them, I thus b 
ſolemnly record them, in juſtification of my own conduct, and in 
diſcharge of the duty I owe to my King, my Country, and general 3 
intereſts of Civil Society. | 
; WENT WORTH FITZ WILLIAM. 4 

7 

Friday, Oftther 7. Adjourned to Tueſday, October 18. 3 
Wedneſday, 19th October. } 

The Earl of DERBY preſented a petition from the Earl of 4 
Lauderdale (a Scots Peer) complaining of an undue election and 4 
return of the Sixteen Peers of Scotland, in the inſtance of © the k 
perſon aſſuming the title of Earl of Errol.” The general ſub- 


* * 
* 2 F 5 
Rh 


ſtance of the petition was, that by the Articles of the Union, and 
the Acts of Parliament relating thereto, it was ordaincd that the 
Peerage of Scotland ſhould be repreſented in the Britiſh Parliament 
by Sixteen Peers, choſen from among their number, in which the 
perſon called the Earl of Errol could not legally be included. In 
this caſe, by the circumſtances of the election, the petition alledged, 
that the noble petitioner ſhould have been elected and returned. 
He therefore prayed their Lordſhips, that he might be heard by his 
counſel on theſe premiſes, and that the return might be amended MF 
by the eraſure of the name and title of Earl of Errol, and inſerting 
the name and title of the petitioner in the room thereof. 3 
The petition being read by the Clerk, 4 
The Earl of DERBY moved, that it do lie on the table, which 
was ordered accordingly. 
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Committee of Privileges on the Earl of Lav 
be deferred till the firit Tuefday after Chriſtmas. 
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No debate to Noveniber 12, when the Houſe adjourned to 


Monday, 28th November. 
The Earl of ERROL preſented a petition, praying that Ge 


'derdale's pititron mould 


The Earl of DERBY faid, that on the part of the Far! of Lau- 


XX derdale he had no objection to the prayer of the petition being 
granted, becauſe it was his with that the noble Lord (Errol) Mould 
de fully prepared upon the ſubj:& of the petition preſented at the 


inſtance of his noble friend (Lauderdale); at the fame time he 


"X would wiſh it to be underſtood, that the Committee of Privileges 
& ſhould fit on the firſt Tueſday after Chriſtmas, and that no farther 


delay ſhould take place. 
From N;vember 28, no debate till 


AMnday, 12th Decemier. 
; Lord GREN VILLE delivered a meſſage from His Majeſty, 


expreſſing his concern that his utmoſt efforts to preſerve peace and 
amity with the Court of Spain were ineffeQtual, and ſtating his re- 
liance on their Lordſhips to enable him to repel the abrupt and un- 
provoked aggreſſion of that Court. 

Their Lordſhips reſolved to take the meſſage into conſideration 
to-morrow, and ordered the Houſe to be {ſummoned for that 
purpoſe. 

Lord GREN VILLE then moved chat the Declaration of the 
Court of Spain againſt England be laid on the table. Ordered. 

Vor theſe Papers, fee the Proceedings of the Houſe of Commans.] 


Tueſday, 13th December. 


The order of the day being read for ſummoning the Houſe to 
take into conſideration His Majeſty's meſſage, it was read by the 


Clerk. 


Lord GRENVILLE then roſe and ſaid, it would be unneceſ- 
ſary for him to trouble the Houſe at length, on the ſubje& of His 
Majeſty's gracious meſſage, as he was perſuaded their Lordſhips 
were unanimous in their ſentiments on the preſent occaſion. This 
was the third time, in the courſe of the preſent reign, that the 
Court of Spain had interfered with this country. This was the 
third time ſhe had openly declared war againſt England, en the moſt 


| unprovoked and frivolous pretences; but frivolous as they had been, 
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the reaſons contained in the laſt declaration of that Court, were 
even mor: frivolous, unjuſt and unprovoked, than any that pre- 
ceded them. | 

It was well known, that with reſpect to the pretended wrongs 
which Spain had choſen to aſſign as the juſtification of their Declara- 
tion of War (a copy of which was on the table), his Britannic Ma- 
jeſty had offered the moſt unequivocal explanation for the purpoſe 
of averting the calamities of war from his own ſubjects, and thoſe 
of his Catholic Majeſty. He had difplayed the greateſt modera- 
tion, in hopes of bringing the matters in diſpute to an end by ami- 
cable diſcuſſion; but that offer being refuſed by the Court of Spain, 
His Majeſty felt himſelf impelled to communicate to his Parliament, 
the reaſons which had induced him to repel this unprovoked aggreſ- 
fion, by calling on the ſpirit and refources of his faithful ſubjects, 
to enable him to bring the conteſt to a ſpeedy and honourable ter- 
mination. 

Lord Grenville concluded by moving the addreſs, which was 


agreed to nem. diſ. and ordered to be preſented to His Majeſty by 
the Lords with white ſtaves. Adjourned. 


Monday, 19th December. 


The LORD CHANCELLOR brought up a meſſage from His 
Majeſty ſimilar to what was ſent to the Commons on Saturday 


(for which ſee their proceedings), and it was ordered to be taken 
into conſideration to-morrow. 


Tueſday, 20th December. 


The order of the day being read for taking into conſideration 
His Majeſty's meſſage, 

Lord GRENVILLE roſe. The object of the meſſage, his 
Lordſhip obſerved, was fo plain, the importance of it ſo great, and 
the advantages to be expected from a compliance with its contents 
were ſo very manifeſt, that he was certain it would be altogether 
unneceſſary for him to take up much of their Lordſhips' time in 
making many obſervations on it. It was a matter extremely well 
known to their Lordſhips, that in all periods of our hiſtory, ſince 
the Revolution, whenever this country had heen engaged in Con- 
tinental wars, it had always been found the beſt and wiſeſt policy 
to make alliances with ſuch Princes on the Continent as could 
bring large and powerful active armies into the field. The wiſ- 
dom and ſoundneſs of this policy had never been more ſtrongly ex- 
emplified than during the preſent war; nor duringthe preſent wary 
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in any period more ſtrikingly than during the preſent campaign. 


Ine ſucceſs of the armies of His Imperial Majeſty, our ally, had 
veen moſt ſplendid and important, and that ſucceſs was in a great 
"XX meaſure to be attributed to the pecuniary aids which that Prince had 
from time to time received from the Executive Government of this 


In caſe it ſhould unfortunately happen that the preſent 
negotiations ſhould be interrupted, or ſhould not lead to a ſecure and 


& honourable peace, the greateſt advantages were to be expected from 


having made ample provition, not only that we ourſelves, but our 
allies alſo, ſhould be prepared at an early period of the next cam- 


| paign to proſecute the war with the greateſt poſſible vigour and 
effect. To enable the Executive Government to grant aſſiſtance to 
our ally, the Emperor, was the whole and ſole object of the preſent 


mefſage. Not being able, therefore, to foreſee or anticipate any 
objeRions which could be made to it, he would forbear to treſpaſs 
on their Lordſhips' time, any farther than to move an addreſs of 
thanks to His Majeſty for his moſt gracious communication. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR then read the addreſs, upon 
which 

The Duke of BEDFORD ſaid, that when he reflected on the 
ſituation in which this country ſtood involved, engaged in a ruins 
and expenſive war ;—when he conſidered that a negotiation for 
peace was at the fame moment pending; he did not riſe for the pur- 
poſe of oppoſing the main purport of the addreſs, which he appre- 
hended was to enable his Majeſty to give that degree of aſſiſtance 
to our ally, which might be found to be necefſary. Caſes might 
undoubtedly arife, in which it might be prudent or, perhaps, expe- 
dient to grant ſuch aſſiſtance. He begged, however, to be under- 
ſtood, that by not oppoſing the addreſs, he did not conſider himſelf 
as pledged either to any amount to which the aid ſhould be given, 
or to any degree of approbation of what had already been done by 
Miniſters on that ſubject. There was one word in the addreſs, on 
which he wiſhed to aſk the noble Secretary of State a queſtion. Tt 
was the word © continue.” He begged to know, if the noble Se- 
cretary thought, that Miniſters might, as had been done, © continue” 
to ſend money out of the country for the ſervice of foreign Princes 
without the conſent of Parliament ? | 

Lord GREN VILLE aid, that as to the word © continue” in 
the addreſs, he could only anſwer that it ſpoke its own meaning as a 
part of the addreſs. With regard to the other part of the queſtion, 
his Lordſhip (aid there certainly were caſes which might ariſe, which, 
in his opinion, would juſtify Miniſters in ſending money out of the 


% 
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kingdom, Parliament not fitting,. without conſent of Parliament ; 
but that it ought never to be done, if it could be avoided. 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, that he ſhould certainly beg 
leave to enter his proteſt againſt the meaſures which had already 
been adopted on this head. He would not oppoſe the addreſs. 

The addreſs was then read and carried nemine diſſentiente. 

The Duke of BEDFORD gave notice, that after the receſs, he 
would make a motion relative to the ſubject he had juſt been ſpeak- 
ing of. The reaſon of his deferring it till after the receſs was, to 
give time to His Majeſty's Miniſters to conſider the matter in the 
firſt place, and in the next, in hopes that ſome of thoſe noble Lords 
would take up the matter who had ſeceded from the friends with 
whom they had ſo long acted, and the meaſures they had ſo long 
purſued, in order, as they ſaid, to ſupport and defend the Conſtitu— 
tion. He hoped as the Conſtitution had in the meaſure alluded to 
been groſsly attacked and invaded, they would ſeize the opportu- 
nity of ſhewing they regarded its welfare, and uſe their beſt endea- 
vours in its defence. He underſtood it was to preſerve the Conſti- 
tution, that they had taken the part they then did ; and on no other 
ground could he account for the inſanity of their conduct. 


Wedneſday, 21% December. 


On the motion for the commitment of the bill for granting a 
loan of eighteen millions, 

The Duke of NORFOLK roſe, and faid, he had to lament that 
he did not in an earlier ſtage of the buſineſs, call upon Miniſtry to ex- 
plain to the Houſe on what principle of national expediency this bill 
came before their Lordſhips. His Grace faid, he was a firm friend 
to peace : but until it was proved to him that money for carrying 
on the war was the road to that deſirable event, he ſhould not give 
his aſſent to the bill now before the Houſe. There was one thing 
he wiſhed he know, and that was, how far the Miniſter meant to go, 
as to the preſent Loan, and whether what was granted by the Houſe 
of Commons would be ſufficient to anſwer the exigencies of the 
next campaign? and if that were not ſufficient, whether the Mi- 
niſter meant to grant any more money without the conſent of 
Parliament ? | | 

The LORD CHANCELLOR faid, that the ſecond reading 
ſhould be deferred until to-morrow, and then the noble Duke might 
make his objections. 
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Thurſday, 22d December. 


The order of the day for their Lordſhips to reſolve themſelves 
into a Committee of the whole Houſe on the bill ſor granting to 
His Majeſty a Loan of eighteen millions by way of annuities, 


being read, 
1 The Duke of NORFOLK roſe, and faid, that before their 
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8 Lordſhips procceded to go into a Committee on this bill, he begged 


he might be permitted to ſubmit a few obſervations to their Lord- 
XX ſhips' conſideration on the ſubject. The Houſe were now about to 


7 give their authority to an act of the Houſe of Commons, by which 


1 they had conſented, in the preſent enormous ſtate of the national 
debt, to add no leſs a ſum than that of eighteen millions ſterling. 
Before he ſuffered the buſineſs to proceed farther, he hoped, that 
vhen the magnitude and importance of the ſubject was duly weighed 
and conſidered, he ſhould not be deemed unreaſonable if he were 
to aſk His Majeſty's Miniſters one or two queſtions, and were alſo 
to requeſt anſwers to the ſame. The firſt queſtion he ſhould aſk 
was, whether, in the opinion of Miniſters, this ſum, large as it was, 
"FX would be the whole of the ſupplies that would be wanted for the 
ſervice of the enſuing year? The next thing to which he ſhould 
E | requeſt to draw their Lordſhips' attention was, to the nature of the 
Loan itſelf, and the bargain which the ſubſcribers had made on 
their own behalf. Every ſubſcriber of 100l. was to receive ſtock 
to the amount of 1121. 10s., which was, in the firſt inſtance a 
bonus of 1 al. 10s. For his original ſubſcription, he was to re- 
ceive an intereſt of 5 per cent., and at a limited period of two 
years after the termination of the war, he had a right to call for his 
principal of 1121. 10s., to be immediately paid in ſpecie if he 
then thought proper. His Grace ſaid, that at preſent a negotiation 
for peace was pending, and no one wiſhed more fincerely than him- 
ſelf, that it might be the means of reſtoring that much-wiſhed-for 
and much-wanted bleſſing. Allowing that the negotiation ſhould 
ultimately be crowned with ſucceſs, he would ſuppoſe that the terms 
might be ſettled in the courſe of one year. The time, then, at 
which the ſubſcribers would be entitled to call in their ſtock, and 
infiſt on being paid in meney if they choſe, would be three years. 
All this time they would be in the receipt of five per cent. for 
1121. 10s. If, at the expiration of the two years after the ter- 
mination of the war, they ſhould inſiſt on receiving the whole of 
their ſtock in ready ſpecie, and unfortunately another war ſhould, 
at, or immediately before that period, break out, their Lordſhips 
muſt ſee what a dreadful predicament this country mult be in, to be 
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called upon in fo diſtreſſing a moment, when it might have ſo many 
difficulties to contend with in raifing the then neceſſary ſupplies— 
to diſcharge ſo large a ſum as might be required of this old loan of 
eighteen millions in ready money, be the price of ſtocks at that time 
whatever they might. This was certainly a poſſible caſe, and, as ſuch, 
it behoved their Lordſhips, as far as poſſible, to guard againſt it. 
For this purpoſe he had framed a motion, which he ſhould beg 
leave to move. His Grace then read his motion : 

« That inſtructions be given to the Committee to receive a 
ec clauſe, empowering His Majeſty's Lords Commiſſioners of the 
« Treaſury, to delay the payment of the capital of each ſubſcriber, 
« after the termination of the war, till ſuch time as the three per 
& cent. Conſols ſhould be at 75.“ 

The motion being read from the woolſack, 

Lord GREN VILLE ſaid, that as to the queſtion put by the 
noble Duke, it was impoſſible for him to give a direct anſwer to it. 
The eſtimates of this year had, like thoſe of all former years, been 
made under a perſuaſion that, taking into conſideration every pro- 
bable contingency that could be foreſeen, they would be found ſuffi- 
cient. In all wars, eſtimates of expences were unavoidable ; and 
all eſtimates were made as nearly as poſſible to embrace and cover 
every object of expence which could fairly be calculated. In the 
preſent eſtimate all poſſible care had, in this reſpect, been taken, and 
at preſent he was by no means aware of any new expeditions or 
other efforts which were likely to produce any extraordinaries that 
had not been provided for. It was impoſſible, however, to fore- 
ſee or anſwer preciſely for what might happen, and therefore he 
hoped the noble Duke would not preſs him any farther upon that 
head. With reſpe& to the other part of his Grace's ſpeech, he 
muſt for one oppoſe the motion made by the noble Duke. The 
Loan which had been made was certainly different from former 
Loans ; but he contended that it was made on very advantageous 
terms—on terms which were much below the price of the market, 
and the expeditious manner in which it was filled, ſerved at once 
to ſhew the zeal of every deſcription of perſons for the ſervice of the 
country; to ſhew that the ſpirit of the country was not depreſſed ; 
and to convince the raſh and deſperate minds of the enemy, that 
our reſources were not in that weak and declining ſtate which they 
had vainly and fooliſhly flattered themſelves they were. It was 
not probable, therefore, that perſons ſo ſituated would ever think of 
diſtreſſing their country, by infiſting on being paid the amount of 
their ſubſcriptions in ſpecie, as the noble Duke had ſuppoſed. 

The Duke of NORFOLK ſaid, that after what had fallen from 
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any farther. 
The ſubſcribers to the preſent Loan had, he allowed, come forward 
Win a very ready manner, and had very ſpeedily filled up the ſum 
required; but he could by no means admit that in doing ſo they had 


Keen 


ys Ent 


W were. uſually termed the monied men of the nation. 
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the noble Secretary of State, relative to the queſtion he had aſked 
as to the ſufficiency of the ſum now required, he ſhould not preſs it 
He could not, however, give up his motion ſo eafily. 


Dec. 22.] 


W diſcovered any violent zeal for the ſervice of the country. They 


had certainly very materially ſerved themſelves, for they had gained 
an intereſt ſuperior to any they could have obtained in any other legal 


way: he meant the great majority of thoſe who were not what 


The noble 
Secretary of State had ſaid, that it was not probable they would in- 


ſiſt on receiving the amount of their ſubſcriptions in ready money, 
in a future moment of poſſible preſſure and diſtreſs, but in his opi- 
nion no dependence ought to be had on ſuch a probable caſe ; for 


his part, he was afraid avarice and ſelf-intereſt were but too preva- 
lent. Such a demand was undoubtedly poſſible, and ought on that 
account to be guarded againſt. In making the preſent motion for 


that purpoſe, he only did what he conceived to be his duty, and he 


ſhould leave the decifion to their Lordſhips. 
The queſtion being put, it was negatived without a diviſion. 
The bill then went through a Committee of the whole Houſe, and 


the report was received. After which, on a motion that the bill 
ve then read a third time, | 


The Duke of NORFOLK roſe, and apologized for taking up 
any more of their Lordſhips' time, but he could not ſuffer the third 


reading of the bill to take place, without ſubmitting to the conſide- 
ration of the Houſe ſome farther obſervations, and another motion 
which he then held in his hand. The noble Secretary of State 
had mentioned the preſent Loan as expreſſive, on the part of the 


WF ſeveral ſubſcribers, of their zeal for the ſervice and intereſt of their 


country. He could by no means view it in that light. 
Loans had, in general, been made between Miniſters and a certain 


Former 


Fx deſcription of perſons in this country, called the monied men that 


is, bankers and other perſons who, in general, made money the ob- 
ject of their traffic. By uſing theſe terms of deſcription, he did not 
mean to convey any harſh idea of theſe perſons, but only to define 


Maelearly of what deſcription they really were. It appeared, then, that 


money being the commodity in which they peculiarly dealt, and Go- 
vernment the medium or channel through which they could traffic 
to the greateſt extent, that of courſe they would endeavour to make 
the beſt bargain they could for themſelves. They had a right ſo to 


do. Miniſters, on the part of the country, would certainly do the 
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ſame. This deſcription of perſons, the monied men, having bar- | 3 
gained for the Loan on certain terms, take upon themſelves the 


raiſing of the whole ſum wanted. Perhaps, in many inſtances, Mi- 
niſters apparently made bargains very much in favour of the country 
according to the price of the markets. Behind this body of monied 
men, however, there ſtood another phalanx, conſiſting of men of 


other deſcriptions, and of different ranks in life. Gentlemen of 1 


landed properties, Members of both Houſes of Parliament, and in 
other ſituations, who were capable of aſſiſting Miniſters on various 
occaſions, and in different degrees, who came in cach for a ſeparate | 


ſhare in theſe Loans, and who might not, therefore, be very parti- | 
cular in ſcrutinizing into the terms on which they were made. Such 


was the nature and principle of former Loans. The preſent Loan 
was certainly different, for every individual was at liberty to ſub- 
ſcribe as much as he thought fit; and the terms were very plain 
and eaſily underſtood. Having already ſtated what they were, it 
was unneceſſary to repeat them. The noble Secretary of State had 
inferred, that from the quickneſs with which the whole ſum of 
eighteen millions had been ſubſcribed, it was a proof of the zeal of 
the ſubſcribers for the intereſts and ſervice of the country. He, on 
the contrary, thought it appeared to be more for the benefit of the | 
ſubſcribers themſelves. He had made a calculation on the ſubject, 
and he found they would make near ten per cent. for their money, 


a ſum which is almoſt double what the law of the land allows in 1 
any caſe but this of a Loan. Thus they would receive a rate of 
Intereſt for their money, which in any other tranſaction would con- 


vie them of uſury. His calculation, he ſaid, was very ſhort and | 
plain. From the bonus given, the intereſt upon the whole ſum, | 


and other advantages, he found, that if the war laſted three years, 
the ſubſcribers would receive ten per cent. —if five years, eight per 
cent.—and if fix years, ſeven and a half per cent. for their money. | 
Theſe were the men who were held up as acting with zeal for the | 
intereſt of their country - who were receiving intereſt for their money | * 


at ſuch a rate, as in any other eaſe but this, a Court of Juſtice would | 
ſend them, inſtead of to the Bank to receive the dividends, to the 
King's Bench priſon, or ſubject them to the heavy penalties, which 
the law as in all other caſes laid on uſurious tranſactions. Among 
the ſubſcribers to this Loan, and under ſuch circumſtances of receiv- 


ing this high rate of intereſt, he was aſtoniſhed to find many names 
of the firſt rank and diſtinction, not among the mercantile and 
monied men only, but of the firſt rank and diſtinction among their 


Lordſhips ; in the firſt rank upon the Reverend Bench of Biſhops. 
He had once thought of moving to have all the names publiſhed, but 
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finding it would be too troubleſome, had waved that idea. He 
was extremely ſorry, however, to ſce that perſons in thoſe elevated 
ranks of life ſhould ſhew themſelves eager to ſubſcribe to a Loan 


He thought, that in 
moments of public exigeney like the preſent, thoſe who had it in 
y, and were cager to do 
ſo, ought to do it without a bonus, and o take for it only at the 


per cent. He had, therefore, thought ir his duty to form a motion 


as they ſtood, intended, when they went to receive their money, to 
take no more than the lawful intereſt of five per cent. ; he was of 
opinion, however, that a clauſe ought to be added by way of amend- 


ſo if he might think proper. Such a clauſe would be a teſt of the 
quantum of actual zeal with which each ſubſcriber ſet down his 
name for the intereſt of his country, and not for his own ; and 
might at the ſame time ultimately prove the means of a prodigious 
ſaving to the public purſe. His Grace then made a motion to the 
above effect; which being read from the woolfack, 

Lord GREN VILLE oppoſed it; he expreſſed great ſurprize at 
what had fallen from the noble Duke, relative to the Loan, which 
had univerſally been allowed to be one of the beſt that had ever 
been made for this country. He could not have ſuppoſed the noble 
Duke would have entertained ſuch ſentiments concerning it. He 
believed he was the only man in that Houſe, or in the country, who 
did fo; at leaſt, he thought, there was not above two, and he was 
convinced, that in ſpeaking his ſentiments in ſo favourable a manner 
as he (the noble Secretary) had done, he had ſpoke the decided 
ſentiments of a moſt decided majority of the People. He vindicated 
the monied men, as a claſs of honourable and liberal characters, to 
whom this Country and Government were highly indebted for the 
preſent high pitch of proſperity to which they had arrived. Their 
whole attention was devoted to money concerns, and they were 
bound to make the moſt of their own property, in duty to themſelves. 
The preſent intereſt was certainly below the market, and thoſe who 
ſubſcribed to the preſent Loan had thereby ſhewn, in the hour of 
public exigency, the greateſt zeal for their country and its intereſts. 
His Lordſhip commented on the manner in which the noble Duke 
had expreſſed his aſtoniſhment it ſceing the names of ſeveral perſons 
of the iirſt rank in that Houſe as ſubſcribers to the preſent Loan, 
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and faid, that in becoming fo, they had certainly added additional 
luſtre to that rank. The noble Secretary concluded by obſerving, 
that he was amazed to hear ſuch doctrine as had been advanced 
about the rate of intereſt, and was ſurprized thoſe who had then 
thought it too high, had not come forward, and offered to ſupply 
the money at a more reaſonable and lower rate. As to the names 


which the noble Duke had intended to move to have publiſhed, he 1 
ſhould have no objection to ſuch a motion, for he was convinced the 


publication would redound much to their honour. 


The Duke of NORFOLK ſaid, that having made his motion 
from a thorough conviRtion of its propriety, and of its being his | 
duty to do it, he ſhould, notwithſtanding all that had fallen from 
the noble Secretary of State, perſiſt in it. He contended, that the 


intereſt was too high, and was ſorry to find that perſons of the 


higheſt rank and ſtation in that Houſe had ſubſcribed to a Loan | 


which ſanctioned ſuch an intereſt. After the lamentable example 


which had been ſcen in the fate of the Nobility and Clergy of | 


neighbouring county, againit whom the ſtrongeſt accuſation had 


been, that they had uſed their wealth and power to the injury of 


thoſe, for whoſe protection they were originally beſtowed, as the 
merited rewards of exalted worth, raiſed to rank by praiſe-worthy 


and dignified ambition: he was ſorry to ſee that the conduct of 
perſons in ſimilar ſtations here had raiſed the ſmalleſt ſhadow of a | 


ſuppoſition, that dignified ambition might become a ſervile hand- 
maid to titled avarice. As to the ſurprize of the noble Secretary of 
State, © that thoſe who found fault with the intereſt being too high, 
did not come forward to furniſh the money at a lower rate,” he had 


two anſwers to make—firſt, that there was no time for doing ſo; 


and ſecondly, if the obſervation of the noble Secretary was really 
ſerious, “that he believed not above two perſons in the kingdom 
were of the ſame opinion as he was, it would be vain and nuga- 


tory, as no two men in the kingdom could pretend to advance ſuch 


a ſum between them as eighteen millions. 


The Duke of BEDFORD ſaid, that whatever degree of cen- 
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ſure or blame might attach upon his noble friend in the opinion of i 


the noble Secretary of State, on account_of the motion which he had 
brought forward, he begged leave to put in for his ſhare of it. He 
beheld the Loan exactly in the ſame point of view as his noble friend, 
and entertained the ſame ſentiments with regard to the ſubſcribers ; 
and whatever the noble Secretary might ſay reſpecting the intereſt 
being below the price of the market, every one knew that, if it was 
really below that price, it was ſo in a very trifling degree indeed. 

He ſhould therefore ſupport the motion of the noble Duke. 
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The Earl of DERBY thought his honourable friend was per. J 
fectly regular in wilhing theſe inſtructions to be laid before the 1 


Houſe before the debate took place on the papers then on the table. 


The Earl of GUILFORD faid, whenever a perſon in a court I 
of juſtice withheld any inſtrument which he was requeſted to pro- 
duce by the adverſe party, it had always been regarded as a circum- i 


ſtance of ſuſpicion. 


The Duke of LEEDS ſtill inſiſted, that theſe inſtructions would © 


come more regularly before the Houſe after their Lordſhips had ex- 
preſſed their ſentiments on the correſpondence on the table. The 
noble Secretary would make ſome motion upon thoſe papers, which 
would either expreſs approbation or cenſure ; and when the Houſe 
was acquainted with the nature of that motion, the noble Lord, 
if he pleaſed, might then move for the production of the paper in 
queſtion. | 

Viſcount SIDNEY thought the obſervation which had been 
made with regard to the ſuſpicion that fell on a party, who in a 
court of juſtice refuſed to produce any deed or inſtrument when de- 
fired by the other fide, could not, with any propricty, be applied to a 
paper that was ſought to be produced before Parliament, and after- 
wards to be communicated to the Public. 

Here the converſation ended without any motion being made by 
the Earl of Guilford on the ſubject. 

'The order of the day being read for the Houſe to take into con- 
ſideration His Majeſty's meflage reſpecting the failure of the negoti- 
ation with France, and the meſſage being alſo read, 

Lord GREN VILLE ſaid, he had but few obſervations to offer 
to their Lordthips upon that important ſubject. Though it was a 


matter which, if conſidered with regard to all its different bearings, 


would certainly lead into a very extenſive field of diſcuſſion, yet the 
view of the ſubject which he deemed neceſſary to ſubmit to the con- 
ſideration of the Houſe, lay within a very narrow compaſs. He la- 
mented as much as any noble Lord, or as any man in the country 
could do, the ſudden failure of the negotiation for peace with France. 
At the ſame time, he truſted, before he ſat down, he ſhould make it 
clear to every candid and unprejudiced mind, that this misfortune 
was not to be imputed to the conduct of His Majeſty's Miniſters, but 
ſolely to the unjuſt and exorbitant views of the enemy. It was un- 
neceſſary for him to ſtate at length the repeated endeavours of the 
French Directory to defeat the negotiation in its outſet, and to break 
off the intercourſe after it had been opened, even before the firſt ſteps 
towards negotiation could be taken. The indecent and injurious 
language that had been employed by the French Government, with 
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view to irritate the flimſy pretences, the captious and frivolous 
bjections raiſed for the purpoſe of obſtructing the progreſs of the 
iſcuſmon—all theſe were ſufficiently notorious from the official 
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the moſt deciſive proof, that at no period had any real wiſh for peace 
Deen entertained on the part of the French Directory. His Majeſty 
bed perſevered to the laſt moment to give to France, as well as to all 
9 Europe, the moſt inconteſtable proofs of a very ſincere deſire for the 
reſtoration of the bleſſings of peace; and after repeated evaſion and 
delay, the French Directory had at length conſented to eſtabliſn, as 
WE the baſis of negotiation, a principle that was propoſed by His Ma- 
jeſty, juſt and liberal in its own nature, equitable towards France 
herſelf, and calculated to provide for the intereſts of His Majeſty's 
allies, as well as of all Europe. It had been agreed, that compen- 
ſation ſhould be made to France by proportionable reſtitutions for 
the ceſſions which ſhe in her turn ſhould be called upon to make to 
His Majeſty's allies. After the eſtabliſhment of that principle, His 
Majeſty's Miniſter at Paris delivered to the French Miniſter a me- 
Ws morial, containing the propoſals of His Majeſty. Along with that 
memorial there was an accompanying note, ſtating, that His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſter would with the utmoſt readineſs enter with M. De- 
lacroix into every explanation which the ftate and progreſs of the 
negotiation would allow; that he would not fail to enter into the 
diſcuſſion of theſe propoſitions ; or if they ſhould be rejected in 7219, 
he was willing to enter into any counter- project which the Execu- 
tive Directory itſelf might be pleaſed to bring forth, with that frank- 
neſs and conciliation which correſponded with the juſt and pacific 
diſpoſitions of His Majeſty and his Miniſters. To that communi- 
cation, His Majeſty's Miniſter received an anſwer from the Direc- 
tory, in form the moſt offenſive, and in ſubſtance the moſt extrava- 
=$ gant, that ever was made in the progreſs of any negotiation. It was 
x peremptorily required of him, that in the very commencement of 
this buſineſs, before any anſwer had been given by the Directory to 
his propoſitions, without preſenting any objections to his firſt pro- 
poſal, or any other offer or plan of peace—he ſhould, within twenty- 
four hours, deliver in the ultimatum of his Court. Was there a 
fimilar inſtance ever known in the hiſtory of the world ? Was it 
ever known before, that an uimatum had been demanded even be- 
fore the negotiation itſelf had actually commenced? There was no 
ſuch inſtance to be found in the whole Hiſtory of Treaties. Such a 
demand could not poſſibly be made for any other purpoſe than to 
ſhut the doors againſt all diſcuſlion—againk all negotiation, all ex- 
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planation and poſſibility of an amicable adjuſtment of the different 
points in iſſue. Why did not the French Directory ſtate their ob- 
jections to the propoſals that were made to them? Why did not 
they tell His Majeſty's Miniſter on what terms they would have 
been ready to make peace? Not a word was faid in return, and the 
Britiſh Miniſter was ordered to leave the territories of the Republic 
in twice the ſpace of twenty-four hours. Why ſhould we offer an 
ultimatum to France rather than ſhe to us? If, in addition to that 
inſult, any farther proof were neceſſary of the diſpoſitions of thoſe 
who offered it, ſuch proof would be abundantly ſupplied by the 
contents of the note in which the order was conveyed. The very 
mode of negotiation on which the French Directory had itſelf in- 
liſted, was there rejected, and no practical means left open for 
treating with effect. The bafis of negotiations ſo recently recog- 
nized by mutual conſent, was there diſclaimed, and in its room a 
principle, clearly inadmiſſible, was re- aſſerted as the only ground 
on which France could conſent to treat. The French Directory 
now ſaid, as they had formerly done, that they could not treat on the 
principle of mutual reſtitution, becauſe it was contrary to their 
Laws, their Conſtitution, and they had lately added, the Faith of 
Treaties. That was a principle which never could be admitted by 
this country, or any other independent nation. It was, in faQ, to 
admit, that the French Republic poſſeſſed the only ſupreme power 
in Europe, and that all other countries might be parcelled out by 
them at pleaſure into what they were pleaſed to call Republics; 
but which, in fact, had not the remoteſt reſemblance to that 
form of Government. The admiſſion of ſuch a principle would 
entirely deſtroy the law of nations, by which the different nations 
of Europe, who were independent of each other, had profeſſed to 
be governed for centuries. Such a principle ſuperſeded all intereſts, 
deſtroyed all treaties, and gave to France, and to France alone, the 
power to make what laws ſhe pleaſed, which ſhould be conſidered 
as the only law of nations, and which ſhe might alter and modify 
as much and as often as ſhe pleaſed. According to this principle, 
His Majeſty and his allies were bound to reſtore to France the 
greateſt part of their conqueſts, while the French Republic was to 
retain all thoſe ſhe had made. The admiſſion of that principle 
the Directory had ſtated as a fine qua non, as an indiſpenſable pre- 
liminary to all negotiation, a principle, under which the terms of 
peace muſt have been regulated, not by the uſual conſiderations of 
juſtice, policy, and reciprocal ſubmiſſion on the part of all other 
powers, but by a claim founded on the internal laws and ſeparate 
conſtitution of France, as poſſeſſing full authority to ſuperſede the 
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treaties entered into by independent States, to govern their intereſts, 
to control their engagements, and to diſpaſe of their dominions. 
His Lordſhip ſaid, he believed the conſtruction which the French 
Directory had put on their Laws, their Conſtitution, and Treaties, 
was. not ſupported by the fact. He readily admitted he was very 
little acquainted with the French Publiciſts, and had read very few 
of their writings : he thought it impoſſible to receive much inſtrue- 
tion from them. If a man, in 1789, had learned the true princi- 
ples of the French Conſtitution, he would have found his labour 
was all in vain in the year 1791, when there was another conſtitu- 
tion framed for the Government of France. If he had made him- 
ſelf maſter of the Conſtitution of 1792, he would have found 
himſelf totally ignorant of the Conſtitution of 1793, which was 
eſtabliſhed on different principles ; and a man who had ſtudied the 
Conſtitution of 1793, would have wanted the aſſiſtance of ſome 
Publieiſt to explain to him the Conſtitution that was introduced in 
1795, as being founded on new principles; and it was not impro- 
bable, that before the end of the month of March next there might 
be till another form of Government—another Conſtitution eſta- 
bliſhed in that country. The French Conſtitutions were fo ex- 
tremely flecting, that it was impoſſible to catch the form of them, 
His Lordſhip ſaid, he ſhould not inſult the underſtandings of their 
Lordſhips by entering more fully into this buſineſs. Every candid 
man muſt ſee clearly where the fault lay. It was on ſuch grounds 
as theſe that the farther effuſion of human blood, the continued ca- 
lamities of war, the interruptions of peaceable and friendly inter- 
courſe among mankind, the prolonged diſtreſſes of Europe, and the 
accumulated mitcrics of France itſelf, were, by the Government 
of that country, to be juſtified to the world. His Majeſty and his 
Miniſters had entered into the negotiation with perfect good faith ; 
had ſuffered no impediment to prevent their proſecuting it with ear- 
neſtneſs and fincerity ; they had now only to lament its abrupt ter- 
mination ; and to renew in the face of Europe their moſt ſolemn 
declaration, that whenever the French Government ſhould be dif- 
poſed to enter on the work of general pacification, in a ſpirit of con- 
ciliation and equity, nothing ſhould be wanting on the part of this 
country to contribute to the accompliſhment of that great object, 
with a view to which His Majeſty had already offered ſuch con- 
ſiderable facrifices on his part, and which was now retarded only by 
the exorbitant pretenſions of France. His Lordſhip concluded 
with moving, 

That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, to aſſure 


His Majeſty, that that Houſe alſo felt ms utmoſt concern that 
Vor. III. F 
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« His Majeſty's earneſt endeavours to effect the reſtoration of peace 
« had been unhappily fruſtrated, and that the negotiation in which 
<« he had been happily engaged had been abruptly broken off by 
« the peremptory refuſal of the French Government to treat, ex- 
« cept upon a baſis evidently inadmiſſible, and by their having in 
& conſequence required His Majeſty's Plenipotentiary to quit Paris 
c within forty-eight hours. 

« To thank His Majeſty for having directed the ſeveral memo- 
« rials and papers which had been exchanged in the courſe of the 
« late diſcuſſion, and the account tranſmitted to His Majeſty of 
bc jts final reſult, to be laid before the Houſe. 

* That their Lordſhips were perfectly ſatisfied, from the peruſal 
be of theſc papers, that His Majeſty's conduct had been guided by 
ce afincere deſire to effect the reſtoration of peace, on principles ſuited 
ce to the relative ſituation of the Beiligerent powers, and eilential for 
« the permanent intereſts of His Majelty's kingdoms, and the 
« general ſecurity of Europe ; whilſt his enemies had advanced 
e pretenſions at once inconfiftent with thoſe objects, unſupported 
« even on the grounds on which they were proteticd to reſt, and re- 
% pugnant both to the ſyitcm eſtabliſtied by repeated rreaties, and 
«& to the principles and practice which had hitherto regulated the 
cc intercuurſe of independent nations. 

« To aſſure His Majeſtiy, that under the protection of Provi- 
& dence, he might place the fulleſt reliance on the wiſdom and 
4 firmneſs of his Parliament, on the tried valour of his forces by 
c ſea and land, and on the zeal, publie ſpirit, and reſources of his 
&« kingdoms, for vigorous and effectual ſupport in the proſecution 
« of a conteſt, which it did not depend on His Majeſty to termi- 
c“ nate, and which involved in it the ſecurity and permanent in- 
ic tereſts of this Country and of Europe.” 

The Lord Chancellor, having read the motion, was about to put 
the queſtion upon it, when 

The Earl of GUILFORD faid, that in his opinion the preſent 
was the moſt unfortunate day this country had ever experienced, 
that day only excepted which had plunged us into the calamitics of 
the preſent war. This day was as diſgraceful to the King's Mi- 
niſters, as it was unfortunate for the country. He could not have 
believed it poſſible that His Majeſty's Miniſters could have ſo far 
diſgraced themſelves as to have laid on the table ſuch papers as were 
only a maſs of abſurdities and nonſenſe. He could not help being 
of opinion, that a great deal of what was advanced by the noble 
Secretary was not ſupported by the facts of the caſe. His Lordſhip 
particularly adverted to the principle which the French DixcQory 
FE. - + | 7 e 
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had conſented ſhould form the baſis of the negotiation, and which 
principle the noble Secretary contended they had at laſt dif- 
claimed. He was of a differcnt opinion. If the Status ante bellum 
had been the principle agreed on, he was ready to admit that the 
French had departed from that principle ; but that was by no means 
the caſe. The principle that was to form the baſis of the negotia- 
tion, was that of proportional reſtitution ; and was there any man 
living who could ſay, that what we offered to be reſtored to France 
was an equivalent to what we aſked of her to reſtore to our allies ? 
He thought there was not a noble Lord in that Houſe that would 
maintain a propoſttion ſo abſurd. It was notorious from the papers 
produced, that His Majeſty's ſervants had not been ſincere in any 
part of this buſineſs. Their firſt propoſal was ſuch, that they could 
not reaſonably hope it would be agreed to on the part of France. 
The reſtoration of the Auſtrian Netherlands was a ſine qua non on 
the part of His Majeſty, and the Britiſh Miniſter was to continue 
obſtinate in inſiſting on the reſtoration of every town in thoſe pro- 
vinces. He admitted the importance of the Auſtrian Netherlands, 
but could never conſent that this exhauſted country ſhould go on with 
the war till they ſhould be re-conquered from France, becauſe he 
did not think the event very probable ; and he thought it was the 


duty of that Houſe, to conſider the preſent fituation of the bulk of 


the people of this country, and how far they had been robbed of all 
their comforts. He requeſted the Houſe to conſider the unprece- 
dented expence of another campaign, when they could not borrow 
money at 12 per cent. No conqueſt could poſſibly be made that 
could be deemed a reaſonable compenſation for ſo much treaſure. 
His Lordſhip faid, he could by no means agree to the addreſs that 
had been moved, and therefore he propoſed an amendment, ſtating 
what he conceived to be the miſconduct of His Majeſty's Miniſters 
through the whole of the war, charging them with infincerity in 
every part of the negotiation, and moving, That a Committee 
might be appointed to inquire into the preſent calamitous ſituation 
of the country. 

The Earl of DERBY ſaid, he had been an avowed enemy to 
the war fince its firſt commencement. He had always been of 
opinion that we were under no neceſſity of engaging in it: that 
opinion was now ſtrongly confirmed indeed. Did the noble Seere- 
tary of State ever read a newſpaper? Was he at all acquainted 
with the ſituation of the labouring poor through the various parts of 
the country ? Was he acquainted with the preſent ſtate of trade, 
commerce, and manufactures, throughout the kingdom? In many 
of our manufacturing towns the people had only half the wages 
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they formerly received, being only employed a certain number of 
hours in the day. His Lordſhip faid, he had been informed by one 
of the principal inhabitants of Birmingham, that there were in that 
town no fewer than four thouſand uninhabited houſes, and that one- 
fourth of the remainder were unable to pay the aſſeſſed taxes. He 
defired their Lordſhips to attend to the nature of the Loan by which 
the ſupplies of the preſent year were to be raiſed. He thought 
when that ſubject was fairly conſidered they had no preſſing tempta- 
tion to go on with the war. His Lordthip thought there were 
ſymptoms of infincerity in the conduct of the King's Miniſters on 
this buſineſs ; and therefore he was inclined to ſecond the amend- 
ment of his noble friend. His Lordſhip thought that Pondicherry, 
in the Eaſt Indies, and St. Martinico, St. Lucia, and "Tobago, in 
the Weſt Indies, could never be conſidered as an equivalent for the 
Milaneſe, and the Auſtrian Netherlands, which the French were 
required to give to our allies. 

The Earl of LIVERPOOL entered into a defence of the 
King's Miniſters againſt the aſperſions caſt on them by the Earl of 
Guilford. Hiz Lordſhip thought, that what we had offered to 
France was really an equivalent to what we aſked of them to give up. 
Their Weſt-India Iſlands had been ſuppoſed to be the foundation of 
all their greatneſs. It was reported that the revenue they received 
from that quarter grnerally amounted to ten millions annually. 


His Lordſhip was certain that there never was an inſtance in the 


memory of any negotiation which had been terminated in fo abrupt 
a manner as that under conſideration. Why did not the French 
Directory, when they were diſſatisfied with the propoſals from the 


Britiſh Court, bring forward ſome counter-proje of their own ? 


His Lordſhip thought it indiſputably clear from the whole of the 
correſpondence, that the DireQory, ſo far from being really de- 
firous of peace, were determined that the negotiation ſhould never 
arrive at that ſtage where it was poſſible for the terms of peace to 
come under diſcuſſion. His Lordſhip thought it alſo clear, that 
the Directory had abandoned the principles which they had agreed 
ſhould form the baſis of the negotiation. 

Lord AUCKLAND declared, that though he, from the begin- 
ning of this buſineſs, firmly believed in his conſcience that it would 
be attended with no ſucceſs, yet he was of opinion, that the experi- 
ment ought to be made for the ſatisfaction of the country. The 
experiment had been made, and the reſult was ſuch as he expected. 
He was ſo far from thinking with ſome noble Lords, that His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters were to blame, that he thought the country were 
under very great obligations to them for their able and upright con- 
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duc in the whole of this tranſaction. He hoped the fituation of 
the different claſſes of people in this country was not quite ſo deplora- 
ble as had been repreſented. He enjoyed a high degree of ſatisfac- 
tion, becauſe he believed in his conſcience that the country was 
fully able to go through another campaign; and he had every rea- 
ſon to believe that France was by no means in the ſame ſituation; 
this his Lordſhip conceived, was pretty clear from an authentic report 
of the French themſelves, which ſtated that the defenders of the 
Republic were in the utmoſt diſtreſs, and expoſed to all the horrors 
of nakedneſs. That their hoſpitals were deſtitute of every neceflary ; 
that they were without fire, in want of medicines, &c. that the pub- 
lic creditors, adminiſtrators, &c. from one end of the Republic to 
the other were in the extremity of diſtreſs, and that the only thing 
organized in the Republic was aſſaſſination. | 

Earl FITZWILLIAM inſiſted that the enemy had given no 
encouragement for opening this negotiation. They had never re- 
tracted the inadmiſſible principle advanced in the note to Mr. 
Wickham, nor the offentive decree of November 1792, encouraging 
the people of other countries to riſe up againſt their eſtabliſhed Go- 
vernments. No circumſtance had occurred to convince him that 
their former proud and dangerous principles did not now exiſt in all 
their force. He inſiſted there could be no ſafety in fraternizing 
with ſuch a people ; and illuſtrated his argument by referring to the 
conduct of France towards Genoa, Tuſcany, &c. and intimated that 
as he objected both to the original motion and the amendment, he. 
ſhould, after theſe were diſpoſed of, propoſe an amendment of 
his own. 

The Earl of KINNOUL avowed his independency, and de- 
clared, that he came to meet the diſcuſſion of this queſtion, without 
giving way to any bias or prejudice. The conduct of the enemy, 
in the courſe of this negotiation, he conſidered as inſolent in the ex- 
treme, and ſuch as ought to be refiſted. If the conduct of the 
French Directory betrayed an averſion to treat on fair and equitable 
principles, nothing, in his opinion, remained for this country, but, 
by the continuance of hoſtilities, to bring them to a calm and ſober 
diſcuſſion. The conduct of this country towards France was manly 
and ingenuous. No ſooner did Britain diſcover that it poſſeſſed a 
Government capable of negotiating, than His Majeſty's Miniſters, 
diſdaining all leſſer confiderations, and laying aſide thoſe feelings 
which the conduct of the enemy tended to provoke, ated with real 
dignity, in their offers to mect that people and Government with 
propoſals of peace on equitable terms. The terms which France 
had formerly infiſted on, in anſwer ta Mr. Wickham's note, were, 
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indeed, totally inadmiſſible, and contrary to the laws of nations; but 
notwithſtanding this and other diſcouragements, Lord Malmeſbury, 
without returning invective by invective, ſucceeded in eſtabliſhing 
the general principle of mutual compenſation ; yet, almoſt as ſoon 
as this principle was admitted, it was retracted from and rejected, by 
what he might call, the «ultimatum of the enemy; for, upon this 
queſtion of compenſation, no ſooner was the enemy's relinquiſhing 
the Netherlands (their poſſeſſion of which was moſt dangerous to 
this country) introduced, than the Government of France refuſed 
to enter into any diſcuſſion, and broke off all farther negotiation. 
Nothing therefore, in his Lordthip's opinion, remained but for this 
country to exert its vigour, and he truſted there would be found in 
it, ſufficient zeal to proſecute this war, rather than ſubmit to diſho- 
nourable and dangerous conditions of peace. 

The Duke of BEDFORD inſiſted that His Majeſty's Miniſters 
had ſubſtituted aſſertions inſtead of arguments, and even theſe were 
in ſome reſpects contradictory. By one, the attempt at negotiation 
was ſpoken of in a manner ſuited to the ſolemnity, and by another, 
it was treated as a mere experiment, calculated to amuſe the people 
of this country ; one Miniſter lamented the unſucceſsfulneſs of the 
ſteps taken towards pacification ; another obſerved, that ſome danger 
aroſe from the negotiation itſelf; whilſt, by another, it was aſſerted, 
that the French Republic was determined at all events to continue 
the war. By one, it was ſtated, that their finances were in a rui- 
nous condition; and that noble Lord had even publiſhed a ſtate of 
their reſources, in order to prove that they were now annihilated ; 
whilſt their determination to continue the war went to prove that 

they ſtill had reſources left. The noble Sceretary had reflected on 
the French Directory for refuſing to treat in a manner contrary to 
the Conſtitution and treaties they had formed; whilſt he himſelf 
confidently aſks, Would you have this country violate its treaties 
with its allies * One noble Lord argues, that the negotiation was 
not broken off in conſequence of any objection occurring in the diſ- 
cuſſion itſelf, but on account of the baſis on which that diſcuſſion 
was to proceed; whilſt another declares, that that baſis had been 
laid down by them as the principle on which they had always offered 
to treat. His Grace then proceeded to animadvert on the converſation 
between Lord Malmeſbury and M. Delacroix, and inferred, that 
his Lordſhip, by hinting at an equivalent for the Netherlands, had 
in a manner admitted the plea of the Directory, and that, in con- 
tradition to the treaties ſubſiſting between Britain and her allies 
the French Miniſter at the ſame time, by converſing about an equi- 
valent, proved that he virtually admitted ſome equivalent might be 
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given, His opinion, his Grace declared, was, that the Netherlands 
might be given up for an adequate conſideration. Lord Malmeſ- 
bury, he obſerved, had requeſted a contre projet, whilſt, at the ſame 
time, he perſiſted in refuſing to enter upon any treaty in which the 
French were to retain poſſeſſion of the Netherlands. From theſe 
circumſtances, as well as that of Lord Malmeſbury being left with- 
out a diſcretionary power in any matter of importance, his Grace in- 
ferred, that Miniſters were not fincere in the propoſed negotiation 
for peace. He thought that before a renewal of the negotiation, 
Miniſters ought to have fatisfied themſelves that the French Directory 
had departed from the principle they avowed, when they refuſed to 
treat with Mr. Wickham. In his opinion, Miniſters had not only 
created ſuſpicions as to the ſincerity of their intentions, but even af- 
forded juſt grounds for accuſation. They had acted on a principle 
of augmenting the power of great ſtates at the expence of thoſe which 
were weaker ; ſuch, he ſaid, was their idea of remunerative jultice ! 
By conſenting to ſuch a principle, Europe would fink into a 
miſerable labyrinth of deſpotic arrogance; ** a principle on which,” 
ſaid his Grace, „I ſhall make no comment, but leave it to your 
conſcience to decide.” 

Lord AUCKLAND explained, and denied that he had uſed the 
word © experiment” according to the meaning in which his Grace 
had thought fit to apply it. 

Earl SPENCER, in anſwer to the Duke of Bedford, denied that 
Lord Malmeſburv's converſation with M. Delacroix was to be re- 
garded, either as the baſis of the negotiation, or the cauſe of its being 
broken off. "The queſtion, his Lordſhip thought, might be reduced 
within a narrow compaſs, and was ſimply this, Whether any coun- 


try which wiſhes to maintain its independence, could go on without 


negotiation on the plan adopted by the French DireQory ? He de- 
nied the charge of inſincerity in the conduct of Miniſters. Had 
this been their object, they would have adopted another mode; in- 
ſtead of which, they had perſevered in their attempts to reſtore 
peace, notwithſtanding all the obſtacles which the enemy threw in 
the way. Though he could not allow that they were chargeable 
with any act of humiliation, neither would he admit that they had 
omitted the very firſt opportunity to diſcover the fincerity of their 
diſpoſition to reſtore the bleſſings of peace. From the commence- 
ment of his acting with Miniſters, his Lordſhip declared that he 
had acted from one uniform principle; he conſidered that the ob- 
jects for which the war had been begun, and carried on, were to 
ſecure the important intereſts of this eountry, to reſtore tranquil- 
lity to Europe, and to provide for the maintenance of that tran- 
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quillity ; and though the French Directory had thought fit to put 
a violent end to that negotiation, the object and views of His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters ſtill continued the fame. He denied that Lord 
Malmeſbury, in his converſation with Delacroix, had propoſed any 
ultimatum ; the laſt note of the Directory was actually the beginning 
of the negotiation on their part; and what was their propoſal ? 
« You ſhall accept the baſis of our ne formed Conſtitution, which 
engrafts a conquered country into an integral part of our territories.” 
But, he would aſk, were the laws and Conſtitution of France to be 
paramount to the laws of Europe? The principle advanced by 
France would go to ſubvert all the acknowledged laws of nations, 
Thus, whilſt the Directory were requiring an u/t:matum from us, 
they were in fact, giving one themſelves. The only queſtion now 
for conſideration was, Whether this country, by relinquiſhing the 
farther proſecution of the war, would give up every thing valuable 
to its intereſt ; every principle of good faith with its allies ; and 
what has hitherto been reckoned the public law of Europe? By 
- abiding to one conſiſtent principle, he did not yet deſpair of bringing 
our enemies to a better ſenſe of v. hat they owed to themſelves, and 
the tranquillity of Europe. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR objected to the afſumption of the 
amendment, that the negotiation was not broken off by the French 
Directory. He conſidered the preſent to be a ſubjeR of great im- 
portance to the honour of that Houſe, the credit of Parliamentary 
procecdings, and the intereſts of the country. His Lordſhip de- 
clared that the amendment when he read it had ſurprized and 
amazed him: he doubted whether any ſimilar inſtance could be pro- 
duced of a negotiation with an enemy being broken off, (no matter 
how), and that circumſtance communicated from the Throne to Par- 
liament, that the two houſes of Parliament, inſtead of ſupporting the 
King, when he threw himſelf upon them for ſupport, had put a nega- 
tive upon ſuch an application. Could any gloomy imagination ſuppoſe 
ſuch an amendment could be adopted? what, his Lordſhip aſked, 
would be the effect in this country, and throughout Europe! He 
inſiſted, that the amendment in detail was no other than an exag- 
geration of the power of the enemy, encouraging to them, and de- 
preſſing to the intereſts of this country. The inference to be drawn 
from it was, that this country muſt ſubmit to whatever terms the 
enemy choſe to impoſe ; to humble the nation before the Executive 
Directory, and to invite them to put their feet upon our necks ! 
He denied the noble Earl's (Guilford) aſſertion, that the memorial 
preſented to the French Directory was of a ſophiſtical nature; for 
what, he would aſk, could contain in plainer terms, a more in- 
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genuous deelaration of what England was diſpoſed to ſurrender, and 
what to demand on behalf of her allies? But, whatever might be 
the relative value of the compenſations propoſed, they had never, in 
fact, been brought under diſcuſſion. The propoſals of England to- 
wards the enemy were gencrous and liberal; though France had 
made no conqueſts from us, yet England propoſed to ſurrender back 
all the conqueſts made from that power, only on condition of her 
making ſuitable returns of the conqueſts made from the Emperor. 
His Lordſhip remarked, that the Government of France had made 
no reply to the memorial which had been preſented ; the queſtion 
of reciprocal compenſations had never been fairly diſcuſſed; inſtead 
of this, they required an u/timatum within twenty-four hours; and, 
in the very act of doing fo, they recall the very baſis of the nego- 
tiation, to which they had previouſly agreed. He would put out 
of view the inſolence and arrogance of the lauguage they had uſed, 
and content himſelf with obſerving, that their whole conduct and 
language diſcovered on their part a determination to avoid all diſ- 
cuſſion. Thus, ſaid his Lordſhip, have the Government of France 
barred and double barred the door of negotiation againſt you. He 
would aſk, was the Houſe prepared to ſend up this thing (the amend- 
ment) to the Crown, in preference to declaring that they would 
not ſubmit to a proud and arrogant enemy? Would they not 
rather ſhew that their ſpirit was up to the occaſion, till ſuch time as 
the enemy was brought to diſcover a better ſpirit? He next pro- 
cceded to remark, that a noble Earl (Derby) had ſpoken with appa- 
rent ſatisfaction of the increaſing number of bankruptcies. He 
could take upon him confidently to eontradict ſuch ſtatement. In 
the preſent year, the number was rather more than one fifth leſs 
than the average of the laſt twelve years. Until the beginning of 
December this year, the number was 7 24, and there might be 
about 40 or 50 more ſince; in all leſs than 800, whereas the ave- 
rage number of the laſt twelve years was about 1040. The wealth 
of this country was alſo increaſing; this, his Lordſhip inferred from 
the ſurplus of monies brought into Chancery, amounting to 
960, oool. of which he computed about a clear ſurplus of 
800,000. of wealth ſaved during the current year. At no period 
were the manufaQtories more flouriſhing than now ; nor any year. in 
which the quantity of Engliſh goods exported was greater. Our 
national wealth and proſperity were immenſe. Subſcriptions to the 
Loan of eighteen millions were ſent up to a large amount from 
various country towns, even after the loan was filled up. Let this 
be fairly contraſted with the ſtatement of France as given by the 
Directory themſelves. His Lordſhip concluded, by again inſiſting, 
Vor. III. G FRONT | 
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that at no former period of Engliſh hiſtory, when negotiations were 
broken off, (particularly the conferences at Gertruydenburgh) did 
thoſe who then oppoſed the Miniſtry ever think of bringing for. 
ward a motion like “ that thing“ which he then held in his hand. 
The Earl of ABINGDON condemned Miniſters for not hav- 
ing at a more early period conſulted the Aſſembly of the Nation, 
He avowed his predilection for Monarchy, and declared himſelf an 
Antigallican ; but thought the anſwer of the Directory manly, and 
ſhould vote for the amendment. 
The queſtion being called for, a diviſion took place on the 
amendment : 
Contents, - . 7; Proxy, I— 8. 
Non- contents, 63; Proxy, 23—86. 
Majority againſt the amendment, 78. 
Earl FITZWILLIAM then roſe to move his propoſed amend. 
ment; and after a brief recapitulation of ſome of his former argu- 


ments, concluded with moving an amendment to the addreſs, in 8 
ſubſtance repreſenting the dangerous principles advanced by the 
French Republic, the neceſlity of a perſeverance in the conteſt, and 


the impropriety of courting any negotiation of peace with France in 
its preſent ſtate. 

Earl SPENCER objected to this amendment. He ſaid, his 
principles never led him to the length which the noble Earl ſeemed 
defirous to lead the Houſe. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, he perfectly concurred in opinion 
with his noble friend. 

Lord Fitzwilliam's motion was put, and negatived without 2 
diviſion. 

The Duke of BEDFORD roſe, and declared his conviction, 
that this country could neither enjoy peace nor proſperity without a 
change of men and meaſures: his intention was therefore to 
make a motion to that effect: but previous to this, he ſhould move 
for an inquiry into the ſtate of the nation. He propoſed, there- 
fore, to make his motion on Monday fortnight, and moved that the 
Lords be ſummoned for that day. 
Lord GRENVILLE declared he ſhould not object to the in- 
quiry, but only to the time propoſed. 

After a few words from the Duke of BEDFORD, the motion 
was put and negatived. 

Lord GRENVILLE then moved, that this Houſe do adjou 
to Tueſday the 14th of February next. Agreed — Adjourned i 
twelve oclock. 
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a Monday, 27 th February, 1797. 

ey The LORD CHANCELLOR read to their Lordſhips a 
gh meſſage from the King reſpecting the Order of Council ifſued to 
* the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, requiring 
e them to forbear iſſuing any caſh in payments, until the ſenſe of 
if be Parliament could be taken on that ſubje&.—| For a copy of the 


Meſſage and the Order of Council, fee the Proceedings of the 
ouſe of Commons. ] 

Lord GRENVILLE ſaid, it was not then his intention to 
nter into a ſubject of ſo much importance. He wiſhed to give 
noble Lords the ſame time to conſider of it as was uſual in ſuch 
aſes, and therefore moved, that this communication from His Ma- 
eſty be taken into conſideration to-morrow, and the Lords ſum- 
oned.—Ordered. 

The Duke of NORFOLK then moved, that the Order of 
ouncil be read; and the ſame being read accordingly, his Grace 
aid, as this meſſage was to be taken into conſideration to-morrow, - 
e ſhould not then go far into the ſubject. Such an Order of 
Council appeared to him moſt extraordinary, and had produced a 
ſtrong impreſſion on his mind, as it muſt alſo neceffarily have done 
on all their Lordſhips, and on the country at large. Although 
his was an Order of Council, he believed the Miniſter was the 
mover, contriver, and organizer of all thoſe meaſures which had ſo 
much diſgraced the country, and was driving it to ruin, He faid, 
one great cauſe of the evil complained of had been totally omitted; 
and therefore he wiſhed to ſtate it to their Lordſhips. The great 
carcity of gold and filver which was at preſent experienced in this 
ingdom, aroſe in a great degree from the exportation of it, both in 
oin and bullion, to the Emperor of Germany, and our other allies 
upon the Continent ; and therefore the evil now complained of 
would be greatly remedied, if no more were to be exported. For 
9p purpoſe, his Grace moved, „That an humble addreſs be pre- 
# ſented to His Majeſty, that no farther exportation of gold or 
ſilver coin, or of gold or filver bullion, ſhould take place for the 
uſe of the Empcror, or any other foreign power, until the ſenſe 
of Parliament be taken on that ſubjeR, after a full review of the 
cauſes of the preſent exigencies of the Public, and on which His 
Majeſty has been this day adviſed to iſſue a moſt extraordinary 
and illegal Proclamation.” 

A number of Lords here called out © it was no Proclamation ;* 


rned 4 upon which his Grace 2 in the place of it, « Order of 
Cou cil.“ 
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The LORD CHANCELLOR read this motion ; after which 
Lord GREN VILLE ſaid, that as their Lordſhips had deter- 
mined not to take rhat ſubject into conſideration till ro-morrow, he 


did not chuſe to diſeuſs it to-day, though the noble Duke ſeemed to I 
wiſh to decide to-day what was to be diſcufſed to-morrow. He ei 
would not then enter into any argument upon the coin or bullion n 
that had been exported to the Continent. It was probable they tl 
would have abundant opportunities of difcufling the propriety of that 0 


exportation; and he had no doubt, when the proper ſeaſon came, 
that he ſhould be able to ſhew that the exportation of that money to 
the Emperor was a moſt wiſe and ſalutary meaſure for the Public. 
As the whole ſubje& would be gone into to- —— he would give 
his negative to the preſent motion. 

The Duke of NORFOLK explained, and faid, his motion 
was collateral to the bulineſs that ſtood for to-morrow, and nothing 
prevented their Lordſhips from deciding upon it immediately. 

Lord GREN VILLE ſaid, this was an attempt, by a fide wind, 
to decide that day upon a part of the ſubject before there was an 
opportunity of diſcuſſing the reſt of it. That diſcuſſion had been 
put off till to-morrow, and therefore he ſhould not then enter 
upon it. | 

The Duke of GRAFTON expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at the | 
Order of Council, and conceived it muſt produce ſome extraordi- 
nary effect on the country. Did the noble Lord bring forward ſuch 
a meaſure on the ground of high prerogative ? or did he mean to | 
bring in a bill of indemnity? His Grace ſaid, that ſuch an order 
was certainly illegal, and that neither His Majeſty, in virtue of his 
prerogative, nor his Council, could take away the rights of his 
ſubjects, and forbid the Bank to pay the debts it owed the 
Public. If the noble Lord would have the goodneſs to explain on 
what ground the meaſure was brought forward, it would ——_ great 
ſatisfaction to the Public. 

Lord GREN VILLE thought, after the Houſe had agreed to 
poſtpone the conſideration of the whole of this ſubject till to- 
morrow, that the noble Duke had no right to call upon him for ex- 
planation; but as he was anxious and deſirous to give the noble 
Duke every ſatisfaction, he had no objection to anſwer his queſtion. 

His Lordſhip ſaid, the Bank were not obliged to obey the Order of 

Council, though he hoped to make it appear, that they acted wiſely 

for themſclves, as well as the Public, in obeying it. It was com- 

petent to the Bank to act as they pleaſed. They were perfectly free, 

and the Order of Council was not compulſory on them. They 

might, if they pleaſed, have refuſed to obey it. 
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The Earl of GUILFORD ſaid, he certainly did not then in- 


tend to go into the buſineſs that ſtood for to-morrow ; but he con- 
ceived the motion of his noble friend did not at all interfere with it. 
It did not at all ſtand in the way of the meaſure intended to be diſ- 
cufſed to-morrow, and in whatever way his noble friend's motion 
might be diſpoſed of, it could not affect the future conſideration of 
this ſubject. He would not then argue the propriety or impropriety 
of at any time ſending the coin out of the kingdom ; but certainly 
it was impoſſible it could be a right meaſure at a moment when His 
Majeſty's Miniſters were obliged to have recourſe to ſuch extraordi- 
nary meaſures. At the ſame time his Lordſhip cvuld not pretend 
to ſay, that this meaſure might not be beneficial. It was poſhble 
His Majeſty's Miniſters might have reduced the country to ſuch a 
ſtate as even to render the meaſure, extraordinary and illegal as it 
was, indiſpenſably neceſſary. + He had long thought that the fears 
and alarms which prevailed in the country would produce evils 
ſimilar to thoſe that were now experienced; but it had never en- 
tered his imagination that they would have been carried to ſuch an 
extent. He thought the motion of his noble friend would be at- 
tended with the greateſt benefit. 

Lord ROMNEY faid, in that awful, critical, and momentous 
ſituation of the country, he could not vote for the motion of his noble 
friend. He did not like the words extrazrdinary and illegal; his Lord- 
ſhip thought them improper before the ſubject was diſcuſſed. He 
was alſo afraid that ſuch expreſſions going abroad might at that 
moment have an improper effect on the public mind. He at the 
ſame time aſſured their Lordſhips, that if His Majeſty's Miniſters, 
or the proudeſt Lord in that Houſe, wiſhed to carry the prerogative 
of the Crown beyond its proper bounds, he ſhould be among the 
firſt to reſiſt it. If this motion came to a vote, he ſhould find him- 
ſelf under the neceſſity of voting againſt it. 

The Duke of NORFOLK ſaid, he could have no objections to 
expunge the words extraordinary and illegal, provided the Houſe 
were about to agree to his motion. But as they had ſhewn no ſuch 
diſpoſition, theſe words ſhould ſtand as part of the motion. That 
the Order of Council was extraordinary, he was ſatisfied, that no 
noble Lord, that no man in the country, could deny. It ſeemed 
to be equally clear, that it was illegal; for it required the Bank not 
to pay money to thoſe individuals who preſented their notes, and 
ypon the faith of which payment alone their notes had obtained a 
circulation, It had been ſaid, the Order of the Privy Council was 
not binding upon the Bank. His Grace did not know what he 
ought to call the Privy Council, whether a Court of Juſtice, or what 
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was the nature and extent of its juriſdiction. But it was an high- 
conſtituted authority, recognized by the Conſtitution of this country, 
and therefore all its orders muſt produce a great effect on thoſe to 
whom they were directed. He wiſhed to aſk the noble Lord one 
queſtion: Was it intended to fend any more money to the Emperor 
of Germany? 

The Duke of GRAFTON faid, if the noble Lord would have 
the goodneſs to anſwer that queſtion, it would remove all difficulty ; 
and an aſſurance that there was no ſuch intention, would be moſt 
fatisfaRory to the country. It would alſo be unneceſſary to preſs 
his noble friend's motion to a diviſion. 

Lord GREN VILLE replied, that he would not diſcuſs that 
day a ſubject which the Houſe had determined to take into con- 
fideration to-morrow ; and the only motive for preſſing that motion 
was, as he had obſerved before, by a fide wind to decide a part of S 
the queſtion. 

The Earl of MOIRA faid, he had not the leaſt ſuſpicion that 
it was intended to ſend any more money out of the country ; but as 
the noble Lord had refuſed to anſwer the queſtion of the noble 
Duke upon that ſubject, that circumſtance would induce him to 
vote far the motion. 

The Houſe here divided: Non: contents, 34; Contents, 5. 
Majority againſt the motion, 29.— Adjourned. 


2 


O 


Tueſday, 28th February. 
The order of the day being read for taking His Majeſty" s meſſage 


into conſideration, 

Lord GREN VILLE ſaid, that he had but little to trouble their 
Lordſhips with in preface to the motions which he would have the 
honour to ſubmit to them. As to the firſt, which was merely an 
addreſs of thanks to His Majeſty for his gracious communication, 
and aſſuring him, that their Lordſhips would take it into their ſerious 
and immediate conſideration, there would be, he believed, but one 
opinion. On the next point, it was almoſt unneceſſary to ſtate, that 
a full inquiry and inveſtigation ought to take place on the important 
buſineſs to which the meſſage moſt particularly alluded. It was 
with much ſatisfaction that he ſtated his opinion to be, that the reſult 
of ſuch an inveſtigation would fully and fatisfaQorily prove to the 
Houſe and to the Country, that the ſituation of the Bank, upon a due 
compariſon between the amount of its outſtanding debts and en- 
gagements, and the property and aſſets actually in their poſſeſſion, 
would be found to be in that fituation of afluence and flouriſhing 
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proſperity which the Directors had repreſented it to be when they ſo 
wiſely had agreed to the preſent requiſition conveyed in the Order 
of the Privy Council. In inquiring into and inveſtigating ſo deli- 
eate as well as important a ſubject, it muſt be obvious that the 
greateſt caution and even ſecrecy was neceſſary, particularly when 
not only the public and commercial intereſts of the country, but the 
internal government and individual intereſts of that great Company 
were ſo deeply implicated, that any imprudent diſcloſure of the de- 
tails of ſuch an inveſtigation might be attended with unfair and 
dangerous conſequences ; by making the Committee a Select and 
Secret Committee, every degree of neceſſary and uſeful information 
might be obtained, and nothing dangerous need be apprehended ; it 
was therefore his intention to move, that the Committee ſhould be 
Secret, and conſiſt of nine Members, ſuch as their Lordſhips 
might nominate. He then moved his firſt motion, for an addreſs, 

The Duke of GRAFTON faid, there could be no difference 
of opinion about the firſt of theſe two motions. But he ſhould 
have been happy if the noble Secretary of State had given him an 
aſſurance that this was not an act of prerogative. He ſhould alſo 
be glad to know, whether it was intended that a bill of indemnity 
ſhould paſs. Till an act of Parliament was obtained, it was com- 
petent to every holder of a Bank-note, who, when he preſented it for 
payment, was refuſed money at the Bank, to bring an action in any 
of the Courts at Weſtminſter againſt the Directors of the Bank. 
That ſeemed to be ſo clear, that his Grace ſuppoſed no noble Lord 
would be diſpoſed to diſpute it. He ſubmitted to the Lord Chan- 
cellor, that till an act of Parliament paſſed to render paper a legal 
tender, it was competent to any individual who was refuſed money 
for his notes at the Bank, to bring an action againſt it. 

Lord GREN VILLE ſaid, he thought. he had yeſterday expreſſed 
himſelf ſo explicitly on ſome points ſtated by the noble Duke, that 
no perſon could have miſunderſtood him. He conſidered the mea- 
ſure recommended by His Majeſty's Privy Council as not within 
the power of the Crown; he regarded it as an act of ſtate ariſing 
from neceſſity, and which could not be juſtified by the ſtrict letter 
of the law. At the ſame time His Majeſty's Miniſters had the ſa- 
tisfaction of feeling that, by adopting it, they had diſcharged a great 
and important duty to the public ; and he conceived they would have 
failed in the diſcharge of that duty, if they had omitted 'to adopt it. 
If the preſſure of affairs did not require it, he admitted His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters had ated with great impropriety ; but if it was 
neceſſary, their adoption of the meaſure would entitle them to the 
praiſe of eyery man who loved his country. As to a bill of indem- 
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nity, his Lordſhip ſaid he had not made up his mind upon the ne. 
ceſlity of it, provided this turned out to be a beneficial and wiſe 
meaſure. But if it ſhould be the opinion of their Lordſhips that 
a bill of indemnity was neceffary to protect him and the reſt of His 
Majeſty's Miniſters : ; fo far from reſiſting it, he ſhould think it his 
duty to propoſe it. 

The motion for the addreſs to His Majeſty was then put and 
carried nem. diſſent. 

Lord Grenville having put his ſecond motion, 

The Duke of GRAFTON faid, that as to appointing a Secret 
Committee to inquire into the ſituation of the Bank, he could not 
help difapproving of ſuch a meaſure. He was certain it would be 
extremely unſatisfactory to the country at large. The very idea of 
ſecrecy conveyed ſomething diſagreeable to the mind; and the lower 
claſſes, who were more liable to entertain ſuſpicions, would be diſ- 
ſatisfied with that mode of treating the ſubject. He ſaw nothing 
in the nature of the ſubject that required ſecrecy. He did not know 


any thing that would produce more diſagreeable effects on the coun- | 


try at large. He wiſhed that the whole ſubject ſhould come fairly 
and openly before their Lordſhips, who would a& upon it as in their 
wiſdom they ſhould think fit. That was the only honourable way 
in which the ſubject could be diſcuſſed. He did not know what 
was the preſent ſtate of the Bank of England ; but he well remem- 
bered when he had a ſhare in His Majeſty's Councils, that the afflu- 
ence and proſperity of that great Company was ſuch, that they 


' would have wiſhed their enemies to examine their ſituation, and to 


be fully acquainted with the ſtate of their affairs ; and he muſt till 
hope they were in a good ſtate till the contrary was ſhewn. The 
referring a buſineſs of ſuch magnitude and importance as this to a 
Secret Committee, compoſed of nine noble Lords, was a mockery 
on all proceedings. Though his Grace was ſure the Houſe would 
be extremely deſirous to have the opinions of the noble Lords who 
might compoſe the Secret Committee, yet to be bound by their 
opinion, was annihilating the whole power of that Houſe. It pre- 
cluded their Lordſhips from inquiring into the ſubject, and of form- 
ing a ſound judgement upon it. It was abſolutely neceſſary that 
their Lordſhips ſhould know the ſtate of facts; they muſt ſee the 
accounts of the Bank ; they muſt be acquainted with their debts 
and credits, before they could be in a condition to form a fair 
judgement on the ſubject. For theſe reaſons, his Grace hoped the 


noble Secretary would think an open Committee ought to be pre- 


ferred. 


Lord GRENVILLE ſaid, that he could not agree in opinion 
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RDS. 

ne. with the noble Duke that the ſituation of the Bank ought to be pub- 
wiſe licly diſcuſſed in that Houſe. Neither did he agree with him in 
that I thinking, that by the appointment of a Committee to inquire into 


His che points he had ſtated, that the power of that Houſe was taken 
t his away. His Grace had deſeribed ſuch a mode of proceeding as a 
mockery of all procgedings, and that it was unparliamentary and 
diſhonourable, and yet it was notorious to their Lordſhips that it was 
done every day by that Houſe, and in meaſures of the greateſt 
magnitude and importance, He was clearly of opinion that it 
would be extremely improper to diſcuſs the concerns of the Bank 
in the Houſe openly, as many particulars in ſuch a caſe would be 
diſcloſed which ought not to meet the public eye. The Report of 


and 


\ccret 
d not 
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ca of he Select Committee would be ſubmitted to the conſideration of the 
lower ouſe, who would have no dithculty in forming a judgement upon 


> dif- 


thing 
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t. His Lordihip faid he again wiſhed to repeat in the moſt expreſs 
anguage, that the Bank of England were not obliged to obey the 
order of the Privy Council, and they had the ſame right to refuſe to 
pbey it as an individual would have had, if the order had been ſent 


fairly Wo him to pay a ſum of money. 
their The Earl of GUILFORD faid, he could have no objection to 
: way he firſt motion that had been made by the noble Secretary. He 
what ould neither approve nor diſapprove of the meaſure recommended 
mem- y the Order of Council, becauſe he did not know on what grounds 
afflu- t hid been adopted. For any thing he knew to the contrary, it 
they ight be abſolutely neceſſary, though it was now admitted on all 
ind to {Wands that it was both extraordinary and illegal. As to a Secret 
t ſtill ommittee, he had ſtrong objections to it. It was a mode of ſmug- 
The ling buſineſs through that Houſe, and giving up all their power and 
s to a Fight of judging to nine individuals. This would ſurely be degra- 
ckery Ning to the Houſe, however reſpectable that Committee might be. 
would eſides he ſaw no neceſſity for it. By the Statement of the noble 
who Pecretary, the Bank of England was in a moſt flouriſhing ſtate. If 
their {What was ſo, what objection could he have to this meaſure being diſ- 
t pre- P᷑uſſed publicly in that Houſe. So far from injuring them, if they 
form- ere in that flouriſhing ſituation, it muſt be extremely advantageous 
y that Wo the Company that the proſperous ſtate of their affairs ſhould be 
ce the aid before the public. If the buſineſs went to a ſecret Committee, 
debts Wt would totally preclude that Houſe from forming any judgement 
a fair n the ſubject, and therefore he hoped their Lordſhips would not 
ed the FWegrce to any ſuch meaſure. 


e pre- The Earl of LIVERPOOL thought, if the Committee were 
{ly to inquire into the ſubject, and not to report their opinion on it, 


pinion Frith the reaſons upon which that opinion was founded, that there 
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might be ſome ground for what ſeveral noble Lords had alledged, 
namely, that the power of deciding would be taken away from that 
Houſe. But there was no foundation for that obſervation in this 
caſe, as the motion went to authorize the Committee not only to in- 
quire, but alſo to report, and to aſſign the ground of that report; 
what difficulty could the Houſe have, when that report was ſubmitted 
to their conſideration and diſcuſſion, in forming a correct judgement 
upon it? They would have the ſame means of judging of it, as 
upon any other ſubje& which had been previouſly ſubmitted to the 
conſideration of any Committee whatever. | 
The Duke of BEDFORD objected to the words of the latter 
part of the motion, and to the Committee being a Secret Committee. 
He did not know, he ſaid, that there was any neceſſity for the inveſ- Wl * 
tigation of a Secret Committee; there might be, but he was not pre-! 
pared to admit it. Be that as it might, he could not conceive that 
their Lordſhips were to determine a great national queſtion, of ſuch 
immenſe importance as the preſent, on the report of nine Lords, 
be they who they might. The words of the reſolution, as they 
now ſtood, were, that the Committee do report on the neceſſity of 
confirming and continuing the meaſure adopted by the minute of 
Council. This was neither more nor leſs than to pay no more caſhſ 
to the public creditors, but only Bank paper. Of the real exi- 
gency which induced His Majeſty's Miniſters to iſſue this minute, 
he ſhould not ſpeak, becauſe he was not poſſeſſed of ſuch informa- 


ble Secretary of State had, however, mentioned the public mind be- 
ing agitated and alarmed by unfounded and exaggerated reports of 
an invaſion. Who, he would aſk, were the firſt raiſers and pro- 
pagators of thoſe reports? Miniſters themſelves. They began the 
preſent ſeſſion by putting it into the mouth of their Sovereign to tell 
the people, that he ſeriouſly expected an invaſion would ſpeedily 
take place. They followed up this intelligence with a ſtring of bills, 
fraught with every ſpecies of folly that man could well think of, to 
the general and great annoyance of the country. They had given 
every degree of currency to the reports of invaſion, by every means 


they had purſued, and now they came and prefaced the neceſſity of he 
the preſent unexampled meaſure, by alledging that the minds of the 1 

people were agitated and alarmed by“ unfounded and exaggerated 

reports of an invaſion.” Their Lordſhips had long been in the habit « 


of paying greater deference, and putting more confidence in the aſ- 
ſertions of the noble Secretary than he was inclincd to do. Hel? 
truſted their Lordſhips now began to find that confidence had been eſt 
carried too far. How could their Lordſhips now rely on the aſſer- Pf 
2 | 


Fes. 28. DEBATES. 51 


tion, that the alarm of invaſion which at preſent pervaded the pub- 
lie mind was “ unfounded and exaggerated !'* What, was it an 


1 this 
o in. idle and exaggerated alarm when twenty thouſand men had actually 
vort; been ſent, and part of them had appeared off the coaſt of Ireland; 
ited where, had it not been for the interference of the elements, the 
ment whole would have been landed? Had not a body of men been ac- 
it, as Ml tually landed on a part of this iſland ? He by no means thought 
to the chat this, in itſelf, was any real ſubject of alarm, but conneQed with 
the other, and with the general preparations of the enemy, it ſhewed 
latter their intention, and proved beyond a doubt, that the alarm of invaſion 
\ittce, could not truly be ſaid to be © unfounded,” however it might be, as 
vel. alarms are liable to be, ſomewhat © exaggerated.” His Grace 
t pre- ſaid, he thought the words in the motion, after the word Report, 
e that ought to be left out; and he moved the fame accordingly. 


F oel Lord GRENVILLE oppoſed this motion, and contended that 
Lords, theſe words were abſolutely neceſſary. It was neceſſary, he ſaid, 
s they from the very nature of the tranſaction, that the Committee to be 
Tity ef appointed ſhould be a ſecret one; and it was alſo neceſſary that 
ute of the Report of that Committee ſhould be laid before their Lordſhips, 
e caſh in order for the Houſe to form a proper judgement as to what ſteps 
it would be moſt prudent and adviſeable to adopt in conſequence. 


exi- 

nut His Lordſhip then noticed the expreſſions which the Duke of Bed- 
3 ford had uſed as to His Majeſty's Miniſters, which as far as regarded 
he no-fhimſelf, he ſaid, made no impreſſion on him; but he thought his 


Grace had not ſhewn that reſpect which was due to the Legiſlature, 
vhen he had alluded to aQs paſſed by them, and ſtated them to be 
fraught with every ſpecies of folly. 

The Earl of FAUCONBERG roſe, he aid, to vindicate the 
onduct of Government with reſpe& to the meaſures taken for the 
omeſtic defence of the country. He particularly praiſed the Inde- 
pendent Corps and the Volunteers; and paſſed ſeveral encomiums 
n the exertions made in this reſpect, in the Weſt-Riding of Vork- 
ire, of which a noble Duke then preſent (Norfolk) was Lord Lieu- 
enant. Theſe troops, inſtead of being an annoyance, had proved 
he means of defence, and of preſerving tranquillity. A recent in- 
tance was an indiſputable proof of their utility. 

The Duke of BEDFORD explained, and faid, that he was 
ery ſorry if, in the warmth of argument, he had uſed any term or 
xpreſſion which could by any means be conſtrued to be diſreſpectful 
o the Legiſlature. His meaning went only to the ſhare His Ma- 
eſty's Miniſters had in framing the bills he had alluded to. He 
ppealed to the Houſe, whether in a fortnight after they were 
aſſed, freſh acts had not followed in order to amend them, and 
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after all, one of them was now in ſuch a ſtate that nobody knew 
how to act upon it. He had, however, made a blunder in his ex- 
preſſion. His Majeſty's Miniſters, to be ſure, never made blunders, 
They had never made a blunder ſince the commencement of the | 
preſent war. In his warmth he had accuſed them of an act of lh. 
If he had maturely weighed the word before he ſpoke it, he, per- 
haps, ſhould have applied to them an accuſation of a deeper dye. 

The Duke of GRAFTON aid, that his opinion was ſtrongly 
againſt a Secret Committee; and he alſo diſapproved the idea of 
the Report of that Committee being the ground-work of any fu- 
ture proceeding of that Houſe. The meaſure in queſtion was one 
of the moſt important that ever came before Parliament, and he 
thought their Lordſhips could not come to any final determination 
on it, without a full and complete knowledge of every circum- 
ſtance which gave riſe to it. The Committee ought, therefore, to | 
be an open one. He begged the Houſe to beware how they touched 
ſo delicate a firing as that of public credit. He ſupported the ob- | 
jection of the Duke of Bedford to the words in queſtion. By theſe f 
words the Secret Corhmittee were to make their report on © the ne- | 
ceſſity of confirming and continuing the meaſure adopted in the | 
minute of Council.” By the conſtruction the Bank had put upon 
this minute, they had advertiſed that they would pay the dividends 
in paper. He begged their Lordſhips to recollect, that the faith of 
Parliament ſtood pledged that the dividends ſhould be paid in.cafh; 
and if this was broke in upon, he feared the ſtab would be given to 
the public credit and faith of the nation, which would occaſion a 
wound in it hardly ever afterwards to be healed. 

Lord AUCKLAND oppoſed the motion of the noble Duke. 
He contended that the words were neceſſary, becauſe as the Com- 
mittee muſt be ſecret, their report on the ſubject could not be diſ- 
penſed with. He was ſorry for the aſperity with which the Duke 
of Bedford had ſpoken. He hoped they would conduct this buſi- 
neſs with temper, coolneſs, and moderation: if we do not, ſaid his 
Lordſhip, © the country is ruined.” 

The Duke of NORFOLK expreſſed his concern that he was 
not preſent when the buſineſs was firſt opened. He confeſſed he 
was of opinion that the Committee ought not to be a ſecret, but an 
open one. There was one thing, however, which he did not per- 
fectly comprehend, and that was, whether the minute of the Coun- 
eil had been made with the approbation of the Court of Directors 
He hoped, therefore, the noble Secretary would have the goodneſs 
to reſolve him that queſtion. | 

Lord GRENVILLE ſaid, that he had occaſion ſo often to 
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-ouble the Houſe, he was ſomewhat ſurprized that the noble Duke 
ould now call upon him to anſwer a queſtion which was anſwered 


by the firſt part of his ſpeech, but which the noble Duke did not 


- 


hear, becauſe he had thought proper to be at his dinner. 


The Duke of NORFOLE replied, that it was not cuſtomary 
with him to trouble the noble Seerctary with queſtions. He cer- 
tainly was not preſent at the opening of the buſineſs, not becauſe he 


choſe to be at dinner, but becauſe he was engaged in ſome public 


butineſs, the reſult of which he wanted to diſpatch by the poſts ; 
he ſhould not otherwiſe, he ſaid, have drawn on himſelf the flip- 
pant expreſſion of the noble Sceretary, which he was ſure he had not 
deſerved. 
The Marquis of LANDSDOWNE faid, that the queſtion of 
that day was of fo awful and portentous a nature, that he had not 
ventured to riſe to deliver any ſentiments which had occurred to 
him, until he had heard the opinions of other noble Lords, and 
had collected from His Majeſty's Miniſters ſome information of the 
courſe of conduct which they intended to purſue. He had long 
ſoreſeen and foretold the preſent cxigency ; he had warned that Houſe 
repeatedly of the horrific dilemma into which they were now 
brought; he had meditated upon the diſaſtrous ſyſtem of waſte, 
profuſion, indifference, and diſtraction, that were calculated to bring 
on the evil; and noble Lords would do him the juſtice to recollect, 
that not one ſeſſion had paſſed over ſince the vear 1793, in which 
he had not, to uſe a vulgar, but a ſtrong, expreſſion, bored their Lord- 
Mips with his prophetic admonitions. His mind had been early 
taught a moſt ſacred reverence for that moſt delicate and indefinite 
"ol called public credit, A ſmall pamphlet, but a moſt able one, 
had been put into lus hands and recommended to his ſtudy : it was 
the production of a great and diſtinguiſhed Member of Parliament 
(Harley, Karl of Oxford). That noble author illuſtrated the na- 
ture of public credit by ſaying, that it was to the people of Great 
-ritain what the ſoul of man was to his body. It was pure foul : 
it was immaterial in itſelf, and yet it was that which gave to ſub- 
ſtance its functions. It was not the cauſe, but the effect; it lowed 
from the happy organization of all the parts of the material body. It 
Was not to be created ; it was not to be forced: its preciſe ſeat in 
the body politic could not be diſcovered; it at once pervaded over 
and proceeded out of the whole. It both gave and received its ani- 
mation and its exiſtence. It was not property, for no branch of the 
body could call it its own. It was not the King's credit; it was not 
the credit of Parliament ; it was public credit. It was that thing 


which ſprung from the happy concoction of all the vital juices of 
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the national frame, which procceded from the nice diftribution of our 
parts, and their mutual co-operation ; which gave to the national 
ſyſtem a ſympathetic connection, an unity of action, a correſpondence 
and promptitude which in matter of finance is known by the name 
of punRuality. This publie credit was the foul of England; it 
was that which carried the nation to a height infinitely beyond its 
numerical power. It was our credit that ſet all the calculations of 
poktical arithmetic at defiance ; it derided the cold difidence of thoſe 
who judged of our means by the geographical limits of the iſland, 
or the viſible number of its people. Public credit did not even 
look to ſecurity as its baſis, it always connected ſecurity with pune— 
tuality. Many noble Lords with their 20,000l. a year would 
find it difficult to procure the loan of a thouſand pounds on an 
emergency, though they had perfect ſecurity to offer, when a neigh- 
bouring tradeſman, with a capital of, perhaps, only a few hun- 
dreds, would find the loan with facility, Why was this? It was 
the known punctuality of the one placed againſt the known want of 
punctuality in the other : it was becauſe the lender knew that the 
merchant was tenacious of a credit about which the nobleman was 
indifferent. This was the character of England. This it was 
that had diſtinguiſhed us from all the other nations of the earth, 
an] particularly from France: there every thing had been called, 
and every thing had depended on the King's credit ; here all de- 
pendence was on the nation: there a diſorganized ſpirit of expence 
ſheltered itſelf under the credit of the Grand Monarque ; here 
every thing contributed to, as every thing flowed again from, the 
fountain of public credit ; and the adminiſtration of the country 
was, in reality, nothing more than a committee for the manage- 
ment of this credit. To aſcribe the ſhock that had been given to it 
to the idle ſtories of unfounded and exaggerated alarms, was ridi- 
culous. It proceeded from deep, progreſſive, accumulated cauſes ; 
cauſes which all thinking men had long deplored, and which had 
been growing to a head under the unhappy and ill-requited confi- 
dence which their Lordſhips had placed in the King's Miniſters, 
It was material to endeavour to aſcertain the cauſes that had brought 
us to this dilemma, One cauſe was manifeſt the inordinate in- 
creaſe of expence, of places and eſtabliſhments in every corner of 
the empire. This had been growing to a height beyond every thing 
that the mind could conceive; it was incredible and ſcandalous ; 
the increaſe of fees, of ſalaries, of places and penſions, of new 
boards of commiſſion, and new appointments of all kinds, had not 
only ſerved to open all the gates of waſte and profuſion, but to beat 
down and deſtroy all the checks of control, and all the means of 
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correction. Waſte and extravagance had been ſyſtematized; one 
ſcene of abuſe countenanced and protected another, and all the 
corners of the earth were witneſſes to the ruinous waſte of the trea- 
ſures of England. Another, and a ſtill more dangerous ſource of 
diſorder which had ſprung up during the preſent Adminiſtration, 
was the want of unity and correſpondence among the different 
branches of office. This was the common obſervation; it was 
viſible in every department; cvery office ſeemed to be lord of its 
own will, and every office ſeemed to have unlimited power over the 
purſe of the nation, inſtead of their being, as the ſpirit of the Con- 
ſtitution directed, under the conſtant check of the Treaſury. If he 
could truſt to well-founded information, every branch of office pro- 
jected its own ſchemes, had its own expeditions, and of courſe put 
its hand at pleaſure into the purſe of the nation; nay, this diſtrac- 
tion was not even confined to office at hame ; but every man in 
every one of our foreign ſettlements, had alſo his own projects, his 
own adventures, his own ſchemes of fortification, and his own 
ſources of expence ; ſo that every man upon every foreign ſta- 
tion thought himſelf at liberty, and found himſelf ſo, to exerciſe un- 
reſtrained authority over the Treaſury of England. That this want 
of concordance and want of correſpondence did actually ſubſiſt, not 
one of their Lordſhips who were ia the habit of converling gene- 
rally in the world would difpute. They had a glaring proof of it 
in a paper upon the table. Let any noble Lord look at the paper 
of the Extraordinaries of the Army, and he would ſee the full con- 
firmation of all that he had ſtated ; and it was fair to reaſon, that, 
if this audacious abuſe was ſuffered in one department, it would be 
practiſed in all. Another cauſe of our preſent ſhock was, un- 
doubtedly, the war: it was contemptible to ſay, that ſending money 
out of the kingdom did not make us poorer ; it was contemptible 
to tell us, that, becauſe it did not go forth in ſpecie, it was there- 
fore no diminution of our wealth ; it was a great fatal ſource of de- 
creaſe, it diminiſhed the reproductive power of the country, and it 
was found in the annual deficiencies of our revenue, which again 
became another cauſe of the preſent dilemma; for the Miniſter had, 
year after year, to practiſe new expedients for the concealment or 
the ſupply of this deficiency ; and thus it was that, year after year, 
they had been kept in a ſtate of deluſion, which, more than any 
thing elſe, was mortal to the delicate frame of public credit. It had 
been ſaid that, in this continued deluſion, the Miniſter had diſplayed 
want of integrity, as well as want of ability; that the deluſions were 
too groſs for mere folly to commit ; and that no rational explanation 


could be given of the conduct in which he had perſevered ſo long, 
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flip through his hands. It uſed to be the diſtinguiſhing feature of 
the Britiſh Adminiſtration, that the Treaſury was its heart: it dif. 
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except that he was both incapable and diſhoneſt. He confeſſed that 
he did not incline to either of theſe ſuppoſitions : he. could ſee no 
reaſon to believe that the Miniſter could be indifferent to the fate «f 
his country, nor did he imagine that it could be mere want of abi. 
tiry, ſuch entire ignorance of arithmetic, as could make him calcu. 
late ten millions ſhort of the ſum that he wanted within two 
months. He believed that it was not want of ability, but want 
of power—it was that want of authority over the other departments 
of expence which ought to reſide with the Firſt Lord of the Trea. 
ſury, and which, by want of intimate correſpondence and connce— 
tion with the other departments of office, he had fatally ſuffered to 
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tributed the neceſſary nouriſhment to the other parts; and every 
thing flowed from it, as the commanding centre: the other depart: 
ments were neceffarily ſubordinate. The noble Duke, in his eye, 
could, perhaps, be able to ſay how inſignificant a part à mere Secre- 
tary of State had to play when the Firſt Lord of the Treaſury ex. 
erted his powers, and thwarted the meaſures in which he did not co- 
incide—| We ſuppoſe the noble Marquis alluded to the Duke of 
Leeds]. But this central point of control had been unhappily con- 
ceded, and the Firit Lord of the Treaſury, which uſed to confer the 
title of Premier, had now ſunk into a reſemblance of the Treaſurer 
of France, under the ancienne regime. In France the Treaſury lay 
at the mercy of cach department —the Miniſter of Marine, the Mi- 
niſter of the Exterior, the Miniſter of the Interior, and fo forth, 
drew upon it at pleaſure, and they all knew the conſequences 
inordinate expence, confuſion, diſtruſt, violation of faith, bank- 
ruptcy, and revolution. Such was the ſtate of France. Unhappily 
for England, we had made three ſtages in this fatal career. Good 
God! what a ſcene was opencd to the eyes of Engliſhmen. He did 
not dare to approach the meaſure of Sunday laſt ; he had not yet 
ceaſed to ſhudder at it; he would not dare to ſay one word as to its 
prudence ; he only would admoniſh their Lordſhips, that upon the 
conduct of the Legiſlature, in this momentous eriſis, depended the 
fate of England. They were brought to a tremendous brink, where 
one ſingle error, one ſingle ſlip of the foot, would precipitate them 
to ruin. He had the utmoſt and moſt ſaered confidence in the Bank 
of England ; their probity and their ability were undoubted ; it was 
totally indifferent to him whether there was a Secret Committee or 
not; he was confident that they could ſaſely come to the bar of that 
Houſe and prove, in the face of the world, that they were equal to 
all their own engagements ; that they dreaded nothing but the in- 
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terference of the State, and this interfence it would be well for their 
Lordſhips to guard againſt. . This was the rock upon which alone 
we could ſplit. To the report of a Committee of nine noble Lords, 
who ſhould confine themſelves to the ſingle object of examining the 
ability of this company, he had no objection; in his mind, too, it 
ought to be a Secret Committee, not becauſe there ought not to be 
the utmoſt publicity in every thing that regarded the pecuniary ſtate 
and circumſtances of the nation, but becauſe the Bank of England 
was a private Company, and Parliament had no right to inquire 
and pry into their affairs. Taking it for granted, however, that it 
was at their own invitation and expreſs deſire, he had no objection to 
the appointment of a Committee of nine Lords of high and known 
honour, who ſhould ſtriQly confine themſelves to the examination 
of their funds and their engagements—no farther. He would not 
venture one ſtep beyond this examination, and therefore all the latter 
part of the motion, and every thing which looked like, or bore the 
leaſt affinity to, force, he muſt object to. The only way in which 
the meaſure could be countenanced, was as a meaſure of perſuaſion : 
he was ſorry to have ſeen in the Order of Council fo improper 4 
term as the word © require :” it was a word unknown to the law, 
and which ought not to have been uſed; it was an importation from 
France. Requiſition carried with it the idea of terror, which could 
only be carried on by force. He deprecated this dreadful feeling; it 
ought to have been a recommendation, not a requiſition to the Bank, 
and they muſt never loſe fight of the neceſſary caution to be obſerved 
in this reſpect. The firſt error muſt be repaired ; if an attempt 
ſhall be made to uſe force, we are gone as a people. Mark my 
prophecy, my Lords,” exclaimed the noble Marquis, * and do not 
diſdain the counſel, while yet in time. If you attempt to make 
Bank notes a legal tender, their credit will periſh. They may go 
on for a time ; but the conſequence is certain. No art, no ſkill, 
no power, can prevent their falling to a diſcount. We do not 
ſpeak upon conjecture; the thing is matter of experience. A fever 
is as much a fever in London as in Paris or Amfterdam ; and the 
conſequences of a ſtoppage of payment muſt be the ſame in what- 
ever country it ſhall happen. The fall will be ſlow, perhaps, and 
gradual for a time! but it will be certain. A few months may 
bring to the recollection of your Lordſhips with contrition, the pro- 
phecy that I have now made to you.” He woyld conclude with 
ſaying, that he had not had time to converſe with ſeveral gentlemen, 
for whoſe authority on ſuch ſubjects he had high regard; but in me- 
ditating on the conſequences of the meaſure that morning, many 
m_— effects had preſented themſelves to his mind. The danger 
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that they had to apprehend from forgery, was none of the leaſt of the 
evils; we ſhould have the re- action of the blow we had ſtruck at 
France ; we had made our baſe inſtruments adepts in the ſcience, 
and it was not to be expected that they would ſuffer the opportunity 
to paſs unimproved. Another evil was, that of jobbing in bills and 


cious metals would 'diſappear, and every article would bear two 


ſtrous, evil would be, that it would open the door to unlimited ex- 
penditure, and we ſhould have not mercly a continuance of the war, 
but all the frantic and deluſive expeditions which were now projected 
would be fatally put into execution. He warned Miniſters againſt 
all this. He warned them againſt the folly of attempting the Spaniſh 
South-America poſſeſſions. In three or four years they would fall 
away from Spain themſelves ; a greater good could not be done to 
Spain than to relieve them from the curſe of theſe ſettlements, and 
make them an induſtrious people like their neighbours. A greater 
evil could not happen to England than to add them to our already 
over-grown poſſeſſions. He equally objected to our idle chimera of 
an expedition to Port Ferrajo, and to our diſaſtrous conqueſts in the 
Weſt Indies. It was a clear candid propoſition of peace, accompa- 
nied with a rigorous economy of expence, that could alone re- 
cover us from the ſhock that this Order of Council had given to 
public credit. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR came from the woolſack to 
make a ſingle obſervation upon the latter part of what fell from the 
noble Marquis. He had deprecated the idea of forcing Bank 
paper into circulation, by making it a legal tender. He thought it 
juſt neceſſary to ſay, that it had never entered into the contempla- 
tion of His Majeſty's Miniſters to uſe any forcible means. It was 
impoſſible to ſay, in this ſtage of the buſineſs, what plan the wiſdom 
of the Legiſlature might deviſe, upon the report of the Com- 
mittee ; but he could take upon himſelf to ſay, that it never yet 
had been conceived that it would be wiſe or prudent to make Bank 
notes a legal tender. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWNE expreſſed conſiderable fatis- 
faction at the information imparted to him by the noble and learned 
Lord on the woolſack, and ſaid, he was extremely happy to find 
ſuch were the feelings and ſentiments of Miniſters. Had he known 
as much before he began his ſpeech, it would have ſaved him and 
the Houſe ſome time. He flattered himſelf that, by lenient mea- 
ſures and perſuaſive means, the good ſenſe of the country might be 
worked upon to produce the happieſt effects. 
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Lord GRENVILLE thought it neceſſary to obſerve, that it was 


altogether unreaſonable to allude to the nature of any meaſure that 
might be adopted hereafter. "There was nothing in the motion 
upon the table that called for an opinion on the ſubject. The latter 
part of the motion went ſimply to empower the Committee to ſtate 
their opinion as to the neceſſity of confirming and continuing the 
preſent meaſure. It was impoſſible, therefore, to anticipate what it 
might be proper to do. 

The queſtion was put on the Duke of Bedford's motion— 
Contents, 12 ; Not Contents, 78. 

The original motion was then put, and carried without a 
diviſion. 


Friday, 434 March. 


The Duke of BEDFORD complained, that the buſineſs rela- 
tive to the Bank had been hurricd through the Houſe at an unuſual 
hour yeſterday, and that, when he came down, to his ſurprize, he 
found their Lordſhips had adjourned. He did not mean to oppoſe 
the Bank-note bill, but meant to give his ſentiments on that ſub- 
jet. Miniſters had ated with precipitancy on the occafion. He 
ſaid that on Monday he ſhould ſubmit a motion to the Houſe on 
the ſubje& of an inquiry into this and other important matters. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR wiſhed the noble Duke to re- 
colle&, that the Houſe had agreed the buſineſs of yeſterday ſhould 
commence at two o'clock, There could not therefore be any ſur- 
prize in the buſineſs. 

The Lord Chancellor then ſtated to the Houſe, that the Mar- 
quis of Lanſdowne, by forgetfulneſs, had come to the Houſe on 
Tueſday laſt, and without the uſual formality of taking the oaths 
required of every Peer in each new ſeſſion of Parliament, had de- 
Iivered his ſentiments in that Houſe, and voted on a queſtion, con- 
trary to the ſtatute in that caſe made and provided. The penalties 
of this ſtatute, which paſſed in the reign of William the Third, were 
great; but as this happened through inadvertence, His Majeſty had 
been moſt graciouſly pleaſed to aſſent to the bringing in a Bill of in- 
demnity, to relieve the noble Lord from his preſent dilemma. 

The bill was read a firſt time. 

N. B. The penalties by the act of William for any Peer voting 
in Parliament, without having taken the oaths, are, “that he ſhall 
de conſidered as a Popiſh recuſant convict ; that he ſhall be incapa- 
citated to fit in Parliament ; that he ſhall be diſabled to hold any 
office or place of profit or truſt, civil or military, to proſecuts a ſuit 
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in any court, to be a guardian, executor or adminiſtrator, to rec-ive 
any legacy or deed of gift, and ſhall for every ſuch wilful offence 
forfeit 50 ol. to be recovered by any common informer.” 


Monday, 6th March. 


The Earl of CHATHAM brought up the Report of the Secret 
Committee appointed to aſcertain the total amount of the outſtand- 
ing debts of the Bank of England, and of the Funds for diſcharging 
the ſame. The report of the debts and Funds of the Bank exactly 
correſpond with that preſented by the Committce of the Houſe of 
Commons to that Houſe, on Friday laſt. The Committee were of 
opinion that a conſiderable drain of ſpecie from the Bank had been 
in a great meaſure owing to exaggerated and ill-founded alarms in 
various parts of the country, and that it would be adviſeable to make 
an advance to the bankers, to aſſiſt them in anſwering theſe demands 
from the country, to the amount of fifty thouſand guineas. The 
Report was read, and ordered to be laid on the table. 

Earl SPENCER (Firſt Lord of the Admiralty) roſe and expreſſed 
the higheſt and moſt heartfelt fatisfaQion that it ſhould fall to his 
lot to offer a motion which he was ſure muſt meet with the unani- 
mous conſent and approbation of the Houſe, and which could not 
fail to give the moſt univerſal joy and gratification to the whole 
country. What he had to requeſt of their Lordſhips, was certainly 
one of the higheſt honours which could be conferred upon any ſub- 
ject of this kingdom. He exulted, however, in the idea, that ex- 
alted and great as the honour was, there never had been an occaſion 
in the annals of our hiſtorv, in which it was more defervedly con- 
ferred, or more meritoriouſly earned. He thought, after what he had 
faid, it was needleſs to mention, that he alluded to the late ſplendid 
and glorious victory obtained by the fleet under the command cf 
that gallant officer, Admiral Sir John Jervis, over the Spaniſh fleet. 
The whole of the kingdom were now in poſſeſſion of the brilliant 
exploit; and he believed there was but one opinion on the ſubject, 
an opinion that the achievement was one of the moſt gallant and 

| glorious that this country had ever known. He felt himſelf totally 
inadequate to the taſk of furniſhing words ſufficiently ſtrong to ex- 
preſs the warmth of his feelings upon the ſubject. He would not, 
therefore, treſpaſs longer on the time of their Lordſhips, but proceedi;. 
to read the motion which he ſhould have the honour to ſubmit to: 
the Houſe : 1 
„That the thanks of this Houſe be given to Admiral Sir John 
« Jervis, Knight of the Bath, for the brilliant and deciſive victor 
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c-ive obtained over the Spaniſh fleet on the 14th of February, by the 
F:nce fleet under his command, and that the Lord Chancellor do tranſ- 
© mit the ſame to Sir John Jervis.” 

The Duke of BEDFORD aſſured the Houſe that he did not 
iſe to give the ſmalleſt oppoſition to, or throw the leaſt impediment 
n the way of, the motion now made by the noble Earl, On the 
ontrary, he was only ſorry to find that ſome higher or tarther honour 
ad not been thought of by His Majeſty's ſervants in addition to 
hat of the thanks of their Lordſhips. He begged the Houſe to 
clicve, that he did not mean to leſſen, or in anv way diſparage the 
alue of the honour conferred by the thanks of the Houſe ; but he 
ould not help thinking, that where an action was allowed fo far to 
urpaſs every other of that kind which had preceded it, as he thought 
his did in point of gallantry and enterprize, the reward ſhould in 
roportion be equally excraordinary. He believed His Majeſty's 
Miniſters were rather delicately ſituated in this reſpect. He did 
ot wiſh to embarraſs them. They might, perhaps, feel delicate in 
oming forward of themſelves, but on the ſuggeſtion of other noble 
Lords, they might be rid of that delicacy. He, therefore, made 
his ſuggeſtion to the King's Miniſters, in hopes they would be in- 
uced to act upon it, if not, that ſome other noble Lord would give 
t his conſideration, and ground ſuch a motion upon it as ſhould 
end to confer that laſting honour upon the gallant Admiral, which 
ſo brilliant an achievement really deſerved. 

The Duke of CLARENCE requeſted the indulgence of their 
ordſhips' attention for a few moments, till he delivered ſome ſhort 
obſervations on the truly glorious event which now engaged their 
onſideration. He had carefully looked over the naval hiſtory of 
his country, from its earlieſt period to the preſent moment, and in 
doing ſo, he was convinced that this was aQually the moſt glorious 
and ſplendid action that had ever taken place. Among the victo- 
ries which had from time to time been obtained by the fleets of 
this country, the ſuperiority .in numbers had generally been on our 
ſide; it was fo, he believed, even at the battle of La Hogue. This 
victory had, however, been achieved under ſuch an immenſe diſad- 
vantage in point of numbers, on the fide of that gallant officer, to 
thank whom was the object of the preſent motion, that he ſhould 
think himſelf wanting in that duty which he owed to his country, if 
he did not on the preſent occaſion ſpeak his ſentiments, as a profeſ- 
ſional man, upon an action which he thought tranſcended all praiſe. : 
It was clear, from the aſtoniſhing inequality in point of numbers, 
that the brilliant victory which had been obtained by Sir John Jervis 
muſt be owing to the great ſuperiority of {kill and profeſſional. abi- 
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lity in that gallant Admiral, and alſo to that wonderful diſcipline 
which he always took care to keep up in every fleet under his com- 
mand. Of this he had been witneſs, when he was in a very ſub- 
ordinate ſituation, under the command of this excellent officer, 
He had alſo witneſſed it in the year 1790, in the caſe of the Ruſſian 
armament. The fleet prepared for that occaſion, was brought to 
ſuch a ſtate of diſcipline, by Sir John Jervis, that Lord Howe, on 
coming to take the command of it, had returned him public thanks 
for his admirable and effectual exertions in that reſpect. He could 
not refrain alſo from expreſſing his ſatisfaction, that this rnemorable 
and glorious victory had been cbtaind in Lagos Bay. It was in 
Lagos Bay, that Admiral Boſcawen, in the year 1754, had de- 
feated the French fleet. It was in Lagos Bay that he himſelf, in 
a very ſubordinate ſtation, under the command of that gallant and 
able officer, Admiral Rodney, had witneſſed the defeat of the Spaniſh 
fleet in the laſt war, and he hoped that Lagos Bay would, in caſe of 
the continuance of this or any future war, be the ſcene in which the 
Commanders of the Britiſh navy would gather freſh laurels, and 
give additional ſecurity to this iſland. The happieſt conſequences 
were to be expected from the effects of this important victory. He 
hoped it would tend to bring about a peace in the courſe of a very 
ſhort time ; a peace that would he honourable and durable ; and 
ſuch a peace only could be of ſervice to this country. It would 
alſo, he flattered himſelf, be the means of quieting the alarms which 
lately had ſo unfortunately agitated the public mind in this kingdom. 
It proved beyond a poſſibility of doubt the great ſuperiority of the 
fleet of this country over that of the enemy ; and while that ſupe- 
riority continued, England had no real cauſe to dread invaſion. He 
had no doubt, therefore, that when the public cooled from the fer- 
ment they were now in, and reflected deliberately on the ſuperiority 
of our fleet, and the ſkill and bravery of our officers and ſeamen, 
their preſent fears and alarms would ſubſide, their former confi- 
dence would be reſtored, and the gloomy appearances which lately 
hung over us, would be entirely diſpelled. Theſe, he hoped, among 
many others, would be the fortunate events attendant upon this im- 
mortal action. He begged leave once more to recur to the action 
itſelf. He had many friends in the fleet, commanded by Sir John 
Jervis, officers of whoſe ſkill and judgement he entertained the 
higheſt opinion. Theſe gallant men, in their letters, all expreſſed 
their exultation in ſerving under an Admiral, whom they deſcribed 
to be one of the moſt able, active and enterpriſing commanders that 
ever was ſeen. For this gallant Admiral, he was proud to acknow- 
ledge, he had the warmeſt friendſhip; and from the accounts he 
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ad received of his late conduct, and what he was previouſly ac- 


| quainted with from his own perſonal knowledge, he had no hefita- 


tion in ſaying, that he thought Sir John Jervis the very beſt officer 
the King had in his ſervice, 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, that he did not mean to preſs 
the King's Miniſters at preſent upon the point of addreſſing His 
Majeſty to confer any farther mark of approbation on Sir John Jer- 
vis, than the thanks of that Houſe; but he hoped they would reflect 
on it. He was deſirous, however, to put upon the journals of the 
Houſe, a laſting memento of the decided ſuperiority in numbers againſt 
which that gallant Admiral had to contend. He would therefore beg, 
that in any part of the motion which might be moſt agreeable, the 
words, „greatly ſuperior in numbers“ might be added. 

Earl SPENCER faid, that he had no objection to the introdue- 
tion of any words which any noble Lord might wiſh to introduce, 
by way of adding to the praiſes of the gallant Admiral. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR left the woolſack, and ſaid he 
would read the words of the motion which he did, and then ſub- 
mitted it to their Lordſhips' conſideration, whether the addition of 
the words propoſed would not weaken the language. His Lordſhip 
contended that the words “ gallant and decitive victory“ were as 
ſtrong as could be wiſhed, and that entering into detail on a grand 
ſubject, like that, only weakened the effect. 

Lord HOOD faid, that he could not content himſelf with giv- 
ing a ſilent vote on the preſent occaſion ; he therefore hoped their 
Lordſhips would favour him with their attention, while he delivered 
his ſentiments on the glorious victory which now called for the 
thanks of the Houſe. As a profeſſional man, he declared, that in 
all his own experience of the ſervice, and in all his reading of the 
Naval Hiſtory of the country, he really thought this the moſt gal- 
lant and glorious victory that had ever been obtained. He was 
happy in the opportunity of paying to it his tribute of praiſe, as 
well as returning for it his ſhare of thanks. The gallant and 
active Admiral who had achieved it, ſeemed as if by inſpiration he 
had ſeen the gloomy cloud which at the moment he entered upon the 
engagement, hung over this country. There are times and circum- 
ſtances in which every officer who has the command of a fleet, has 
occaſion to run conſiderable riſques in venturing an engagement. 
The gallant Admiral he was now ſpeaking of, had certainly run 
that riſque in engaging a fleet ſo vaſtly ſuperior ; but the manner 
in which he had executed the attack, and obtained the victory, 
proved him to be as far ſuperior to the enemy in courage and abi- 
lity, as they were to him in numbers. 
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Ear] SPENCER, in anſwer to what had been ſuggeſted by the 
Duke of Bedford, reſpecting an addreſs to His Majeſty to confer 
ſome mark of his royal favour on Sir John Jervis, hoped his Grace 
would not preſs any motion on the ſubject, as any addreſs of that 
kind would imply a ſuſpicion that the higheſt. branch of the Legiſla- 
ture was negligent in conferring merited honours, and would be an 
improper interference with His Majeſty's diſcretion in the diſtribu- 
tion of rewards. 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, that he was by no means defi. 
rous to take any power out of the hands of His Majeſty, from whom 
all honours ought to low—But he knew that it was the part of 
Minifters to adviſe His Majeſty on ſuch occaſions, and there had 
been inſtances in which thoſe rewards had not been conferred. 

The Earl of GUILFORD was of opinion from the moment 
the noble Duke had propoſed the addition of the words he had 
mentioned, that they were neceſſary; but fince he had heard the 
opinion of a noble Lord who was a profeſſional man (Lord Hood), 
he was the more confimed in it. That noble Lord had mentioned 
the riſques which Sir John Jervis had run in attacking a fleet ſo 
very ſuperior. He hoped this would be a warning to the Firſt Lord 
of the Admiralty, and that he would never again permit him, or 
any other Admiral, to have to contend with a fleet ſo ſuperior in 
force as that of the enemy was, on the occaſion alluded to. 

Earl SPENCER ſaid, that the noble Earl who ſpoke laſt had 
laid upon him ſuch an additional degree of reſponſibility to that 
which he now had, as he could not filently ſubmit to. How was it 
poſſible for him to anſwer to a certainty, that during the continu-— 
. ance of the war, the enemy ſhould never have a ſuperiority in num- 
bers? No reaſonable man could expect it. He would always take 
care to provide as ſtrong a fleet as poſſible ; but to ſay that it ſhould 
always be equal in numbers, was impoſſible. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR, having again left the wool- 
fack, obſerved, that it was not the true ſtyle and language of in- 
ſcription to contain particulars : that all exaggeration and attempts 
to magnify them by minute ſtatements did but leſſen it. His Lord- 
ſhip referred to an inſtance in the reign of Lewis XIV. in an age 
and a court given to oftentation ; when that Prince ordered his bat- 
tles and victories to be painted for one of his moſt ſumptuous pa- 
laces. Inſcriptions for the pictures were provided, and were made 
up of the moſt ſtriking particulars of each battle. But they were 
finally referred to Racine and Deſpereaux, who recommended they 
ſhould contain nothing but the name of each battle. It appeared 


to him, therefore, that the words propoſed by the noble Duke weak- 
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the cned the original motion. He added, that what had been ſaid by a 
confer I noble Lord (the Earl of Guilford) proved likewiſe, that they were 
Grace meant to convey a cenſure of the adminiſtration of the Firſt Lord of 
F that the Admiralty. 
egiſla- The Earl of GUILFORD faid he was called upon to fay two 
be an words. He had no occaſion to ſupport the alteration for the purpoſe 
tribu- of conveying cenſure upon the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, The 
fact of the enemy's ſuperiority was ſufficiently well known, without 
deſi Bil its being put as a part of this motion. He had not faid, that the 
whom Bl Firſt Lord of the Admiralty was always to undertake that an Engliſh: 
art of BW fect ſhould not fall in with an enemy of ſuperior force. He only 
e had 


hoped every care would be taken that it ſhould happen as ſeldom as 


poſſible. But it was to be remembered, that the Admiralty might 
oment ll have been prepared againſt the ſuperior force of the enemy in the 
e had Mediterranean. 
d the After a few words from Lord BORRINGDON and Lord 
Tood,, BW SYDNEY, Earl SPENCER withdrew his-motion, and inſerted, 
_ with the conſent of the Duke of BEDFORD, the words « greatly 
leet ſo 


t Lord 


ſuperior in number,” after the words Spaniſh fleet.“ 
The motion was then agreed to nem. cn. 


im, or Earl SPENCER moved, that the thanks of the Houſe be re- 
rior in turned to Admirals Parker, Thomſon, Nelſon, and Calder, and the 
other Officers acting under Sir John Jervis. 
ſt had The Duke of NORFOLK thought ic proper that the names of 
to that I an the Officers ſhould be mentioned. He thought that thoſe who 
was it Bi were not named, were treated with diſreſpe&t, and moved, that all 
MNtiou- ¶ the names of the Admirals and Captains ſerving under Sir John 
1 num- Bl ſervis be inſerted. 
ys take The Duke of CLARENCE faid, it was by no means impro- 
ſhould per to leave the names of many of the principal Officers who had 
ſerved in the late glorious action under Sir John Jervis out of the 
: _ vote of thanks of that Houſe. "Though all the Officers of the fleet 
of in- 


would, there was no doubt, have exerted themſelves in an equally 


ttempts I gallant and honourable manner with thoſe to whom the vote of 
3 Lord- Wi thanks was particularly moved, had they been in ſituations which 
an age afforded them ſimilar opportunities; yet it was cuſtomary to name 
his bat- thoſe only who were molt actively engaged. This practice was 
ous pa- followed in the vote of thanks which paſſed that Houſe in conſe- 


e made 
ey were 


quence of the victory of the firſt of June ; and he believed it was 
uſually adopted upon all occaſions of the fame kind. 

led they The Duke of NORFOLK withdrew his motion ; and Earl 
ppeared BSPENCER's was agreed to nem. con. 

e weak - Vor. III. K 
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Earl SPENCER then moved that it be reſolved by the Houſe, 
© That the Houſe highly approves of the ſervices of the ſeamen 
& and marines employed under Sir John Jervis, and thanks them 
« for the ſame; and that Sir John Jervis be defired to order the 
© ſeveral Captains of his ficet to communicate the thanks of 
«© that Houſe to the crews of the reſpective ſhips.” Agreed to 
nem. con. 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, he intended to move that an 
humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, praying that he would 
be graciouſly pleaſed to confer. fome mark of his royal favour upon 
Sir John Jervis. He would not, however, preſs this motion, if he 
found it diſagrecable to Miniſters, not becauſe he did not think it a 
very proper motion, but becauſe in that caſe he could have no hope 
of carrying it; and he did not wiſh that it ſhould appear upon the 
journals as if the Houſe had negatived the motion out of diſreſpect 
to the gallant Admiral, 

Lord GREN VILLE oppoſed the motion on the ground that 
the Houſe ſhould not interfere with a duty which belonged alto- 
gether to the Executive Government. His Majeſty was the fountain 
of all honour, and he would never be ſlow to confer it in ſuch caſes 

as that of the brave Admiral alluded to. 

After ſome farther converſation, the Duke of BEDFORD with- 
drew his motion. 

The Duke of BEDFORD then roſe to make his promiſed mo- 
tion for a Select Committee * to inquire into the cauſes which pro- 
« duced the minute of Council of the 26th of February, relative 
© to the Bank.” His Grace ſaid, that from the time of iſſuing 
that fatal Order of Council to the preſent moment, he had given it 

| the moſt attentive conſideration, and in no poſſible view of it could 
he find it in the leaſt degree ſatisfactory : on the contrary, he ſaw it 
every hour pregnant and teeming with the moſt pernicious conſe- 
quences. Their Lordſhips had appointed a Committee to inquire 
into the ſtate of the debts and credits of the Bank; that Committee 
had made its report; of that report he ſhould ſay nothing at pre- 
ſent. The reſults of that report, be they what they might, went 
only to the ſtate of the credit of the Bank, and the expediency or 
neceſſity of confirming and continuing the minute of Council. 
He wiſhed to go farther, and ſearch into the cauſes which gave riſe 
to this minute of Council. Such a meaſure might have been neceſ- 
ſary; and it might be neceſſary, as it had been adopted, to continue 
it; but ſtill the cauſes which produced it ought to be traced, and 

. thoroughly inveſtigated ; for he was certain, that if ſomething very 
ſatisfactory and effectual was not very ſpeedily done in the buſineſs, 
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the continuance of the Bank in its preſent ſtate muſt prove the de- 
ſtruction of the country. The Bank, it was moſt probable, con- 
ceived that a loan was likely to take place; but at the ſame time 
they were conſcious, that if there ſhould be a loan, that the taxes 
and reſources of the country would not be able to pay the intereſt of 
it, added to the large proportion of taxes with which the country was 
already burdened. Upon the whole of the ſubject, therefore, re- 
ferring to the ſituation of the Bank, and the public anxiety in eonſe- 
quence, he thought it abſolutely neceſſary, and from the particular 
circumſtances, a path pointe 1 out, as the duty of their Lordſhips to 
purſue, to have an inquiry upon the largeſt and moſt comprehenſive 
ſcale. The next point was with regard to the nature of the Com- 
mittee to which ſuch inquiry ſhould be ſubmitted. He objected to 
a Committee of the whole Houſe, as being by far too inconvenient 
a mode to be adopted in a matter fo important as this, which required 
to be conducted with a degree of celerity and diſpatch incompatible 
with the nature of ſuch a Committee. He alſo though: a Com- 
mittee of Secrecy by no means likely to be attended with thoſe ad- 
vantages which might be expected from a Select Committee. When 
the Houſe was determining upon a queſtion of fuch great importance 
to the Public as this was, a queſtion which had for its object the re- 
eſtabliſhment of the public credit of the country, and the reſtoring 
that confidence to the public mind, of which it had been deprived 

by the late meaſures of the Government, it was only by a Committee 
nominated publicly, that fo deſirable an object could be attained. 

To induce- the Houſe to accede to the neceſſity of the inquiry he re- 
commended, he had, in the courſe of his obſervations, purpoſely 
avoided indulging himſelf in that invective, which the conduct of 
Miniſters might juſtly have urged. him to have uſed. But, indeed, 

the neceſſity of a farther inquiry was ſo evident, that he had not a 
doubt of the Houſe agreeing with him, in whatever point of view 
they conſidered the ſubject. If they were of opinion that the Bank 
of England had involved their finances in any obſcurity or confuſion 
through their own miſmanagement, an inquiry in that caſe was in- 

diſpenſably neceſſary ; and if their Lordſhips were of opinion that 

the credit of the Bank was not impaired by any act of their own, in 

that caſe an inquiry was ftill requiſite : if it had been impaired. 
through the miſconduR, and owing to the mal-adminiſtration, of Mi- 
nifters, an inquiry then was neceſſary, in order that it might lead to a 
change of thoſe Miniſters : and if, on the contrary, it was not im- 

putable to Miniſters, but te the miſmanagement of the finances of the 

Bank by the , perſons directing it, an inquiry certainly ought to be 

Should the Houſe refuſe the 
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inquiry altogether, then it would be at the riſque of a change in 
both; in fact, an inquiry was what the country had a right to de- 
mand of the Houſe ; he did not perſonally demand the inquiry, nor 
was It to be granted to him, it was demanded by, and was to be 
granted to his countrymen, groaning under the weight of taxes, and 
- not knowing where to apply to have their burdens lightened. The 
Duke of Bedford then moved, * That a Select Committee of fif- 
te teen Pcers be inſtructed to inquire into the cauſes which produced 
« the Order of Council of the 26th of February.” 

Lord GREN VILLE faid, he did not riſe for the purpoſe of op- 
poling the general principle of inquiry recommended by the noble 
Duke; but he differed from him in ſome of the concluſions he had 
drawn. He thought, that whatever might be the reſult of the in- 
quiries of a Committee, the opinion of the Houſe muſt ſtill remain 
the ſame, with reſpect to the nceeſſity for the order. He main- 
tained, that the ſubject of the temporary difficulties which had 
made that order neceſſary, was wholly unconnected with the ſubject 
of finance. There might be in the affairs of any banking company 
temporary embarraſſments, with regard to the immediate want of cir- 
culating medium, without ſuch derangement, in the leaft, operating 
to the diſparagement of the general wealth of the company. There 
were undoubtedly many inſtances of temporary difficulty, uncon- 
need with the ſmalleſt imputation upon reſponſibility ; and it was 
an error to confound the queſtion of a deficiency of the circulating 
medium, with the queſtion of the wealth of the Bank. No two 
queſtions could be more different. Wealth did not conſiſt in the 
quantity of the circulating medium only ; and it was well known 
that there were many branches of commerce which required a much 
larger quantity of circulating medium to carry them on than others. 
He ſhould only add, that he was perfectly convinced of the impro- 
priety of having a Select Committee. He did not differ as to the 
propriety of the inquiry, but ſaid, if it was to be gone into, he 
ſhould move, that the word Secret be ſubftituted for the word 
Select. 

The Duke of NORFOLK contended, that if it was to be a 
Seeret Committee, compoſed in the manner ſuch Committees gene- 
rally were compoſed, by the undue influence of Miniſters, it could 
not anſwer the purpoſe it was intended for. The public opinion 
in this caſe ought to be regarded, but he could not avoid obſerving 
that a Secret Committee by ballot was not a Committee ſo conſti- 
tuted as to have the deſired effect on the minds of the people. Of 
the laſt Committee he obſerved, there had been one third that were 
part of that Adminiſtration which had ifſued the Order of Council, 
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ge in mitted to have been illegal, and only juſtified by the exigency of 
o de- moment. There were two of the relations of the Chancellor 
7, nor the Exchequer, who likewile formed part of it, and he was afraid 
to be e public would not be perfectly well ſatisfied with the report of a 
, and \mmittee ſo conſtituted. That Committee had reported the out- 
The Mknding engagements of the Bank to be about thirteen or fourteen 
f fif- illions, and their funds to anſwer it albut ſeventeen millions, 
juced {having a balance of about four millions; but ſuch a report was by 
means ſatisfactory, for it did not ſtate what thoſe funds conſiſted 
f op- Upon the whole, he hardly thought the propoſed inquiry would 
noble productive of any beneficial conſequence, unleſs by a Select Com- 
had ittee, and unleſs ſome explanations were made by His Majeſty's 
e in- liniſters. 


The Earl of GUILFORD roſe to ſtate what, in his opinion, the 
ture of the inquiry ſeemed to be. The Committee were to in- 
uire into the cauſe which had produced the Order of Council; if 
at was all, he thought the inquiry would be uſeleſs. The cauſe 
as already known to be the want of ſpecie. It was that which 
ad driven Miniſters to the neceſſity of iſſuing the Order of Coun- 
il, and he, therefore, conceived, that the inquiry ought to be into 
he cauſe which had produced that neceſſity. Such an inquiry was 


con- Ndiſpenſably neceſſary, in order to ſatisfy the people, that His Ma- 
was ſty's Miniſters were juſtifiable in having acted as they had done, 
ating nd it was alſo neceſſary, in order to give them an opportunity of 
two uſtifying themſelves. The neceſſity might be attributed to many 


lifferent cauſes, ſome for which Miniſters might be reſponſible, and 
ome for which they might not, and an impartial inquiry was, there- 
ore, the more neceſſary; but he thould have very little hope reſult- 
ng from the inquiry, if the word Secret was ſubſtituted for the word 
Pele, He concluded by * to the Duke of Bedford's 
10n10N, 

Lord GREN VILLE rerfiſied in his * which was 
agreed to. 
The Duke of BEDFORD ſaid, he wiſhed the minutes of the 
laſt Committee to be printed, in order that the publie might be 
atisfied that they had formed a ſufficient ground for the report 
Thich had been made. He was convinced the public thought. the 
inquiry was partial; and he was alſv convinced that the inquiry 


rving about to be adopted, was ill calculated to produce the intended 
nſti- {Wetfet, namely, that of ſatisfying the minds of the people. 

Of Lord GRENVILLE faid a few words in anſwer, and urged the 
were Propriety of the appointment of the Committee by ballot. 


ncil, The Duke of BEDFORD ſaid, that the determination of the 
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noble Secretary to have the Committee appointed by ballot, pecu. 
liarly called upon him to make a few obſervations. With reſpeq 
to a ballot, whatever it might have been in the days of our ance. 
tors, and however fairly conducted formerly, nothing could be mor: 


evident to every one, that took the trouble of a moment's reflection, 


than that, as at preſent practiſed, it was a mode by which it was ir 
the power of Miniſters to nominate whoever they pleaſed. It wa; 
undoubtedly as great an abſurdity as could poſſibly be imagined, that 
the parties who were accuſed, and whoſe conduct was to be fhe 
ſubject of inquiry, ſhould have the privilege of appointing the judges, 
who were to inquire into the ſubjeA-matter of blame imputed to 
them ; and yet that was preciſely the caſe by having a Committee 
appointed by ballot. It was notorious that the laſt Committee had 
been compoted of thoſe very perſons whoſe conduct was implicated 
in the reſult of the inquiry: probably if the inquiry had been fairly 
and impartially entered upon, circumſtances might have come to 
light, by which it would have appeared that the-condua of Admi— 
niſtration in iſſuing the Order of Council was wrong and ill adviſed; 
or, at leaſt, if the exigency of the moment required it, that they 
had reduced themſelves to that neceſſity, by their own previous mi- 
conduct; but how could it be expected that any thing of the kind 
could come to the knowledge of their Lordſhips, if the Committee 
was to be compoſed of the very men whoſe mal-adminiſtration was 
the ſubje of inquiry? He was therefore of opinion, that the Com- 
mittee ſhould be openly nominated by their Lordſhips, and con- 
cluded by making a motion to that effect. 

Earl FAUCONBERG faid, he had the preateſt confidence in 
the meaſures adopted by His Majeſty's Miniſters ; and he thought 
the more confidence was repoſed in them, the more reſponſibility 
attached to them. He believed they had not, nor ever would abuſe 
that confidence; it was not their intereſt to do ſo. It was their 
intereſt to do every thing for the welfare and proſperity of the coun- 
try. He could not but highly blame the conduſt of ſome noble 
Lords, who came down to the Houſe in order to tell the public of 
their diſtreſs, and to alarm them, by ſtating the danger of the coun- 
try. Were it not for ſuch conduct, the people would not ſuppoſe 
themſelves diſtreſſed, and it was therefore in the utmoſt degree 
blameable. He admitted the people were heavily taxed ; but what 
then ? did not their Lordſhips feel the burdens impoſed upon them 
equally with the people in general? Certainly they did; and there- 
fore to talk of the excluſive hardſhips of the people, was by no means 
fair or candid. It was only calculated to create diſcontent, and in- 


duce the people to think themſelves worſe off than they really were. 
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The Earl of GUILFORD aid, the noble Earl had either miſ- 


underſtood or miſrepreſented the noble Duke, when he ſtated the 


obſervations the noble Duke had made to be a reflection upon the 
perſons who had named the Committee, or thoſe who were choſen 
to be of it. He had ſaid no ſuch thing; but he had ſaid what he 
maſt coincide with the noble Duke in, namely, that it was a 
mockery to talk of a candid and impartial Committee of Inquiry, 
when the Preſident of the Council and the Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaſter were choſen to examine and inquire into the 
conduct of the Secretary of State; in ſhort, every man of common 
ſenſe muſt ſee that it was no inquiry, nor could any Miniſter think, 
the country certainly never would think, that his conduct was jultd 
fied by a report from a Committee ſelected in that way. This Com- 
mittee was ſaid to be for the purpoſe of confirming and continuing 
the meaſures adopted in conſequence of the preſent exigeney and the 
order of Council. The Committee propoſed by the noble Duke 
was certainly for a purpoſe as neceſſary for the country to know and 
be ſatisfied upon —the cauſes which had produced that exigency. 
He was confident the greateſt and moſt alarming cauſe of all our 
preſent exigencies aroſe from the nature, and ſtill more from the 
conduct of the war; from the total want of economy in every de- 
partment of Government; and theſe, he thought, were points that 
required and ought to be part of the inquiry gone into by a Com- 
mittee of that Houſe. It had been ſaid that he and thoſe with whom 
he acted, thought that nothing could fave the country but a change 
of men. Here he muſt remark, that it would be the height of 
preſumption in him, whatever high opinion he might entertain of 
the perſons whoſe councils were too much neglected, perhaps deſ- 
piſed, to ſuppoſe that any change could poſſibly give immediate re- 
lief to the country, plunged as it was in a ſtate of unparalleled diſ- 
treſs and embarraſſment. He agreed with a noble Earl who had 
ſaid, that it was for the intereſt of Miniſters to act as they had 
done. But if it was remembered what they had done which they 
ought not to have done, and what they had left undone which it 
was their duty to do, however much they might have conſidered 
their intereſt, they had not conſulted their honour nor that of the 
country. On the preſent occaſion what could be worſe than the 
propoſed Committee of Inquiry, if appointed in the manner de- 
manded by the noble Secretary ? The moſt corrupt Miniſters, in 
the worſt days of Rome, had only aſked to chuſe their friends to be 
their accuſers. The inquiry propoſed by the noble Duke went to 
this plain queſtion, upon which the Houſe and the country had a 
right to a ſatis factory anſwer — whether the embarraſſed and alarm- 
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ing ſtate of the country was owing to unavoidable misfortunes, « 
to the miſmanagement and incapacity of Miniſters? 

Lord GRENVILLE roſe to defend the conduct of thoſe why 
were his colleagues in office. The Committee to be balloted fer 
was not to inquire into their conduQ, but into the ſituation of the 
Bank of England. Ever fince that Houſe had been a Chamber d 
Parliament, he did not believe that there had been a Committee of 
fixteen for a fimilar purpoſe, choſen by nomination from different 
parts of the Houſe. Such a ſcheme, he thought, preſented great and 
unneceſſary confuſion. On an event like the preſent they muſt be 
madmen who would infiſt that the Committee ought to conſiſt d 
ſixteen perſons avowedly adverſe to Government ; indeed, he be- 
lieved, there would be ſome difficulty in finding fiftcen or ſixteen 0 
that deſcription within thoſe walls. 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, the noble Lord muſt have very 
much miſtaken his meaning when he faid that he wiſhed the Com. 
mittee to conſiſt of perſons adverſe to Government. He could not 
be guilty of ſuch groſs flattery to the Houſe, as to ſuppoſe that any 
argument uſed there could have much effect, if not in uniſon with 
the wiſhes of the Miniſters; and whether there were fifteen Lords 
or not who thought of their conduct as he did, certainly he muſt 
ſay, after four years experience, that it was of very little conſequence 
what was ſaid within thoſe walls, except it was ſanctioned by Mi- 
niſterial ſupport. 

The Earl of DARNLEY faid, although his mind was not 
ſwayed by the preſent alarms, which for his part, he conceived un- 
founded, yet that ſomething was neceſſary to be done to quiet the 
apprehenſions of the people; he therefore thought the inquiry ſhould 
be impartially made, and the Committee not appointed by ballot. 

The Houſe divided: For the appointment by ballot, 47 ; 
Againſt it, 8. 

The Duke of NORFOLK moved, „That it be an inſtrue- 
tion to the Committee to inquire into and report on the amount 
* of ſpecie advanced by the Bank to the Lords of the Treaſury, 
& fince the 14th July, 1796.”— Ordered, 

The Duke of BEDFORD ſaid, that he had omitted one remark, 
which he hoped he would not be thought ſingular in ſtating now— 
it was, that though Members of a Secret Committee were bound 
not to divulge the detail of proceedings on their inquiry, yet when 
called upon in that Houſe, they were at liberty to aſſign the cauſes 
which had induced them to agree or diſagree in the report made to 
the Houſe. | 
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Tueſday, 71th March. 


Lord Viſcount SYDNEY returned from the chamber in which 
their Lordſhips ballot, with the liſt of Peers balloted as a Com- 
mittee to inquire into the cauſes for iſſuing the Order in Council of 
the 26th of February laſt, The following are the names of the 
Committee: 

The Lord Preſident (Earl of Chatham), 
The Duke of Bedford, 

The Earl of Derby, 

The Earl of Weſtmorland, 

The Earl of Winchelſea, 

Lord Graham (Duke of Montroſe), 
The Earl of Guilford, 

The Earl of Hardwicke, 

Earl Bathurſt, 

The Earl of Liverpool, 

Viſcount Sidney, 

Lord Romney, 

Lord Auckland, 

Lord Gwydir, 

Lord de Dunſtanville. 

The bill for ſuſpending the operation of two acts of the 1 5th 
and 17th of the King, relative to ifluing notes for the payment 
of ſmall ſums, being in a Committee, 

The LORD CHANCELLOR, after ſtating that the bill was 
brought in by a gentleman who was extenſively converſant with the 
affairs of manufacturing towns, and allowing the neceſſity of ſuch 
a bill upon the preſent ſituation of affairs, proceeded to obſerve, that 
as theſe bills would be iſſued only to thoſe who knew the drawer, 
and that as the circulation of them muſt, from their nature, be very 
limited, no evil was to be apprehended from them ; but as they 
would be bills payable to bearer on demand, they could not in their 
nature be negociable ; and therefore the word negectable, which had 
inadvertently been .inſerted in the bill, ought to be ſtruck out, 


He therefore moyed, That the word negociabJe ſhould be graſed. 
Ordered. 


The bill then went through its ſtages, and was ordered to bg 
carried to the Commons. 


From March 7 to March 1 4, no debate, -*h 
Vor. III. L 
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 Infolvent debtors ſtood for this day. In conſequence of the illneſs 


learned Lord (Thurlow), whom he ſhould have been glad to have 
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Tueſday, I4th March. 
The motion of the Earl of MOIRA in favour of the unfortunate 


of the Lord Chancellor, the Earl ſaid, he had ſeveral times put off 
the preſent motion on account of the indiſpofition of a noble and 


ſeen in his place. Unfortunately, the noble Lord on the woolſack 
was now alſo indiſpoſed, and in reſpect to him, he ſhould certainly 
move to diſcharge the order of to-day, and fix it for Tueſday 
next; but as the ſubje& was of the greateſt importance to a large 
body of the community, he ſhould then moſt certainly bring it 
forward. 

Lord GREN VILLE ſaid, that if the Lord Chancellor was not 
well enough to attend on "Tueſday next, he ſhould certainly move 
the Houſe to have the buſineſs farther poſtponed. 

The Earl of MOIRA thought the buſineſs of that conſequence that 
it ought not to be longer deferred : at all events, he thought it his 
duty, as a Peer of Parliament, to bring it forward, and he was de- 
termined to execute that duty—but, my Lords, ſaid he, upon my 
honour I ſeriouſly believe that “ the hour is gone by.“ 


in, AMA by — — — 3A „ 


Wedneſday, 15th March. No debate. 


Thurſday, 16th March. 


The order of the day for their Lordſhips being ſummoned on a 
motion for an inquiry into the naval defence of Ireland during the 
late attempt at an invaſion, being read, | | 

The Earl of ALBEMARLE roſe to make the motion on that 
head, of which he had on a former day given notice. Before he 
proceeded, however, he begged to aſſure the Houſe, that in what he 
ſhould ſay reſpecting the tranſactions of our fleets upon the occaſion 
of an attempt lately made by the French, he did not mean to offer, 
or even to hint, the ſmalleſt diſreſpect, either to any of the gallant 
Officers employed in any of them, or to the Admiralty. The only 
object he had in view in the preſent motion was an inquiry. The 
opinion was almoſt univerſal that conſiderable blame lay ſomewhere; 
and it was, in his opinion, very neceſſary that it ſhould be aſcer- 
tained by inquiry where that blame lay, and to whom it was fairly 
imputable. If he was called upon for precedents of inquiries hav- 
ing been entered upon by Parliament, in ſuch cafes he believed he 
could produce many. Thoſe, however, would be precedents of 
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duced ; ſuch things of late years had altogether vaniſhed, and had 
been ſucceeded by a blind and unlimited confidence. He was cer- 
tain, however, that it neither could nor would be denied that Parlja- 
ment had @ right to enter upon inquiry, whenever it ſhould think 
proper ſo to do: and he had the fulleſt confidence that the Houſe 
would, by agreeing to his motion, convince the Public, that the pre- 
ſent was a ſubject highly fit and proper for ſuch an inquiry. It 
would ill become him to take up much of their Lordſhips' time in 


going fully into the queſtion of the great importance of Ireland, as 


a component part of this country. That he believed was too well 
known to all their Lordſhips to admit of the molt trifling doubt 
upon the ſubject. On that head, all muſt be agreed. It was only 
neceſſary for him, then, to remind their Lordſhips, that Miniſters 
muſt have been informed, even long before the meeting of the pre- 
ſent Parliament, that an invaſion of either this country or Ireland, 
or both, had been meditated by the enemy. It was evident they did 
know this, from the language they held forth to the Public, in the 


was alſo confirmed by the memorable meaſures which they adopted 
towards putting this country into a ſtate of defence. How came it, 
then, he would aſk, that with a perfect knowledge of ſuch an inten- 
tion in the enemy ſo early as September laſt, with a knowledge that, 
from that time to late in December, an armament of conſiderable 


tioned on the coaſt of Ireland for its protection? This queſtion 
was a very important one, and he thought it well became their Lord- 
ſhips to weigh well and conſider attentively the anſwer that ſhould 
be given to it. It appeared to him to be of ſtill greater importance, 
from what had fallen from the noble Earl at the head of the Admi- 
ralty, on the night that he had firſt given notice of his preſent mo- 


In order to form-a juſt and fair opinion, whether the Admiralty 


he would endeavour to be as conciſe as the nature and importance of 
the ſubject would admit. In the month of September, it was pretty 
generally and publicly known that an armament of very oonſidęrable 


extent, both as to ſhips and men, was going forward at Breſt. From 
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times paſt. In the preſent day, no ſuch precedents could be pro- 


commencement of the preſent ſeſſion. The truth of that language 


force was openly preparing at Breſt, no fleet of ours* ſhould be ſta- 


tion. The noble Earl had then, with a conſiderable degree of 
warmth, declared, that “ he believed if the thing was to be done 
over again, the Admiralty would act exactly in the ſame manner.“ 


were then right in what they did, or would be prudent in repeating 
it in a ſimilar ſituation, it would be neceſſary to enter upon a review 
of the whole circumſtances, and go at ſome length into detail on the 
proceedings of the enemy and of our own fleets. In this, however, 
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the ſituation of that port, it was the general opinion that it could 
only be intended for one of two objects — to act either againſt Por- 
tugal, or againſt Ireland. The latter, however, was the prevalent 
opinion. Early in October a fleet was ſent out under the com- 
mand of Admiral Colpoys, which was to remain ſtationed off 
Breſt harbour, for the purpoſe of watehing the motions of the 
enemy, and to prevent, if poſſible, their fleet from failing. From this 
time to the time of their failing, that gallant Admiral had remained 
on that ſtation ; and he had no doubt that, during his ſtay there, 
and from the time he quitted the ſtation to his arrival in port, he 
would be able to give the moſt ſatisfactory reaſons for every part of 
his conduct. To proceed, however, with that degree of regularity 
which he could wiſh to obſerve in the detail of events as they oc- 
curred, he would begin with the departure of the French fleet from 
Breſt, their voyage to the coaſt of Ireland, and return from thence, 
and then take a view of what was doing at the ſame time by our 
Channel fleet under the command of Admiral Lord Bridport. This 
he conſidered to be neceſſarv, previous to taking any account of the 
tranſactions of Admiral Colpoys' fleet, after the French had left 
Breſt. The French armament, his Lordſhip ſtated, left Breſt under 
cover of a heavy fog on the 16th of December, and on the 18th 
they arrived off the coaſt of Ireland. Some of them caſt anchor in 
Bantry Bay, and remained there till the 6th of January. Owing 
to adverſe winds and very ſtormy weather, which diſperſed the 
greateſt part of their fleet, they were not able to effect a landing; 
if they had, with only a force of five or ſix thouſand men, from the 
then ſituation of the internal force of Ireland, there is every reaſon 
to believe that Cork muſt, with all its ſtores and proviſions, have 
fallen into the hands of the enemy. At all events, however, the 
facts ſhew, that the French fleet, conſiſting of eighteen fail of the 
line, ſeveral frigates, and numerous tranſports, all full of troops, 
actually failed from Breſt, anchored in Bantry Bay, remained there, 
ſome of them during a period of eleven or twelve days, and after- 
wards with very inconfiderable loſs, all of which was owing to ſtorms 
and tempeſts, returned to their own ports without falling in with a 
ſingle ſhip of the Engliſh navy to impede-or moleſt them. He 
would therefore requeſt their Lordſhips to draw their attention to 
what was doing by the Channel or Lord Bridport's fleet during this 
time. On the 20th, news arrived in England of the French fleet 
having left Breſt. On the 22d, orders were ſent to Lord Bridport 
to fail immediately with the fleet under his command; and by 2 
letter from his Lordſhip to the Admiralty, then on the table, it ap- 
pcared, that Lord Bridport could not fail till the 25th, on account 
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of ſome of the ſhips of his ſquadron not being ready. On the 
evening of the 25th, however, he dropped down to St. Helen's ; 
but in doing ſo, the Sans Pareil and Prince ran foul of each other, 
and one of them was ſo much damaged that ſhe could not proceed. 
Lord Bridport was, therefore, delayed ſtill farther, and did not fail 
till the 29th or zoth. At that time, however, he failed with 
ſeventeen fail of the line and ſome frigates, and proceeded directly 
for Ireland. He arrived with his ſquadron at Bantry Bay on the 
8th of January, two days after the French had left it; and after 
eruizing in queſt of them for ſeveral days, he finally returned to port, 
without having ſeen or fallen in with a ſingle ſhip of the enemy. 
His Lordſhip ſaid, that he had no doubt of the great anxiety of Ad- 
miral Lord Bridport to ſail as ſpeedily as poſſible, and therefore he 
could not but ſuppoſe that, from the information he had received, 
the mode of his ſailing down the Channel, muſt have been in con-' 
ſequence of orders received from the Admiralty. He had been told, 
that our fleet was never known to have ſailed under ſo little fail as 
it had done on that occaſion, and that otherwiſe if ſail had been car- 
ried, Lord Bridport might have been off Bantry Bay two days 
ſooner than he was. Another thing which appeared very extraor- 
dinary to him was, that after the noble Admiral found the whole of 
the enemy's fleet had left that coaſt, he ſtill continued cruizing off 
Bantry Bay during a day and a half, before he proceeded any where 
elſe in queſt of them. It here ſtruck him fotcibly as neceſſary to 
obſerve, that it appeared to him extremely negligent and blameable, 
that after Miniſters had ſo long been informed of this intended ar- 
mament at Breſt, the fleet under Lord Bridport ſhould not have 
been more numerous and all ready, fo as to have avoided any ne- 
ceſſity of waiting in conſequence of an accident having happened 
only to two of his ſhips. In the next place, there appeared to be 
great blame in the fleet, ſuch as it was in point of numbers, bei 

on the 22d of December ſo far from ready, that it actually _ 
not fail till the 25th : ſurely it ought to have been ready to fail at an 
hours notice. Thirdly, it appeared very extraordinary that Lord 
Bridport, from an-accident to only two ſhips, ſhould have been de- 
tained from failing. Were there no other ſhips to replace them, 
either at Portſmouth or Plymouth ? There ſeemed to be ſomething 
very defective and negligent ſomewhere in this reſpect. He then 
adverted to the ſituation of the fleet under Admiral Colpoys. He 
read ſeveral paſſages from different letters of that Admiral which 
were on the table, all of which clearly ſhewed, that many of his 
ſhips were in great want of thoſe eſſential articles on ſhipboard, water 
and fuel. When the fog cleared away, and Admiral Colpoys diſ- 
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covered that the French armament had failed, he immediately failed 
with his ſquadron for the Lizard, as the moſt likely place to gain 
intelligence of the enemy ; and when he came thither, he found 
ſeveral of his ſhips ſo much in want of effentia! neceſſaries, and the 
weather ſuch, that he could not provide them from others ; and aftcr 
ſending away firſt one, and then another, he found it moſt adviſe. 
able at length to return with the whole—and he actually arrived in 
port on the very day that Lord Bridport ſailed. It appeared to him 
very ſtrange that Lord Bridport-had not, much ſooner than the 2 2d 
of December, been ordered out with a fleet ſufficient to have re- 
placed all thoſe ſhips under Admiral Colpoys, which were in want 
of neceſſaries, and taking the remainder under his command, to 
have continued on that ſtation, while other ſhips were ſent out to 
him as they could have been got ready. It was clear from the 
whole face of the tranſactions that had paſſed, that if Admiral Col- 
povs had found his fleet in a ſuitable condition to have proceeded 
directly to Ireland, he muſt have fallen in with the French—and 
what account he would have given of them in ſuch an event, nobody 
would be at a loſs to gueſs. Had Lord Bridport failed, even with 
nine ſhips of the line, when he firſt received orders fo to do, nothing 
could have prevented his falling in with a very great part of the 
enemy's fleet, and thereby totally annihilating all their hopes of any 
ſacceſsful attempt at invaſion. This opportunity of humbling the 
pride and power of an enterprizing enemy had, moſt undoubtedly, 
been loſt by miſconduct in ſome department or other. He had 
laſtly to advert to the conduct of the fleet under Admiral Elphin- 
ſtone, who, inſtead of joining ſome of the ſquadrons then at ſea, with 
the Magnanime, and the other ſhips under his command, came to 
St. Helen's on that very day that Lord Bridport put to fea. He had 
now only to conclude with expreſſing his firm perſuaſion that the 
facts to which he had alluded, and the particulars he had mentioned, 
were amply ſufficient to induce their Lordſhips to enter into the in- 
quiry he was about to propoſe. He ſhould therefore move,“ That 
«© a Committee be appointed to inquire into the meaſures which 
« had been taken by Government for the naval defence of Ire- 
“ land when an invaſion was attempted upon that country by the 
« French,” 


Earl SPENCER roſe in reply to the noble Lord, for the purpoſe 


of vindicating the conduct of the Admiralty. In his defence, he 


ſaid, he ſhould follow a different arrangement from that which the 
noble Lord had adopted, by adverting firſt to Admiral Colpoys' 
| ſquadron. Before, however, he proceeded to this part of the ſub- 
je, he ſhould ſay a few words in explanation of the declaration he 
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had made on a former evening, that were the meaſures again to be 
taken, he ſhould adopt the ſame line of conduct which had been 


purſued. He could not but remonſtrate againſt being tied down by 
any expreſſions which might drop from him in the warmth of de- 
bate, and begged to be underſtood as meaning only to fay that, with 
the information upon which they ated, the meaſures were the beſt 
which could have been taken. Now that they had more informa- 
tion than what they were then in poſſeſſion of, perhaps it might be 
proper to act differently. But why had not they better information? 
It certainly, he allowed, was fairly to be expected of a Government 
which had ſecret-ſervice money at its command, that it ſhould 
obtain, by means of its agents, information to which the public had 
not acceſs. There was not, however, any noble Lord in that 
Houſe who ever had aſſiſted in His Majeſty's Councils who muſt 
not have been ſenſible that it was impoſſible at all times to obtain 
correct information reſpecting the plans and deſigns of an enemy. 
A Government might ſometimes have too much as well as too little 
information, and when, from different quarters they got different in- 
tilligence, it became a matter of uncertainty how they ought to act. 
In the preſent inſtance he was convinced that the Admiralty had 
acted in the beſt manner poſſible upon the information which they 
had. But, for this aſſertion, he muſt claim credit from the Houſe, 
unſupported by the documents on which it reſted. For every noble 
Lord muſt be aware that it was impoſſible to lay that information 
before the Houſe, conſiſtently with the ſafety of the perſons by whom 
it was communicated. With reſpect to Admiral Colpoys' ſquadron 
being ſo long at ſea, he confeſſed that he was friendly to the ſyſtem 
of making fleets frequently change their ſtation. In the preſent caſe, 
however, the ſquadron under the command of that gallant Admiral 
had been kept out of port longer than uſual, in conſequence of Sir 
Roger Curtis, who had gone in queſt of Admiral Richery, and who 
was to ſucceed Admiral Colpoys on the Breſt ſtation, being a fort- 
night later of arriving in port than was expected. He affirmed, 
however, that that fleet was not forced to come into port by a want 
of neceſſaries, but that it was driven up the channel by tempeſtuous 
weather. Water they certainly had not in very great abundance ; 
but the Powerful had leſs in proportion than any other ſhip, not 
from having diſtributed part of her ſtore to the reſt of the fleet, but 


from having uſed a greater quantity than was common. When he 


ſaid this, he did not mean to throw the leaſt reflection upon the 
gallant Commander of that ſhip ; but there was no one acquainted 
With ſea affairs who did not know that more water was uſed-on 
board of ſome ſhips than others; and certainly the Parver/ul. had 
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conſumed more than was neceſſary. After the French fleet hat 
cluded the vigilance of Admiral Colpoys, to whom he wiſhed tz 
give every degree of credit for his active and cxterprifing ſervices on 
his ſtation, he contended, that that gallant officer adopted the wiſeſt 
courſe which it was poſſible for him to take. He repaired off the 
Lizard Point, finding, that from the tempeſtuouſneſs of the weather, 
he could not remain off Breſt ; and this new ſituation was certainly 
the ſtation in which he was moſt likely either to receive intelligence 
of the enemy, or to receive farther orders from the Admiralty. Even 
here, however, he could not keep his ſtation, and was obliged to 
come into the neareſt port. 
Earl Spencer next proceeded to vindicate the conduct of the fleet 
under Admiral Lord Bridport. As ſoon as the Admiralty got in. 
telligence'of the failing of the French fleet, orders were ſent to Lord 
Bridport to prepare for ſea with all poſſible expedition. The ſhips 
under his command, however, could not be got ready till the 25th 
of December, five days after the date of the order. This delay 
was occaſioned by ſome of the ſhips of Sir Roger Curtis ſquadron, 
and which were to go out with Lord Bridport, needing repair. As 
ſoon, however, as they were ready for ſea, which was on the 25th, 
they dropped down to St. Helen's, and here the noble Lord had 
aſked why he did not proceed to ſea with nine ſhips of the line, in- 
ſtead of waiting for the other fix, which were to join him from 
Spithead. He aſſured the noble Lord that it neither aroſe from 
the want of money to victual ſhips, the want of money to pay the 
men, a diviſion among His Majeſty's Miniſters, a miſunderſtanding 
between the Port Admiral and the Admiral of the fleet, nor from 
a confuſion of the Telegraph ſignals, but that the noble Admiral 
acted in obedience to his inſtructions, which were ſent before the 
Admiralty knew the courſe which the French fleet had taken, and 
before they knew that Admiral Colpoys had returned to port. Had 
the noble Admiral known that at that moment there were ſeven 
ſhips of the enemy in Bantry Bay, he would not have hefitated a 
moment to put to ſea if it had been practicable. His Lordſhip 
then read extracts from ſeveral letters from Sir Peter Parker, the 
Port Admiral at Spithead, the ſubſtance of which was, that the ſhips 
deſtined to join Lord Bridport, at St. Helen's, could not ſail on ac- 
count of the adverſe winds. From all theſe circumſtances, it fo 
happened, that Lord Bridport could not put to fea till the 3d of 
January, and it ſo happened alſo, that the French fleet cluded his vi- 
ilance ; he could by no means allow, however, that Ireland owed 
its ſafety to the winds; on the contrary, it was the winds, and the 
winds only, which prevented the French fleet from being deſtroyed, 


„ % mr Vw © 


LORD 


cet had 
ſhed t 
vices on 
e wiſeſt 
off the 
reather, 
ertainly 
lligence 
Even 
liged to 


he fleet 
got in- 
o Lord 
e ſhips 
e 25th 
s delay 
aadron, 
1 
> 25th, 
rd had 
ne, in- 
n from 
e from 
pay the 
anding 
xr from 
dmiral 
ore the 
N, and 
. Had 
> ſeven 
tated a 
ordſhip 
er, the 
e ſhips 
on ac- 
s, it ſo 
> 3d of 
his vi- 
d owed 
ind the 


troyed, 


Marc 16.] DEBATES. 81 


either by Admiral Colpoys or Lord Bridport. Having entered into 
his explanation, he was perſuaded their Lordſhips would confidet 
he papers upon their table, as ſuperſeding the neceſſity of any m- 
nuirvy., He ſhould therefore give his decided negative to the mo- 
ion of the noble Lord. 

The Earl of CARLISLE ſaid, that when the noble mover 
rſt gave notice of his intention to bring forward the preſent mo- 
ion, he was under -iome apprehenſion that the ſame mode of de- 
ence would be attempted by the noble Earl at the head of the Ad- 
iralty, which had been practiſed in another place, and that he 
ould endeavour to reſt his juſtification upon ſelected documents. 
Selected he ſhould call them, to avoid a term which had on a former 
ight excited a good deal of warmth in the noble Lord. He had 
aken the liberty then to admoniſh the noble Lord, that the ſame 
attempt could not in this Houſe be attended with the ſame ſucceſs, 
"he rules of judicial proceedings to which their Lordſhips were in 
he habit of attending, led them to examine facts with greater 
inuteneſs, and taught them to exerciſe that cool inveſtigating judge- 
ent which eloquence was leſs apt to miſlead. It was now for 
he deciſion of their Lordſhips, whether the papers which had been 
produced threw that light, and furniſhed thoſe explanations upon the 
ubject, which were calculated to remove doubt and to afford ſatis- 
action. For his own part, he did not think that the papers hn 
he table could communicate that ſatisfaction which was required. 
He lamented that Miniſters had not come forward with theſe docu- 
ients ſooner, and offered their explanations when it might have 
been poſſible to collect information from other ſources, and eſpecially 
hen they might have had an opportunity of hearing what the noble 

Lord (Bridport) who commanded the fleet, knew upon the ſubject. 
It certainly was unpleaſant for him, who had uniformly ſupported 
Adminiſtration, and who wiſhed them well, to urge againſt them 
harges which were of ſo important a nature; but till he had heard 
omething more ſatisfactory than the explanations already given, or 
he papers on the table afforded, he felt it his duty to preſs for far- 
her elucidations. . He ſhould, therefore, advert to a few points, 
ome of which had already been ſtated by the noble Lord who 
brought forward the motion, and others which had not yet been 
touched. He wiſhed to have it ſatisſactorily explained, why Mi- 
iſters, when they had information of the preparations made by the 
nemy, and the intended failing of their fleet, had not provided 'a 
force under Lord Bridport ſufficiently ſtrong to have been ſuperior 


to the conſequen2es of ſuch accidents as had happened to the Prince 


and Sans Pareil, and which would have guarded againſt the delay 
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which ſuch accidents had occaſioned ? He thought it highly neceſſa 
likewiſe to know why it was four days defore the fleet was ready ty 
ſail after the news of the French fleet being at ſea had arrived ? H: 
was perfectly convinced that Admiral Thompſon and Admiral Col, 
poys had done every thing which their known gallantry could promp 
in the circumſtances in which they were placed, and under the orden 
they had received. But why had not Miniſters given Admin 
Colpoys ſpecific orders to make Ireland the chief object of his regard} 
why was he not directed, upon the firſt intelligence that the eneny 
had failed, to proceed to Ireland for the defence of that country! 
It was the duty of Miniſters to watch over the ſafety of Ircland 
with the ſame care which the defence of Great Britain demanded, 
It was their duty to have left no chance of danger; when they kney 
that the deſigns of the enemy were pointed againſt it, they ſhoul( 
have made it the object of their firſt care and attention. Had they 
given ſuch a poſitive order to Admiral Colpoys, there would hay 
been no occaſion for any delay in Lord Bridport's ſailing, becauk 
in procceding directly to Ireland with the force he could muſter h 
muſt have fallen in with ſome of Admiral Colpoys' ſquadron, ani 
then he waquld not only have been in no danger from any ſuperiority 
in number of the enemy, but would have been able to have face 
them with ſucceſs. Even after Admiral Colpoys' return, why wer 
not thoſe of his ſhips which were fit for ſervice again ſent out as ſoon 
as poſſible, to reinforce Lord Bridport ? But, beſides theſe charge 
againſt the conduct of Miniſters, when the emergency had aQually 
occurred, why had they not ſooner made proviſion for what the 
were apyriſed was about to take place? The enemy's deſign of i 
vaſion was known before October: it was announced in the ſ 
from the Throne; and it was publicly ſaid by Adminiſtration 
the attempt was pointed againſt Ireland. With a navy of 12 
ſhips of the line, why was not the force under Lord Bridport much 
larger, and independent of any accidental occurrence? Why 
not the York (lying at Spithead) and the Raiſonnable, which wen 
both in readineſs, ordered to join, if the delay in Lord Bridport 
failing was owing to his want of ſufficient force? Laſt war, Lor 
Sandwich had obſerved, that the naval Minifter who did not provid 
a force adequate to face the united fleets of France and Spain in th: 
height of their power deſerved to loſe his head. On the preſent oc 
eaſion, however, it was confeſſedly the remnant of the French navi 
power with which we had to contend ; and yet Miniſters had fub 
fered it to brave our naval power, and to inſult our coaſts. He di 
not know how Portugal came to be conſidered as of equal impo! 
ance to this country with Ireland, as the arrangements of N. 
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ers ſeemed to indicate. He confeſſed, that he could not recognize 
he juſtice of the principle or the policy of the conduct. The orders 
x Admiral Colpoys to go to Ireland ſhould have been poſitive. 
Nothing ſhould have been left to conjeure, Even the conjeRures 
ff a perſon ſo diſtinguiſhed for his {kill and gallantry were not to be 
ruſted in ſo momentous an affair. Had ſuch orders been given to 
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Ps Admiral Colpoys, he was convinced that the fleet of the enemy 
regard) rould have been annihilated, an event which would have accelerated 


that peace ſo much wanted, and ſo congenial to the wiſhes of all. 

hen we ſhould not have ſeen that event which has made every man 
in the country hang his head, and which had raiſed that diſtruſt, 
which has now gone abroad, of the conduct of our naval affairs. 


* enemy 
ountry! 
Ireland 


nanded, q , . 
y kney ith regard to theſe important points, the papers upon the table 
ſouli et every thing as obſcure as before. Thoſe who thought that they 


were ſufficient to clear up the miſtery which hung round this ſub- 
ject would be of opinion that no farther inquiry was neceſſary. 
Thoſe, however, who thought that to remove that uneaſineſs, mor- 
tification, and diſcontent, which the conduct of our naval defence 
had excited, was a matter of great importanee to the public, as well 
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IN, and NT : ö ; 
\crioril®* ſatisfaction to their Lordſhips, would agree that it was neceſſary 
e face 02 inſtitute a farther inquiry. In this view, therefore, he ſhould vote 
hy wer for the Committee propoſed. 


The Marquis of ABERCORN ſaid, that no perſon could have 
leſs perſonal rivalſhip or animoſity to the noble Earl at the head of 
the Admiralty than he himſelf had, for he had known and reſpected 


as ſoon 
charge 
actually 


at the him from his earlieſt years. He did not think, however, that any 
\ of in conſiderations of perſonal regard ought to prevent any noble Lord 
: ſpecc! from ſpeaking his ſentiments freely on public occurrences ; nor 


could the noble Earl, be offended that his public Adminiſtration ' 
of 12 ſbould be made the ſubject of Parliamentary diſcuſſion. Upon ſeve- 
ral points he differed materially from the noble Earl. With regard 


t mu 

hy to the conduct of the war, it was not, perhaps, convenient to deliver 
h wen bis full ſentiments on the preſent occafion. With regard to the 
idport - merits of Sir John Jervis, it was ſufficient barely to name him; 


his exploits required no commemoration or panegyrie. It has been 
faid on a former day that the firſt Lord of the Admiralty ought to 
be careful how he allowed a Britiſh fleet to perform ſo fignal an ex- 
rent oel Ploit as that which Sir John Jervis had achieved over ſuch decided 
ſuperiority of numbers. It would be recollected, however, that 


h navi . 
ad full this was not the firſt occaſion during the preſent war, in which a 
He dil Britiſh officer was enabled to fignalize his gallantry, and to crown 


himſelf with glory from a ſimilar inequality. Their Lordſhips 
would recolle& that they had returned their thanks to Admiral 
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Cornwallis, and his brave Captain, Captain Whitby, for the 
aſtoniſhing exploit which he had performed in engaging and beating 
off a French ſquadron of thirteen ſail of the line with onl\ five, 
When they thanked that brave officer upon that occafion (and it 
was the leaſt tribute they could beſtow) he did not expect that the Wl fi 
ſame diſparity would have afforded an opportunity for a diſplay of Wi {: 
gallantry and {kill in all its circumſtances, perhaps till more b 


- aſtoniſhing and more important in its conſequences. He hoped, Wl \: 


however, that Miniſters would not, as they had already done in 2 
fimilar inſtance, deprive Captain Calder, in the vigour of life, of 
the opportunity of again ſignalizing that gallantry and ſkill which 
he had diſplayed ; nor, as a reward for his former zeal, deprive him 
of the means of again exerting it in the ſervice of his country. He 
hoped their Lordthips would pardon him for this digreſſion, which 
they might conſider, indeed, as not wholly unconnedted with the 
preſent ſubject. He ſhould now procced to conſider the queſtion 
immediately before them for their deciſion. In diſcuſſing the ex- 
pediency of a Parliamentary inquiry upon the preſent ſubject, he 
was deſirous to put out of view all captious objections to particular 
meaſures, and to wave every conſideration of what papers it might 
be hurtful to the public ſervice to produce. In a war, however, 
in which failure had ſucceeded failure, it was the right and the duty 
of Parliament to inquire, and it was the intereſt of Miniſters, if 
their conduct was unexceptionable, that the inveſtigation ſhould 
take place, We were now in the fifth year of a war marked with 
reverſes and misfortunes, in which plan after plan had miſcarried. 
In the courſe of this unfortunate period our patience, to ſay no more, 
had kept pace with our diſaſters. Never had we been engaged in 
a war in which ſo many opportunities of acting with advantage, 
had in a manner preſſed themſelves upon Miniſters and been ſo ill 
improved. Not one of them had been ſeized with judgement, no 
veſtige of profit from them now remained or could be traced. All 
the repulſes, however, which this country bad ever encountered, 
ſunk before the diſgraceful attempt with which Ircland had been 
threatened and inſulted, with impunity. He did not ſay that Mi- 
niſters were to blame in this affair, for it was not his diſpoſition or 
his habit, to prejudge, but if ever there was ſubject for inquiry, it 


777 


vious to the earlieſt dates of the papers laid upon the table. The 
Miniſters had been in poſſeſſion of intelligence of the deſigns of the 
enemy previous to October, and it was their duty not to have truſted 
the ſafety of Ireland to the winds and waves. It was their duty 


w have preparcd 1vr iis defence, and to have arranged the force and 
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diſtribution of their fleets, with a view to that enterpriſe which they 
knew would be attempted. Ireland was the principal object which 
the view of this ſubjeR preſented. Upon this head, however, he 
felt himſelf entangled and perplexed. Were he to explain himſelf 
fully he would ſurpriſe their Lordſhips. But he never wiſhed to 
ſay more than caution dictated. Was it not an aggravation of the 
blame, wherever it reſted, that upon this naval defence alone the 
ſafcty of Ireland was ſtaked? To place itin a ſtate of internal pre- 
paration no exertion had been made, n meaſure had been taken. 
To call this a moſt criminal negleR, was to give it the fofteſt term. 
It was a neglet by which Miniſters had trifled with that impor- 
tant ſtake which this country had in the fate of Ireland, with that 
union of mutual intereſt inſeparable as that of foul and body—a ne- 
glect by which they had trifled with the property of thouſands and 
the happineſs of millions, by which they had put to hazard the 
brighteſt jewel in the Britiſh diadem. With regard to the papers 
produced, he did not think they proved much in favour of Miniſ- 
ters. Toeſtabliſh the juſtification of Miniſters, theſe papers ought 
to have proved four points—that this country had a ſufficient fleet 
ready for ſea ; that Admiral Colpoys' fleet was ſufficiently ſtrong to 
keep the fea ; that Admiral Colpoys was ſufficiently provided with 
ſtores, &c. and that he had reccived particular orders to turn his 
attention to Ireland, and to proceed there as foon as he received in- 
telligence that the French fleet had failed. None of theſe points, 


however, appeared from the papers. Indeed they were nothing 


more than ſuch as any Adminiſtration could produce, and gave no 
ſatisfaQion on this particular and important caſe. On the contrary, 
it was proved that Admiral Colpoys had been too long at ſea, that 
he was not ſufficiently provided with ſtores, &c, and above all, it 
proved, beyond diſpute, that no particular attention had been paid 
to Ireland, nor any poſitive orders given to Admiral Colpoys to 
make its ſafety his principal object. Under ſuch circumſtances he 
could not have the ſmalleſt heſitation to vote for the inquiry, 

Earl SPENCER, in reply to the noble Marquis, ſaid, that he 
ſhould conſider an inquiry as a cenſure on the Admiralty Board, to 
which no blame was imputable. With reſpe& to Admiral Col- 
poys, he would only ſay, that if his fleet, together with that of Lord 
Bridport, had gone to Ireland, the Channel would have been left 
open to the Dutch fleet ; in which caſe, the noble Marquis would 
not have ſpared the Lords of the Admiralty. One of the cauſes 
of Lord Bridport's flect not having been ready in time,. was the 
damage which ſeveral thips ſuſtained in a hard gale of wind in the 


Channel, He would, therefore, ſtill reſiſt the motion; as he muſt 
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contend, that a diſcretionary power ought to be veſted in thoſe who 
had the management of the naval affairs of this country, 

The Earl of MOIRA ſaid, that the generoſity of the noble Earl 
had involved and perplexed his own defence. He had combined 
with his own defence the impractieable attempt of likewiſe clearing 
the characters of his colleagues. When he came down to the Houſe 
to-day, he had come with the deſign of voting againſt the motion, 
becauſe he conceived it to imply a cenſure upon the Firſt Lord of the 
Admiralty, to whom, in his opinion, no blame attached. The mo- 
tion, however, now appeared to be of a more comprehenſive nature, 
and to embrace more important objects. After what had already 
becn urged, and eſpecially after the forcible and eloquent manner in 
which the ſubjeQ had been argued by the two noble Lords who 
ſpoke laſt, he ſhould not trouble their Lordſhips with many obſerva. 
tions. The real point he conſidered to be, why Admiral Colpoys 
had not received orders to proceed to Ireland as ſoon as he received 
information that the French flect had failed? To this important 
point, no ſatisfactory anſwer had been given. Though he was as 
confident as any man in the {kill of our Officers and the gallantry of 
our Seamen, he did not think that very great inequality ſhould be 
hazarded lightly. He was convinced, however, that Admiral Col- 
poys' ſquadron was fully equal to that of the enemy; and all who 
knew that Officer muſt regret that fortune had prevented him from 
obtaining that brilliant triumph which an opportunity of engaging 
the enemy would have afforded. The noble Earl had contended, 
that, from the maſs of intelligence which Miniſters received, it was 
impoſſible to decide upon the real object of the enemy's expedition. 
But did not the noble Earl know that it was the province of talents 
and ability to deduce cauſes and conſequences from the materials 
with which they might be furniſhed, and that on ſuch occaſions only 
true ſagacity was to be diſcovered? Miniſters were in poſſeſſion of 
intelligence, and he was beyond meaſure ſurprized that they had 
not acted upon it. He had been at Dublin when the preparations 
of the enemy were going on, and the arms, ſtores, &c. with which 
they were provided, demonſtrated the real point of their deſtination. 
That their defign was to furniſh the diſcontented in Ireland with 
arms, was evident. That their plan would prove abortive, was to 
be hoped, as it did; and that though they had effected a landing, 
their attempts would have been unſucceſsful : but before this hap- 
pened Miniſters had nothing to build upon, and they ought to have 
prepared every means of defence in their power. This point, how- 
ever, did not affect the conduct of the Admiralty. If the beſt means 
of ſecuring Ireland were not taken, it was the fault of Adminiſtration 
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in general. The order to Admiral Colpoys to proceed to Ireland, 
muſt have iſſued from the Council ; he was ſure they had certain 
information of the enemy's deſigns, and it was, at leaſt, a very cri- 
minal pegle& that no proper meaſures of defence were adopted. Of 
any blame upon this head, he acquitted the Firſt Lord of the Ad- 
miralty, He ſhould vote for the inquiry, becauſe he conceived it ta 
extend to the conduct of Adminiſtration in general upon this ſub- 
je& ; but he voted for it, in the hope that it would not ſtop here, 
but that it would go farther ; that it would embrace thoſe objects 
which demanded inveſtigation, and upon which the public expected 
to be ſatisfied. The name of Sir John Jervis could not be uttered 
without feelings of enthuſiaſtic admiration, beyond the power of 
pancgyric ; but how dreadful would have been the conſequences, 
had the event been different! What was the ſtate, what were the 
reſources, what the proſpects of this country in the preſent moment? 
If we were to go on with patrence, to call it by fo gentle a name, the 
nation could never riſe again from its preſent ſituation ; we had a 
chance, and but one chance to avoid ruin. To be ruined, it was 
not neceſſary that the iſland ſhould be ſunk into the ſea, or that its 
inhabitants ſhould diſappear ; but when the adverſe circumſtances 
in which a nation is placed involve a confuſion which no longer 
allows things to move in their uſual courſe, or to be managed as they 
have been for centuries, then that country may be ſaid to be ruined : 
they ſhould learn, therefore, to appreciate their true fituation. He 
ſhould vote for the inquiry, in the hope that they would proceed far- 
ther, and ſhew to whom the diſaſters of the war were to be attributed, 
and examine why Miniſtcrs did not ſeize and improve the favourable 
opportunities which preſented. 

The Earl of LIVERPOOL begged leave to call the attention of 
their Lordſhips to what had been the caſe in all former wars. He 
maintained, that if we had a Channel fleet equal to the enemy, that 


had been always deemed ſufficient for our defence : ſuch was the un- | 


derſtanding in the whole courſe of the laſt war, and in all our for- 
mer wars; when we had ſuch a fleet we had always felt ourſelves 
ſecure, and no blame was ever imputed to Miniſters for not provi- 
ding a greater force, Whether that was the caſe in the preſent in- 
ſtance, was a point that did not ſeem to be much diſputed. Admiral 
Colpoys had fifteen ſhips to face the enemy, and three of them were 
three deckers ; and as to the place to which he was to direct his 
force, he begged leave to ſay, it was not for the defence of Ireland 
excluſively, it was for the defence of every part of His Majeſty Eu- 


ropean dominions. It was a queſtion where the fleet could be beſt 


ſtationed for general defence; and he maintained, it actually had 
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been ſtationed in a place and ſituation, where it could operate to the 
belt advantage for the defence of this nation, and was in readineſ 
to come to the defence of Ireland as ſoon as to any other part. Ad. 
miral Colpo\is had orders to intercept the enemy's fleet going to any 
part of the world, and although at this time it appeared doubtful 
whether they were intended tor Portugal or for Ireland, was it poſſi- 
ble to imagine that it Admiral Colpoys thought they were going to 
Ireland, he had ſuch orders as did not leave him at liberty to folluy 
them to Ireland? The Admiral, viewing all the circumſtances, took 
the reſolution to remain on his ſtation ; and, from all the informa- 
tion which he had, the gallant Admiral was right in doing ſo; and 
all that happened to diſappoint his hopes and expectations, was owing 
to the wind. Sir Edward Pellew followed the French fleet, but he 
could never find Admiral Colpovs to give him information ; this 
was owing to adverſe wind and weather. As to the objeQion that 
our fleets were not ready to fail ſooner, he thought the reaſons al. 
ſigned by his noble friend were quite ſufficient to ſatisfy their Lord. 
ſhips. Government had not then information as to the probable 
deſtination of the fleet, and when they had, the days were ſo ſhort, 
and the weather ſo unfavourable, that the fleet could not poſſibly fail 
ſooner than ir did. This appeared from the information of the Port 
Admiral, for at this very time a Weſt India fleet was quite unable 
to come down to St. Helen's. As a farther proof of this he referred 
to the French accounts of their own fleet in that expedition, by which 
it appeared that the French Admiral and General, who muft know 
to what place they were ordered to proceed, were on board a frigate, 
and they were ſeparated from the fleet, and were never able to find 
it until they returned again to their own port. A farther proof that 
the elements were very tempeſtuous was, that while the French flect 
were in Bantry Bay, they could not land a man, except the few who 
were driven on ſhore by the violence of the tempeſt. Had the Bri- 
tiſh fleet followed the French at this time it might have ſuffered 
greatly, and therefore in that view the event might be conſidered as 
fortunate even to us. Upon the whole view of the matter he was 
perfectly ſatisfied that every thing had been done which human pru- 
dence was capable of under all the circumſtances, and therefore he 
could not agree to throw the ſmalleſt cenſure upon Adminiſtration by 
aſſenting to any ſuch inquiry. 

The Duke of BEDFORD ſaid, there were parts of the ſpeech of 
the noble Earl who had juſt fat down which he could not paſs over in 
Glence. He had obſerved that Admiral Colpoys had no information 
to guide him as to the deſtination of the French fleet. That he 
could nut deny. That the Houſe alſo had not all the information 
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hey could deſire from the noble Earl at the head of the Admiralty, 
e believed their Lordſhips could not deny. The noble Earl had, 

ndeed, aſſured the Houſe that the orders which were given were 
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to am ne very beſt that could be given. Perhaps His Majeſty's Miniſters 
k ubtful ight think that all the orders they gave were well arranged, and 
MN poſſi hat if they gave any farther explanation than they had done, they 
going to ight convey improper and dangerous information to the enemy, 
4 N nd that therefore they ought to reſerve themſelves for a fitter op- 
es, took 


ortunity to explain the matter more fully. He apprehended, how- 
yer, that what they had ſaid in their own defence demonſtrated the 
eceſſity of an inquiry. He confeſſed that he for one was but lit- 
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poke laſt, that it was always held ſufficient in former wars for us to 
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qual the enemy with a channel fleet, thereby iniinuating that it 
ion that, ould be ſufficient for us to do fo in this. Such doctrine, he owned, 
ſons al ppeared to him to be but frigid conſolation, after the repeated aſſer- 
r Lord. ions that had been made that we had almoſt annihilated the mari- 
probable Mime power of France. As little ſatisfaction did he receive from 
o ſhort, he general aſſertions of the noble Earl upon the wind and weather, 
bly fail None of theſe general obſervations or aſſertions appeared to him to 
the Port BE (wer the ſtatements and the arguments of his noble relation, who 


unable 0 fairly and ſo ably opened this ſubject to their Lordſhips, and 
referred hich ſtatement and arguments, called, in his opinion, for a full 
y which veſtigation. His noble relative had ſtated the caſe, as he ought 
ſt Know d ſtate it. He avoided minute particulars, which had no imme- 
frigate, Miiate bearing on the queſtion, and brought before the Houſe the pro- 
to find nent points which appeared to him to bear upon the conduct of 
3 — is Majeſty's Miniſters. The noble earl at the head of the Ad- 
nch fle 


iralty did the reverſe of this. He avoided all the prominent points 


cw whoB..« bore upon the conduct of Miniſters, and dwelt elaborately on 


the Bri- 


ſuffer ied this was what Miniſters called exculpating themſelves. He was 


dered as lling, however, to do juſtice to the noble Earl at the head of the 
r he was dmiralty, for he thought he had proved by his conduct, that we 
den prü'gught not to fear meeting the enemy at ſea with a very inferior force 
_ s point of number, and perhaps he might be inclined to hold his 
ratio 


reſent ſituation until he ſhould find ſome man arrogant enough to 
ontend againſt the elements; but he ſhould be ſorry to ſee the 


ſpeech of oble Earl perſiſt in that ſort of firmneſs ; and he was ready to con- 
S Over ies that it appeared to him unaccountable, notwithſtanding all that 
»rmation 1d been faid, that ſuch an event as that of the Iriſh expedition 
n ould have taken place, when it was known that he had above an 
orm 


undred ſhips oſ war in the European ſeas. But it had been ſaid 
Vol. III. N 


le ſatisfied with the conſolation held out by the noble Earl who 


inute points that had little or no bearing upon tbe main queſtion, 
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that at the time the armament was preparing at Breſt, it was uncer. 
Ly whether it was intended for Ireland, or for Portugal, and thy 
The chance was equal. Now he would aſk, Whether, ſuppoſiny 
the chance to be equal, there was a man in this world who though, 
it would be wiſe in us to put Portugal in the ſcale againſt Ireland 
Whether there was a man upon earth raſh enough to put theſe tw 
chances upon an equality with regard to the intereſt of this county 
in thwarting the expedition * Admiral Colpoys, he had no douh; 
acted well, according to the information and inſtructions he received; 
but he muſt contend that from the information which Miniſters re. 
ccived, ie ought to have had poſitive orders to ſail to Ireland. Th 
whole caſe, in his opinion, reſted on the ſituation of Ireland; ani 
here it was notorious, from the documents which Miniſters them. 
ſelves had laid upon the table, that this fleet ought to have been i 
Ireland when the French were there ; for Miniſters had early infor. 
mation of the Breſt fleet being to fail, and probably, at leaſt, tha 
they were deſtined for Ireland; indeed they could not even deny 
that they had information, or that they ought to have had it, con- 
dering the vaſt ſums of money that they were allowed for obtaininy 
intelligence. They might have judged, they ought, indeed, to have 
known, from the arms that were on board, and from the nature d 
the equipment, that it was deſtined for Ireland. It was evident, 
from the nature of that equipment, that the French were going to 4 
place where thay thought they ſhould mcet with a number of mei 
to join them, and therefore they carried arms with them to put into 
the hands of ſuch men; they were deceived in that expeQation, 
and he was very glad of it; but that was a circumſtance for which 
we could not be indebted to Miniſters. He really thought that 
the Houſe had nothing more to do than to read the papers upon 
their table, and to attend to the ſpeech of the Firſt Lord of the Ad- 
miralty, in order to be ſatisfied of the neceflity of inquiry; and the 
queſtion now ſimply was, Whether upon an evident neceſſity their 
Lordſhips would now agree to go into an inquiry to ſatisfy them. 
ſelves, and to ſatisfy the public alſo, or continue a blind confidenct 
in Miniſters and deceive the public ? 
Lord HOOD expreſſed his decided opinion, „ that the motion, i 
adopted by their Lordſhips could be of no ſervice whatever, but 
would, on the contrary, produce much miſchicf. He was ſorry to 
find an inquiry of ſuch a nature propoſed at a time when the hearts 
and hands of every man ſhould unite in ſupport of the country. 
With reſpect to ſome whiſpers which he underſtood were ſpread 
relative to a noble Lord, his near relation, and Vice-Admiral Col 
poys, they were treated by bim with the moſt marked contempt. 
| 2 
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S uncer rneir conduct had ever been of the moſt honourable kind, and 
and thy deficd the moſt minute and invidious inquiry. He was convinced : 
uppolingl that every poſſible meaſure had been adopted during the courſe of the 
though war, by the naval department, for the intereſt of the nation ; and if 
Ireland! we had in any reſpect failed, it was not owing to any want of con- 
eſe tue duꝗ on our part, but ſhould be attributed to the events, and to the 
coun perfidy of the Court of Spain. He ſaw no blame in His Majeſty's 
a 6 VOY) cinifters upon this occaſion, and therefore he could not aſſent to 
eccrver ll he propoſed inquiry. He hoped that by prudent management of 
ters 1e our naval power the wiſhes of this country would ſoon be gratified 
d. The by an honourable peace. He ſaid that while his mental faculties, 
d; an (ich as they were, continued, he ſhould have been glad to have 
rs them (erved in this juſt and neceſſary war, if he had been permitted 
been i to do fo. | 

ly info Lord AUCKLAND ' oppoſed the motion. He could fee no 
alt, tha reaſon for terming this a miſcarriage on our part. The enemy had 
en dem failed in the expedition, and had loſt one fourth of their ſhips, and 
, conl; nearly five thouſand of their men. We had not, perhaps, ſue- 
btaining ceeded to the ultimate point of our wiſhes, but ſtill the advantage 
0 have was all on our fide. He declared, that rich as the country was in 
JALUre d reſources, ſucceſsful as ſhe had been in her exertions, and glorious 
evident, in her naval achievements, it was a paradox to him to ſce her de- 
ung to 8 prefled in ſuch a manner at this moment, depreſſed as if ſhe were 
of mei wholly unarmed. He could impute no blame to any perſon in the 
Put mug late expedition — the conduct both of the Admirals and the Admi- 
Cation, ralty ſeemed to him worthy of the higheſt praiſe. An attempt 


r which bad been made to connect the military calamities of the war with 
ght tall the naval exploits. Such an attempt he conſidered to be unfair. 
2 * The country had endured no calamity by ſea. She had riſen to the 
the Ad. 


higheſt pinnacle of glory, and had deſtroyed above one hundred ſhips 
and the of war belonging to the enemy. 

ity their The Earl of GUILFORD faid, that having more than once 
them. in the preſent war, (which all perſons, he believed, would now join 
nfidenc WY with him in aſſerting to have been calamitous,) propoſed inquiries 
ſuch as this, and having always met with the ſame arguments in 
aniwer to his propoſitions, he ſhould not now go over the ſame 
ver, but ground again. If all that the Houſe had ſeen, and all that they 
forry u nag felt, did not force an inquiry, ſure he was, that whatever he 
e heart BY con urge, or whatever eloquenee might be uſed, would be uſed 
country. 8 in vain; yet, though he meant to abſtain from following the fame 
e ſpread line of argument which he had purſued upon former oecaſions, he 
al Col-B ſtin co ud not refrain from addreſſing a few words to thoſe noble 
ntemp-BE Lords who had been in the habit of prevailing ſu often upon the 
N 2 2 
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Judgement of the Houſe. He would put it to others, whether they 
could refuſe to inſtitute an inquiry? And, indeed, ſome ſort of in. 
quiry they felt to be neceſſary; for no ſooner had the ſubjeA been 
mentioned in the Houſe, than the noble Earl at the head of the Ad. 
Tmiralty was ready to produce the papers that had been laid upon the 
table. That they had been garbled, he would not ſay ; but, at 
leaſt, he would contend, that they had been, for the purpoſe of con- 
veying any information, very badly ſelected. He could find in 
thoſe papers no good reaſon for Admiral Colpoys being kept ſo long 
at ſea; he aſſerted it to be the belief of all, that the preparations at 
Breſt were deſtined againſt Ireland; yet until December no mes. 
ſures had been taken againſt theſe preparations, except the ſending 
out Admiral Colpoys. With reſpect to the real deſtination of the 
Breſt fleet, the Miniſters were, he believed, the only perſons who 
entertained any doubts ; Ireland obvioufly ought to have been the 
fixſt point of defence; Ireland, however, had not been protected, 
and he hoped that it would be the laſt time ſhe would be left in 
ſuch a ſituation. The noble Earl had ſaid, that it was not in his 
power to combat the winds ; and that till a perſon was found bold 
enough to cope with them, he would continue to exert his ſervices in 
the firuation which he now held. And in this part of his ſpeech, the 
noble Earl had mentioned the word“ eagerneſs.” If by eagerneſs, 
his Lordſhip meant eagerneſs for peace, made, however, upon very 
different propoſals from thoſe which had bcen carried by Lord 
Malmeſbury, he believed that the whole country, in common with 
himſelf, would feel that eagerneſs ; but if the noble Lord meant to 
allude to any other kind of “ eagerneſs,” he was at a loſs to guels 
whom he pointed at. If he thought there was any eagerneſs in any 
party to ſucceed the preſent Adminiſtration, he owned he was unac- 
quainted with any ſuch © eagerneſs.” Who, after what had happencd 
to this country, would with to ſhare in the toils and troubles d 
managing its public affairs? Who that could eſcape, could wiſh 
to enter into ſuch difficulty? He was not acquainted with any 
man whoſe ambition approached ſo near to madneſs as to wiſh to 
ſucceed the Miniſters who had brought their country to ruin. Who 
would wiſh to take upon himſelf to recal the credit of the Bank 0 
England? Who was the man who was ambitious of the trouble «i 
repairing the broken finances of this country? Who would with t 
be reſponſible for the reſtoration of all the loſſes we had ſuſtained 
in St. Domingo? Who would wiſh to be reſponſible for the reſto- 
ration of every ſixpence that had been expended upon Holland' 
Who would wiſh to be reſponſible for every ſhilling that had bee! 
expended upon the Netherlands? Who would wiſh to undertaki 
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to indemnify this country for all the treaſure that had been expended 
upon Corfica ? 


If there did exiſt ſuch a man in this country, he 
wned he was unacquainted with him ; and he verily believed the 


noble Earl might be perfectly at eaſe about any © eagerneſs” being 
felt by any man in his ſenſes to ſucceed him. He concluded with ob- 
ſerving, that unleſs their Lordſhips felt the propriety of this inquiry 
themſelves from the papers on the table, and the ſpeech of the noble 


Earl at the head of the Admiralty, nothing that could be ſaid upon 
the ſubject could have any effect upon their Lordſhips' minds. 
The Earl of SCARBOROUGH quoted an expreſſion of the 


venerable Sir George Saville, ** that to vote for an inquiry into the 
cauſes of diſaſter was not to vote cenſure.” 


The preſent occafion 
demanded inquiry. Every thing had been ſacrificed to confidence. 
He took ſhame to himſelf for having gone on ſo long. He ſhould 
certainly vote for inquiry. | 

Lord GREN VILLE ſaid, he had liſtened with aſtoniſhment to 
the mode in which the noble Lords had ſupported this motion, and 
more than once he really was in doubt whether they were not 
wholly miſtaken in the facts upon which they were to decide. An 
attempt had been made to ſeparate the feelings of Miniſters, as if 
they had not all an equal ſhare in this tranſaction: for his own part, 
he was ready to acknowledge his ſhare in the tranſaQion, and in 
the reſponſibility attached to it : but they could not be anſwerable 
for things which were not in their power. Whenever any expedi- 
tion failed, the whole blame was thrown upon Miniſters, without 
ftopping to aſcertain whether they were, in fact, guilty. It was 
ſuppoſed that they could at pleaſure command the winds and waves, 
and ſend a fleet up or down the Channel at a moment's warning. 
But really it would be impoſſible to form even a conjecture as to the 
facts of this tranſaction from what had fallen during the debate. It 
had been repreſented as a national diſgrace, without loſs, and hat- 
ever failure there was, was on the fide of the enemy, who had loſt 
near five thouſand men in this wild attempt. It might have been 


ſuppoſed, from the manner in which ſome noble Lords had ſpoken, 


that this was a complete triumph of the French fleet over ours ; 
whereas, in fact, their only boaſt was, that they had ſucceeded in 
eſcaping from our fleet. This was not a boaſt that the French 
would formerly have made ; they would have conſidered it as a 
diſgrace, They had undoubtedly ſucceeded in eſcaping from our 
fleet, but it was in conſequence of events which it was impoſſible to 
foreſee or prevent; nor was it, as was imagined, fo eaſy with a ſu- 


perior force to prevent an inferior force from ſailing. Movements 


at ſea could not be made with the exactneſs and certainty they are 
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on land. In the warmth of argument, noble Lords, certainly un. 
intentionally, had complimented Miniiters ; for they cxelaimed, 
* You have not been able to catch this miſerable wreck of the 
French fleet.” Who made it a wreck f Was it rot effected during 
the preſent war, and by the preſent Adminiſtration * In no forme 
war had this country ever been able to keep two fleets in the 
Channel equal to that of the French ; and yet in this war, two 
had conſtantly been maintained, one ready for failing, and the other 
blocking up Breſt. 

Some inſinnations had been thrown out in the debate, as if Mi. 
niſters had conſidered the ſaſety of Portugal as equal to that of Ire. 
land. No ſuch charge had been diredly made; indeed, it carried 
too much abſurdity on the face of it to be gravely ſtated in that 
Houſe. But if noble Lords ſuppoſed, that becauſe our fleet was 
ſuperior, the enemy could not get to the coaſt of Ireland, he would 
refer them to two inſtances —one in 1689, in which year the 
French landed in Ireland, notwithſtanding Lord Torrington was at 
ſea with a formidable fleet; and in the ſucceeding year the ſame 
attempt was made, and ſucceſsfully made, though Admicat Ruſſel 
did every thing in Lis power to prevent it. As 10 Ireland, he was 
ready to allow that its defence, as well as that of En land, muſt reſt 
upon the fleet; but they were by no mcans in ſuch a ſtate of in- 
ternal defence, in Ireland, as to render ſuch an invaſion at all 
alarming. The French affected to have ſome hopes of being joined 
in Ireland; but the event ſhewed how much they were miſtaken, 
This was a convincing argument in anſwer to thoſe who declaimed 
upon the diſcontents in Ireland, and would, he hoped, be recol- 
lected in all future diſcuſſions upon that ſubject. He begged leave 
to bring to their Lordſhipsꝰ recollection, the different inftances in 
which the naval undertakings of the French had been defeated. 
The ſhameful and cowardly conduct of Richery after he left Tou- 
Jon, and the manner in which he avoided the Britiſh ſquadron, till 
ſtrengthened by the acceſſion of a Spaniſh fleet; the event of the 
firſt of June, one of the moſt memorable in the hiſtory of nautical 
affairs; and the late deciſive victory, were evidence of that ſupe- 
riority on which the defence of the country ſo particularly depended. 
Whatever we might feel for the miſcarriage of the undertaking of 
our allies on the Continent, in our naval attempts there was nothing 
but triumph. That in this miſcarriage we had ſuffered ſome pecu- 
niary loſs, he was ready to admit; yet he was fo far from regretti g 
what had been thus expended, that were it poſſible to recal what 
was paſſed, he would again vote for the aſſiſtance which had aQu- 
ally been given. 


hi 
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The late attempt of the enemy upon Ireland was, he maintained, 


— to be conſidered as another inſtance of the failure. They had loſt 
of Fi two line of battle ſhips, five frigates, and, he believed, the total of 
| during their loſs amounted to eleven armed veſſels. : : 

forme The Marquis of LANSDOWN faid, that it was with relue- 
in th. ance he roſe at ſo late an hour, but ſo prepoſſetſed was he of the 
r, two neceſſity of an inquiry, that he could not help urging once more 


ſome of thoſe conſequences that would reſult from refuſing to grant 


ie oth 
other it. Every noble Lord muſt feel a conviction, that had the fleet ſent 


if Mi. againſt Ireland been captured, the whole country would have been 
of Ire. in perfect fecuriry againſt an invaſion. That being the cafe, was 
carries MY there 2 man who would ſay, that it was not proper to know whe- 
in that! cher any, and where ſuch blame was imputable? In [Ireland it had 
bet ua deen a prejudice to repreſent the Government of this country as 
Gd careleſs of the ſiſter kingdom. At preſent a new diſcontent had 
ar th. ariſen; and gentlemen who were in the habit of correſponding with 
was a Iicland knew very well, that they who had formerly taken the part 
- ſame of tbe Government, were now forced to acknowledge that Ireland 
Rufe had been negledted. Applications had been made from thence for 
ne vag Protection; and it muſt be confeſſed that that country kad been 
ut ret abandoned by England. Miniſters had pledged to Keep up a great 
of in. land force in Ireland, which they had withdrawn. In the laſt war, 
at au pledge had been made, that a naval force ſhould, in all future 
| joined wars, he kept off the Iriſh coaſt; and where he Miniſter now, he 
ken, BY ould think it neceſſary to ſtation a fleet in the Cove of Cork im- 
* medigfely. An inquiry could not but be ſatisfactory in every poirit 
recol. Hof view; ſatisfactory to Admiral Colpoys, to Lord Bridport, and 
4 leave the profeſſion at large. There were, beſides, other perſons con- 


ices in eerned in the inquiry the Admiralty, the Commiſſioners of Ac- 
feated, counts, and other inferior Boards: it would not impede, but acce- 
+ Tou. berate operations. Miniſters, indeed, had ſhewn ſome conſeiouſ- 
on, till neſs of the neceſſity of a mock inquiry at leaſt, by their producing 
of the papers; and the firſt thing to be remarked on theſe papers, was the 
autical votorious want of intelligence. The noble Earl had ſaid, that he 
t ſupe- would reſign when he could find a perſon daring enough to contend 
CE of”: againſt the winds. What the Public wanted was, not a man who 
ing of could govern againſt the winds and waves, but who would govern 
nothing with them: this was was the caſe in the preſent inſtance. The wind 
e pecu- had been favourable; and all that had been wanting, was an Ad- 
gretti g miralty capable of making uſe of it. On the 16th of December, 
hat Admiral Colpoys received intelligence of the French having failed, 
4 «us the wind continued fair, and if he had had proper orders, he would 

have been off the Iriſh coaſt. Had the ſhips under Lord Bridport 
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been ready, the wind would till have been fair. The noble Ear 
had talked of long nights; was it fo great a reach of foreſight to 
know that there were long nights in December * But the French 
fleet, it ſeemed, might have gone up the Channel. In the firſt 
place, the wind was againft them ; but if they had, what would 
have been the caſe? They would have been under lock and key, 
The remainder of the ſubjeQ lay in a very ſmall compaſs ; it 
turned upon two points. Why were not orders given to Admiral 
Colpoys to go off Cape Clear ? and why were not more ſhips kept 
ready at Portſmouth? It was impoſſible for Miniſters to get over 
theſe two points. He had read the other day a debate upon : 
drill-plough. A Clergyman ſaid, What ſtuff men will take in, 
when it is their intereſt to believe it.” But this ſtuff would not po 
down now, for it was not the intereſt of the country to believe it, 
The ſubject lay to-day between the Houſe and the Miniſters ; to- 
morrow it would lie between Miniſters and the Public, who would 
not fail to ſee that groſs neglect and inability were W to the 
Admiralty. 

Earl FITZ WILLIAM faid, that, without perſonal hoſtility 
to the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, he muſt vote for inquiry. The 
conduct of our Marine, as to its great operations, belonged equally 
to all the Cabinet. There had been blame, and there ought to be 
inquiry. Some expreſſions which had been thrown out of © greater 
care being required for England than Ireland,” would make a deep 
impreſſion on the minds of the Pcople of that country ; and he was 
ſorry to have heard them. 

Lord GREN VILLE replied, ſo far from the ſafety of Ireland 
having been neglected, it had been the object of particular at- 
tention. 

The Earl of GUILFORD ſupported the objection of the 
noble Marquis, relative to the preference given to England over 
Ireland. 

The Houſe then divided upon Lord Albemarle's motion :— 

Contents, 14; Proxy, 1. Non- Contents, 74; Proxies, 20. 


Lift of the Minority in the Houſe of Lords on the Earl of Albemarlt's 
motion for an Inquiry into the conduct of the Navy. 


Duke of Norfolk, Ew of Suffolk, 
Duke of Bedford, Earl of Moira, 
Marquis of Lanſdown, Earl of Scarborough, 
Marquis of Abercorn, Earl of Carliſle, 
Earl of Guilford, Lord Holland, 
Earl of Albemarle, Lord King, 


Earl Fitzwilliam, Lord Say and Sele. 
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Tueſday, 21ft March. 


The Earl of MOIRA roſe to make his promiſed motion with 
regard to Ireland. He ſaid that where two ſeparate and indepen- 
dent Legiſlatures exiſted, acting each within its own ſphere for the 
happineſs of two countries united under a common head, and 
identified by a common intereſt, it certainly was of the utmoſt im- 
portance for them mutually to reſpect the line by which their autho- 
rity was bounded. They ought to be careful not to exceed the line 
of demarcation, and to employ the utmoſt delicacy in agitating queſ- 
tions in which the privileges and the independence of cach other 
were involved. Although this general truth could not be diſputed, 
circumſtances, however, might occur in which, conſiſtently with the 
moſt perfect regard to independent rights and ſeparate authorities, it 
might be meritorious for them mutually to manifeſt their attention 
and their anxiety for objects in which their common intereſts were 
concerned. The delicacy with which this ſpccies of interference might 
be conducted, would afford an aſſurance of the purity of the motive. 
It would effeQually guard againſt the irritating ſuſpicion of uſurpa- 
tions which awaken jealouſies and kindle reſentments. Free from 
every appearance of an affected ſuperiority and overbearing do- 
minion, ſuch an interference for common intereſt would be received 
with kindneſs and attended with advantage. When urgent caſes 
render interference neceſſary, the delicacy that may be obſerved, re- 
moves every jealouſy which might otherwiſe be excited ; and when 
the meaſure is embraced, it is with the ſenſe that thoſe whom it re- 
gards will conſider it in the ſame ſpirit by which it was dictated, 
and view it with the ſame intereſt from which it flowed. Upon theſe 
grounds, therefore, he now role for the purpoſe of moving an hum- 
ble addreſs to His Majeſty, that he would be gracioufly pleaſed 
to interpoſe his paternal and beneficent interference to remedy the 
diſcontents which prevail in Ireland, and which create the moſt 
ſerious alarm for that country, and for the deareſt intereſts of the 
Britiſh empire. It might, perhaps, be objected, that this was an 
interference with the independent authority of the Iriſh Legiſlature. 
Such an objection, he ſhould have thought it ſuperfluous to anſwer, 
had it not been hinted-upon a former night, when he gave notice of 
his motion, But would ſuch an intention be imputed to him who 
had repeatedly oppoſed every pretenſion that could bring that inde- 
pendence into doubt, to him who had reprobated ſo ſtrongly thoſe 
meaſures which interfered with that Legiſlature when they were 
about to complete their own work, and when they would 'have 
carried it to that perfection which would have removed the cauſes 
Vox. III. O 
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which produced thoſe diſeontents that rendered the preſent inter. 
ference neceſſary? This was no queſtion of internal regulation. It 
was a point of common concern and. of mutual intereſt, upon which 
both countries had an equal right to ſtand forward. That caſes, 
demanding the exerciſe of this common right, might occur, could 
ſcarcely be diſputed. He did not wiſh to make any odious alluſion 
to any former diſcuſſion ; but ſuppoſe, as a poſſible caſe, that ſuch a 
diſpoſition of the Britiſh fleet was intended as would leave Ireland 
defenceleſs, might not the Iriſh Houſe of Lords interfere by an ad- 
dreſs to His Majeſty praying that ſuch a meaſure might not be 
adopted? If in the courſe of a negotiation with France any condi- 
tions were to be ſtipulated which would prove particularly prejudi- 
cial to Ireland, would it be incompetent for the Iriſh Houſe of Lord 
to addreſs His Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to inter- 
poſe to prevent its taking effect? Such objections as theſe could nat 
be urged with any propriety, or maintained with any ſucceſs. In 
ſpeaking of the neceſſity of the meaſure he propoſed, he hoped he 
ſhould be excuſed from going into any detail. The extent and r. 
pid increaſe of the diſcontents which prevailed in Ireland, were ſub- 
jects of ſufficient notoriety to form the ground of this proceeding. 
He ſhould abſtain, therefore, from enumerating the particulars which 
had come to his knowledge, and of which, indeed, he had recently 
been witneſs. They appeared unneceſſary to the reſolution which 
the Houſe was now called upon to form. If it was neceſſary to go 
into the detail, he hoped he ſhould be allowed, in the uſual privilege 
of reply, to give thoſe minute explanations which might be required, 
and from this detail he ſhould not be precluded by any thing which 
he now ſaid. He did not expect to hear to-night that the diſcon- 
tents, to which he alluded, were exaggerated. Such mode of reply 
would not be admitted at a moment like the preſent. The eyes 0 
the country were fixed upon their Lordſhips. The attention of the 
country at large, alarmed at the critical {ituation in which it is placed, 
was turned to their Lordſhips ; the public had a right to expect that 
they would ſhew themſelves honeſt and careful, that they would not 
allow a queſtion of ſuch magnitude to be evaded by any objeQion d 
forms, or any alledged inaccuracy of ſtatement. The time was nov 
paſt in which their Lordſhips might be amuſed with unprofitable dil 
putations. Subſtantial vigour and energy of conduct were now re- 
quired. The univerſal ſentiment that prevailed was, that the ex- 
ertion of every honeſt man and friend to his country was neceflarſ 
to ſave the State from the calamities in which it was plunged, 
and from the dangers with which it was threatened. If theit 
Lordſhips refuſed to contribute their part, they would forfeit thei 
credit with the public, they would cntail upon that Houſe 
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proach equally diſhonourable to themſelves and pernicious to the 
country. In addreſſing His Majeſty to the effect propoſed, the Houſe 
would not only exerciſe one of its moſt important privileges, but ful- 


fil one of its moſt important duties. They were the hereditary . 


Counſellors of the Throne, and no oceaſion could occur which called 
more ſtrongly for the exerciſe of the right. If it appeared that the 
Counſellors more immediately about His Majeſty's perſon, His 
Majeſty's Miniſters, had not given that advice which was calculated 
to enſure the happineſs and proſperity of Ireland, it was the duty of 
their Lordihips to approach the Throne with advice more wiſe and 
ſalutary. If they doubted the wiſdom of the advice which had been 
given, this was the inſtance for the exerciſe of their particular fune- 
tion. To act in this manner was to manifeſt the ſtrongeſt proof of 
attachment to the Sovercign, and was the beſt pledge of their intereſt 
in the public welfare. But it might be ſaid, what influence could 
ſuch an addreſs carry with it to change the Councils by which Ire- 
land was governed? In any private company ſuch an objection in the 
courſe of converſation could be conſidered as the reſult only of ig- 
norance or of impudence. To prove the influence of the Britiſh 
Cabinet he needed only to appeal to a fact which had occurred not 
very long ago, he meant the recall of Earl Fitzwilliam, at a time 
when all Ireland concurred in the meaſures which he purſued, when 
that country gave the faireſt proſpect of tranquillity, aud the ſureſt 
pledge of aſſiſtance and ſupport to Britain in the difficult and arduous 
circumſtances in which ſhe was placed. To the impolicy of this 
meaſure the diſtracted ſtate of Ireland was now to be imputed. If 
the Britiſh Cabinet could interfere ſo ſucceſsfully for what he deemed 
an impolitic and miſchievous purpoſe, could they not interfere for 
the ſalutary end of recommending wiſdom and producing good? He 
was convinced that the general ſentiment of Ireland was that of cor- 
dial attachment to this country, and that it was the determination 
of the majority to ſtand or fall with this country. But, amid the 
diſtractions with which Ireland was agitated, the jealouſies which 
now prevailed and under the ſyſtem which now ſubſiſted, their Lord- 
ſhips ſhould recolle& what incalculable advantage was given to inſi- 
dious and diſaffected ſpirits to repreſent the bad effects which re- 
ſulted from their connection with this country. He could conceive 
no ſtate of things more fatal than that Ireland ſhould be the ſubject 
of continual jealouſy and diſtruſt to this country. Unleſs wiſe mea- 
ſures were taken to prevent it, ſuch, however, would be the ſtate to 
which we ſhould be reduced. He trulted that the army upon which 
we relied for the defence of Ireland would ever remain faithful to 
their King and to the Britiſh empire. But would it not be unwiſe 
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to truſt entirely to this reſource ? Would it not be impolitie to rely 
upon this laſt reſort before they had done every thing to obtain a better 
ſecurity * Circumſtances could be conceived, in which this ſupport 
might be overthrown. A ſimilar reliance in another country, with- 
out, in time, endeavouring to obtain better ſecurity, had plunged it 
into the utmoſt miſery and diſtreſfs. Was it wiſe to truſt the veſſel 
upon the ocean with this ſingle anchor? At preſent it was but too 
evident that there was no dependence on any thing but force. They 
ought, therefore, to apply the remedy in time. It was now in their 
hands. It might be aſked, what was the plan which he wiſhed to 
parſue* This, however, was indicated in the motion itſelf. When they 
addreſſed His Majeſty to interpoſe his paternal care and benevolence, 
the known goodneſs of his nature left no room for doubt as to the re- 
ſult. It was by temper, equity and good faith, that the diſtractions 
of Ireland were to be appeaſed, and their affections conciliated, 
No good could be expected from a proſecution of the preſent ſyſtem, 
He was confident, however, that the adoption of meaſures calcul- 
ated to impreſs the people with confidence in the Government, would 
quickly call forth that fond affection of the inhabitants of Ireland to 
this country, which circumitances might cloud, but could not ex- 
tinguith, inſpire «hat cal fo necefiary in the preſent moment, and 
furniſh thoſe reſources which were requiſite for the critical ſituation 
in which we were placed, and the arduous conteſt in which we were 
engaged. On theſe grounds, therefore, he reſted the motion which 
he was now to propoſe, ** That an humble addreſs be preſented to 
« His Majeſty, praying that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to inter- 
e pole his paternal and beneficent interference to allay the diſcon- 
ce tents which at preſent ſubſiſt in his kingdom of Ireland, and 
« which threaten the deareſt intereſts of the Britiſh empire.“ 
Lord GRENVILLE lamented that upon the preſent important 
diſcuſſion, they were deprived of the aſſiſtance of the great talents 
and experience of the noble Lord who uſually occupied the wool- 
fack. He was at the ſame time perſuaded that the noble Lord was 
aCtuated by a ſenſe of public duty, in chuſing to bring forward a 
TubjeR of ſuch importance, without regarding the circumſtance of 
that noble Lord's abſence, whoſe wiſdom muſt have proved of ſo 
much ſcrvice, and whoſe attendance was ſo neceffary to the forms 
of the Houſe. If he regretted the abſence of the noble Lord for 
theſe reaſons, ſtill he was happy to refleQ that upon the preſent oc- 
caſion the exertion of eloquence was the leſs neceſſary, as he truſted 
he could ſhow from the application of known and acknowledged 
principles, that the preſent motion could not be adopted without 


breaking the ſolemn contract which had been entered into between 
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the two countries, without tearing aſunder every bond of union and 
connection which ſubſiſted, and ſpreading diſtraction and diviſion 
between the Members of the Britiſh empire. He ſhould, therefore, 
give his moſt decided oppoſition to the preſent motion, and to every 
propoſition of a ſimilar tendency. The noble Lord had attempted 
to remove the objection, that the motion was an interference with 
the independent Legiflature of Ireland, but in his opinion without 
ſucceſs. But conceding for a moment, this point to which he ſhould 
afterwards advert, he would call the attention of their Lordſhips to 
the motion itſelf. It was ſtated that diſſenſions, diſtractions and 
diſcontents prevailed in Ireland, and it was truly ſaid, that the be- 
nevolence of His Majeſty's diſpoſition muſt be anxious to remove 
them. In the addreſs, however, which the noble Lord propoſed, 


he did not ſtate the cauſe of theſe diſſentions and diſtractions. Such 


an addreſs, he conceived, to be wholly unneceſſary. In the courſe 
of a reign of thirty-ſix years His Majeſty had, from vear to year, ap- 
plied himſelf to remove every ground of uneaſineſs or diſcontent 
which the ſituation of that country preſented. In the beginning of 
the preſent reign the people of Ireland had been diſunited, bur to a 
much greater degree, and to a greater extent, than upon the preſent 
occalion. He would deſire any one to compare the ſtate of Ireland, 
as it was left by His Majeſty's anceſtors, with its preſent ſituation. 
He would aſk them to look at the Catholics, admitted to the exer- 
ciſe of their political rights, and to the enjoyment of their property, 
to the participation of every civil and ſocial bleſſing, reſtored to that 
confidence in themſelves which the laws had formerly deſtroyed ; 
freely permitted to engage in cvery ſpecies of commerce, and to ap- 
ply themſelves to every profeſſion of honour and reputation, ſharing 
the right of voting for Members of Parliament ; and in their whole 
conduct manifeſting the effects of the benefits they had received in 
the beſt manner in which benefits could operate on the human 
mind. He would defire their Lordſhips to confider their conduct 
upon the late occafion, when the enemy, deluded by falſe repreſen- 
tations of the ſtate of Ireland, riſked the laſt remnant of their fleet, 
and embarked an inferior army in the raſh hope of being able to 
ſucceed in their deſigns, by the diſunion and diſaffection of the inha- 
bitants of Ireland. For a proof of the good diſpoſition of the Ca- 
tholics upon that occaſion, he could refer with pleaſure to the unex- 
ceptionable teſtimony of the reverend Prelates, who worthily ſhew 
themſelves their guides in religious matters. | Here his Lordſhip 
read ſome paſſages of the circular letter from the- Catholic Biſhop of 
Cork.] Thus it appeared that His Majeſty's exertions had already 
been crowned with ſucceſs ; that this ſucceſs was not perfectly com- 
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plete was ſubject of regret; jealouſies had appeared in ſome degree, 
but they had been conciliated by the benevolence and the paternal 
care of His Majeſty. What ſtronger pledge could be given of Hig 
Majeſty's intention to perſevere in the ſame courſe, than what he 
had already done? the Iriſh had created a commerce with which 
they were before unacquainted, extended their manufactures, and 
what they deemed a more valuable acquiſition, had obtained the 
bleſſings of a free Conſtitution, If the motion was intended to 
implore His Majeſty to employ his benevolence and paternal care 
to remedy the diſcontents which prevail, it was unneceſſary; but 
it was not only unneceſſary, it was highly dangerous and miſchie. 
vous. This was a different caſe from thofe which the noble Lord 
had ſtated ; a negotiation was clearly a caſe of common intereſt, in 
which both parties would be entitled to interfere. But if there 
was any point which could be conſidered more excluſively of inter. 
nal regulation than another, it was the preſent. The motion wa 
intended to apply to the internal ſtate of Ireland, and (if he under. 
ſtood it,) to the frame of its independent Legiſlature, About four- 
teen years ago, when diſcontents and heartburnings were repre- 
ſented to exiſt, on account of the right not much exerciſed, but 
broadly afferted in the ſtatute book of the Legiſlature of this country, 
to make laws to bind Ircland, His Majeſty had adviſed Parliament 
to diſclaim that right, and to repeal the obnoxious ſtatute. This 
accordingly was done, and the act, 6th of Geo. Iſt was repealed. 
Some difficulties that had not been foreſeen occurred. A paramount 
Juriſdiction had exiſted in their Lordſhips, and appeals were brought 
before them in the laſt reſort. An appeal having been brought 
upon this ground their Lordſhips very properly pafſed an act, re- 
nouncing in future all ſuch right, and enaQing, that Parliament 
ſhould be reſtrained from entertaining any bill which pretended in 
any degree to bind the inhabitants of Ireland. Now their Lord- 
ſhips were called upon to interfere in a point moſt excluſively rela- 
ting to the internal ſtate of Ireland. Such an interference wa 
obviouſly improper ; it was alſo impoſſible for them to proceed with 
ſufficient information, which lay much better within the reach d 
their own Legiſlature. To the general propoſition of the noble 
Lord he had oppoſed general grounds, and he hoped their Lordſhips 
would be aware of the impropriety and danger of adopting it. 
With regard to the happineſs of Ireland, it was an obje& to which 
no one could be indifferent ; but at preſent the whole ſubject was 
out of its place. Inſtead of remedying the diſcontents which pre- 
vailed, it would tend to inflame them. It would induce the pev 
ple of Ireland to imagine that their own Legiſlature was indifferent 
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o their welfare, and thus ſtir up the diviſions which it was the ob- 
ject to appeaſe. 
free Conſtitution, the beſt way to fix their attachment to it was to 
engage their confidence in its favour. 


As they had given to Ireland the bleſſings of a 


Earl FITZ WILLIAM ſaid, that he could by no means concur 


in the argument of the noble Seeretary, that this country ought 
never to give any opinion upon the public ſituation of Ireland. 
That ſuch interference, for the purpoſe of averting evils which 
threatened the two countries, was proper and fitting, he thought 
extremely clear. 
proved ſtate of Ireland, was certainly true. 
ſtances might have contributed to that proſperity, ſtill there might 
remain room for ſomething farther to be done. 
caſe, were we to ſtop and go no farther becauſe we had already 


What the noble Secretary had faid as to the im- 
But whatever circum- 


If this was the 


made conſiderable progreſs? A certain claſs of the people of Ire- 
land had long been held in a ſtate of degradation; and if the cir- 


cumſtances on which this was thought neceſſary no longer exiſted, 


was it not the duty of the Houſe to call upon thoſe who had the au- 
thority, to remove the grievances which yet remained? The noble 
Secretary had ſaid, that the people of Ireland were tranquil and happy; 
was it a proof of this that acts of indemnity had been paſſed in 
the Iriſh Parliament for proceedings beyond the law, which muſt 
have been called for by a conduct not very conſiſtent with tranquil- 
lity? If no circumſtances of diforder appeared, why were whole 
pariſhes, baronies, -and even counties, declared to be out of the 
King's peace? It was likewiſe ſtated in the proceedings of the 
Government in Ireland, that they were diſarming the people in 
ertain diſtricts, from which it was certainly evident that they had 
been in arms. Was this, then, the ſtate of tranquillity ? Was this 
a ſtate of things by which this country was in no danger of being 
affected? Connected with each other by the ties of individual 
friendſhip, and by a general common public intereſt, was it beyond 
the proper ſphere of conſideration in that Houſe to addreſs His Ma- 
jeſty to employ his paternal care and benevolence to quiet the minds 
of the people, and to reſtore the inhabitants of Ireland to tranquillity 
and happineſs? This was a period of ſerious and awful portent. 
Dangers and ſtorms threatened our ſafety and happineſs ; and it 
as the duty of the Houſe to allay every diſcontent to which wiſdom 
ould extend, and to fortify the country by every reſource which 
policy could ſecure. 
The Earl of LIVERPOOL aid, that, in his opinion, the mo- 
ion now before their Lordthips appeared to him to be improper, 
hether it was intended to induce them in their legiſlative capacity 
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to interfere in the affairs of Ireland, or to adviſe His Majeſty to ex. 
ereiſe his executive authority in a particular way over that branch 
of the empire. On the latter ſuppoſition it was unneceſſary, ſince, 
as his noble friend (Lord Grenville) had ſtated, His Majeſty, ever 
fince he came to the Throne, had been uniformly employed in ex- 
tending his royal beneficence to that people : and on the former ſup. 
poſition it would be highly unbecoming in that Houſe to interfere 
with the Iriſh Parliament, to which alone and independently be. 
longed the entire regulation and management of the internal affairs 
of that nation. Suppoſing that a motion was to be made in the 
Iriſh Parliament for the purpoſe of inducing it to interfere in the 
diſcuſſion of the great queſtion cf Parliamentary Reform, or Ca- 
tholic toleration in this country, he aſked how it would be taken by 
the Britiſh Parliament * And was it leſs improper for the Houſe of 
Lords in this country to interfere in the diſcuſſion of queſtions, the 
deciſion of which belonged only to the Iriſh Parliament, and to 
which its juriſdiction alone was competent? Such diſcuſſions, in- 
ſtead of conciliating the affections of Ireland, which was the object 
of the noble Lord's motion, would awaken jealouſies between the 
countries which would not, perhaps, be eaſily removed. He ſhould 
grant, for the ſake of argument, that all the evils complained of by 
the noble Lord exiſted to the full extent of his repreſentation ; but 
ſtill he contended that they ought to be remedied by the Iriſh Par- 
liament, the great Council of the King in that country, and not by 
the Britiſh Legiſlature, whoſe interference was calculated only to 
aggravate the diſcontents which it was their object to remove. The 
motion ſeemed to him'to be as miſchievous in its tendency, as it was 
unconſtitutional in its principle ; and their Lordſhips might recol- 
lect, that the firſt magiſtrate of that country had, in one of his 
ſpeeches, alluded to the bad conſequences which flowed from mo- 
tions of the deſcription now before them. Upon theſe grounds 
he ſhould give the propoſition of the noble Lord his moſt decided 
negative. 

The Earl of MOIRA again roſe, he ſaid, to make an obſerva- 
tion on the objection of the noble Secretary, grounded upon inter- 
ference with the independent Legiſlature of Ireland. He granted 
that the Legiſlature of that country was independent ; but at the 


ſame time, he ſhould maintain, that in every matter where the I. 


common intereſt of both countries was concerned, the Britiſh Legil- 
lature had a right to interfere. The noble Secretary had entered 
into a long detail of the advantages which Ireland had enjoyed, 
under the auſpicious reign of his preſent Majeſty, which he juſtly 
Rated to be numerous and great, and, from this detail he inferred, 
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*. that diſcontent ought not to exiſt ; but why did he forget, that not- 


" withſtanding all the generous liberality which they had experienced 
© Wl from their Sovereign, there was ſtill a part of the boon unbeſtowed ? 
b: Did he not know that they had ſtill a plea of the ſtrongeſt kind un- 


anſwered ? Was he not informed that the Catholics of Ireland in- 
>” WM fitted upon their right of being elected Members of the Legiſlature, 
upon the ground, that if they had ſome of their body in Parliament, 
the perſecutions which have exiſted would not have taken place? 
But here, perhaps, it would be faid, that he was ſpeaking of perfe- 
eutions as vaguely as he had done of diſcontents, and that the one 
55 had as little foundation as the other. He knew, however, no fewer 
than ninety-one houſeholders who had been baniſhed from one of his 
ron eſtates, after being plundered of their property, and many of 
them wounded in their perſons. He felt the difficulty there was of 
ſpeaking upon this part of the ſubject, but he was driven to ſay 
ſomething upon it by the courſe of argument which had been adopted 
by the noble Secretary. The diſcontents were not confined to one 
ſect only, they were common to the Proteſtants as well as the Ca- 
holics. Did the noble Lords who argued againſt his motion re- 
ollect, that diſtri after diſtrict, pariſh after pariſh, and at laſt, 
#hole counties in one daſh had been put out of the peace of the 
King? Did they recolleR, that in the county of Down, which 
vas one of the largeſt, the richeſt, and the moſt induſtrious in the 
kingdom of Ireland, the whole of the inhabitants had been de- 
lared out of the peace of the King; that a general diſarming, 
ven of the Proteſtant ſubjects in that county, had taken place; 
hat military parties had been ſent in the night to various parts of 
hat county, in order to effect theſe purpoſes ? Did they recollect, 
it theſe military men were empowered to act with a * vigour be- 


mo- IL £ 4 
inds ond the law,” were told, that they were not to wait for the aid of 
idcd Nlagiſtrates, but to effect their purpoſe by uſing force, if force ſhould 


e found neceſſary ? Were theſe things true, and would it be con- 
ended that this country was not implicated in the reſult, or that it 
Fas foreign to its duty to interfere? He allowed that the noble 
deeretary had a ſtrong reaſon, as an individual, to object to the mo- 
on, as it undoubtedly went to convey a cenſure upon the King's 
Tvants, But were their Lordſhips, at this awful and alarming 
njunQure, met to compliment? No. He truſted that the Houfe, 
different as to the operation of his motion upon the characters of 
iniſters, would overlook all private conſiderations, and adopt thoſe 
eaſures which were moſt likely to conduce to the ſafety of the 
mpire. This could be beſt effected by giving the people of Ire- 
and confidence in their Sovereign, by giving activity to that tender 
Vor. III. P 
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and paternal diſpoſition which His Majeſty for thirty-fix years had [ 
ſhewn towards his people, and the operation of which had been un- ſuby 
fortunately ſuſpended by the indiſcreet advice of his Miniſters. He bod) 
thought it the firſt duty he owed to his Sovereign to give him this of tl 
advice, and therefore he ſhould firenuouſly maintain the motion 00s 
which he had had the honour to make. ge 


The Earl of GUILFORD profcfled, that after what had been MW e 


ſaid in ſupport of the motion, and the little that he had heard in 0 
anſwer to it, it was not his intention to add any thing upon the pro- =" 
Priety of giving advice to His Majeſty. Ile could not, how even a a 
reſolved as he was to ſupport the motion, give a filent vote, after * 
what he had heard from a noble Secretary upon the danger of di- ah 
euſſing the preſent queſtion, which was no leſs than tearing aſunder "2a 
the two countries, and deſtroying the bond of union which now F K 
ſubſiſted between them. When a country was reduced to that eri. ip 
tical fituation in which it became dangerous to diſcuſs its intereſ's, . 
he would aſk, whether thoſe who had brought it into that ſituation, ; 

or thoſe who introduced ſuch diſcuſſions, were the moſt proper cb. _— 
jects of cenſure ? The argument of the noble Secretary went not fo Ine 
much to protect the independence of the Iriſh Parliament, as to 0 ” 
ſecure Miniſters againſt reſponſibility. Neither the Britiſh Cabinet I : 
nor an Iriſh Lord Lieutenant were reſponſible to the Iriſh Parlia - 
ment; and if they were exempted alſo from the control of the =p 
Britiſh Parliament, to whom were they reſponſible? He could nal _... . 
admit that Miniſters had ſhewn any attention to the intereſts d _ 
Ireland fince Lord Fitzwilliam was recalled, the meaſures d 0 * 
whoſe adminiſtration gave ſuch univerſal ſatisfaQion. If the ad. "4k 
vice, therefore, was not neceſſary to the King, of whoſe paternd by a 


concern for his people he entertained no doubt, it was highly re: 
quiſite to his Miniſters. He concluded with giving his hearty aſſent thoſe 
to the motion. 

Earl SPENCER confeſſed, that when notice was given of this 
motion, there were many objections which occurred to him again 
It, and theſe had been confirmed by the diſcuſſion of this evening 
If the noble Lord meant to do any good by his motion, he ought 
to have gone much farther, and pointed out both the nature of tht 
diſcontents, and the kind of meaſures which ought to be reſorted i 
to remove them. It was decidedly his opinion, that ſuppoſing tht 
evil was of ſuch a nature as to require a remedy, the retnedy ouglt 
to be applied by the Iriſh Legiſlature. The ſubject was certainly 
one of great moment to both countries, but he was afraid that dil 
cuſſions of this ſort were calculated rather to create new { 
than to heal paſt diſſentions. 

10 
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ds. 
The Marquis of LANSDOWN aid, that if the preſent was a 
* ſubject of delicacy, Miniſters were the cauſe of it. There was no- 
u- body leſs inclined to queſtion, or to infringe upon the independence 
_ of the Iriſh Legiſlature, than he was; but there was a great differ- 
* ence between infringing upon that independence, and acting in their 
= capacity as the great hereditary Council of the King. The doc- 
trine which Miniſters had held forth, he was inclined to think, was 
Y much more calculated to foment jealouſies between the two Legiſla- 
mn tures than the motion of the noble Lord, were it carried into effect. 
ro- The Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, as a Miniſter, was accountable to 
Py the Britiſh, as well as to the iriſh Parliament; and therefore they 
7 had a right to watch over the meaſures of his adminiſtration, and 
* to cenſure or adviſe him as they might deem proper. The noble 
"I Secretary had entered into a pompous and elaborate diſplay of ihe 
non advantages which Ireland had enjoyed under the reign of the pre- 
* ſent King. But he would aſk him, whether the immunities which 
an bad been granted to Ireland had not been fully juſtified by the con- 
| * ſequenees; and that, too, after they had been refuſed by their own 
* Legiſlature? It was in the recollection of almoſt every noble 
Lord, that, when a petition was preſented to the Iriſh Parliament 
"I by a numerous and reſpectable body of that kingdom, the prayer of 


it was rejected with ſomething little ſhort of indignation ; but 
f the when Deputies were ſent over to this country, they were gra- 
ciouſly received, and their miſſion was attended with its defired 
ts of effect. He confeſſed, that, upon the ſtate of Ireland, he did not 
8 F poſſeſs ſuch accurate information as ſome of their Lordſhips, but he 
ny had heard that the Catholics had formerly been perſecuted by the 


Proteſtants in a horrid manner ; that the former had been driven 


__ by a ſmall number of the latter from their habitations in the North, 
y Ie- b g lor 
alen ut were now returning; and that the Proteſtants were rebuilding 


thoſe houſes that had been deſtroyed, and that an union was now 
forming between them, which, if not attended to in time, might be 
productive of the moſt alarming effects. There were two deſerip- 
tions of men in Ireland: the firſt deſcription of men were well 
known for their daring ſpirit; there were not wanting perſons 


they were men over whom Courts could never have any influence, 
and who were to be led, not driven—ſuch were the men in the 
North-of Ireland. The whole South was characterized by unruly 
paſſions, which were always the prominent features of men unem- 
ployed. What the event might be, it was impoſſible to ſay; he 
warned them, however, that it might be ſuch as to ſhake the empire 
to its centre! And was a ſubje& which involved ſuch conſequences 
P 2 


among them celebrated in arms, in arts, and even in literature; 
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to be ſet aſide by a few words about the independence of the Iriſh 

Parliament, an expreſſion which, till of late years, uſed never to be 

heard of from Miniſters? The motion now before their Lordſhips 
was couched in terms ſo wiſe, ſo prudent, and ſo moderate, that he 
could ſcarcely have ſuppoſed that it could have been objected to. 
What was its purport ? It ſaid to His Majeſty, “ Sire, you have 
« by a happy conduct attached the people of Ireland to your family 

« and government, by the ſame liberal and generous conduct by 
cc which your grandfather gained the affections of the Highlands of 
Scotland. There is but one ſmall cauſe of diſcontent tilt re. 
« maining, and it is only neceſſary that you follow up thoſe wiſe and 
% ſalutary meaſures which you have hitherto ated upon to remove 
« it.” This was all that the motion propoſed. If it was done in 
time, the meaſures might be ſucceſsful ; but it ought to be recol- 

lected, that the longer the delay, the greater the danger. When he 
conſidered the nature of the meeting at Dublin, within a few yards of 
the caſtle, and a man of high conſequence at the head of it, it was im- 
poſſible not to look upon the matter as ſerious. How far force might 
be ſufficient, it was not eaſy to ſay: what had been the effect of it 
in the laſt war, was in the recollection of every one; but the fad 
was, that procraſtination only tended to increaſe, not diminiſh the 
difficulty. If the grievances of the Catholics had been redreſſed 
laſt year, the Houſe would not have heard of Reform; next year, 
perhaps, other points might be urged, and the breach would grow 
wider and wider, till at length it would be found impoſſible to heal 
it. Mr. Erſkine, in his admirable pamphlet, had wiſely faid, 

0 Give the people of Ireland their rights, and you will neither 
fequire fleets nor armies to protect them.” Three millions of loyal 
people would defy the power of France ; and he begged that it 
ſhould be recollected, that if they were united, they might, perhaps, 
defy the ſtrength of other countries too! The example of Genoa 
was before them. He would conclude with quoting the authority 
of Sir Robert Walpole, who conſidered it as much better policy to 
comply with the wiſhes of a nation when they were ſtrongly ex- 
preſſed, even though they might be founded in delufion, than to 
reſiſt the general will, when, as in the caſe of Ireland at preſent, 
it was diſtinctly manifeſted. 

The Marquis TOWNSHEND thought that His Majeſty 
needed not the advice of their Lordſhips to entertain a tender re- 
gard for the intereſts of his ſubjects, and, therefore, he thought it 
proper for him to diſſent from the preſent motion. He wiſhed, 
however, that every thing that could tend to ameliorate the condi- 
tion of the people of Ireland ſhould be done. He could cnumerate 
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many things of a beneficial nature that had. been done, and wiſhed 
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them to be followed up by others. He ſtated ſome of the ſubjects 
of complaint that appeared to him to be well founded, ſuch as the 
number of men of large fortune wholly abſenting themſelves from 
the kingdom. For theſe and the like complaints he wiſhed there 
was a remedy, but he could not approve of this mode of interfering 
in the regulations of Ireland, and therefore he ſhould diſſent from 
the motion. . 

The Marquis of LANSDOWN admitted there had been con- 
fiderable improvements in the regulation of the internal affairs of 
Ireland. The having ten ſeſſions in the year inſtead of four, for 
the trial of offences, he looked upon as a great good. Murders, 
and other atrocious offences, had been too frequently committed in 
that country, and the bringing to juſtice the perpetrators of ſuch 
horrid acts, was the duty of Executive Government; and it was 
alſo the duty of every individual to ſupport Government in that re- 
ſpet. Every man ought to ſupport the laws by which property 
was protected, becauſe ſociety depended upon property and the pro- 
tection that was afforded it. He had heard that it had been faid 
ſomewhere elſe, he would not ſay where, “ that property was the 
« creature of law; this was an idle and a falſe aſſertion; it was fo 
far from being juſt, that law was rather the creature of property. 
He ſaw the neceſſity of doing much in favour of the poor people of 
Ireland. That neceſſity, indeed, was applicable to the ſtate of the 
people of this country, but more particularly fo of Ireland ; and if 
any thing could be done by individual example, he was ready to 
join in it. It was a fact well known that there was a great quan- 
tity of land which produced nothing at all in Ireland, but which 
might be made to produce a great deal, and there were a great num- 
ber of people who at preſent had nothing to do, who might be well 
employed in the cultivation of that land. He ſhould be glad to 
Join in any plan that might be propoſed, either in or out of Parlia- 
ment, to remedy the defect which he had juſt hinted at; perhaps 
to divide a large eſtate into ſmall and ſeparate properties; by which 
means he thought the country might be benefited. He had written 
to Ireland with a view of bringing ſomething of that kind about. 
But whatever he ſhould do of that nature muſt be purely voluntary, 
for he had no idea of force in the diſtribution or the management of 


any man's property. Nor had he any idea of any plan of this Kind, 
or any other, by which the lower claſſes of ſociety could hope for any 
benefit being ſet on foot until an end be put to this diſaſtrous, war. 


What was wanted in the mean time was that the people ſhould be 
united.” He begged pardon for this digreſſive mode of ſpeaking, but 
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he thought that theſe points were called for by what had been urged 


in ſome part of this debate. 


The Earl of DARNLEY obſerved, that the motion before 
their Lordſhips, though in very general terms, and not appearing in 
itſelf to point to any ſpecific object, yet by the explanation given to 
it by different noble Lords who had ſpoken in its favour, evidently 
pointed to the emancipation of the Catholics (as it is called) as the 
ſuppoſed ground of the preſent diſcontents which prevailed in Ire. 
land, and of the neceſſity of the interference of the Houſe of Lords 
in offering their advice to His Majeſty on that ſubject; if he thought 
there exiſted ſuch a neceſſity, he ſhould aſſent to the motion, for 
he did not concur with the noble Secretary of State and noble Earl, 
that the Houſe ſhould never interfere at all in the affairs of Ireland. 
He thought there might be poſlible caſes in which their Lordſhips 
interference would be juſtifiable, though he could not agree that the 
preſent was one of them. He oppoſed the motion, upon the 
ground that the ſituation of Ireland at this time did not call for it. 
Since he had known that country, he had never remembered a time 
when all deſcriptions of men were ſo well and ſo juſtly ſatisfied with 


the Adminiſtration as they were at preſent. 


He did not always 


praiſe Government in regard to their conduct with reſpect to Ire- 
land, for he thought there were many inſtances in which its in- 
* tereſts had been neglected; but this was not the period at which 
he could ſay ſo, for he was well perſuaded, from what he had re- 
cently ſeen, that there never was a time in which the Executive 
Government was ſo popular in Ireland as at the preſent moment. 
As a proof of this, he would call the attention of their Lordſhips to 
the loyalty which the people of that country had manifeſted at the 
approach of the enemy on the coaſt, who attempted to invade them. 
He, therefore, oppoſed this addreſs, being convinced it was founded 
upon an aſſumption that was not conſonant with fact, namely, that 
there was at this time great and general diſcontent in Ireland. 
Diſcontents there undoubtedly were in that country among a certain 


deſcription of perſons, but by no means among the general maſs of 


the people, on whoſe behalf (as they were known to be for the moſt 
part Catholics) the popular cry of Catholic emancipation was ſup- 
poſed to have been raiſed ; though, in fact, it was made uſe of for 
a very different purpoſe by perſons who had no intereſt in the cauſe 
of the Catholics, but as it might ſerve to cover. the deſigns which 


they appeared to entertain of ſubverting the Government. 


The 


diſcontented, therefore, were not the poor Catholics of the South, 
who had ſhewn ſuch enthuſiaſtic ardour and attachment to their 
country, when the enemy was on their coaſt, but the rich Proteſ- 
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tants of the North, who had manifeſted a very different ſpirit. 
Beſides, the great body ot the Iriſh Cathlics, the lower orders of 
the community never could be intereſted in the queſtion, having 
already received every indulgence—what remained to be granted 
only effected thoſe in the higher ſituations of lite. For theſe 
and many other reaſons he ſhould give his negative to the motion 
of the noble Lord, as an unneceffary and unſeaſonable interference in 
the affairs of Treland. 

The Duke of BEDFORD profeſſed an unwillingneſs to diſpute 
what the noble Lord, who had juſt ſpoken, had afterted as a fact. 
But he underſtood that the great maſs of the people of Ireland were 
Catholics, and that they were at preſent much diſcontented with the 
treatment they had experienced. He thought there had been ſome 
evidence of that when there was a neccſſitv for an Indemnity Bill 
to the Proteſtants for what had happened there. He confefſed, that 
but for the aſſurance which the noble Lord had given, it would have 
been to him a matter of wonder that the Catholics were contented, 
becauſe it appeared to him rather extraordinary that men ſhould be 
fatisfied who were proſcribed all benefits of the State under which 
they lived, where they were marked with diſgrace, and put entirely 
into the hands of the Miniſters of the Executive Government. But 
it ſeemed they gave an inftance of attachment to Government, when 
an enemy was upon their coaſt threatening them with invaiicn, 
Was this the proof that was to be given as a reaſon their complaints 
ſhould be paſſed by without notice? Had Government ſhewn any 
diſpoſition to reward them for this generous attachment ? quite the 
contrary. He had often witneſſed the conduct of Miniſters in the 
diſcuſſion of public affairs, he ſaw how they continually evaded all 
queſtions, the diſcuſſion of which had any likelihood to bear hard 
upon themſelves. They had often amuſed their Lordſhips with 
very trifling arguments; they had brought forward trifling ſhifrs, 
by way of form or otherwiſe, to induce the Houſe to neglect its 
duty ; for really, to ſpeak plainly, their Lordſhips did negleR their 
duty, when they took ſuch trifles to be objections againſt their re- 
monſtrating on the conduct of Miniſters, when it was apparent, as 
it had often been, that ſuch remonitrance was called for. But, of 
all the attempts that he had ever known Miniſters make to ſcreen 
themſelves, the preſent was the weakeſt and the moſt futile. They 
had not uſed one argument; they had only made a few affertions, 
and thoſe they pretended to found upon the principles of our Con- 
ſtitution. It was diſtreſſing to ſee mgn affect a regard for the 
Conſtitution, for the mere purpoſe of reſcuing themſelves from dif- 


grace, when it was notorious that many of thgir puvlic acts were a 
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direct violation of that Conſtitution. The noble Secretary of State 
had endeavoured to protect himſelf by a ſhield which was in itſelf 
impenetrable, but which the noble Secretary was not entitled to uſe; 
he meant the ſacred character of the Sovereign upon the Throne. 
There was not one of their Lordſhips more diſpoſed than he was to 
pay all due reverence to that ſacred character ; but, although he 
knew he was treading on delicate ground, yet he muſt perform his 
public duty. He would therefore ſay, that he knew that many of 
thoſe acts which have the Sovereign's name to ſanction them, ought 
to be conſidered the acts of the Miniſters who adviſed them; and 
therefore, in the language of common ſenſe, they were fairly called 
the acts of the Miniſters. He believed that it was to this ſource 
we were to trace the diſtreſſes which we had ſuſtained ; to this was 
owing the loſs of thirteen flouriſhing colonies ; to this was owing 
the diſaſter of the preſent national bankruptcy, and to this was 
owing thoſe diſcontents in Ireland which it was the object of the 
motion now before their Lordſhips to remove. Their Lordſhips, 
he was ſorry to ſay, had too often liſtened to the trifling ſhifts of 
Miniſters, when any charge was exhibited againſt them in that 
Houſe. They muſt ceaſe to liſten to theſe ſhifts, if it was their 
object to ſave the State from ruin. But it might be aſked, what it 
was he thought likely to reſtore happineſs to the people of Ireland ? 
upon this he had no ſcruple to deliver his opinion. There was a 
character in that Houſe who was well known to their Lordſhips, to 
the people of this country, and to the people of Ireland, of whom 
he could ſay much in commendation if he needed any panegyric ; 
but no praiſe from him or any other perſon could exalt him in the 
opinion of their Lordſhips or of the public ; of whom, however, he 
ſhould ſay more were he not preſent ; to Miniſters, therefore, he 
would offer this advice. © Reſtore to the people of Ireland the 
perſon you have recalled—give back to them the man whom they 
have tried, and whom they admirc—aQ on the principles on which 
he ated ; and then, diſcontents will ceaſe : if you do not, God 
only knows into how much more dreadful a ſtate that unhappy 
country may be reduced.” 

Lord G RENVILLE roſe immediately, and obſerved that the 
noble Duke might think, upon a comparative eſtimate of talents, 
his own were 1utficiently ſuperior to thoſe of Miniſters to entitle 
him to dictate to them. What he chiefly roſe for was, to do away 
the impreſſion which the noble Duke endeavoured to make, for 
the purpoſe of repreſenting him as having endeavoured to ſhield 
himſelf behind the virtues of the Sovereign. He did no ſuch thing. 
He paid only to His Majeſty that tribute which all the world knew 
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ate to be due to him. He had not aſcribed any part of that merit to 
ſelf I himſelf, or to any Adminiſtration. He had only ſaid that, during 
e; an illuſtrious reign of thirty-ſix years, the intereſt of the people of 
ne. Ireland had invariably, uniformly, and uneceaſingly been an object 
o of the ſolicitous care of the Executive Government of this country, 
he and this he ſaid without diſtinguiſhing one Adminiſtration from 
his I another in the whole of that period. Having faid this, he thought 
ot Wir proper to obſerve that their Lordſhips had no ſpecific remedy 
zht propoſed to any of the grievances alledged to be felt in Ireland, 
until the noble Duke had addreſſed them; and his remedy was, 
that their Lordſhips ſhould addreſs His Majeſty to reſtore to Ire- 
land, the noble Lord who had been there, and had been recalled. 
Upon that ſubject, he did not think it became him to ſay any thing 
more than this: That in calling upon their Lordſhips to adopt that 
emedy, the noble Duke propoſed to do the very thing which would 
have a tendency to create that which he ſeemed to dread, namely, a 
diſturbance in Ireland, for that muſt neceſſarily be the tendency of 
recalling the preſent Lord Lieutenant of that kingdom. He would 
ot beſtow upon that noble Lord any panegyries, but he would ſay 
hat he believed would meet the approbation of that Houſe; that 
f the talents, the virtue, and exertions of that noble Lord, were 
ot ſufficient to preſerve the tranquillity of Ireland, without dif- 
paragement to any other perſon, he believed it would be out of the 
power of any individual whatever. 
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on The Duke of BEDFORD difclaimed all idea of confidering 
ic; is talents, upon a comparative eſtimate, ſuperior to thoſe of the 
the Noble Secretary of State. In one point the whole Houſe would 
he Wield the palm to the noble Secretary. He meant in the talent of 


iſrepreſentation. The noble Secretary had anſwered his obſerva- 
jons as if he had called on the Houſe to addreſs His Majeſty to 
all the preſent Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and reſtore another 
d that high and important office. He had done no ſuch thing. 
ad he any thing of that kind in view, he knew enough of the 
gularity of the proceedings of the Houſe to be aware that he ought 
d move that as an amendment to the addreſs, All he had done 
as merely to give his opinion as to what might be done; the pro- 
iety or impropriety of that opinion was for their Lordſhips to 
dge of. With reſpect to the Sovereign, he believed he felt as 
uch reverence for him and his character as thoſe who were pleaſed 
d uſe his name in the courſe of the debate to oppoſe the motion. 
le was not aware that he would ſhew his r:{pect for that auguſt 
onage better by beſtowing panegyrics upon his character perpe- 
ally, than by paſling it by ia filent reverence until occaſion called 
Vor. III. | 
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for its being mentioned. When it was mentioned, he hoped he 
knew how to pay it all due reſpect. He was willing to allow to 
His Majeſty all due praiſe, but he would add, that notwitſtanding 
all his good acts, his Miniſters had contrived to counteract them ſo 
effectually, that England was in a ſtate of public bankruptcy, and 
Ireland nearly in a ſtate of rebellion. 

The Earl of DARNLEY aſſerted that if ever there had been 
a ſerious attempt to reſiſt an enemy, it was that made by the people 
of Ireland againſt the French. There never was a period when 
the people ſhewed a more determined reſolution, a greater principle 
of loyalty, or a more invincible courage, than they had ſhewn them. 
elves aQuated by, on that occaſion. It had been attempted to de. 
ſcribe them as diſaffected to the Government, but ſuch repreſents. 
tions he was ſatisfied were void of foundation. 

The Earl of MOIRA faid he only roſe to make a few obſerve 
tions on one or two points that had been infiſted upon in the courk 
of the preſent debate. A noble Lord had unequivocally ſtated that 
the maſs of the people of Ireland were perfectly contented at this 
time with the Executive Government. Without queſtioning the 
accuracy of the noble Lord, he muſt be permitted to ſay, that that 
repreſentation of the maſs of the people of Ireland, if correct, wa 
very ſtrange. It was known that after the Catholics had been let 
'to form ſome hopes of relief, a Member of the Houſe of Commons 
of Ireland, uninvited, and without the leaſt apparent neceſſity, 
ſtarted up in a debate, and pronounced on the hopes of the Cathe- 
lies an abſolute interdiction. Another Member, in the other Houſe 
of Parliament, equally without neceſſity, ſtarted up and pronounce 
one ſweeping condemnation upon the North of Ireland. Wer 
theſe things to be conſidered as reaſons why the maſs of the people 
of Ireland were perfectly contented ? The noble Lord and himſel 
differed in the repreſentation of the ſtate of Ireland. He alledget 
that there was very great and very alarming diſcontents there. "The 
noble Lord declared that the maſs of the people were perfectly con- 
tented. Now as their Lordſhips covld not try the veracity of one 
noble Lord againſt that of another, the only way they had to decide 
was by referring to facts. Had not their Lordſhips heard from 
authority which they could not doubt, that whole pariſhes, nay that 
a whole county, had been declared to be in a ſtate of diſturbance, 
and out of the King's peace? Was not a whole county, and tha 
a maritime one, expoſed to invaſion, diſarmed, on account of its be- 
ing alledged to be in a ſtate of inſurrection? Was that a reaſon fot 
concluding there was no diſſatisfaction there? What was the cah 
at Belfaſt? Was not a confiderable armed force employed to mak 
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the inſurgents ſurrender there ? Was that a reaſon for apprehending 
there was no diſſatisfaction in Ireland? Had not many perſons been 
charged with High Treaſon, or accuſed of treaſonable practices? 
Was that an inſtance of attachment to the Government of Ireland? 
And when all ranks of men ſurrounded thoſe who were thus accuſed, 
and proteſted that they were innocent, bur that they were marked 
out as victims of the vengeance of Government ; was that an in- 
ſtance that the maſs of the people were perfectly well ſatisfied ? 
When there was a general afſembly in Dublin, within fifty yards 
of the caſtle, conſiſting of perſons whoſe names were not all un- 
known to their Lordſhips, but whoſe talents and characters were of 
the very firſt claſs, and who, after the moſt mature deliberation 
which could be had on ſuch an occaſion, reſolved and declared it to 
be their firm perſuaſion, that there was no chance for the ſalvation of 
Ireland without an entire and immediate change in the whole ſyſ- 
tem of Executive Government ; was that a proof of the general 
ſatisfaction of the maſs of the people of Ireland? "Theſe were the 
facts, and their Lordſhips were to judge who was correct 1 in his re- 
preſentation of the ſtate of Ireland. 

The Houſe divided on the noble Earl's motion, when the num- 
bers were: 

Contents, 20; Proxy, 1 


Not- contents, 72 ; Proxies, 20. 
Adjourned. ; 


Lin of the Minority. 


Earl of Tankerville, 

Lord Rawdon (Earl of Moir), 
Dundas 

—— Ponſonby, (E. Beſborough), 
—— Say and Sele, 


Duke of Bedford, 
Norfolk, 
Devonſhire, 
Marquis of Lanſdown, 
Earl of Derby, 


— Suffolk, —— King, 

———- Guilford, -— — Holland, 

——- Shaftſbury, —— Lovel and Holland (Earl 
— Fitzwilliam, of Egmont), 


——- Cholmondeley, 


—— Grantley, 
Proxy — Lord Chedworth. 


Thurſday, 23d March. 


The Earl of OXFORD roſe, and called their Lordſhips' at- 
fention to the motion of which he had given notice. * Peace, my 
Lords, ſaid the noble Earl, © is ſo imperiouſly called for by the 
circumſtances of the country, that I am ſure every independent Lord 
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muſt be defirous of contributing to the attainment of the important 
object. The voice of the country demands it ; and I am perſuaded 
that it may be obtained, if ſought for with a ſincere and honeſt in- 
tention. The Government and People of France are no leſs dif. 
poſed than we are to enter into an amicable negotiation. I ſhall 
take the liberty, my Lords, to read a few extracts from the papers {Wwou! 
upon your table, upon which I ground my opinion that the French Tt 
Directory are diſpoſed to peace. refto 

In the note No. 2, tranſmitted to Mr. Wickham by Mr. Bar- ire. 
thelemi, there is this paſſage : 

The DireQory ardently defrres to procure for the French Republic a juf 
honourable, and folid peace. The ftep taken by Mr. Wickham would — diſpo 
afforded to the Directory 4 real ſatisfattion, if the declaration itſelf which ¶ hour 
that Miniſter makes, of his not having any order, ary power lo ne getiate, ou 
did not give room to dazbt of the ſincerity of the pacific intentions of his |l) 
Court. In fact, if it was true that England began to know her real in- mak 
tereſt, that ſhe wiſhed to open again for herſelf the ſources of abundance ¶ ruin. 
and proſperity ; if ſhe ſought for > ang with good faith, would ſhe pro- T 
poſe a Congreſs, of which the neceſſary reſult muſt be to render all nego- Wil nt 

tiation endleſs? Or, would ſhe confine herſelf to the aſking in a vague 
manner, that the French Government ſhould point out any other way 
whatever for attaining the ſame object — that of a general pacification ?. 


the \ 

Again, my Lords, No. 7, extract from the Regiſter of the De- VR, 
crees of the Executive Directory: | | 4 
The Executive Directory, upon conſideration of the note addreſſed to wor! 
the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs by Lord Grenville, dated Weſtminſtet, ¶ <xp* 
Sept. 24, 1796, Wiſhing to give à proof FA the defire which it entertain Ml Aft 
to make peace with England, decrees as follows: — The Miniſter for % 
Foreign Affairs is charged to deliver the neceſſary paſſports to the Envoy of Wl vpor 
England, who ſhall be turniſhed with full powers, not only for preparing IM atio: 
and negotiating the peace between the French Republic and that power, by U 
but for concluding it definitively betaueen theme" . we 
And again, my Lords, No. 15, Exe 
The Executive Directory ſces wvith pain, that at the moment when it t 1» 
had reaſon 10 hope fer the ſpeedy return of peace between the French Re- tion: 
public and his Britannic Majeſty, the propoſal of Lord Malmeſbury offen I tie 
nothing but dilatory or very diſtant means of bringing the negotiation to If Prof 


a concluſion, : | ; NOT | 
Nethertheleſs, the Executive Directory, auimated with an ardent d:fin 1 
of putting à flop to the ſcourge of war, and to prove that they will not chi 
reject any means of reconciliation, declare, that as ſoon as Lord Malmeſbury I © 
ſhall exhibit to the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs ſufficient powers from the wor 
allies of Great Britain, for ſtipulating for their reſpeRive intereſts, accom- "wh 
panied by a promiſe on their part to ſubſcribe to whatever ſhall be con- c 
cluded in their names, the Rxecutive Directory will haſten to give an ls 
anſwer to the ſpecific propoſitions which ſhall be ſubmitted to them, and 2 
that the difficulties ball be removed as far as may be conſiſtent with tht — 
Le and drug of the French Republ s 
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And, my Lords, after being irritated at Lord Malmeſbury's be- 


ing obliged to ſend for freſh inſtructions upon almoſt every point 


{a thing, I believe, very unuſual, if not unprecedented in the hiſtory 


of diplomatic tranſaQions), and being ſtill more irritated at his in- 


fiſting upon thoſe terms which they had before declared they never 
would treat upon, the Directory in the laſt note ſays, 


The underfigned declares moreover, in the name of the Executive Di- 
reftory, that if the Britiſh Cabinet is deſirous of peace, the Executive 
Directory is ready to follow the negotiations, according to the baſis laid 
down in the preſent note, by the reciprocal channel of couriers, 


My Lords, my concluſion from all this is, that the Directory is 
diſpoſed to peace, but that it is determined to keep the Rhine for the 
boundary of France ; and, my Lords, it has power to do it, and 
you have not the power to prevent it. You muſt, therefore, either 
make peace upon theſe terms, or perſiſt in the war, which is certain 
ruin. I therefore move your Lordſhips, 


That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, humbly to repre- 
ſent to His Majeſty, that in the preſent moſt critical and alarming fitua- 
tion of the country, this Houſe holds it to be its hounden duty to appriſe 
His Majeſty of his own danger, and the ruin and confuſion which threaten 
the whole nation. 

That the ſhock which has been lately given to public credit, muſt, from 
the peculiar nature of our commercial ſyſtem, deprive us of thoſe means 
whereby we were enabled to hold ſo high a rank among the nations of the 
world ; unleſs the country 1s ſpeedily relieved from its preſent enormous 


expenditure, and its future proſperity enſured by an immediate, fincere, and 


lafling peace. 

That this Houſe begs leave humbly to repreſent to His Majeſty, that 
upon a conſiderate and impartial review of the whole of the late negoti- 
ation, this Houſe ſees with concern, that that negotiation was broken off 
by the conduct and demands of His Majeſty's Minifters, and not by a want 
of diſpoſition for peace on the part of France. 

That in anſwer to the impolitic note delivered by Mr. Wickham, the 
Executive. Directory declare, that © Yielding to the ardent defire by which 
it is animated to procure peace for the French Republic, and for all na- 
tions, it will not fear to declare itſelf openly, Charged by the Conſti- 
tution with the execution of the laws, it cannot make or liſten to any 
propoſal that would be contrary to them. The Conſtitutional AR does 
not permit it to conſent to any alienation of that, which, according to the 
exiſting laws, conſtitutes the territory of the Republic.” 

That it is impoſſible His Majeſty's Minifters could have miſunderſtood 
this declaration, for in the note ſigned Downing Street, there are theſe 
words: To a demand ſuch as this is added an expreſſed declaration, that 
no propoſal contrary to it will be made, or even liſtened to.“ 

That fix months after this His Majelty's Miniſters again made overtures 
of peace, but in ſo ungracious a manner that doubts might have been rea- 
ſonably entertained of their fincerity, and after a variety of trifling diſ- 
putes, unworthy a great nation, when the happineſs of millions was de- 
pending, His Majeſty's Miniſters demanded and made as their fine qua non, 
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thoſe very terms which, before they began their negotiation, they kney 
would not be made, or even liſtened to. . 

That, under all theſe circumitances, this Houſe humbly and moſt eat. 
neſtly entreats His Majeſty to enter into an iinmediate negotiation upay 
ſuch terms as France is likely to liſten and accede to, and in ſuch manner 
and through the medium of ſuch men as ſhall leave no room to doubt the 
pacific intentions of His Majeſty. 

And this Houſe begs leave humbly to aſſure His Majeſty, that it enter. 
tains no doubt of the ſucceſs of ſuch a negotiation, and that it feels conf. 
dent, that after His Majcſty ſhall have been graciouſly pleaſed to reſtore tg 
his People the bleſſing of peace, ſuch retrenchments and wiſe regulation 
may be adopted. by the Legiſlature as will relieve the People from their 
burdens, remove every cauſe of complaint of their being unequally repre. 
| ſented, reſtore to them their antient, venerable, and free Conſtitution, and 
thereby re-eſtabliſh public ſpirit and public confidence, and enſure to Hy 
Majeſty the affections of his ſubjects, the glory, proſperity, and happineſ 
of his future reign. | 


On the queſtion being put, 

Lord GREN VILLE obſerved, that it was totally unneceſſary ty 
reply in any detail to the very extraordinary ſtring of propoſitions 
their Lordſhips had juſt heard. With reſpe& to the prominent 
feature in the motion, that which reſpected the negotiation for 
peace, it was a ſubject which the Houſe had recently diſcuſſed, and 
ſolemnly decided. In this view he would move, that the addreſs o the 
their Lordſhips on that occaſion, namely, of the 3oth of Decembet ¶ nob 
laſt, be read: this, he obſerved, contained every neceſſary argument MW War 
againſt that part of the motion; and it would be ſeen,” that ſo far poli 
from the negotiation being terminated by this country, it was inſo- n. 


ently and abruptly broken off by the Government of France. achi 
The addreſs above mentioned was accordingly read by the Clerk; y 
on which nece 


The Duke of NORFOLK roſe and ſaid, that he wiſhed this Cr 
addreſs might go to the Throne, for without the adoption of ſuch a Min 
motion, he feared there was but little probability of obtaining the 1 
bleſſing of peace; and even if the enemy were willing to renew aj me. 
negotiation with the preſent Miniſters, he feared the terms of any ſuch ih 7's 
treaty would be of a more diſadvantageous nature than what might 
be expected if committed to other hands, confidering the manner ſuch 
in which His Majeſty's preſent Miniſters had carried on the war, as 
well as entered into a former negotiation for peace. The noble of [ 
Secretary of State had grounded his oppoſition to the motion on the I mr 


ground of its inconſiſtency with the addreſs of December laſt ; but Tin 
he would aſk, whether there was any thing to prevent a grave io at 
aſſembly from reconſidering its former reſolutions, and more eſpeci- _=_ 

en 


ally as new motives had fince occurred which reſpeQted the commer- 
cial credit of this country, and affected its ability to earry on the ¶ Preſe 


he was not implicated by that addreſs ſo obtained. 
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war. He muſt condemn the conduct of Adminiſtration in ſhack- 
ling Lord Malmeſbury when he was ſent to treat, eſpecially con- 
fidering that France was pre-determined, at all events, not to part 
with Belgium. He charged Adminiſtration. with indulging a ſpirit 
of intrigue, in a negotiation wherein the welfare not only of this, 
but other nations of Europe, was concerned, and thought that it 
ſhould be clearly underſtood on what principles this country was 
diſpoſed to make peace. He muſt condemn Adminiſtration in 
riſquing the events of war by refuſing to treat for peace after the 
taking of Valenciennes, and committing the country to the iſſue of 
events which time had ſince turned in favour of the enemy. 
France he confidered as having as good a right to inſiſt on the re- 
tention of Belgium, as this country had to retain Canada in 1763, 
or the Cape of Good Hope in any treaty which might be entered 
into Now. 

The Earl of MORTON faid, he deemed it incumbent on him 
to refiſt the motion, with a view to the conſiſtency and dignity of the 
proceedings of the Houſe. 
ſhips agree to the propoſed addreſs, after having ſo recently adopted 
the reſolution juſt read by the Clerk ? He did not agree with the 
noble Duke that ſuch a change had taken place in affairs fince, as to 
warrant their acquicſence in ſuch an impolitic and diſgraceful pro- 
poſition. It would, in faQ, be ſuing for peace ; and ſuch a line of 
conduct, it was well known, was far from being the readieſt way to 
achieve that deſirable end. 

The Duke of NORF OLK, in nds; ſaid, that peace was 
neceſſary for the exiſtence of the country ; but there was no 
grounds of hoping for a good one from the hands of the preſent 
Miniſters. 

The Earl of MORTON preſſed the Houſe to recollect, that 
the French had not only broken off the negotiation for peace, but 
originally commenced the war we were not the aggreſſors. | 

The Marquis of LANSDOWN lamented to ſee a motion of 
ſuch importance paſſed over in the ſhuffling way in which the Mi- 
niſters ſeemed inclined to treat it. What, a reference to the 3oth 
of December, as if that were an anſwer ! That addreſs, to ſay no 
more of it, was hurried through the Houſe with indecent haſte. 
Time had not been given to noble Lords at any diſtance to come 
to attend it, He, for one, was prevented from attending. Surely 
He called upon 
them to think of the new fituation of the country as well as of the 
preſent ſituation of France. Surely, after the meaſures of diſtreſs 
which we had lately been obliged to recur to, it could not be ſaid 


What would be ſaid, ſhould their Lord- 
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that we ought to adhere. to the determination of the zoth of De. 
cember, or of any former period. What was our. actual ſituation 
| Every moment increaſed our difficulties, and every moment of dela 
would increaſe them. It was idle to heſitate, after the ſhock which 
had been given to public credit, to talk of half- meaſures. Nothing 
ſhort of making Bank notes a legal tender, with all the calami. 
ties incident to the meaſure, could be effectual. The Minifeer 
muſt know it; however he might coquet on the occaſion, it muſt 
come to that ; he only waited, perhaps, to have the call from the 
public. If fo, he was ready for one to make the call, and to take 
his ſhare of the reſponſibility of the meaſure. That alone could 
give us time to look about us—to retrench from the ſmalleſt fee uy 
to the higheſt emolument—to cut the ſkirts of every office, and to 
fave in every department. How was this to be done except by 
peace ? But he had no ambition to be the maker of that peace. 
God knew Miniſters had reduced the country to a ſituation as to 
make ſuch an office by no means enviable to any man ; at the ſame 
time he did not deſpair of the country. The longer the ſyſtem d 
war was purſued, the difficulties in the way of peace would increaſe, 
It was by reviving the balance of trade, by retrieving commercial 
credit, by reſtoring confidence, and, above all by peace, that the dan- 
gers threatening this country were to be averted ; and, provided 
peace was obtained, he cared not by what inſtruments. He wiſhed 
the preſent Miniſters might accompliſh this point; but if they 
avowed that they knew not how, or by what means to negotiate, it 
would become them then to ſurrender the taſk to thoſe who did 
know. He referred to the diplomatic correſpondence of Lord 
Malmeſbury, and obſerved, that it was impoſſible to form a proper 
judgement of the propriety of the ſteps taken in that negotiation; 
when only a part of that correſpondence was laid before the Houſe, 
and the inſtruQions and intentions of Miniſters were kept back. 
Without this knowledge it was impoſſible to ſay which was the 
unreaſonable party ; but if it was clearly to appear from documents, 
that the fault reſted upon the enemy, this would ſerve to unite the 
hearts and hands of the people of this country. If France were, 
indeed, a magnanimous nation, it would not venture to inſult this 
country by a mock treaty 3 but if it did, every heart would unite in 
oppoſition to it. | 

Lord BORINGDON declared he had no rein to doubt the 
fincerity with which His Majeſty's Miniſters entered upon the late 
negotiation with France; to him it appeared, that the charge of in- 
lincerity fell upon the French Directory. Whit ſtrengthened this 
opinion was, the letter written by the Daniſh Ambaſſador at Paris 
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who might be conſidered as giving an impartial judgement. Howe 
ever much he wiſhed for peace, ſtill he could net approve of the ten- 
dency of the motion, which went to ſtate the diſtreſſes of the country, 
and to depreſs the ſpirit of its inhabitants, too much deprefled al- 
ready ; nor could he at all approve of the wording of the motion, 
which ſeemed more like the minutes of the Executive Directory, 
than correſponding with the language of the Britiſh Houſe of Peers. 

The Earl of GUILFORD faid, that according to the arguments 
uſed this night for not agrecing to the noble Earl's motion, they 
were to recollect that His Majeſty's Miniſters ſtill pertinaciouſly 
adhered to the opinion which they had held on the 3oth of Decem- 
ber, and the public were therefore to underſtand that they were re- 
ſolved not to enter upon any negotiation for a peace which ſhould 
not make the ſurrender of Belgium a fine qua non, and they called 
upon the Houſe to ſupport them in that determination. He who 
had through the whole war queſtioned the ſincerity of their inten- 
tions in their endeavours to make peace, muſt own that they were 
conſiſtent in calling upon the Houſe to act upon the addreſs which 
they had obtained on the 3oth of December, ſince they had thereby 
ſecured themſelves from the means of negotiating any attainable 
peace. They had ſhut the door againſt it ; and it was a truth that 
ought to be deeply impreſſed on every heart, that Miniſters hereby 
declared, and called upon the Houſe to declare, that they would 
not enter into negotiation for any peace that they were likely to 
obtain. 

Earl SPENCER reſented the idea that Miniſters were not ſin- 
cere in their wiſhes for peace. 

The Earl of GUILFORD explained - that he did not mean to 
ſay, Miniſters did not wiſh for peace; but he thought they deſired 
it upon terms which could not be obtained. 

Earl SPENCER again roſe and ſaid, he flattered himſelf the 
ſineerity of Miniſters for the attainment of peace had been eſta- 
bliſhed, by their conduct, beyond controverſy - their defire, how- 
ever, was for eſtabliſhing it upon ſafe and honourable terms. A re- 
ference to the papers upon the table would ſhew, that the propoſals 
made by them were not given as an u/timatum ; they gave none what- 
ever, though called upon in a moſt extraordinary and unprecedented 
manner by the French Government. He thought the adoption of 
the motion, inſtead of accelerating peace, would retard it. It would, 
in effect, be holding out to France and to Europe, that we were 
Willing to make peace upon any terms. 

The Earl of GUILFORD replied, that the noble Earl would 
find, if he looked again into the letter of Lord Malmeſbury, that 
Vox. III. R 


MARCH 23. ] 


122 | PARLIAMENTARY RAIN XI. 


though he deſired M. Delacroix to ſuggeſt a contre-projet, he had me: 
expreſsly made the ſurrender of Belgium a fine qua nin. Now if arm 
he underſtood diplomatic language, in which, however, he did not 
profeſs to be an adept, fine qua nan was an ultimatum. 

The Earl of OXFORD faid, that the only intelligible argument Wl plac 
which had been made againſt his motion was, that it was calculated that 
to expoſe the diſtreſſes of the country to the enemy. He demanded . 
whether his motion was likely to do this in any compariſon with 
the Order of the Council, which the Miniſters had recently iſſued, it is 
and the ſentence they had thereby ifſued againſt our credit as 2 we. 
nation? 

My Lords, faid he, all that has been ſaid againſt my motion, { 
far from ſhaking my opinions, confirm me in the neceſſity of the 
meaſure I have had the honour to adviſe. My Lords, I muſt not 


be told that this addreſs is improper to be carried to the Throne, : 
when, my Lords, there is not a ſentiment in it that I have not taken 4 i 
from the very words of His Majeſty ; the beſt reply, therefore, that {Ml that 
I can make, will be to read to your Lordſhips a few paſſages from WM = * 
His Majeſty's moſt gracious, grand, and admircd ſpeech at the cloſe oY 
of the American war. * 
My Lords and Gentlemen, ; ] 
Since the cloſe of the laſt ſeſſion, I have employed my whole time in WI 
the care and attention which the important and critical conjuncture cl 
. . . reſp 
public affairs required of me. 
l loſt no time in giving the neceſſary orders to prohibit the farther proſe- Eng 
cution of offenſive war upon the continent of North America, adopting, vou 
my inclination will always lead me to do with deciſion and effect, whatever I int 
I collect to be the ſenſe of my Parliament and my People; I have pointed 
all my views and meaſures, as well in Europe as in North America, to an I 
entire and cordial reconciliation with thoſe colonies. mak 
Finding it indiſpenſable to the attainment of this object, I did not hefitate Wi will 
to go to the full length of the powers veſted in me, and offered to declare ¶ fore 
them free and independent States, by an article to be inſerted in the treaty ¶ ality 
of peace. Proviſional articles are agreed upon, to take effect whenever W wha 
terms of peaoe ſhall be finally ſettled with the Court of France. alon 
In thus admitting their ſeparation from the Crown of theſe kingdoms, fron 
I have ſacrificed every conſideration of my own to the wiſhes and opinions WW It 
of my people. — 
calic 


Here, my Lords, you ſee His Majeſty giving up America, and ſa- i 7 
crificing every conſideration of his own to the intereſt of his people; N eiple 


and am I to be told that Belgium is of more importance to England _ 
than America ? | | 
To the Houſe of Commons His Majeſty fays : | g \ 

eſt 


I have endeavoured, by every meaſure in my power, to diminiſh the 
burdens of my people, I loſt no time in taking the moſt decided mot 
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meaſures for introducing a better economy into the expenditure of the 
army. 
[ have carried into ſtrict execution the ſeveral reductions in my civil- 
liſt expences, directed by an act of the lait ſeſſion. I have introduced a 
farther reform into other departments, and ſuppreſſed ſeveral finecure 
places in them. I have, by this means, ſo regulated my eitabliſhments, 
that my expence thall not in future exceed my income. | 

I muſt recommend to you an immediate atieaticn to the great objects 
gf the public receipts and expenditure, and above all, to the ſtate of the 
public debt. NotwirhGanding the greet increaſe of it during the war, 
it is to be hoped that ſuch regulations way be ſtill eltabliſhed, ſuch ſavings 
mar; and future loans fo conducted, as to promote the means of its gra- 
dual redemption by a fixed courſe of payment. I muſt 41th particular 
eurneſtneſs diſtin uiſh, for your ſerious conſideration, that part of the debt 
which conſiſts of navy, ordnance, and victualling bills: the enormous diſ- 
count upon ſome of theſe bills ſhews this mode of payment to be a moſt 
ruinous expedient, 

I have ordered the ſeveral eſtimates, made up as correctly as the preſent 
practice admits, to be laid before you. I hope that ſuch farther corrections 
as may be neceſſary will be made before the next year. It is my defire 
that you thoula be apprized of every expence before it is incurred, as far 
as the nature of each ſervice can poſſibly admit. Matters of accounts 
can never be made too public, 

The regulation of a vaſt territory in Aſia opens a large field for your 
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wiſdom, prudence, and foreſight, 


For the fate of India, my Lords, I at this moment tremble, 
Where is the wiſdom, prudence, and fprefight, of Miniſters with 
reſpect to that country? India, I fear, will cre long, be loſt to 
England. My Lords, from your blind confidence in Miniſters, 
you will live to ſee this once vaſt and glorious empire fall to pieces 
in their hands. 


I truſt that you will be able to frame ſome fundamental laws, which may 
make their connection with Great Britain a bleſſing to India; and that you 
will take therein proper meaſures to give all foreign nations, in matters of 
foreign commerce, an entire and perfect confidence in the probity, punctu- 
ality, and good order of our Government. You may be aſſured, that 
whatever depends upon me ſhall be executed with a ſteadineſs which can 
_ _—_—_— that part of my dominions, or the commerce which ariſes 
rom it. | 

It 1s the fixed object of my heart to make the general good, and the true 
ſpirit of the Conſtitution the invariable rule of my conduct, and on all oc- 
caſions to advance and reward merit in every profeſſion. 

| To enſure the full advantages of a Government conducted on ſuch prin- 
ciples depends on your temper, your wiſdom, your diſintereſtedneſs, col- 
ectively, and individually. f 
My people expect theſe qualifications of you; and I call for them. 


My Lords, this is from the mouth of His Majeſty, and is the 


beſt reply that I can make to the injurious infinuations againſt my 
motion, 
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The Duke of BEDFORD ſaid, before they proceeded to the 
queſtion, he muſt advert to two or three things that had been thrown 
out that night. The noble Marquis was correctly informed, with 
reſpect to the indecent haſte with which the addreſs of the Houſe, 
of the 3oth of December, had been obtained. He himſelf had at 
the time found occaſion to complain of the diſreſpectful manner in 
which it had been hurried through, and in which the Houſe had 
been ſurprized into that addreſs. But under whatever circum. 
ſtances it had been carried, and however deliberately, inſtead of in. 
conſiderately, adopted, it ſurely was no argument againſt reconſidera- 
tion. T here were now circumſtances that more powerfully called 
for the ſpecific interference of the Parliament, for it was only by the 
ſpecific interference of that and the other Houſe that they could 
cheriſh any hopes of forcing Miniſters to endeavour to procure for 
the country the bleſſings of peace. He had before had occaſion ta 
ſay, that to offer terms of peace was not to ſue for it. But he thought 
he could make it manifeſt by the papers on the table, that Miniſters 
had not ſought for it in a way that could cither prove to them, or 
to the people of England, that they were ſincere. The noble Duke 
went into the examination of the correſpondence as laid upon the 
table of the Houſe, and contended, that when they called for a 
contre projet, they had expreſsly declared, that the ſurrender of Bel. 
gium was the fine qua nan. But what more particularly demon- 
ſtrated the inſincerity of Miniſters was, their not inveſting the Am- 
baſſador with intelligible powers—he had inceſſantly occaſion to ſend 
off his couriers for inſtructions - when called upon to preſent his 
terms, he had none to offer ; he muſt firſt conſult his Court, and he 
at length made a ſine qua non of a matter which they had previouſly 
declared they would not concede as a principle. He was glad to 
ſee the noble Lord (Malmeſbury) in his place, who would contradict 
the interpretation if it was wrong. They proved, then, their in- 
fincerity by not adopting an attainable ground, and aſſuming prac- 
ticable principles. Now they declared that they adhered to the 
fame terms. In fine, he muſt make a declaration of a more forci- 
ble kind than any that he had ever before made in that Houſe, and 
for which he knew he ſhould incur much cenſure. It was, that 
from the bottom of his heart, and in his conſcience he believed, 
that His Majeſty's preſent Miniſters could not negotiate a peace 
upon terms ſo good as this nation had a right to expect, and as other 
perſons of more ſincerity and of more capacity, were likely to 
obtain. | 

The Earl of CARLISLE faid, that when he was young it was 
a doctrine in that Houſe, that upon every gracious communication 


MARCH 23.] DEBATES. 125 


from the Sovereign, no time was loſt in approaching the Throne 
with an addreſs of thanks. Were the times fo changed as to make 
their gratitude and loyalty a matter of charge and ſuſpicion? When 


Ine was young too, it was a notion, that all men thought peace better 


than war, and that when ſuſpicions were entertained of the ſincerity 
of Miniſters, the reaſons of doubt and jealouſy were in decency 
ſtated. Such was the practice when he was young! He profeſſed 
upon his honour he could not conceive a reaſon for the infincerity 
of Miniſters in their wiſhes for peace. 

The Duke of BEDFORD reminded the noble Earl, that this 
memorable addreſs was voted at a ſeaſon of the year, when noble 
Lords were in the country, and that upon the whole, when it was 
voted, there were not more Peers preſent than the number of ere- 
ations during the period of the preſent Adminiſtration. With re- 
ſpect to the ſincerity of Miniſters, if the noble Earl was not con- 
vinced from the tenor of the late negotiation, he deſpaired of per- 
ſuading him. | 

The Marquis of LANSDOWN reminded the noble Earl, 
that he had himſelf been ſent on an embaſſy of peace to Ame- 
rica, and doubts were entertained to this day of the ſincerity of 
the miſſion. 

Lord GREN VILLE did not know in what diplomatic die- 
tionary noble Lords had found that a ſine qua nan was ſynonimous 
with an ultimatum ; in all his reſearches, he had never found that 
they were conſidered as ſynonimous. The noble Duke had aſſerted 
with great ſolemnity, and, as he ſaid, for the firſt time, that His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters could not make ſo good a peace as others. Why 
he had ſaid that this was the firſt time, he knew not, for all the 
tenor of his ſpeeches and motions for the laſt four years, was to 
inſinuate the incapacity of Miniſters for their ſituations, and their 
infincerity. The Houſe, however, thank God, with the exception 
of four or five Lords, had thought otherwiſe ; and he was confi- 
gent that not only the Houſe, but the Kingdom, could not think 
that the proper perſons to make peace, were perſons agrecable to 
the enemy. 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, that, unqueſtionably, he had 
never before declared that other perſons could make a better and a 
more honourable peace than His Majeſty's Miniſters. He was 
aware of the inferences that might be drawn from the declaration 
now ; but theſe he muſt incur. No man, who knew him, would 
believe that he made it from any perſonal view to himſelf. The 
preſent was not the moment when any man could covet: office. 


The Marquis of LANSDOWN ſaid, that the men proper to 


e n > >. <Y 
p o - 


2 2 '» 
aw ... OG TT TT . 


8 


_ 
" ww wy Fe — R . — wel 
7 ob Salbote, ur: oe wp + vY 


— 2 


2 
. 
75 
of 
* 


1 


126 PARLIAMENTARY [Lox 


*% 


make peace were not ſo much the men that the enemy might like, Mpreſe: 
as the men that they could truſt, It was not favour that a fair By th 
enemy demanded, it was candour. It was an obvious, plain- deal. the p 
ing fincerity that they wanted, and that he believed they could no {into t 
have in the preſent Miniſters of England. 

The Earl of COVENTRY declared, that he was ſtill indiſ. 
poſed to the ſurrender of Belgium as a ground of peace. He would 
conſider England as undone if ſhe agreed to that ſurrender. 

The Earl of WARWICK faid, he oppoſed the niotion be. 
cauſe he had confidence in Miniſters, that they would take even 
opportunity of procuring peace upon as good terms as poſſible, 

Lord CLIFTON (Earl of Darnley) ſaid, he alſo muſt oppoſe 
the motion, becauſe he ſaw no good that could reſult from it, but 
much ill. The public mind was ſuſhciently agitated already, and 
he could not conſent to give them new uncaſineſs. 

The queſtion was then put, and the Houſe divided: 

Contents, 16 ; Not-Contents, 52. 


Lift of the Minority. 


Duke of Norfolk, Earl of Suffolk, 

Duke of Bedford, Earl of Cholmondeley, 

Marquis of Lanſdown, Earl of Shafteſbury, 

Earl of Derby, Earl of Buckinghamſhire, 

Earl of Guilford, Lord Lovel and Holland (E, Egmont) 
Earl of Thanet, Lord Holland, 

Earl of Albemarle, Lord King, 

Earl of Oxford, Lord Say and Sele. 


Monday, 27th March. 


The Earl of MOIRA ſtated to the Houſe, that he expected to 
have ſeen a noble and learned Lord on the woolfack this day; but 
as he had more than once poſtponed his motion on account of that 
noble Lord's illneſs, he ſhould be aſhamed to trouble their Lord- 
ſhips with any farther delay. It was the cauſe of the wretched he 
had to plead, and the ſooner the buſineſs was decided, the better. 

He had had the honour to preſent to their Lordſhips in the laſt 
Parliament a bill on the ſubje& of meſne proceſs. That bill miſ- 
carried, but he was not thereby deterred from again bringing the Whe b 
ſubjet forward, as his object was to remove what he deemed a nto 
moſt grievous oppreſſion. , is | 

The mode of arreſt by meſne proceſs was the point to which the {ltin 
arguments he had to offer to their Lordſhips ſhould chietly apply, | 
and he would leave it to the candour and good ſenſe of every Peer i VN 
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preſent, whether he was not juſtified in what he ſhould advance. 
fut By the law, as it ſtood at preſent, a man was arreſted on the oath of 
eal. ¶ che perſon to whom the debt was due; and, without any inquiry 
not Minto the juſtice of the demand, he was ſent to priſon : there, unleſs 
he could find bail, which, in moſt cafes, was not to be had, he 
might remain, perhaps, for more than twelve months before the 
cauſe was decided. If it went in his favour, he was liberated, on 
paying his fees, if he had them, without any recompence for his 
long confinement. 

This, however, was not the only grievance. A man arreſted on 

eſne proceſs lies in jail two terms before the creditor is obliged to 
proceed againſt him; and then, indeed, if no proceedings are had, 
he priſoner has a right to be diſcharged by ſuperſedeas ; but if he 
has not the means to pay the neceſſary expences on the occaſion, 
here he muſt remain without any means of ſupport. Was not this 
a cruel caſe, and ought it not to be provided againſt ? 
The law had very wiſely, in caſes under ten pounds, provided 
zeainſt the arreſt of the perſon of the debtor, until it was proved 
hat the debt was really due. If this held good for ten pounds, 
hy in the name of God ſhould it not be equally equitable in a 
aſe of all debts above ten pounds? There could not exiſt any 
perſon of common underſtanding who would not allow that the im- 
riſonment of a man before the debt was proved, militated againſt 
he natural freedom of the ſubject in this country—it was condem- 
ation before trial-—it was an arbitrary puniſhment inflied at the 
nſtance of an intereſted individual, who, on account of his intereſt, 
ould not be heard on his oath in Court in ſupport of his claim. 
ow very prepoſterous muſt this appear, that a creditor ſhall have 
he right of puniſhing his debtor on an ipſe dixit, to which a Jury are 
ot permitted to give the ſmalleſt degree of attention. In this re- 
pet he muſt infiſt the law was defective—for it was a law in which 
quity was not to be found. 

He requeſted their Lorcſhips to pay attention to the diſtributions 
d he Bf the Thatched-houſe Society; there it would be found, that thoſe 
. hey had liberated were, in a great meaſure, for a ſmall compromiſe 
e laſt und the fees — the fees were never compromiſed. He aſked their 
miſ-· Nordſhips, what benefit aroſe to ſociety from this liberty of arreſting 
g the Ihe body by meſne proceſs? None. The poor debtor was thrown 
ned 2 nto jail, and there periſhed all his hopes of future ſubſiſtence ! 
, is buſineſs was gone, his family were without bread, and, perhaps, 
ch the pltimately it was proved that he did not owe the debt for which he 
apply, {Was arreſted. 


Peer W What his Lordſhip wiſhed, was to ſet aſide this mode of arreſt 


nont) 


123 PARLIAMENTARY [Lozoy 


by meſne proceſs ; and he ſhould therefore move for a Committee 
to inquire into the conſequences of ſuch proceſſes, and to report their 
opinion to the Houſe. | 

Before he ſat down, he thought it his duty to mention to their 
Lordſhips, that the noble Lord now on the woolſack had put int 
his hands an anonymous letter ſent to his Lordſhip, ſtating him u 
be in conjunction with different jailers, an oppreſſor of the op. 
preſſed, and that he ſhared in their profits; deſiring his Lordſhip 
to mention the circumſtances in the Houſe ; and that the witneſ 
would be below the bar to hear whether the learned Lord would 
deny the fact. The Houſe, no doubt, would treat fuch infamou 
aſperſions as they deſerved. 

Lord KENYON having put the queſtion, quitted the woolfack 
and with much agitation addreſſed the Houſe. He ſaid, he never, 
in the whole courſe of his life, felt himſelf ſo much affected, as on 
the preſent occaſion. It was a conſolation to him, however, to be 
able to declare, by all that was ſacred, and as he hoped for mercy x 
the day of judgement, that every word in the letter alluded to, fe 
far as related to himſelf, encouraging enormities in the priſons, or in 
any reſpect whatever promoting corruption, was abſolutely and poſ. 
tively falſe. 

To clear his character from this moſt ſevere and unjuſt imputs. 
tion, he beſeeched the Houſe to order a Committee of Inquiry, 
where upon oath he could be heard, and where his accuſers mut 
perſonally appear. | 

The learned Lord then adverted to the arguments made by the 
Earl of Moira on the ſubje& of meſne proceſs, at the ſame time l-. 
menting that the Houſe was deprived of the abilities and aſliſtanc: 
of the Lord Chancellor. 

He ſaid, there was undoubtedly much ſound argument in what 
the Earl of Moira advanced; but he had totally neglected to con- 
| fider what the conſequences would be of preventing arreſt on ef 
' proceſs. The ſwindler and the villain would then have ſuch a ſcope, 
that trade and manufactures muſt either be ruined by chicanery, 0 
by a great limitation of credit, We had flouriſhed under the ex 
iſting laws, in reſpec to the recovery of debts, for many years; an 
he really did not ſce what good this new-fangled ſyſtem could pre 
duce. The tradeſman would be cautious to whom he gave truſt 
the manufaQturer would be afraid to give credit. It was the com 
pulſory mode of payment which alone gave what might be calle 
a general circulation to trade in this country ; it was forcing peopl = 
to be honeſt. The merchant who ventured in large concerns ha 
his relief, and ſo had the ſmall dealer, The Bankrupt Laws r 
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to the treatment which had been given by Miniſters to thoſe brave and 
gallant veterans who had eminently diſtinguiſhed themſelves in fight. 
ing the battles of their country. The firſt he took notice of was the 
late Lord Rodney, who, in return for one of the moſt ſignal victories 
which ever graced the annals of this country, had been left in a ſtate 
of poverty, and who, had it not been for the protection afforded by 
his Peerage, would, in all likelihood, have ended his days in a gad. 
His Lordſhip next took notice of the treatment expericnced by Lord 
Howe, who, in return for as brilliant an action and victory as ever 
was heard of, had received no remuneration whatever, but the 
thanks of the two Houſes of Parliament. Something farther, in. 
deed, had been promiſed him, but was afterwards beſtowed elſe. 
where. He acquitted the noble Duke, whoſe ſhoulders were graced 
with the ribbon which had been once allotted for that gallant and 
noble officer, of any particular intention to deprive him of this mark 
of royal favour. He placed it to the account of that Miniſter, whoſe 
whole life, fince he became ſuch, had been one continued ſyſtem of 
deceit and duplicity. His Lordſhip next adverted to a veteran com- 
mander, Sir Charles Grey, wha had been in the Weſt Indies, and 
received ſuch treatment from Miniſters, that on being aſked to po 
out again he refuſed, unleſs the King ſhould poſitively lay his com. 
mands on him to go, in which cafe he would have thought it his 
duty to obey ; but that no conſideration ſhould again induce him 
voluntarily to entruſt his honour in the hands of ſuch men as the 
preſent Miniſters. The recall of Earl Fitzwilliam from the Go. 
vernment of Ireland, he alſo conceived, could be mentioned only in 
the ſtrongeſt terms of difapprobation. He next dwelt upon the im- 
propriety of having formed connections with Foreign Courts, by 
which fo much of the wealth of the country was drained away, that 
it was reduced to a ſtate of bankruptcy. The duplicity of thoſe 
Courts, particularly as it was diſplayed in this treatment of each 
other, ſhould have been a ſufficient ground to prevent ſuch connee- 
tion. The miſerable fituation to which the nation was reduced by 
an obſti nate perſeverance in one of the moſt calamitous and expen- 
five wars that ever was carried on, required the exertions of every 
friend to his country to reſtore it if poſſible to a ſituation of peace 
and ſecurity. "This could not, in his mind, be effected without the 
remoyal from power of one perſon, who might be conſidered as the 
author of every meaſure that had brought on ſuch a train of misfor- 
tunes. A language had frequently been uſed, , tending to throw al 
pdium on thoſe who ſpoke their minds freely on the ſtate of affairs, 
by inſinuating that t cy were friends to commotion, and to the prin- 
ir. £s of die French. This ſort of inſinuation he reprobated | in ie: 
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vere terms, His Lordſhip aſked how it was poſſible any man in 
the world could ſuppoſe that he could be fo loſt to all ſenſe of ho- 
nour ; to the reverence and reſpect he owed to a long line of anceſ- 
tors, to the paternal affection he had for his preſent children, and to 
the regard due to poſterity, as to countenance any principles which 
might be ſubverſive of thuſe honours and that rank which he had 
received from his immediate anceſtor, and was bound tò tranſmit un- 
impaired to them. Such an argument was abſurd on the face of it 3 
but he was determined to take that opportunity of expreſſing his opi- 
nion upon it, and marking it by his decided difapprobation, as un- 
candid and unfair in the extreme. His Lordſhip ſaid, that the pre- 
ſent ſituation of the country was become truly ſerious and alarming z 
and it was certainly a matter of the higheſt importance, that its 
ſafety and protection ſhould no longer be left in the hands of that 
man, who had hitherto ſhewn himſelf ſo totally incapable, in every 
reſpect, except in the arts of deception and deluſion. He begged 
pardon of the Houſe for having fo long treſpaſſed on their patience. 
He had fulfilled what he conceived to be his duty to himſelf, to his 
family, to his King, to his country, and to poſterity ; and having ſo 
done, he ſhould patiently wait the events which might happen, ready 
and willing at all times, whenever it ſhould be neceſſary, to ſhed his 
blood and ſpend his fortune in the ſervice and defence of his King 
and Country. His Lordſhip concluded by moving, 

That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, humbly 
© requeſting that he will be pleaſed to diſmiĩſs from his Councils 
% his Miniſter, the Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, whoſe pernicious 
% meaſures had deprived him of he confidence of the country.” 

Lord GREN VILLE oppoſed the motion, becauſe the noble Earl 
did not appear to him to have founded his arguments againſt the 
perſon ſo particularly pointed out by it, nor againſt the conduct of 
Adminiſtration in general, upon facts ſufficiently firong and ſubſtan- 
tial to bear a motion of that nature. The noble Earl had entered 
at large into a multifarious ſeries of meaſures, the complex cir- 
cumſtances of which he had totally miitakeri and condemned, with- 
out Endeavouting to warrant his aſſertions by any evidence or any 
proof whatever. In regard to the Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, 
when his rank and ſituation in life, when his own perſonal connee- 
tion arid known affinity, and above all his high friendſhip and eſteem 
for that honourable perſon were conſidered, however partial, or how- 
ever intereſted his vindication might be deemed, yet he could not 
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with juſtice to the character, abilities, and integrity of that honoura- 


ble perſon, decline entering into a vindication, if a vindieation could be 


neeeſſary, of the meaſures of which he ſtood accuſed. So far as his 
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noble friend was concerned in the neglect or failure of any circum. 
ſtance tending to promote the public welfare, he was confident the 
neglect and failure were attributable only to thoſe errors to which 
human nature is at all times liable, to thoſe accidents which no hu. 
man prudence can prevent, or to thoſe diſpenſations of providence 
which no human wiſdom can control, and not to any perſonal inat. 
tention or intereſt. One of the firſt accuſations which the noble 
Earl had brought forward againſt his honourable friend was a charge 
of having injured the public cauſe by removing ſome officers from the 
public ſervice, to make room for others more ſerviceable to his views, 
on whom he wanted to beſtow public honours and emoluments ; and 
of neglecting to reward the meritorious ſkill and bravery of others, 
in the manner which the nation wiſhed for, and their own ſervice 
and talents had deſerved. "Though no man entertained a more 
liberal or more grateful opinion of the gallant officers alluded to 
than he did, he hoped their Lordſhips would ſuffer him to decline 
entering into the invidious taſk of ſcanning their deſerts, and permit 
him to proceed with examination only of the truth of thoſe declare 
tions reſpecting them which the noble Earl had that night made. 
The firſt charge was the negle& of Admiral Rodney. Now he by 
no means agreed with the noble Earl that Admiral Rodney hal 
been negleRed ; for His Majeſty had graciouſly honoured him with 
a Peerage, and he conſtantly received that veneration and regard 
from every perſon, which his bold and ſucceſsful exertions in the 
ſervice of his country ſo well deſerved. If occafions did occur 
when His Majeſty found it difficult to employ all the talents, 2. 
dour and activity of individuals, according to their zeal, and de- 
ſerts, the cauſe was imputable to the vaſt quantities of ability and 
energy in the nation which rendered it perplexing where to make: 
preference, rather than to any perſonal diſreſpe& or forgetfulneſs d 
their ſervices. He muſt be vigilant and powerful, indeed, wh 
can diſtinguiſh and reward the claims of all. The Peerage given 
to Admiral Rodney, however, was not the only act of remuneration, 
for there were certain pecuniary grants alſo, ſufficient, perhaps, with 
economy and management, not only to have ſecured the pofleſſar 
from inconvenience, but to have ſupported his title with becoming 
ſplendour. As to the other articles of impeachment reſpecting dt 
Charles Grey and Earl Howe, he could conſcientiouſly aſſure thei 
Lordſhips, he had never heard the anecdotes which the noble Eat 
related till that evening, and from what he underſtood of the ſub- 
ject, he was apprehenſive the noble Earl laboured under ſome mik 
take, As to connection with foreign powers, the treaty of Pilnith 
both within and without doors, had long been a matter of milap 
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dum. prehenſion and abuſe, and, like many other tranſadtions, had been 
the MW invidiouſly miſrepreſented to calumniate Adminiſtration, though the 
fatal conſequences of that calamity involved the happineſs and tran- 


> hu. {Wl quillity of the country. He hoped from what he was now going to 
dene relate, thoſe miſrepreſentations would ceaſe, and all farther declama- 
inat- ¶ tion againſt Miniſters for their ſuppoſitious ſhare in the fabrication of 


that treaty, be diſclaimed. The treaty of Pilnitz originated with 
the Courts of Vienna and Berlin, and was ſigned, ſealed, and ra- 
tified, without the participation, and even without the knowledge of 
the Britiſh Cabinet. So much for particular articles; but in reply 
to the more broad and general declaration, that ſuch connections 
were formed with foreign Courts as drained away the wealth of the 
country, and reduced it to a ſtate of bankruptcy, he had only to re- 
call their Lordſhips' recollection to the flouriſhing ſtate of the 
finances and reſources of the country, to the amazing extent of our 
commerce, and the receipts of our cuſtoms. Some check and em- 
barraſſment in the concerns of public credit had been recently ex- 


perienced it was true ; but he conceived it highly improper to in- 
made, Wi volve that circumſtance with the preſent queſtion, eſpecially fince it 
he by was already in a ſtage of diſcuſſion, upon the reſult of which their 
y hall Lordſhips would hereafter be called to decide. But to refer to the 
vi connections which ſubſiſt between Great Britain and Foreign 
regard Powers, whatever might be the alledged duplicity and perfidy of 
in th: thoſe powers, the truth of which, if neceſſary, perhaps, he might be 
oceu likely, in ſome degree at leaſt, to diſpute, he truſted there could be no 
ts, 2. ¶ doubt, no difficulty, no diſpute, concerning the integrity and can- 
nd de ·¶¶ dour of Great Britain—for her faitn and honour were never fo 
ty and high, never ſo much reverenced and relied on as at the preſent mo- 
nake i ment. He now came to the conſideration of the conduct of the 


neſs war; and this was a fine field for the ſpeculations of theoriſts. 
„ who That the allies had not been fo ſucceſsful as they might not only 
given have hoped for, but expected, he was ready to admit; and that 

ion fuch accidents as are incidental to all wars, and which it was ſcarcely 
poſſible to avoid, had happened, he was alſo ready to admit; but 
whatever might be the misfortunes of the allies, he hoped and 
truſted all parties would allow that the exertions of this country had 
been unparalleled in the page of hiſtory, and that they had been at- 
tended with unparalleled ſucceſs. Our naval victories were more 
brilliant than ever before diſtinguiſhed any age or any country, and 
therefore it appeared peculiarly hard that all the honour, all the 
praiſe, and all the glory ſhould be reaped by individuals; while all 
the cenſure, all the ſhame, and all the reſponſibility were thrown 
on Miniſters. Let the ſucceſs of the war, however, be what it 
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might, he was convinced, and relied on the conviction of their Lord. 
ſhips and the country alſo, that if rhe war had not been undert ken, 
the religion of the country would by this time have been over. 
thrown ; the laws, our pride and our protection, have been tram. 
pled on; the ſacred inſtitutions of our anceſtors deftryyed ; all rank 
property, and diſtinction laid waſte, and our glorious Conſtitutiq 
totally extinct. 

Lord HAY (Earl of Kinnoul) ſaid, that he was never more ſur. 
priſed than on the preſent occaſion, to hear a motion a of this i import. 
tant nature, no leſs than for removing the Prime Miniſter of the 
country from his high ſation, without one ſingle proof of miſcondud 
whatever brought againſt him. He conſidered the country by ng 
means in ſo bad a ſituation as many timid people apprehend. He 
praiſed the conduct of the war, and faid, that the brilliant ſucceſſes 
we had met with far ſurpaſſed thoſe of any former war. Hz 
ſhould therefore give the motion his decided negative. He had only 
to obſerve farther, that he could undertake to aſſure their Lordſhips, 
that Lord Rodney's family was perfectly atisfied with his remu- 
neration. 

The Earl of SUFFOLK deſired to retract part of what he had 
ſaid relative to Lord Rodney. He believed the penſion was rightly 
ſtated by the noble Lord. Still, however, it was certain that brave 
officer was afterwards, from a variety of lawſuits, reduced to a ſtate 
of great poverty, and his body for a conſiderable time ſeized upon, 
and denied the rights of burial. When he aſked for papers, which 
were neceſſary. to defend himſelf, Miniiters refuſed to let him have 
them. His Lordfhip alſo quoted, from memory, a ſhort paſſage 
from a pamphlet publiſhed on that occafien, addreſſed to the people, 
in which the author ſays, Can you bear to ſee the laurelled hand 
6 of your brave Britiſh, Beliſarius, ſtretched out, and begging to 
« you for bread ?” 

The Marquis of LANSDOWN ſtated, that he had the honou 
to be in power when Admiral Rodney fignalized himſelf by hö 
brilliant ſucceſſes, and that every thing which could be conftrued 
liberal and juſt, was offered upon that occaſion. At the time re 
ferred to, he remembered ſome papers being applied for, but Lord 
Rodney himſelf was ſatisfied that it would be very difficult, if not 
impoſſible, to produce them. 

The Duke of NORFOLK difapproved of the meaſures of Ad- 
miniſtration, which, he contcnded, only required to be fairly and 
critically examined, to be univerſally condemned. The noble Lord 
who replied to the accuſations of his noble friend, had attempted to 
inſinuate, that his noble friend's arguments were not ſ ubſtantiated 
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n facts, and in an authoritative manner, aſked, where were the 
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proofs? That queſtion was eaſily decided. The proofs were every 
here, They preſented themſelves to every eye; they made an 
impreſſion upon every heart. I hey compoſed a living epitaph upon 
the folly and infatuation of Miniſters, and in the language applied to 
he memory of Sir Chriſtopher Wren, by pointing out his fublime 
and bold production, that delightful and aſtoniſhing piece of archi- 
tecture the cathedral of St. Paul, he might exclaim— 
„ Ci monumentum quaeris circumſpice.“ 

The Marquis TOWNSHEND ſpoke againſt the motion; 
he ſaid the country was by no means in a dangerous ſituation, and 
ontended that the war had been carried on with the moſt brilliant 
ſucceſſes. He was ſurprized to hear noble Lords ſpeak in ſuch deſ- 
ponding terms of the ſituation of our affairs. 

The Earl of WARWICK oppoſed the motion, and ſaid, that 
he was convinced the deſpondency which prevailed in the country, 
and every degree of diſreſpect which any part of the public enter- 
tained towards the Government, were owing to the language uſed in 
hat Houſe, He would adviſe noble Lords not to indulge them- 
ſelves in thoſe irritating and intemperate expreſſions which too fre- 
uently were uttered within thoſe walls. He was convinced, he 
ſaid, there was a conſiderable French faction deeply infected with 

rench principles in this country, and it was not impoſſible that a 
part were to be found within the walls of the two Houſes of Parlia- 
ment. He was ſorry to read ſuch language as had paſſed in ano- 
ther Houſe of Parliament reſpecting granting to the people all they 
aſked. He was for granting all ſuch rights as a people aſked for in 
a proper and conſtitutional manner, but did not think it was pro- 
per to grant men who came with arms in their hands all they aſked, 

here was no ſpecific charge in the motion, and therefore he 

Fould give it his negative. 

The Earl of DERBY roſe and ſaid, that it was not his intention 

o have ſaid a word on the preſent debate, had it not been for ſome 
hings which had fallen from the noble Earl who had juſt ſat down, 
and which he could not refrain from remarking upon. The noble 
Earl had taken upon him to adviſe their Lordſhips with regard to 
he language they ſhoulg uſe in that Houſe, and had expreſſed his 
lifapprobation of expreſſions that had been uſed in both Houſes of 
Farliament, He for one had always endeavoured to uſe Parlia- 
mentary language, and he hoped .he never was fo far forgetful of 
bis reſpeQ for their Lordſhips as to uſe language that was not de- 
ent. He was apt, however, to ſpeak warmly on many occaſions, | 


but he never did ſo except when his feclings dictated to him that he 


| hoped they had not yet arms in their hands, and that they never 


preſent Miniſters which would occafion ſuch diſaſtrous con. 


which would raiſe an immenſe ſum, and, if adopted, would ſerve to 
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was right, and he ſhould always think it his duty to deſcribe the 
miſconduR, or the incapacity of Miniſters, and the pernicious effedy 
of their meaſures, in as ſtrong terms as he thought ought to be ap 
plied to them. The noble Earl had alluded to what had paſſed in 
another Houſe of Parliament, and found fault with the language 
there uſed, of granting rights to men with arms in their hands. He 


would; but if ever ſuch ſhould unhappily be the caſe, he was certain 
it would be the impolitic and oppreſſive meaſures adopted by the 


ſequences. 

Lord ROMNEY faid, that for ſeveral months paſt it had given 
him the greateſt concern to hear perſons on all ſides, both within 
the walls of that Houſe and without, talk of the ſituation of the 
country in the moſt deſponding manner. For his own part, he 
thought very differently of it, and was certain there was nothing 
wanted to reſtore it to its former ſtrength and power, but active 
energy. He had argued on this head with many of his friends in 
vain, till at length he was obliged to tell them in a laughing way, 
« well, comfort yourſelves with being ruined, if you will have it 
ſo.” He was clear, however, that a plan might eaſily be adopted, 


convince the enemy of the ſpirit of the country, and that we were 
reſolved not to ſuffer the French Directory to diate any terms 
which it would be derogatory to this country to liſten to. He might, 
perhaps, be laughed at for his plan, but he would, nevertheleſs, pro- 
poſe it, This was, that a ſubſcription ſhould be ſet on foot for a 
voluntary gift, as far as the ſpirit and circumſtances of individuals 
would allow. For his own part, he would ſubſcribe five thouſand 
pounds; and thought there would eaſily be found a hundred thou- 
ſand who would ſubſcribe their one hundred each. He propoſed 
that this ſhould be paid by inſtalments : for inſtance, he would 
commence on the firſt day of January, 1798, and pay five hun- 
dred pounds a month, ſo that in ten months he ſhould have paid the 
whole. Each ſubſcriber to do the ſame, according to the ſums re- 
ſpectively ſubſcribed, even fo low as fifty pounds, The whole d 
this money to be ſubject to the control of Parliament—ſuch a mew 
ſure, if carried into execution, would convince the enemy of the 
ſpirit and reſources of the country, and would counteract any im- 
preſſion which might be made on the French Government to out 


by the warm language of others on the conduct or * 
of our Miniſters. | 
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the The Earl of DERBY apologized for troubling the Houſe again, 
rey but an expreſſion of the noble Lord who fpoke laſt obliged him to 
notice it. He was certain the noble Lord meant nothing by it ; 
but from ſome of the words uſed by his Lordſhip, they might carry 
an inſinuation which he utterly difclaimed. He alluded to the idea 
of giving the ſmalleſt degree of encouragement to the hopes of the 
French, by the warmth of expreſſion he had uſed either on the miſ- 
anagement of Minifters, or the deplorable ſtate of our affairs. 
e had forgot to notice one part of the noble Earl's (Warwick) 
xeech, when he was up before, and which he now begged leave to 
bſerve upon. The noble Earl had ſaid, that there was a French 
ation, or men entertaining French principles, in this country, and, 
xerhaps, in one or other of the Houſes of Parliament. As that 
oble Earl had found fault with the motion then in debate, becauſe 
here was no ſpecific charge in it, he was ſurprized that he himſelf 
ould make uſe of ſuch an inſinuation. Surely, if the noble Earl 
new of any ſuch faction, it would be his duty to name the perſons, 
nd make a direct charge, otherwiſe his objection to the preſent mo- 


Wa, on, for want of a ſpecific charge, fell to the ground. Indeed it 
we ugs altogether unfounded. Tf the noble Earl who made the mo- 
opted, Bon had exhibited Articles of Impeachment againſt the Miniſter, 
rve t0 


en he muſt have ſtated ſpecific charges, and proved them after- 
ards ; but for the purpoſe for which it was intended, the preſent 
otion was certainly very ſufhcient. 

Lord ROMNEY aſſured the noble Earl who ſpoke laſt, that he 
eant no perſonal allufion to him ; on the contrary, he always had 
ought his Lordſhip remarkably cautious in his language, and 
ually temperate and reſpectful. 

The Earl of MOIRA thought the preſent motion highly ne- 
flary. The miſmanagement of Miniſters had brought us to our 
ſent lamentable fituation, and they could not too ſoon be de- 
ved of the power of continuing ſo to do. His Lordſhip con- 
ded, the war had been miſconducted from the beginning in the 
ft ſhameful manner. The wealth and reſources of the country 
d been laviſhly expended in making conqueſts of diſtant ſettle- 
nts; when, inſtead thereof, the French ſhould have been attacked 
h all our force nearer home. If this had been done, as it ought 


of the have been, neither Belgium nor Holland would at this moment 
une been in poſſeſſion of the enemy. His Lordſhip ſaid, the plan 
to out 


Lord Romney was certainly a very generous one, and might, 


tion, 0ihans, produce, if adopted, a very confiderable ſum of money. 


gemer did not know, however, how far the Houſe of Commons might 


rove of money being raiſcd for the Purpoſe of n. on he 
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war, through any other channel or medium but their own. HI 
Lordſhip concluded by giving his hearty aſſent to the motion. 
Earl SPENCER admitted the finances of the country to be in 


ſtate of ſome difficulty, but it had not been ſhewn that they were te, 


duced to their preſent ſituation by any miſcondut of Miniſten 


Before Miniſters were blamed for the condition of the country, | 


was incumbent on thoſe who blamed them, to ſhew that the w 
could have been avoided, or that more could have been done to d 
tain peace than Miniſters had done. The conduct of the 
had been complained of. He would not enter into an exam 
nation of military affairs; but our navy had never been ma 
ſucceſsful. 

The Earl of CARLISLE aid, the fineſt opportunity of forcingth 
enemy to make peace had been loſt by the conduct of the Adm 
ralty, which had given very abſurd orders to Admiral Colpo 
Had we deſtroyed the Breſt flect, we ſhould ſoon have got out 
the war. It was certainly the fault of the Admiralty that we did 
deſtroy that fleet; and this he would always maintain till he went 
his tomb. 

Earl SPENCER denied its being the fault of the Admiraly 
the Breſt flect eſcaped. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWN blamed the Admiralty fort 
eſcape of the Breſt fleet. He ſaid, he would rather ſee one Mini 
juſtly puniſhed than twenty changes. It was not a change of me 
he looked to, and therefore he did not much approve the moti 
changes of Miniſters had ſometimes done miſchief to the count 
Sir Robert Walpole was removed by popular clamour at the time 
was carrying the ſinking tund into execution, and the country 
tered by his removal: the change he deſired, was a change in t 
ſyſtem of government, which ought to be conducted on the « 
conſtitutional principles of the country. Let this change be mal 
and the King might have whom he pleaſed for his Miniſters. 
man who wiſhed to know the preſent ſyſtem might be fully 4 


quainted with it by a peruſal of the army extraordinaries : 


would there find millions on millions ſquandered in the moſt i 
provident manner. What would the noble Lord's ſubſcription 
5000l. do to ſtop ſuch floodgates? He wiſhed to know what 
were fighting for? Was it Belgium ? If it was, aſk the count 
whether they will perſevere in this war for ſuch an object. Wa 
for any territorial poſſeſſion ? Had the French inſulted us? If th 
had, he would be one, and he was convinced the country wal 
unanimouſly unite with him ji in obtaining reparation. 


Lord GRENVILLE 12 by ſayings that his noble rel 
#1 


& wn 
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had ſo ably ſtated the ſituation and reſources of the country, that he 
ſhould not touch on that ſubject. The natural part for England 
to take in the war had been properly performed. Every effort had 
been made, and every ſucceſs obtained, regarding this as a naval and 
colonial war. When the exertions of the Government were turned 
towards the Continent, when all the troops our ſmall military eſta- 


Ury, | 

* bliſhment could afford, were ſent to the Netherlands, then Miniſters 
to q vere blamed for not confining their exertions to the Navy and the 
the wliColonies, which it was ſaid were the proper objects of Great Britain 


ina war. Of late, Miniſters had declined ſending troops to the 
Continent ; they had turned all their attention to the Navy and Co- 
Jonies, and ſtill they were blamed, even though they had been ſo 
ſucceſsful. The noble Marquis had allowed that charges againſt Mi- 
niſters, made by popular clamour, had not always been calculated 
or the public good, and he had inſtanced the caſe of Sir Robert 
alpole ; that change, Lord Grenville affirmed, was not leſs cal- 
ulated for the public good than the preſent. But the noble Mar- 
us ſays, it is not a change of men, but of the principle and ſyſtem 
ff the Government he defires. A change in our ſyſtem of Govern- 
nent would throw the country into total and immediate confuſion. 
Vere not their Lordſhips convinced of the danger of French prin- 
iples from which Miniſters had preſerved the country ? From ſuch 
change he was convinced the whole nation would recoil. It had 
deen aſked, for what was the war carried on? It was not for this 
motiu r that province—it was, whether the French ſhould poſſeſs the 
yhole of the maritime coaſt of the Continent oppoſite to this 


countn 
time Wountry ; that was the preſent object. Another was, the haughty 
atry anner in which they had treated our overtures for peace. They 
e in Had called for our terms, which they had rejected without offering 


ny on their part. No Miniſter had ever been more ignominioufly 
eated than ours had been. His Lordſhip had often heard pro- 
ſions of unanimity when the country was inſulted ; but he never 
ad received the ſupport of thoſe who made the profeſſions, His 

ordſhip condemned the deſponding language whieh ſome men held 

ſpeQting our finances, and he contended that our reſources were 

ple and abundant. | 

The Marquis of LANSDOWN was not ſurprized the French, | 
- cool the late negotiation, had ſhewn ſome haughtineſs. The French 

Waere men with natural feelings, and muſt remember and reſent the 

probrious language Miniſters had uſed reſpecting them. Were 

e to wonder that the French entered on the negotiation with cold-- 
ls and diſtruſt, when not only the former language of Miniſters, 

t every circumſtance attending the negotiation itſelf, gave them 

1 2 
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/ cauſe to ſuſpect our ſincerity? The Marquis denied having recom. 
mended a change of Government; he only deſired the preſent 
ſyſtem ſhould be changed for a conſtitutional ſyſtem ; and he would 
contend for a conſtitutional Government, even though it was the, 
faſhion for Miniſters to inſinuate, that thoſe who recommended any 
change were Jacobins. He denied having any Jacobin principles 
about him, and aſſerted, he had always adviſed Miniſters againſt 
Jacobin principles, becauſe he was convinced they went to a com. 
munity of goods, and other abſurd and pernicious doctrines: they 
went even beyond the Agrarian ſyſtem. He did not believe there 
were many Jacobins in principle in this country; and he knew of 
no ſuch practical Jacobins as His Majeſty's Miniſters. They had 
baniſhed gold and filver from London, at the time they began to be 
plenty in Paris; and they had taken up the paper ſyſtem at the 
time France had laid it down. Forced loans, military force, and 
every Jacobin project they had adopted as France rejected them. 
They purſued a line of conduct perfectly agreeable to all Jacobing, 
and well calculated to promote their objects. 'T he Marquis thought 
the immortal Jury of 1794 had ſufficiently expoſed the talſchood 
of the pretended Jacobin plots. To the noble conduct of that 
Jury, he did not know how many of thcir Lordſhips were now in- 
debted for the poſſeſſion of their lives and fortunes. It was that Jury 
which defeated the Roberſperian ſyſtem, which was attempted to be 
eſtabliſhed in this country. 

The Duke of BEDFORD roſe to contend both for a change of 
the Miniſters, the principles and ſyſtem on which the Government 
had been conducted, and for the protection, he might ſay for the reſ- 
toration of the Conſtitution. He would not be deterred by the unwar- 
rantable infinuations that might be made againſt him, from fſup- 
porting the motion, as he thought it calculated to reſtore and protect 
the Conſtitution. His Grace quoted papers on the table, to ſhev 
the concealment Miniſters had made of the public expences, in order 
to enable them to carry on the war ; and he aſked, if the way to de- 
ſtroy the French principles was to ruin the country ? French prinei- 
ples were not ſo faſcinating that they ſhould be dreaded. The res. 
| fon Miniſters were not inclined to make peace was, that they kney 
they could not make peace but on terms diſgraceful to themſelves, 
who had held ſuch lofty language and pretenſions during the war. 
His Grace next took a view of our heavy taxes, and the burdens 
impoſed by the war; and concluded by giving his hearty ſupport t0 
The Houſe then divided on Lord Suffolk's motion : 
Contents, 16; Proxies, 2. Not-Contents, 86 ; Proxies, 18. 
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a totally different nature. 


Karl riſe up in his place and move, that a high breach of privilege 
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The Committee of Privileges on Lord Lauderdale's petition, 


which ſtood for this day ('I ueſday) was poſtponed till 'Thurſday. 


The Earl of OXFORD finding it was neceſſary to give notice 


of the motion he had deſigned to bring forward that day reſpecting 


his proteſt, gave notice that he ſhould move the Houſe on the ſubje& 
on Thurſday next; and moved that their Lordſhips be ſummoned 
for that day. — Ordered, 


Thurſday, 3oth March. 


The order of the day being called for, 

The Earl of OXFORD roſe, and requeſted their Lordſhips? 
attention to ſome obſervations which he had to ſubmit to the 
Houſe, before they proceeded to the conſideration of the order of 
the day. His Lordſhip complained, that the day after he had made 
his motion for an addreſs to His Majeſty in favour of peace, he had 
gone to the office, appointed for that purpoſe, to enter his Proteſt 
againſt the reſolution of the Houſe on that motion. That he was 
then and there informed, that his addreſs had not been entered on 
the Journals of the Houſe, Lord Kenyon having taken it away with 
him. This he conceived to be a breach of their Lordſhips' privi- 
leges, and as ſuch he hoped they would take notice of it. He 
would, therefore, without farther preface, move their Lordſhips, 
according to a ſtanding order of the Houſe, 

„That the Lord Chancellor, in taking away the motion of any ß 
noble Lord, fo that the fame cannot be entered on the Journals 
Hof the Houſe, is a high breach of privilege; and that Lord Ken- 
yon, acting as Pro-Chancellor, having taken away the motion 
of the Earl of Oxford, made on the 23d of March, 1797, has 
been guilty of a high breach of privilege, and that he be cenſured 
* for the ſame.” 

The queſtion being read by Lord KENYON from the 
woolſack, 

The Biſhop of ROCHESTER roſe, and moved, that. their 
ordſhips* ſtanding order of November 1777, ſhould be read, 
hich was done; the purport of which was, 

* That any Lord of that Houſe publiſhing the proceedings of 


the ſame, without leave of their Lordſhips, would be guilty of 


a high breach of privilege.” 

The learned and reverend Prelate then ſaid, that inflead of the 
otion made by the noble Earl, he expected to have heard one of 
He had expected to have heard the noble 
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had been committed by the printer and publiſher of a certain neyf. 
paper, containing a miſerable publication. He had heard from re. 
port, that a publication had gone abroad, containing a proteſt of the 
noble Earl againſt the reſolution of that Houſe, on the motion which 
he had lately made, for an addreſs to His Majeſty in favour of 
peace; and he had a paper in his hand, called the Oracle and Pub. 
lic Advertiſer, which he had ſent for and procured in conſequence; 
that it not only contained ſuch Proteſt, but went the audacious 
length of conveying to the Public, the editor of that paper's com. 
ments on that proceeding. The reverend Prelate then ſaid, that 
from the whole of that buſineſs, as ſtated in that paper, he con- 
ceived it to be one of the moſt audacious and impudent inſertions 
that ever was made ; and that as ſuch, it highly deſerved the atten. 
tion of the noble Earl, whoſe name had been attached to fo infa. 
mous a publication. Infamous he avowed it was in every reſpe&, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt of thoſe who were concerned in it; 
and he could not conceive how any Lord in that Houſe could fit 
ſill and ſee his name made uſe of in the moſt audacious manner, 
without taking the moſt ſerious notice of it. The reverend Pre. 
late then adverted to ſome of the parts of the Proteſt, and particu- 
larly to the following, 


Sixthly, Becauſe whenever a nation is in the ſituation we are in at pre- 
ſent, it requires the united energy and public ſpirit of the whole nation, 
to re-eſtabl.ſh its credit, and I am perſuaded that energy and public 
ſpirit are only to be obtained by the public poſſeſſing their antient free 
Conſtitution, which they fo jultly revere ; and | maintain that according 
to common law, which is common ſenſe, and according to“ the rue 
ſpirit of the Conſtitution,” which is founded in wiſdom, liberty, and 
juſtice, the people of Great Britain have a right, and 2ught to be tairly 
and equally repreſented in that which, by its very name, is their Houſe of 
Parhament. 


Ha-ing read this, the reverend Prelate ſaid, that he could not paſs 
over this paſſage, without giving it his moſt decided and marked re- 
probation. The newſpaper editor, who had conveyed this audacious 
and inſolent doctrine to the view of the Public, under the ſanction 
of the noble Earl's name, had, ſpeaking of the People of this Coun- 
try, made uſe of the expreſſion, that they ** ought to be freely and 
fairly repreſented in that, which by its very name is heir Houſe of 
Parliament.” This, the reverend Prelate ſaid, he looked upon to 
be very audacious, and very unconſtitutional language. He con- 
ceived the Parliament to be the King's Parliament, and not the 
Parliament of the People. Taking it in this point of view, he 
was greatly ſurprized the noble Earl had, in the courſe of the ſe- 
cond ſeſſion he had ever fat in Parliament, brought forward the mo- 
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tion he had now done. He rather expected he would have moved 


their Lordſhips againſt the printer and publiſher of ſuch an auda- 
cious libel againſt the privileges cf that Houſe. As it was, however, 
he was convinced that young men might be induced to make mo- 
tions, (which, ſaying the leaſt of them, in his mind, deſerved to be 
claſſed as petulant) againſt the firſt characters in the kingdom. 

The Marquis ' TOWNSHEND faid, that he coincided in opi- 
nion with the reverend Prelate, as to the ſketches which were daily 
made in the newſpapers, and which were now remarkable for con- 
veying to the Public the moſt barefaced falſchoods. This he could 
particularly inſtance in a print of that morning which had under- 
taken to give, in conſequence of an audience of a noble Earl near 
him (Suffolk) and the advice which he had thought proper to offer 
to the Sovereign, a poſitive anſwer from His Majeſty, when in fact 
no anſwer at all was given. His Lordſhip profeſſed himſelf to be 
a very faſt friend to the Liberty of the Preſs ; but he thought ſuch 
abſolute falſchoods ought to be, if poſſible, prevented. At the ſame 
time, he ſaid, that he could not agree with the learned and reverend 
Prelate as to that part of his ſpeech which aſſerted, that “ the Par- 
« liament was the King's Parliament, and not the Parliament of 
« the People.” He had the honour of deriving his ſeat in that 
Houſe from a long line of anceſtors; and he had always been taught 
to believe, that the Parliament was the Parliament of the Nation, of 
which the King formed only a component, though certainly the 
higheſt part. His Lordſhip then ſaid a few words of a conciliatory 
nature reſpecting the motion. 

The Earl of SUFFOLK owned that His Majeſty had given 


no anſwer. The buſineſs of his interview did not require an 


anſwer. 


The Biſhop of ROCHESTER ſaid, that it was not his wiſh. 


to enter into an argument at length with the noble Marquis upon 
the nature and conſtitution of the Parliament, but ſtill he could not 
recede from his opinion that he had juſt before delivered, that it was 
the King's Parliament, and not the Parliament of the People. To 
prove this, he requeſted their Lordſhips to look at the conſtruction 
and the uniform practice of Parliament. It was ** convened at the 
* will and pleaſure of the King; it was prorogued at his will; and 
e it was diffolved when and fo often as he thought proper.” Could 
any thing be more ſtrongly convincing that it was the King's Par- 


liament? As to the motion now before the Houſe, he could only 


lay, that if he did not move their Lordſhips againſt the printer and 
publiſher of the infamous libel he had juſt before read, againſt the 
privileges of that Houſe, it was only becauſe he had reaſon to think 
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perſons of much higher rank and conſequence looking at Lor Ox. 
ford would be tound to be implicared in the charge. 

The queſtion being called for, the Houſe was cleared, but we un. 
derſtand no actual diviſion took place, the Earl of Oxford ſtandim 
alone. 

It was afterwards ordered. that the proceeGings of that night 
ſhould not be entered on the journals of the Houſe. — Adjourned, 


The following is @ cofy of the Publicatian alluded to by the Bijhop 
Recheſter, as it appeared in the public prints. 


ADDRESS TO THE NATION. 


Portman Square, March 27, 1797. 


TT was my intention to have entered my Proteſt on the Journals of 
the Houſe of Lords the day after I moved my addreſs to His Majefty 
for Peace, and for that purpoſe I went to the Clerk's Office, and to my 
utter ſurprize | found that my addreſs had never been entered upon the 
Journals. Upon inquiry 1 was informed that Lord Kenyon had taken 
it home with him. I wiſh, at all events, that the Public ſhould be in 
poſſeſſion of my Proteſt, and I hereby pledge myſelf to my Country and 
to the Houſe of Lords, that 1 will this day, in my place, in that Houſe, 
demand the fulleſt reparation for this inſult, offered through one to the 
whole Houſe, in this illegal and unprecedented manner. 


PROTEST. 


Difſentient—Firſt, Becauſe ſeeing no means of ſalvation for this 
country but by an immediate, prone and /afting peace, I think the ad- 
dreſs, which I moved March 23, 1797, calculated to produce that 
happy event, and that a refuſal to carry that addreſs to the 'Throne, tends 
to a continuation of this cruel war, which I hold to be certain and in- 
evitable ruin. - : | 

Secondly, Becauſe a Secretary of State's moving, that an addreſs to 
His Majeſty on the zoth of December, 1796, ſhould be read, is a poor, 
weak, and rude manner (to ſay no worſe of it) of anſwering the argu- 
ments advanced in my addreſs, f | 

Thirdly, Becauſe I believe that the arguments advanced by me, have 
never before been, touched upon, even in debates, and no attempts 
having been made to” anſwer thoſe arguments, the concluſion which 
the Public muſt draw from it is, that they are perfectly unanſwerable. 

Fourthly, Becauſe it was my fincere wiſh that the eyes of His Ma- 
jeſty ſhould be opened to the dangers with which he is ſurrounded, and 
that giving peace to his exhauſted ſubjects, and reſtoring to them their 
rights ſhould be his own gracious act. nf re | 

Fifthly, Becauſe I have the higheſt authority for every ſentiment re- 
ſpeRing the economy and reform of abuſes,” which I recommended; 
namely, His Majeſty's own words, in that moſt excellent and patriotic 


* ſpeech made at the cloſe of the American war, and which 1 quoted in 


my reply. HT | WV: 

Sixthly, Becauſe whenever a nation is in the ſituation we are in at pre- 
ſent, it requires the united energy and public ſpirit of the whole nation, 
0 re- eſlabliſh its credit; and I am perſuaded that energy and public 


— 
1. — 
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ſpirit are only to be obtained by the public poſſeſſing their antient free 
Conſtitution, which they fo julily revere; and I maintain, that, accord- 
ing to common law, which is common ſenſe, and according to © the 
ve un. rn ſpirit of the Conſſitution,“ which is founded in wiſdom, liberty, and 
nding aſtice, the People of Great Britain have a right, and ought to be fairly 
and equally repreſented in that which, by its very name, is heir Houſe of 
Parliament. 


ORDs, 


Ox. 


Night Seventhly, Becauſe I hold the borough ſyſtem, and every other ſyſtem 
ned. er corruption that has of late years crept into practice, to be directly 


| ontrary to the true ſpirit of the Conſtitution, and big with the molt 
7% of larming evils to King and People; and that to confer the honour of 
reerage on men who have no other merit than that of commanding 
boroughs, and periorming miniſterial jobs, degrades that high dignity, 
and takes away one of the greateſt motives that actuates the human mind, 
he hope of reward, by making it unworthy the acceptance of thoſe 
97. men for whom it was intended, men who have rendered great and diſ- 
als of tinguiſned ſervices to their country by their valour, their talents, or their 


Tajefly learning. 

to my Eightly, Becauſe I am deſirous of making this public avowal of my 

0 = principles, which nothing on earth ſhall — 5 me alter, and which F 
aken 


have learnt from the acts and writings of our anceſtors, who loved 
iberty, and underſtood it. 

Ninthly, Becauſe I am reſolved, whenever IT ſee danger boldly and 
independently, to the full extent of my ability, to diſcharge my duty to 


y King and Country, 
OXFORD and MORTIMER, 


be in 
ry and 
Jouſe, 
to the 


r this 
he ad- 
e that 
, tends 
nd 10- 


March 31 to April 10 incluſive, no debate; on which laſt day 
the Houſe adjourned to 


Monday, 24th April. 


The Duke of GRAFTON called the attention of the Houſe 
0 the ſtate of public affairs, which appeared to him to be alarm- 
Ing, the more ſo becauſe His Majeſty's Miniſters did not commu- 
icate it to their Lordſhips; there were three points on which 
e wiſhed to be informed in an authentic manner, and on which 
e had hitherto no information, except what appeared in newſpa- 


eſs to 
poor, 
argu- 


„ have 
empts 


which 


le, 

„ Ia pers, and what he had heard as mere rumour from his acquaint- 
J, and nee. The firſt was, that the Emperor had negotiated, or was ne- 
their 


gotiating, a ſeparate peace. The next was, that Ireland was in a 
ate of inſurrection in many parts of it; and the laſt was, that the 


nt re: e . : . . . 
nded; Neet at Portſmouth was in a ſtate in which no obedience was paid to 
triotic Nthe commands of the officers. Theſe were points of the moſt ſerious 


ted in Wimportance to this country, and he lamented moſt ſincerely that there 
vas not in the Houſe this day, after ſo conſiderable a receſs, one 
F'liniſter to give their Lordſhips information. He had entertained 
hopes, before he came to the Houſe, that, after what had happened, 
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- would be, that there was no foundation in any of the rumours upon 
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Miniſters would have adviſed His Majeſty to make a communicz. 7 
tion on all, or ſome of theſe important points. The moſt pleaſing 


either of the ſubjects: but if there was any foundation for any d 
them, their Lordſhips ought to be in poſſeſſion of ſome facts, an 
they ſhould be laid before them in ſuch an authentic manner, that 
they could regularly deliberate upon them, and proceed upon them 
in diſcharge of the duty they owed to the State. But by negleQing 
to give the neceſſary information in theſe important particulars, and 
in this critical time, Miniſters ſanctioned, as far as they could 
ſanction, the aſperſions which had been caſt on the dignity of the 
Houſe, and encouraged evil-diſpoſed perſons to repeat, that their 
Lordſhips met in that Houſe merely for the purpoſe of forming a 
Court, as it were, to enregiſter the decrees or edicts of the Exccu- 
tive Government: it was to refute ſuch ſlander that he wiſhed fe 
the information which he was now ſeeking. Should their Lord. 


ſhips ſuffer public affairs to be conducted by Miniſters as they p 
pleaſed, and permit them to withhold information, however im- WM... 
portant and neceſſary, as long as they pleaſed, that Houſe and ihn. 
proceedings would ſoon, he feared, fink into public contempt. He, + 
therefore could not help expreſſing a hope that ſome information 
would be given without delay upon theſe important ſubjects. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR ſaid, he did not queſtion th: 7 
fincerity of the noble Duke in defiring information upon the matters 
to which he had alluded, and which were certainly as important if” 
the noble Duke had ſtated them to be. He could not give all de 
information that was called for; but he could ſtate, that as to Ire- E 
land, he knew of nothing of any important nature that had ce. Y 
curred fince the laſt authentic account with which their Lordſhip . 
were already acquainted. That with reſpe to affairs on the Con- I 
tinent, a mail had, within a few hours of the moment he was ſpeak- * 

ing, arrived; the. contents of which their Lordſhips would readily 
fee, from the nature of the thing, he could not now be prepared to 
communicate to their Lordſhips in any way whatever; and the late T 
arrival of which was the cauſe of the abſence of His Majeſty's out 
Miniſters. With regard to the fleet at Portſmouth, he was happy He 
to have it in his power to ſay, that the ſailors had all of them tre · Mere 
turned to the regular and ordinary diſcharge of their duty; a com: s 
munication upon which ſubje& would ſoon be made to the Houle, Wuſe 
perhaps in the ſhape which the noble Duke himſelf deſired. at t 
After a few words from the Duke of GRAFTON upon the ne-Wtic 
ceſſity of a ſpeedy and ample communication, the Houſe proceededſÞve 
to private buſineſs, ry 
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Tueſday, April 25, to Saturday, April 29 incluſive, no debate. 
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Monday, I/ May. 


On the Uſher of the Black Rod appriſing the Houſe that a 
amber of the Members of the Houſe of Commons were aſſembled 
or a conference with their Lordſhips in the Painted Chamber, the 
ollowing Peers were then nominated as a deputation to confer with 
he Commons on the part of the Houſe : Lord Sydney, (the Chair- 
an), Hood, Elliot, Lyttleton, Auckland, Middleton, Walſingham, 
arl of Berkeley, and the Biſhop of Briftal. 

The conference took place in the Painted Chamber with the ac- 
uſtomed forms. The deputation from the Commons was headed 
y the Maſter of the Rolls, who read the reſolutions agreed to by 
hat Houſe reſpecting a plan for the more effectual promulgation of 
he ſtatutes. After which, he handed over the reſolutions to the 
hairman (Lord Sydney) for the conſideration of their Lordſhips. 
On the return of the deputation into the Houſe, Lord Sydney 
ated to their Lordſhips the proceeding that had juſt taken place. 
he reſolutions of the Commons were then read, and ordered to lie 
n the table. 


Tueſday, 2d May. 


Lord GRENVILLE brought a meſſage from His Majeſty 
milar to that ſent to the Houſe of Commons on the ſubject of the 
an to Ireland and his Imperial Majeſty. ¶ See the Proceedings of 
je Houſe of Commons of Saturday the 29th of April, 1797.] 
nad ce. Lordſhip ſaid, it was his intention to have delivered this 
völlig eſſage yeſterday, but he had come down too late. He moved 
« Con- the meſſage ſhould be taken into conſideration on Thurſday 
xt, Agreed to.—Adjourned. 


ion the 
matters 
tant 25 
all the 
to Ire- 


; ſpeak- 


dil 
ane p Wedneſday, 3d May. 


the late The Duke of BEDFORD requeſted to call the attention of the 
Lajeſtys {Mouſe to the Report of their Secret Committee. His Grace ob- 
s happy ved, that from the Houſe having adjourned on Friday laſt, at a 
em te: re early hour than uſual, he was not preſent when the Report 
a com- s made to the Houſe, He was very ſorry it ſo happened, be- 
; Houſe, Muſe he intended, at that time, to have informed their Lordſhips, 


at to the tenor of that Report he altogether objected, and was diſ- 
the ne · tient. He thought it therefore his duty to move for a day to 
roceeded We that Report taken into conſideration. It was not his wiſh to 


try the buſineſs, ſo as to create any inconvenience to Miniſters : * 
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af ſo extraordinary a nature, as had never yet been entered upon 
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and he would therefore move, that their Lordſhips ſhould be ſum. IM ant 
moned on this ſubject on Friday ſe'nnight. — Ordered. He 
The Duke of BEDFORD once more offered himſelf to the WM bri 
notice of the Houſe on a ſubject which he acknowledged to be ex. Ml it 
tremely delicate, but to which his duty to the Public obliged hin 
to pay attention. He meant, he ſaid, the proceedings which hal Ml pr 
lately taken place between the ſailors of the fleet at Portſmouth and Le 
the Lords of the Admiralty. If His Majeſty's Miniſters intended i fe! 
to bring forward any papers relative to that ſubject, he would be 
very ready to leave it in their hands. If they had not any ſuch ou 
intention, he ſhould certainly think it neceſſary to move for papen ha 
on that head, he 
Earl SPENCER fail, that he had it not in command from Hine 
Majeſty to make anv communication to the Houſe on that head, nol w: 
did he believe he ſhould have. | di 
Earl HOWE ſaid that his name had been very much mentioned 1n 
in this buſineſs, and in a manner which he did not think very rep ur 
table to his character. As the noble Duke had given notice tha 
he intended to bring this matter forward on a future day, he wou 
poſtpone going into, the buſineſs till the period of diſcuſſion arrived, 
though he had been to the Houle ſeveral times, with conſiderabl 
anxiety, to ſpeak on the ſubject, but without any proper opportunity 


of doing ſo. He, however, entreated their Lordſhips to be extremely ot 
cautious how they entered into any diſcuſſion on the ſubject. He 
begged them to confider that if they came to any reſolution, appro th 
ing of the demands of the ſailors, it would materially affect the fi m 
ture diſcipline of the fleet, by conveying an acquieſcence in the M 
conduct. Tf they difapproved of it by any reſolution, it would cc an 
vey to the ſeamen of the fleet an idea that the promiſes which ha fr 
been made to them were not meant to be performed. He wou fic 
however recommend, that all engagements made to them ſhould ſh ar 
punctually complied with. . 
The Duke of CLARENCE waved all idea of being conſider ſy 
to ſpeak in a political point of view; but as a profeſſional man, i lat 
deprecated a diſcuſſion of the ſubject. at 
Lord GRENVILLE was of the ſame opinion, and thought be 
great deal of miſchief might be the conſequence of a diſcuſſion, viii b. 
no poſſible good could reſult from it. wn 
The Duke of BEDFORD declared, that he did not wiſh V 
bring forward, or provoke any diſcuſſion which might in its con, ar 
quence be productive of any diſadvantage to the country. He cou * 
not, however, conſent that a matter of ſuch immenſe magnitude, a 2 
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annals of this country, ſhould paſs off without the notice of that 
Houſe. He was determined, therefore, on ſome future day, to 
bring forward a motion for papers on this ſubject, without prefacing 
it by any comment whatever. 

The Earl of CARLISLE affured the Houſe that he was im- 
preſſed with the higheſt reſpect for the great delicacy obſerved by 
Lord Howe in puting off what he had to ſay in juſtification of him- 
ſelf to the day on which the noble Duke ſhould bring the bufineſs 
before the Houſe ; and he was alſo fully ſenſible of the weight that 
ought to be paid to the profeſſional opinion of a high Perſonage who 
had ſpoken on the ſubje& (the Duke of Clarence.) He could not, 
however, avoid aſking the Houſc if a matter of this importance was 


never to be taken up? He by no means wiſhed to ſay whether this 


was the proper moment to diſcuſs it; but he aſſerted that it was the 
duty of their Lordſhips to inquire into the matter, and to inveſtigate 
in the moſt ſerious manner from what cauſes a proceeding fo —_— 
unprecedented in the Engliſh hiſtory had originated. 

Earl HOWE again deprecated a diſcuſſion of the ſubject, but 
ſaid his character had been ſo implicated, that he muſt take = firſt 
proper opportunity of defending it. 

Lord SYDNEY was of opinion that a diſcuſſion of the dubject 
would be wrong, as much evil might be the conſequence, and no 
one poſſible good could acerue from it. 

Earl HOWE again roſe and ſaid, that from what had fallen in 
the courſe of the debate, he perceived that this was the propereſt mo- 
ment for him to explain himſelf, and clear his character to the ſea- 
men and the public. In the early part of the month of February, 
and till the middle of March, while he was obliged to be at Bath 
from an ill ſtate of health, he had received ſeveral petitions from the 
fleet, which conveyed intelligence of there being great diſcontents 
among the ſeamen of the fleet, and demanded an increaſe of pay or 
wages. Theſe. petitions being all anonymous, he neither could an- 
ſwer them, nor did he think it neceſſary. However, in order to 
latisfy himſelf as far as poſſible on the ſubject, he wrote to an officer 
at Portſmouth, to-know if he thought any diſcontents prevailed on 
board the fleet, informing him at the ſame time of the petitions he 
had received. This officer anſwered his inquiries by an aſſurance 


that no diſcontents that he could hear of, prevailed in the fleet. 


When, however, his health would permit him, he came to town, 
and one of the Lords of the Admiralty happening the day after his 
arrival to call on him, he mentioned to him the petitions he had re- 
ceived, and requeſted him to make the proper inquiries, and to pay 
the neceſſary attention to the ſubject, His Lordſhip concluded by 
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M 

ſaying, that if he had any particular friend in the Houſe, he hoped 
he would evince his friendſhip by moving that his conduct might be e 
taken into conſideration, _ 
Lord GREN VILLE ſaid, that he believed every one of thei pet 
Lordſhips, and every man in the kingdom, was perfectly convinced t 
that His Lordſhip had aQed through a long lite, the part of a . no 
tuous and honourable ſupporter of the rights and intereſts of his col 


country. He once more deprecated any farther diſcuſſion of the 
ſubject, and moved to adjourn. — Adjourned. 


Thurſday, 4th May. 


The order of the day being read for taking His Majeſty's meſſage 
into conſideration, reſpecting granting a farther loan to the Emperor, 
and raiſing a ſum for the ſervice of Ireland, 

Lord GREN VILLE faid, that he ſhould only detain the Houſe 
for a few moments. Of the propricty of ſending 1, 5 00, oool. to 
Ircland in the preſent ſtate of affairs in that country, he ſuppoſed 
that none would be diſpoſed to doubt. The 1,600,0001. which 
had been already advanced for the ſervice of the Emperor, he alſo 
conceived that their Lordſhips could have no objections to make 

And when the preſent ſituation of Europe was conſidered, 


he was convinced that no meaſure could be adopted which would 
tend ſo effectually to promote that object as guaranteeing a loan for 
the ſervice of his Imperial Majeſty to the amount of 2, ooo, oool. 
more. He therefore propoſed an addreſs, which was the echo of 
the King's meſſage, and which was agreed to nem. diſſen.— 
Adjourned. | 


Friday, May 5, to Monday, May 8 incluſive, no debate. 


Tueſday, oth N. 0 


The order of the day for the ſecond reading of the loan bull 
being read, 

The Earl of SUFFOLK expreſſed a deſire to be informed by 
the noble Secretary of State, whether 1,500,0001. was meant to 
be ſent for the ſervice of Ireland? and, if that was the intention of 
the Executive Government, for what purpoſes that money was to 
be employed? If it was to be employed for purpoſes of coercion, 
he ſhould give his decided oppofition to the meaſure. At all events, 
the Houſe had a right, when money was to be ſent out of the king- 
dom, to know for what purpoſe the remittance was made. 
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Lord GRENVILLE replied in general terms, that when the 
relative ſituation of Ireland and of this country was conſidered, 
and when the defence of the ſiſter kingdom was viewed in its pro- 


to know what objection could be offered againſt it. He ſhould 
not, therefore, nter into a vindication of a meaſure to which he 
could not conceive that any reaſonable oppoſition could be made. 

The Earl of SUFFOLK replicd, that if the money was neceſ- 
fary for the defence of Ireland, there was no man who would have 
leſs objection to its being applied in that way than he had. But if, 
on the other hand, it was meant (which he ſtrongly ſuſpected) to 
aſſiſt in carrying through that ſyſtem of coercion upon which Mi- 
niſters were acting in that part of the empire, he ſhould be extremely 
ſorry to give his countenance to ſuch a meaſure. 

The Earl of MOIRA ſaid, that he belicved his noble friend 
{Lord Suffolk) miſconceived the nature of the advances which were 
meant to be made to the ſiſter kingdom. He underſtood that a 
ſum was to be raiſed in England for the ſervice of Ireland, the in- 
tereſt of which was to be provided for by Ireland, and which was 
to be diſpoſed of by the Government of that country. When Ire- 
land was mentioned, however, he could not refrain from repeating 
what he had ſaid on a former day, reſpecting the fatal ſyſtem of 
policy which Miniſters were purſuing in regard to that country. 
From the languid manner ir, which their Lordſhips ſeemed to at- 
end to what he ſaid on that occaſion, he concluded that they were 


{ opinion that this country had no intereſt in the concerns of 
Ireland. 


hat he conceived the very exiſtence of Great Britain to depend upon 
her connection with Ireland, he again called upon their Lordſhips 
ſeriouſly to conſider the tendency of the meaſures which Miniſters 
ad adopted, and were ſtill purſuing, in that country. He had no 
citation in declaring, that, if theſe meaſures were perſiſted in, and 
the ſame ſyſtem was continued, they hazarded a diſmemberment 
f the Britiſh empire; whereas, had the meaſures of conciliation 
cen adopted which he propoſed a ſhort time ago, he firmly believed 
hat things in that quarter would already have worn a much more 
romiſing aſpect. He did not know whether it was not already too 
ate; but if they perſevered much longer in the ſame line of policy, 


ominion of the Britiſh King, would be reduced to a ſituation in 
hich it would be cauſe to the Engliſh Government of continual 
iſtruſt, ſuſpicion, and alarm. He had not forgotten the circum- 


per light (for which this money was to be applied), he was at a loſs 
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As he was of a very different opinion, of an opinion ſo different . 


e ventured to predict that Ireland, if not wreſted from under the 
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ſtances by which we loſt America. The Americans, like the Iriſh, 
were firſt accuſed of being in a ſtate of rebellion. When they 
heard the accuſation, they were confounded by its injuſtice ; but 
they ſoon found that Miniſters were fo ſerious in preſſing it againf 
them, that if they did not actually realize it by becoming Rebels, 
they would have ſubjected themſelves to the puniſhment appropriate 
to the offence. What was the conſequence ? they roſe in arms, and 
the iſſue was too well known. He warned the King's Miniſters 


againſt a ſimilar event in Ireland; and if they were ſo ſhort-ſighted, 
ſo infatuated, as not to give wholeſome advice to His Majeſty upon 4 
the ſubject, he entreated their Lordſhips not to be ſilent when they * 
ſaw the moſt important intereſts of the country at ſtake, but to ad- 2 
viſe His Majeſty to employ ſuch conciliatory meaſures as might tend 
to attach his ſubjects in that part of his dominions to his perſon and Jon 


government. Had Miniſters, inſtead of acting upon a ſyſtem of f 
coercion, yielded to the demand, or, rather might he have aid, 
liſtened to the petitions of the Roman Catholics and Diſſenters in 
that kingdom, they would at this moment have been prepared to 
parry the greateſt dangers by which the country might be threatened, q 
and, inſtead of being under the neceſſity of ſending money for the 
ſervice of Ireland, they might have been deriving the moſt effec. 


tual means of national defence from that quarter. Whether it was i 
now too late to alter the ſyſtem of meaſures in that kingdom, he - 
could not take upon himſelf to ſay ; but if the ſame meaſures were 
COTS 3 rel 
purſued much longer, he was at no loſs to deliver it as his opinion, 0 


that they would be attended with the moſt calamitous effects that ö 
this country had ever known. IIe entreated their Lordſhips ſeri- 
ouſly to reflect, that the queſtion was not merely, whether Ireland 
was or was not to remain attached to the Britiſh Crown ? but, 
whether the Government of this country was to exiſt, or to be anni 
hilated ? for he ventured to affirm, that if Ireland was wreſted from T1 
under the dotninion of His Majeſty, the Government of Great Bri- 
tain would not ſurvive fix months. Ireland, if even it ſhould be 
deprived of the protection of this country, muſt neceſſarily league 
itſelf with another ſtate; and when deprived of this arm of ſtrength, 
he begged to know, whether we could make any effectual reſiſtance 1 
to an enemy already too powerful, with this new acceſſion of re: 
ſource? It was not, therefore, the honour and credit of the En- 
gliſn Crown which he called upon their Lordſhips to vindicate ; | 
was for their acres that he entreated them to conſult ; it was the ri 
Church eſtabliſhment, and the livings attached to it, which, he in- 1 
voked the reverend Prelates to defend. Under theſe impreſſion 11. 
he now took the liberty of repeating what he had formerly urge v 


— 
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convinced as he was that he ſhould have been deficient in the duty 
which he owed to his Sovereign and to his country, had he neg- 
jected the opportunity which was afforded him, by the mention of 
Ireland, of throwing out conſiderations which appeared to him to 
be of ſuch importance in the preſent ſtate of that unhappy and diſ- 
tracted country. 

The Earl of SUFFOLK faid, he had come down for the pur- 
poſe, not of bringing the ſtate of Ireland into diſcuſſion, but of 
aſking ſome very important queſtions upon a ſubject, perhaps, ſtill 
more alarming—to which, after the preſent motion was diſpoſed of, 
he hoped that he ſhould receive ſatisfactory anſwers from the noble 
Secretary of State. 

Lord GREN VILLE declared, that no warmth of declamation 
or violence of language ſhould provoke him to ſwerve from that 
line of conduct which he had adopted on the ſubject, in conſequence 
of cool deliberation and mature reflection. He thought that the 
diſcuſſion into which the noble Lord (Rawdon) had entered on a 
former day, and which on this day he had thought proper to renew, 
ould not be entertained without a breach of a ſolemn compact, and 
a direct infringement of the rights of the independent Legiſlature of 
Ireland: and fo far was he from thinking that the motion of the 
oble Lord, had it met with the approbation of the Houſe, would 
ave been attended with good effects, that he was fully convinced it 
ould have had a tendency directly oppoſite, and that the affairs of 
reland would have been in a much more alarming ſituation than 
ey were at preſent. 

The Duke of GRAFTON roſe, and contended, that the noble 
decretary, profeſſing to believe that the motion of the noble Earl 
xould have been accompanied with bad effects, was bound to ſhew 
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he meaſures upon which His Majeſty's Miniſters were now acting. 
t had unfortunately happened, that all the aſſurances and expecta- 
lons held out by the noble Secretary upon public affairs, had uni- 
ormly failed; and he was afraid that their eonduct, in reſpe& to 
reland, would add another inſtance to the long catalogue of miniſ- 
rial diſgraces and public diſappointments. 

Lord GREN VILLE profeſſed a readineſs at all times to meet 
ny diſcuſſion which any noble Lord might think proper to bring 
wrward, reſpecting the conduct of His Majeſty's Miniſters ; and 
xprefſed a conviction, that it would never ſuffer from a com- 


26-4 4 riſon with the mode in which their meaſures had been oppoſed. 
A Tue Duke of BEDFORD wiſhed to be informed what the 
1 " ble Secretary meant by the expreſſion, © a breach of a moſt ſolemn 
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compact? He wiſhed to know, whether the expreſſion was uſed in 
reference to any compact which His Majeſty's Miniſters had entere 
into, to ſend money to Ircland * 

Lord GREN VILLE replied, and faid, he was willing, for tl; 
information of his Grace, to explain himſelf. He juſtified the 
expreſſion he had uſed in relation to the late addreſs moved fur h 
the noble Earl (Moira) in that Houſe, being of opinion, that the 
Parliament of England had guaranteed the independence of the 
Parliament of Ireland, and that, therefore, an interference in the 
internal concerns of that country by the Britiſh Parliament would 
have been a violent infringement of a ſoleinn compact entered inty 

with the people of Ireland, and in its conſequences a moſt ruingy 
_ proceeding. 

The Earl of MOIRA declared, that he conſidered the explz 
nation of the noble Secretary of State to be little better than: 
childiſh excuſe for his oppoſition to a motion which had for its cb. 
ject the intereſts of the empire at large; and he could not but think 
that it was contrary to the gravity of that aſſembly, to ſmother quei 
tions of the greateſt magnitude, under ſhelter of the forms of the 
Houſe. To cruſh inquiries of the greateſt importance upon ſuck 
a pretext as this, was, in his opinion, pregnant with much mil. 
chief, 

Lord GRENVILLE replied, that whether the rejection of the 
noble Earl's propoſition was a chi evaſion, or not, it was whit 
that Houſe had determined in its wiſdom, after an ample debate; 
and in that deciſion, he, for one, thoroughly acquieſced. 

The Duke of BEDFORD aſſerted, that if it was a breach d 
compact to diſcuſs the ſituation of Ireland in the Britiſh Legiſs 
ture, it was equally a breach of compact in them to ſend money fat 
. the ſervice of Ireland. 

The bill was then read a ſecond time. 

A meſſage was reccived from the Commons, requeſting tht 
Lords to continue to fit till the Commons ſhould paſs and bring u 
the bill for an increaſe of pay, and increaſed allowance of provr 
ſions, to the ſeamen and marines on board the fleet. 

An anſwer was returned by the LORD CHANCELLOk, 
that their Lordſhips would comply with the requeſt of that Houſe. 

The Duke of BEDFORD ſaid, he had been requeſted to fiat 
that there were ſome clauſes in the bill for erecting the Surgeons into 
a College, which would prove injurious to the intereſts of the Cor- 
poration of Surgeons. To give them time for preparing and ſtating 
their objections, he would propoſe that the farther reading of the bil 
be poſtponed to Friday the 19th inſtant. Agreed to. 
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The Houſe afterwards waited for a conſiderable time, when the 


Commons brought up the bill for the augmentation of ſea- 
men's pay. 

The bill was read a firſt time. 

The queſtion being put on the ſecond reading of the bill, 

The Earl of SUFFOLK ſaid, he conceived this to be the ſtage 
of the bill on which it was proper for him to put the queſtions to 
the noble Secretary of State, which he had come down for the pur- 
poſe of aſking, with an anxiety bordering on diſtreſs. He wiſhed, 
in the ſirſt place, to know, why the bill now before the Houſe was 
not brought in a fortnight ago, and what were the cauſes of the delay 
which had taken place? 

Earl STRANGE the Duke of Athol), thinking that incalcula- 
ble miſchief might be the conſequence of any diſcuſſion taking place 
upon a ſubject of ſo great delicacy, roſe for the purpoſe of depreca- 
ting ſuch a diſcuſſion, and of exprefling a wiſh that the bill ſhould 
go through its ſeveral ſtages without any obſervations being made 
upon it. They had already experienced the fatal effects of the con- 
verſation which took place on a former evening having been miſre- 
preſented, and ſimilar effeAs might happen again from a ſimilar 
cauſe, He therefore intreated their Lordſhips to allow the bill to 
go as quickly as poſſible through its ſeveral ſtages, in the hope that, 
in conſequence of it, the deluded ſeamen would return to their duty, 
and reccive with gratitude this boon from ti;cir country. 

The Earl of SUFFOLK aſked, if miſrepreſentation was the 


cauſe of the recent calamities which they had to deplore, where that 


miſrepreſentation had originated? Tt was not on his fide of the 
Houſe, but on the other, and in conſequence of the concealment, if 
not of the duplicity of His Majeſty's Minifters. 

Earl STRANGE replied, that he did nut allude to any miſrepre- 
ſentation which had taken place in that Houſe, but to the miſrepre- 
ſentations of thoſe who were either incapable of diſcerning the mean- 
Ing of what patied, or who perverted it from an evil dclign. 

Lord GREN VILLE declared, that there was no ſpecies of invee- 
tive, however bitter, and no declamation, however irritating, which 
ſhould provoke him to depart from the duty which he owed to the 
public, by entering into a diſeuſſion which would highly injure the 
beſt intereſts of the country. He little expected to have heard of 
different ſides of the Houſe” on this night “ different ſides of the 
Houſe” on ſuch a queſtion ! On fuch an occaſion, it was the duty of 
their Lordſhips to act with unanimity, and to forget all queſtions of 
inferior moment. Under a firm conviction that the preſent diſiicul- 
ties under which they laboured, were entirely owing to a icandalous 
A 2 
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miſrepreſentation of what paſſed in that Houſe on a former evening, 
he ſhould not on the preſent evening give a ſecond opportunity for 
the ſame cauſe, to produce perhaps ſtill more calamitous effeAs. He 
ſhould thercfore fit down with an expreſſion of thanks to the noble 
Earl (Strange), for the judicious and manly way in which he had 
expreſſed his ſentiments upon the ſubject. 

The Duke of BEDFORD ſaid, he roſe for the purpoſe, not of 
introducing diſcuſſion upon the ſubject of the bill now before the 
Houſe, but of reſiſting the doctrine that their Lordſhips were bound 
to ſanction whatever His Majeſty's Miniſters thought proper to pro- 
poſe. He roſe for the purpoſe, not of giving an opportunity for 
miſrepreſentation, but to give His Majeſty's Miniſters an opportu- 
nity of doing away miſrepreſentation ; to give them an opportunity 
of amending their declaration, and of removing the miſconceptions 
to which it had given riſe. Diſcuſſion of the ſubject of the bill he 
thought improper ; explanation he thought neceſſary. He was not 
ſurprized, however, that diſcuſſion and explanation were equally ob- 
noxious to His Majeſty's Miniſters ; for ſecrecy alone could ſcreen 
their conduct from cenſure, and their characters from infamy. 
When any light was thrown upon their actions, it ſerved only to 
convict them of odious treachery, or the moſt ſhameful incapacity, 
He ſhould not now move for information upon the preſent ſubject; 
but be pledged himſelf to do it on a future day, when he had little 
doubt that Miniſters would be found to merit the heavieſt cenſure. 

Lord RAWDON (Earl of Moira) ſaid, that the queſtion put by 
his noble friend (Lord Suffolk) did not invite any diſcuſſion upon the 
ſubject of the bill now before the Houſe. His noble friend did not ob- 
ject to the bill; he only wiſhed to know the cauſe of the delay 
which had taken place in bringing it in. And in order to avoid 
giving any anſwer to this ſimple queſtion, the noble Secretary availed 
himſelf, as an excuſe, of a miſapprehenſion of ſomething, not which 
was ſaid, but of ſomething which was not ſaid on a former day. 
The country would not take this as an excuſe, he was ſure : and he 
hoped neither would their Lordſhips ſuſtain it. There was one 
conſequence of a ſerious nature to be expected from the filence of 
the noble Secretary if it was perſevered in, namely, that the delay 
would naturally be aſcribed to official neglet—a circumſtance which 
certainly would not tend much to conciliate the ſeamen, at leaf 
to thoſe who adminiſtered His Majeſty's Government. The ex- 
planation deſired went only to one fimple point, why the meaſure 
now adopted was not taken with greater expedition? and it was 
idle and childiſh to evade it. 

Lord SYDNEY deprecated all diſcuſſion, and Geert „if it 
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was proceeded in, to move that the Houſe ſhould be cleared. He 
objected alſo to the diſcuſſion as it was now conducted, as being con- 
trary to Parliamentary forms, and as tending to increaſe the delay fo 
much complained of. 

The Duke of GRAFTON ſaid, that he did not aſk too much 
when he aſked a confeſſion from their Lordſhips, that the preſent , 
was one of the greateſt calamities with which the country was ever 
afflicted, and that it roſe chiefly from procraſtination. If, then, theſe 
petitions were founded in truth, would any of His Majeſty's Miniſ- 
ters be hardy cnough to ſay that the country ought not to be informed 
of the cauſes of that procraſtination? When they were putting off 
the definitive ſettlement of the buſineſs from day to day, did they 
recolle& that the promiſe of the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty was 
given that His Majeſty's Royal word was pledged that the meaſure 
ſhould be carried into effet ? Had he been Firſt Lord of the Ad- 
miralty, he would not have been an hour from the elbow of the 
Miniſter till he had got his promiſe carried into execution; and 

the Miniſter, on his part, ought to have recollected, that His Ma- 
jeſty's moſt gracious order called upon him to take the ſpeedieſt 
ſteps for giving it effect. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR ſaid, that thoſe who were for 
entering into diſcuſſion at the preſent moment, partook in ſome de- 
gree of the criminality imputed to thoſe who were ſaid to be the au- 
thors of the delay. He appealed to the feelings of their Lordſhips 
to conſider, whilſt they were debating in that Houſe, what might be 
at preſent the ſituation of the fleet; to conſider, that while they 
were entering upon topics which might be agitated at a future day, 
and putting queſtions which might as well be anſwered to-morrow, 
the delay which was thereby occaſioned to the paſling of the bill 
might be putting in peril the lives of the beſt and braveſt men in 
the country. It was like ſtopping to inquire how a fire was kind- 
led before they employed the engines to extinguiſh it. The diſ- 
cuſſion of the ſubject was unavoidable : he only aſked a flag of 
truce for one night, and their Lordſhips' aſſent to the bill, that it 
might be paſſed, and ſent off to Portſmouth immediately. 

The Duke of GRAFTON having candidly admitted the ne- 
cellity of proceeding on the bill without diſcuſſion, 

The Duke of BEDFORD roſe, and ſtated to the Houſe, that 
he deſired to aſk another queſtion of Miniſters. His'Grace thought 
it neceflary to promiſe, that it was one which, if fairly anſwered, 
would completely put an end to all diſcuſſion whatever. The queſ- 
tion was, whether His Majeſty's Miniſters intended, and were really 
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endeavouring, to carry into execution all the promiſes made by th, 
Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty to the ſeamen ? 

rd GREN VILLE chought-it neceſſary to deny, in the mg} ine 
expreſs and poſitive terms, that he was in his official capacity bout 


to anſwer any queſtion that might be put to him, however unſe. a 
ſonably, by individuals. His Lordſhip felt that it was a dotrins * 
which could not be too forcibly ſtated to the Houſe, that His Mz. "3 
jeſty's Miniſters and Parliament ought both to be tried by their own pa 
acts, and not by any groſs and ſhameful miſrepreſentations that wor * 
maliciouſly fabricated to pervert the public mind, and prejudice j A 
againſt Government. It would be pcculiarly hard if Miniſter M 
were to be tried on the ground of anſwers extorted from them by 

queſtions induſtriouſiy and irregularly put, and then carefully con. "A 
veyed to the public thruuga diſorderly and unconititutional channels * 


though they were aequieſced in— he meant, the public newspaper, 
He appealed to the Houſe, whether he was not juſtified in itating, 


that the miſrepreſemtations, however great they were, with reſpect y "T1 
the preſent ſubject, were all owing to the indifcreet diſcuſſion which i0 
the noble Duke (the Duke of Bedford) had brought forward a fen | 

G pre 
nights ago. A 


The bill being read a ſecond and third time, and agreed to uns. 
nimouſly, * 
The Duke of BEDFORD once more offered himſelf to the 2 
tion of their Lordſhips. His Grace declared, that in order to alloy L. 
the bill which had juſt reccived their Lordſhips' aſſent, to paſs witl- 


fro 
out any farther diſcuſſion, and that no unjuſt imputation might be the 
made to him perſonally of procraſtinating what was on all ſides aden 
mitted to be ſo immediately neceſſary to the deareſt intereſts of the th 


country, he bad nor, as he was entitled to do, made any reply to ti}... 
charge brought forward againſt him by the noble Sceretary. A 
therefore the important buſineſs ſubmitted to the Houſe was final. 
agreed to, he hoped their Lordſhips would indulge him with fax- 
ing a few words on what dropped from the noble Secretary of State, 
reſpecting the charge made againſt him; and that indulgence lie 
particularly relied upon, as he had waved his right of reply whil 
the bill, which had been diſpoſed of, was ſtill under conſideration. 
He was very glad to find that the noble Lord had ſpoken out, and 
that he had been fo pointedly charged by that noble Lord with be 
ing the author of the calamities alluded to; for he could at leaft have 
an opportunity of clearing himſelf in the moſt ſatisfactory manne! 
from any imputations on that head. He had, indeed, heard | 
buzzed about by the dependents on Miniſters, that he had ben th: 
cauſe of theſe calamities; but the charge was at length for mall, * 
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avowed by the noble Lord himſelf. 
the candour of the Houſe, whether he had not, on the occaſion al. 
juded to, come forward and ſpoken with as much reſerve and cau- 
tion as the delicacy of the ſubject could poſſibly admit ? He would 
maintain, that in the proceeding cenſured by the noble Sceretary, he 
had done nothing but what his duty in Parliament required of him. 
He nad aſked Miniſters, if they intended to bring the ſubject before 


tion, from one of His Majeſty's Minifters, 
to communicate to the Houſe. 
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He would therefore appeal te 


Parliament; and the anſwer which he received to that plain queſ- 
was, that be had no plan 
[ Here the Duke of Bedford was 
interrupted by Lord Sydney, who ſpoke to order | 

Lord SYDNEY obſerved, that as the noble Duke alluded to the 
language of a noble Earl who was nor preſent (Spencer), and as he 
referred in his juſtification to what had paſſed in a former debate, 
he truſted the noble Duke would defer the ſubject till ſume future 
opportunity. 

The Earl of SUFFOLK faid, he required Miniſters to attend 
in their places. There could be no exeuſe for their abſence at the 
preſent eriſis for days; no, not even for hours. It appeared to 
him as an indication of their deſire to ſhrink from their duty. 

Lord GREN VILLE felt himſelf called upon to notice the ex- 
preſſions which had fallen from the ncble Earl who had ſpoken 
laſt, He was, for his own part, perfectly ſatisfied, that no noble 
Lord could accuſe him, even in the ſlighteſt reſpect, of ſhrinking 
from his duty. He begged leave to diſclaim the idea intimated by 
the noble Earl, that Minitters were bound at all times to be pre- 
ſent in their places in Parliament. He ſhould not heſitate to ſay, 
that with regard to his own conduct, it was abſolutely neceſſary for 
him to Joilge for himſelf of the time moſt proper tor his attendance 
to his duty in that Houſe, He alſo thought it requiſite to ſtate, 
that it was irregular for any individual Member to require, in a 
peremptory tone, the attendance of Miniſters ; for the uſual and 
conſtitutional mode was to proceed by ſummoning the Houſe. 

The Duke of BEDFORD explained, and contended that the 
noble Secretary ought not to have brought forward a charge ſo very 
ſerious in its nature without clear and ſpecific grounds. He ſhould 
however take an early opportunity of ſubmitting to the Houſe ſome. 
Propoſitions of an equally ſerious nature as the imputation made 
againſt him. 

The Houſe having agreed to adjourn at pleaſure, until His Ma- 
jeſty's commiſſion could be iſſued for giving his royal aſſent to the 
bill, the commiſſion was accordingly read at half an hour after eight 


delock; and the Speaker and Members of the Houſe of Commons 
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attending at the bar, the bill, with five other public and five privat: 
dills, received the royal aſſent. 

The Lords Commiſſioners were, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
the Lord Chancellor, the Duke of Portland, and the Earl of Li. 


verpool. 
Wedneſday, 10th May. No debate. 


Thurſday, 11th May. 
The Duke of BEDFORD roſe to ſtate, that he wiſhed to pof. 


pone the motion which he had given yotice he ſhould make to-mor. | 


row, relative to the Report of the Secret Committee, until a futur 
day; at the ſame time he did not wiſh that the order of ſummonz 
ſhould be diſcharged, as he might probably be induced to make 
ſome ſtatements and obſervations relative to the ſituation of the fleet 
at Portſmouth, in caſe no ſatisfactory information arrived in the 
mean time of the reſtoration of order and tranquillity. 


Friday, 1 2th May. 


The order of the day, for ſummoning their Lordſhips, being 
read, 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, that he yeſterday informed the 
Houſe, it was not his intention to bring forward this day the ſubjed 
of which he had formerly given notice, and for which their Lord- 
ſhips were ſummoned this day. He obſerved at that time that he 
did not wiſh to diſcharge the order for ſummoning their Lordfhips 
to-day on account of the anxiety of the public mind, and the hoye 
he entertained that ſomething might appear to relieve that anxiety. 
He was very anxious upon that ſubject, and therefore he came down 
every day, but he had not the good fortune to fee in their places 
thoſe Miniſters from whom he could expe& authentic information 
on a ſubject of the greateſt importance. Circumſtanced as out 
affairs were at this moment, he did think it would be extremely 
improper in him, and he would go fo far as to ſay, improper in any 
perſon, to bring forward any thing upon the ſubje& to which he had 
alluded, fince it might be detrimental to the public ſervice. Tha 
was a ſufficient reaſon for him to wave, for the preſent, the objee- 
tions he had to the conduct of His Majeſty's Miniſters. Not that 
he had abandoned ſuch objections; on the contrary, he ſhould per- 
' fiſt in them at the firſt period that ſhould appear to him not to be un- 
ſeaſonable. He was bound to do ſo in his own vindication, for he 

was conſiderably involved in the queſtion by the language that wa 
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nat Wh e by the noble Secretary of State on a former day. He ſhould, 


however, refrain for the preſent. He requeſted only that the Houſe 
would recollect, when he ſhould bring this matter forward, the rea- 
ſon he had aſſigned for declining it now; and he hoped he ſhould 
not then be told, ** the thing is blown over, and conſequently it is 
unfit to diſcuſs it.“ | 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, there could be no pledge entered 
into as to what arguments ſhould be urged before the Houſe at any 
future period. The Houſe muſt judge of the propriety of argu- 
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L. ments when they were ſubmitted to them. 
c The Duke of BEDFORD then faid, that the ſubject which he 
Uture X X 
amom ! vas to have brought forward to- day he ſhould ſubmit to their Lord- 
MW ſhips on Monday. He then moved, That the Lords be ſummoned 
or Monday, —Ordered 
e flee for Monday. —Ordered. 
2 Monday, 15% May. 
The Duke of BEDFORD reminded their Lordſhips that they 
were ſummoned on this day, to take under conſideration the Report 
bein of the Secret Committee which they had appointed to inquire into 
L 


the cauſes which produced the neceflity for iſſuing the order of the 
ed te HJ of February laſt, prohibiting the Bank from paying their notes 
ſubjed in ſpecie. It became incumbent upon their Lordſhips to take that 
* Report into conſideration, and to found ſome reſolutions upon it, as 
their Committee had not drawn any coneluſion from the evidence 
which was laid before them. As he was the perſon who had moved 
for the appointment of that Committee, he conſidered it as a duty 
which devolved upon him to propoſe theſe reſolutions. He la- 
ented, however, that the taſk had not fallen upon ſome other per- 
Jon, as he felt it to be both difficult and painful; he ſhould have 
telt it to be a labour of no inconſiderable difficulty to have called 
he attention of that Houſe to a ſubject of ſo extenſive and compli- 
ated a nature as that of the finances of the country; but that which 
would in any circumſtances have been difficult, was in the preſent 
nſtance rendered painful, by the conſideration, that if their Lord- 
ips did not expreſs a decided diſapprobation of the conduct which 
overnment had purſued in the buſineſs which was to be the ſub- 
ect of diſcuſſion, they would implicate the character of that Houſe, 
nd implicate the character of the Nation. After calling their at- 
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3 ention to the matter contained in the Report, he ſhould ſubmit | 

for he ertain reſolutions, founded upon the evidence which it contained, | 
150 was yhich he hoped would meet with the concurrence of the principal 


art of that Houſe. In what he had to advance he ſhould have 
Var. III. Y ; : ; 
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occaſion frequently to allude perſonally to the Chancellor of the E., 
chequer. He averred, that when one Member of any Adminiſirz. i 1 
tion acted in ſuch a manner as to merit the cenſure of Parliament 5 
all the Members of that Adminiſtration ought to be arraigned ; bu 
on the preſent occaſion he ſhould allude perſonally to the Chancelly 
of the Exchequer more frequently than to any of his colleagucs, be. 
cauſe his name occurred often upon the Report. But though EHu 
ſhould impute blame perſonally to him, he did not conſider hin 2 
as ſingly the object of cenſure ; for if his colleagues in office had nal + 
ſanctioned the meaſures which he had propoſed, he never wou 
have dared to carry them into practice. When he firſt read e ;+ 
Order of Council, aſeribing the drain of caſh from the Bank, whit 
rendered it neceſſary to prohibit the payment of their notes in ſpecie, BW th 
to an unfounded alarm of invaſion, he much doubted the truth fu 
the allegation. For it an unexpected run upon the Bank had bem tn 
occaſioned to that extent by the alarm of invaſion, it appeared ſtrang:W 1: 
to him that that run had not taken place at the opening of the ſellion Wt 
of Parliament, when danger of invaſion was fo ſtrongly ineulcati m 
upon the minds of the people; but if he was led to doubt of there 
truth of the allegation when the Order in Council firſt appeared, Hd, 
theſe doubts were ſtrengthened and confirmed when he found tha eo 
the Committee appointed by ballot to inquire into the cauſes which 
produced it, was compoſed not only of the known and zealous ſup 
porters of Adminiſtration, but of Members of that very Cabinz 
upon whoſe conduct they were appointed to decide. When be 
found this mockery of inquiry carried into practice in a caſe whers, 
if the meaſure which was to be inveſtigated was pronounced to have 
been injurious and impolitic, the authors of it would have been in. 
ſtantly impeached ; and when he recollected the various inſtances 
of incapacity and duplicity by which the preſent Adminiſtration wa 
marked, he conccived that the real cauſe of the Order in Council ws 
very different from the pretended one. Impreſſed with theſe ſents 
ments, he thought it his duty to move for another Committee, with 
more extended powers than thoſe with which the former Committe 
was inveſted. This His Majeſty's Miniſters did not think propet 
to deny; but the Committee was compoſed, as before, of their ow 
ſupporters, with à due proportion of the Members of the Cabinet 
He ſcarcely ſuppoſed that a Committee ſo tormed was likely to bring 
to light the true cauſes which produced the neceſſity of iſſuing the 
Order in Council. But on this point he was fortunately diſap- 
pointed, the Committee having had to examine men of the firſt te- 
ſpectability, all of whom coincided in ſentiment, and having had 
to inſpect written documents which left not even a ſhadow of doubt 
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reſpecting the inferences which ought to be drawn from them. The 
Miniſter's anſwers to the remonſtrances which were made to him in 
perſon by the Directors of the Bank were the only papers to the 
authenticity of which any objection could be offered. But theſe 
anſwers were taken in ſuch a way, as appeared from the evidence 
of Mr. Boſanquet, that no reaſonable doubt could be entertained 
that they came before the Committee in their true ſhape. In page 
29 of the Report they would find from this gentleman's evidenze, 
that the anſwers of the Chancellor of the Exchequer to the repre- 
ſentations of the Directors of the Bank were delivered verbally to 
the Governor and Deputy Governor, who reported the purport of 
them to a ſubſequent Court ; and that ſuch reports were minuted in 
the Bank book. Upon his being aſked, whether he believed that 
ſuch minutes contained an accurate ſtatement of what paſſed between 


| the Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank, and the Chancel- 


lor of the Exchequer ? he anſwered, he had no doubt but they did. 
Unto a queſtion, whether the purport of that minute was ſettled by 
the perſons deputed to attend the Chancellor of the Exchequer * he 
replied in the affirmative. His Grace did not feel it neceflary to 
dwell longer upon this ſubject, perſuaded as he was that no doubt 
could remain regarding their authenticity upon the mind of any man 
who was not diſpoſed to cavil in defiance of all probability. He 
had ſaid, that he was diſpoſed to doubt the truth of the matter con- 
tained in the Order of Council from the beginning. T hefe doubts 
were much confirmed by the inveſtigation of the Committee. And 
here he referred to the evidence of Mr. Giles (page 50 of the Re- 
dort,) in which it is ſtated that he had made frequent repreſentations, 
n the capacity of Governor of the Bank, to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, all of which tended to perſuade him of the danger to 
he Bank from che diminution of its ſpecie, in conſequence of foreign 
emittances and advances to Government. He next adverted to 
he evidence of Mr. Raikes, (page 56 in the Report,) in which he 
ates that he has had conferences with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
hequer, as Deputy Governor of the Bank, in which repreſenta- 
ions were made to him on the ſubject of foreign loans, or remit- 
ances ; and on the danger of continuing the advances made by the 
bank to Government, and the times at which theſe repreſentations 


{ the Report) ſtates, that if the advances of the Bank to Govern- 

ent had been paid off, or greatly diminiſhed, it would have ena- 

led the Bank to regulate at their diſcretion the amount of their 

tes in circulation, and would have diminiſhed, in ſome degree, the 

cetlity to, iſſuing the Order of Council; he concluded from the 
S.-3 


ere made, he particularly mentions. Mr. Boſanquet (in page 34 
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anſwers of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that no doubt could 
be entertained that he was fully aware of the apprehenfions of the cf 
Bank Directors, ariſing from the frequent advances which were pay 
made to Government, and that by perſiſting in the ſame line of cor 
conduct contrary to their remonſtances, he ruthed into the danger 
which they foreſaw, and againſt which he was warned. He next 
called the attention of their Lordſhips to a paper annexed to the 
Report, entitled a Summary of the Chief Points which Had occurred 
to the Committee in the courſe of their inquiry. How this paper 
came to be called a Summary he knew not; for no one who read it, 
after peruſing the Report, could confider it as conveying the ſub- 
ſtance of that Report. To ſay that he diſagreed with many parts 
of this paper, was a feeble term to expreſs the diſapprobation which 
he felt at it: it abounded in groſs miſrepreſentations of the truth, 
in ſhameful attempts to conceal what ought to be known to the 
Houſe, and in aſſertions which were not warranted by fact. By 
the ſlighteſt attention to the paper to which he alluded, he was con- 
vinced that their Lordſhips would agree with him in theſe poſitions, 
It began with ſtating the amount of circulation in the kingdom; 
this opened a wide field, and whether it was neceſſary for the Com- 
Mittee to enter into it he could not pretend to ſay ; but if an account 
was to be given of the circulation, it ſhould have been given accu- 
rately, and ſtated as it came out in evidence. As it was contended, 
however, in this paper, that the difficulties of the Bank were owing 
in ſome degree to a ſcarcity of circulating medium, it was not ſui— 
priſing that they endeavoured to keep part of the means of circula- 
tion in the back ground. Hence it was denied that bills of ex- Had 
change were applicable to the purpoſes of circulation. © Inland Win 
bills of exchange (ſay the authors of this paper) are thought by many ture 
to be a part of the circulation of the kingdom. They are not ſtrictly 
ſo in the ſame ſenſe, as the two ſorts of paper before mentioned, 
namely, notes of the Bank of England, and bills of country 
bankers.” That bills of exchange could not anſwer all the pu- ta 
poſes of caſh, was pretty notorious; but he referred to Mr. Thom er 
ton's evidence upon the ſubje (in page 7 1 of the Report), where he 
ſtates his opinion to the following effect In calling bills of ex- 
change a means of circulation, I do not conſider them as equally iv 
with the other two articles I have mentioned (coin and notes pays 
ble on demand), fince they oſtenſibly ſerve the purpoſe of aſcertaining 
debts between buyer and ſeller, and of pledging the accepter to 1 
punctual payment, and are often created chiefly with that view, and 
are uſed but ſparingly, and occafionally as a means of circulation 


I conceive that the number of bills of exchange, which may happe 
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ould What any time to exiſt, bears no neceſſary proportion to the magnitude 


f the che exiſting trade, although I conceive that the uſe of them in 
were payment does bear a pretty regular proportion to the quantity of 


ommerce. For inſtance, at Liverpool and Mancheſter, all pay- 
ments are made either in coin or in bills of exchange.” Now, 
when he conſidered that bills of exchange were the chief means of 
circulation in theſe two great manufacturing towns, and that they 
bore a regular proportion to the quantity of commerce, he could 
hardly agree with the opinion advanced in the paper annexed to the 
eport, that they were not a part of the circulation of the kingdom, 
ſtrictly ſo underſtood. A diſcuſſion of this queſtion would lead 
im into too wide a field, particularly upon the preſent occaſion, 
when he wiſhed to draw the attention of their Lordſhips rather to 
truth, Was than to ſpeculative opinions. Among the various cauſes which 
to the Nad produced the ſcarcity of caſh in the Bank, which he thought 

By Was ſcarcely worth the attention of that Houſe, and which he ſhould 
s con- not have ſuppoſed that the Committee could have gravely ſtated, 
itions, namely, the diminiſhed number of bills of incloſure ſince the war, 
dom; there was a paper bound up in the Report, giving a comparative ſtate- 
Com- ment of the number of bills of incloſure before and fince the com- 
ccount {Wmencement of the war, from which it appears that they have in- 
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accu · {creaſed very conſiderably in number ſince the war began. They 
ended, would find, however, that the ſame thing happened during the 
owing American war in pretty nearly the ſarne proportion; the only infer- 
ot ſur- ence, therefore, that could be drawn was, that it was one of the 
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onſequences of the war, which the Committee would have ſeen, 
ad they called for the account for the laſt twenty inſtead of the laſt 
nine years. He came now to a ſubject of a much more ſerious na- 
ure, He had ſaid before, that things were ſtated as facts in this 
paper which were not warranted by the evidence given before the 
Committee, and contained in the Report. How to account for the 


at a loſs. In page 252, they found that all the remittances made 
tor the ſervices of the war in the Weſt Indies, on the Continent of 
urope, in the iſland of Corſica, and other diſtant parts of the 


; of ex- orld, amounted during the four laſt years to 33,510,779]. ; that 
ually one ſums expended on the European Continent, diſtinguiſhed from 
s pays · ¶hoſe expended in other diftant parts of the world, during the ſaid 
rtainig our years, including the Imperial loan, and the advances made to 
ter to! he Emperor, amounted to 14,988, 4221.; and, laſtly, that the 
ew, andWums paid for all forts of military ſervices on the Continent, du- 
2ulation-F'ng the war ending in 1763, amounted to 20,626,9971. He had 
happeuo remark, in the firſt place, upon this ſtatement, that if the authors 


rols misſtatement which he was about to mention, he was utterly 
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of the Report meant to compare the expences of the preſent wy 
upon the Continent with thoſe of the war ending in 1763, the 
number of years ought to have been marked, and then their Lord. 
ſhips would have found that there had been expended in the fou 
years of the preſent war almoſt as much as had been expended in 
eight years of the former war; for it is to be recollected that there 
is one million to be deducted from the 20,000,000. of cxpence 
incurred in the war of 1763, for the winding up of the accounts 
which fill remain as a charge to be defrayed at the concluſion d 
the preſent war. This was not all: he begged their Lord(hips 
particularly to remark, that in the account of our Continental ex. 
pences during the preſent war, the ſums advanced to the Emperd 
are ſaid to be included. It fo happened, however, that the account 
was accurate only by leaving out the words including the Imperial 
loan and the advances made to the Emperor.” Theſe ſums ap. 
peared in the title, but were excluded from the body of the account, 
ſo that in fact there was an error in the total ſum of 5,500,000). ur 
For an error ſo palpable and groſs he knew not how to account. If Won: 
it was committed for the purpoſe of deceiving their Lordfhips, and In 
deluding the country, he ſhould feel the ſtrongeſt indignation at thoſe fin 
who had been the authors of an inſult ſo unpardonable to the good 
ſenſe of that Houſe and of the Nation. If, on the other hand, the Nor 
account was made out according to the beſt ability of thoſe by whom Meer 
it had been prepared, what was he to think of the wretched inca- ſto 
pacity of thoſe who, prefiding over the affairs of a mighty empire, Mer 
had not the ability to make out a plain account? He left it to 
their Lordſhips to decide whether the error originated in intention 
or in ignorance ; but to one or other of theſe cauſes it muſt be 
imputed. The next point to which he called the attention of the 
Houſe, was the ſtate of our exports and imports, upon which great 
ſtreſs had been laid by the Committee. He reminded their Lord- 
ſhips, that in the laſt years of the American war, the exceſs of 
the exports above the imports of the country were averaged at 
6,000,000]. As this exccſs was a natural concomitant in war, 
he cautioned the Houſe how they acceded to the inference that was 
drawn from it. Upon this part of what is called the Summary of 
the Report, he had another obſervation to make not very favourable 
to the ingenuouſneſs of thoſe by whom it had been drawn up ; but 
having found out an error ſo groſs in a former ſtatement, he might, 
perhaps, be led by this detection to impute to them an intention to Hut 
deceive where there was none. He found that the additional cx- 
pence of naval ſtores, which certainly was conſiderably increaſed in Nau 
time of war, is ſtated to have rendered the balance of commerce Wea 
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leſs favourable to the country. But it ought to have been men- 
tioned on the other fide of the account, that this very circumſtance 
increaſed the exceſs of our exports over our imports. The ſhock 
which public credit had ſuſtained on the preſent occafion was com- 
pared to the ſtate of the country in 1763, when a fimilar ſhock was 
felt, occaſioned by the extenſion of commerce, immediately upon the 
return of peace. But he would aſk, whether the country was in 
the ſame circumſtances now as it was then, and whether a calamity 
befalling us in time of war could be aſcribed to the ſame cauſe with 
d(lips a difficulty ſpringing from the concluſion of a peace? Beſides miſ- 
al eu. Nrepreſentation and perverſion of fads, he had aſſerted, that in the paper 
aperce annexed to the Report, there was concealment of material parts of 
count che evidence; and here he begged to put one ſimple queſtion to 
peru WWtheir Lordſhips — If they had defired their Committee to lay before 
is ap. em a ſummary of the evidence, as it occurred in the courſe of 
count, {their inquiry? Perhaps in ſtrictneſs they might have expected a 
oo. ſummary of every part of that evidence; but, if they excuſed the 
it. If {Womiſſion of any part, would it be the molt material and important? 
s, and n the Summary, however, now before them, he was ſurpriſed to 
t thok {find the moſt material parts of the evidence entirely omitted, 
e good {Inamely, the correſpondence which took place between the Chancel- 
d, the Nor of the Exchequer and the Directors of the Bank upon the dan- 
whom ger which would reſult from his perſevering in making remittances 
| inca- o foreign powers, and their continuing to make advances to Go- 
mpire, Nrernment. To the evidence upon this ſubject the authors of the 
ft it to {Wummary merely refer, without attempting to give the ſubſtance of 
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tention t. It would have been difficult, indeed, to have given a ſummary 
1uſt be f theſe conferences and this correſpondence ; for it is impoſſible to 
of the {Wxpunge one ſentence they contain without expunging a charge againſt 
1 great {he Miniſter, It was to this part of the Report, however, to which 
Lord- Ne begged leave to call the particular attention of the Houſe, as it 
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as upon this branch of it that he meant to found his reſolutions. 
n the Summary of the Report Mr. Elliſon is repreſented as aſerib- 
ng the ſtoppage of the Newcaſtle banks to a local alarm, ſimilar, 
$ ſtated by that gentleman, to that in 1793. Now it was to be 
ſerved, that Mr Elliſon, in his evidence (as appears in page 88 
f the Report) repreſented the alarm of 1793 as originating in the 
toppage of the banks; fo that if the preſent alarm was ſimilar to 
hat of 1793, it was the effect, and not the cauſe of the ſhock that 
Jublic credit had ſuſtained. In his Grace's opinion, that ſhock had 
een produced, not by alarms, but by a combination of different 
auſes, many of which had exiſted for ſome time back. Upon this 
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art of the ſubject he regretted that ſome papers, containing ſtate- 
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ments of the quantity of caſh in the Bank at different periods, 
which were laid before the Committee, had not been publiſhed in 
their Report. Upon the queſtion of the propriety of publiſhing 
them after what had happened, he was clearly of opinion that the 
greater publicity there was given to the affairs of the Bank the bet. 
ter; for wherever there was concealments, there would be ſuſpicion, 
In the preſent circumſtances he the more regretted that theſe papers 
were not publiſhed, becauſe he could have ſhewn from them that 
the ſtatements contained in the Reports were falſe. In the Report 
the caſn of the Bank was ſaid to be higher in June than in March, 
and the preateſt drain was repreſented to have taken place in March 
and June. But if theſe papers had been before the Houſe, he 
would have had no difficuliy in ſhewing that a very ſerious drain 
commenced as early as June, 1795 ; though the Committee did 
not ſtate it as commencing till September in that year. How they 
made out their ſtatement, he knew not. His Grace next adverted 
to the evidence of Mr. Thornton and Mr. Boyd. He had nothing 
to ſay againſt the credit of thoſe gentlemen ; but without calling in 
queſtion their veracity, he might be permitted to doubt the truth dl 
their ſpeculative opinions, the more ſo, as he found that they doubted 
the truth of them themſelves. He found Mr. Boyd dealing in 
opinions, which. certainly were not new, which were much in vogue 
in France at the beginning of the Revolution, and which at that time 
were reprobated by the King's Miniſters as leading to inevitable ruin, 
The ſubſtance of Mr. Boyd's and Mr. Thornton's opinions was, 
that the difficulties which the commercial world had experienced, 
and the ſhock which public credit had ſuſtained, aroſe from the Bank 
not extending their diſcounts. To the theories of theſe gentlemen 
he oppoſed the ſentiments of Mr. Adam Smith. Here he again 
had to complain of the authors of the Report for endeavouring to 
miſlead. One would naturally conclude from the Report, that the 
facts it contained related to the ſtate of the country at the time the 
Order of Council was ifſued, as there was nothing upon the face of 
the Report to excite a ſuſpicion that it was otherways. He thought 
it his duty to ſtate, however, that the facts there recorded, related 
not to the time at which the Order of Council was iſſued, but to the 
period at which the witneſſes were examined. The reduction of 
the paper in circulation amounted to only one-eighth from the quan- 
tity afloat in 1795: but even ſuppoſing that the decreaſe had been 
greater, he could not perceive how a decreaſe of notes could produce 
a decreaſe of caſh, though he could eaſily perceive that a decreaſe 
of caſh might produce a decreaſe of notes. Mr. Thornton faid, 
that it was the ſame thing to the mercantile world whether ad vances 
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were made by the Bank to the Merchants or to Government; and 
that it was only from a ſuperficial view of things that the Mer- 
chants formed a different coneluſion. His Grace, for one, was 
willing to partake in the error of the Merchants; for if he wanted 
money to carry on his trade, he conecived it would be very little 
comfort to him to be told that the Bank were about to lend a million 
to Government. He found alſo that theſe gentlemen contradicted 
their own opinion in what they afterwards advanced reſpecting the 
unwillingneſs of private bankers to diſcount the bills of individuals 
when money was at a high rate of intereſt. He found alſo, that 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, if ever he had been a convert ta 
their opinion, had now abandoned it, ſince he was for repaying the 
Dank the advances they had made to Government, with a view, no 
doubt, to relieve it ſrom its preſent difficulties. This meaſure was 
an acknowledgement that the repayment of rheſe advances at an 
earlier period would have averted the calamities which have re- 
cently befallen it ; for it was not to be ſuppoſed that any meaſure 
could retrieve it when ruined, which would not have ſaved it from 
ruin, if adopted in time. The noble Duke next adverted to a 
paſſage in the Report (page 266 of the Report,) in which he ſaid an 
inſinuation, founded upon the ſpeculative opinions of Mr. Boyd and 
Mr. Thornton, had been attempted to be thrown upon the conduct 
of the Bank Directors; an inſinuation which he did not believe to 
have been in the rough ſketch of the Report, but which had crept 
into it in its more poliſhed form. Having repelled this inſinuation, 
he called the attention of their Lordſhips to a paper drawn up by 
Mr. Winthrop, a Bank Director, containing much ſound ſenſe, 
and upon which, it was certainly infinitely more creditable to act, 
than the airy theory of ifſuing notes to an indefinite extent, which 
would have been produQive of tenfold greater evils than thoſe 
Fhich before exiſted. The only other part of the Report which 
remained for him to notice, was that toward the concluſion, reſpect- 
ing alarm; ſo convinced were the Committee, that the neceſſity 
which produced the Order of Council, had nothing to do witN 
alarm as its cauſe, that they never mention it to the concluſion of 
the Report. Indeed it wculd not have been perfectly conſonant 
nich the theory which runs through that Report, to have aſcribed 
the evil to alarm as its cauſe ; for however much an ill-grounded 
alarm might tend to remove caſh from circulation, it could not nar- 
row the circulation of Bank notes, which the theoriſts deſcribed as 
the only evil in exiſtence. The noble Duke then proceeded to 
ſtate the ſubſtance of the reſolutions which he meant to propoſe, 
founded upon the correſpondence which had taken place between 
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the Bank Directors and the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; the condudl 
tendency of which, on the part of the Bank, was to procure re- pay. and friv 
ment of the advances made by them to Government, ftating ait from th 
the danger which might reſult to the Bank from Government per. ſhew by 
fiſting it its demand for new advances, without diſcharging any pan violatin 
of its paſt arrears; and on the part of the Chancellor of the Exche. the peo] 
quer to procure new advances from the Bank, by holding out v hold, 
them promiſes of repayment which were no ſooner made than vis. of inder 
lated. His Grace went through the different parts of this corteſ. ventual 
pondence, commenting upon the reſolutions of the Bank DireQon, en th 
and the anſwers made to them by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, WW"> the 
He particularly adverted to the reſolution of the Court of Diredm ¶ Nuted to 
of the 11th of February, 1796, and Mr. Pitt's anſwer to it of tha of the x 
date, in which he poſitively promiſes not to make any farther loan urred t 
or advance to the Emperor, without previouſly conſulting the Bank, untty 
while, at that very moment, he was ſending money abroad for ti" their 
ſervice of his Imperial Majeſty, without the authority of Parliz ledge th 
ment. On the 3oth of July a reſolution was paſſed by the Compton. 
of Directors, reminding the Chancellor of the Exchequer of hi nd the 
former and repeated promiſe to reduce their advances as ſpeedily a egardle 
poſſible, and determining for the future to refuſe payment of al hat he 
Treaſury bills beyond the ſum of 500,0001. Although that vu whe 
about the time fixed for the meeting of Parliament, the Miniſit boſe de 


perſiſted in concealing from the public the real ſtate of their finances = 
And when Parliament was convened, inſtead of plainly communi. _— 
[ e A 


cating to the Legiſlature the pecuniary embarraſſments of the coun- 
try, he put into the mouth of His Majeſty an expreſſion of fatisfac 
tion that the temporary embarraſſments which had been felt wen 
no longer in exiſtence, and that the extent and ſolidity of the re 
ſources of the nation had triumphed over all the difficulties to which, 
for a period, they had been ſubjected. It was curious alſo to re 
mark the excuſes which were made by the Chancellor of the Exche 
quer for the violation of his engagement ; he firſt forgets his pro 
miſe ; then thoſe under him do not obey his orders; a third time It 
is obliged to go to Cambridge ; and laſt of all the Bank gave hin 
too ſhort notice. With reſpect to the conduct of the Bank Dire: 
tors, his Grace thought them culpable in not coming to Parliamenk 
and laying before the Legiſlature the means which the Chancellor d 
the Exchequer took to procure money from them. They had done 
every thing, however, which, according to their conceptions, th 
could do with propriety. The Duke of Bedford concluded by af 
pealing to their Lordſhips, as the perſons who were to decide, whe 
ther they ſhould paſs a cenſure upon the unprincipled and corrup 
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conduct of Miniſters, or whether they ſhould attempt, and a vain 
and frivolous attempt he aſſured them it would be, to ſcreen them 
from the juſt condemnation which awaited them. If they did not 
ſhew by their vote that a weak and incapable Adminiſtration, after 
violating every principle of rectitude, and outraging the rights of 
the people, could not eſcape the juſt puniſhment of their crimes, 
by holding out the rewards of corruption as a bribe for the purchaſe 
f indemnity, they would be participating in their guilt, and would 
ventually ſhare in their diſgrace. If they paſſed a vote of cenſure 
pon the ruinous and deſtructive plans which they had been purſu- 
ng, the ſupport which they had hitherto given them might be im- 
uted to error; but if they perſiſted in lending ſupport in defiance 
ff the plaineſt proofs of criminality, error would no longer be re- 
urred to as a plea of defence. He called upon them to ſhew the 
duntry and the world, whether they had one ſpark of Britiſh ſpirit 
n their boſoms; whether they were virtuous enough to acknow- 
ledge their faults, and brave enough to ſhake off the fetters of cor- 
uption. He invoked them to ſhew that they had their children 
Ind their poſterity in their contemplation, and that they were not 
egardleſs of every thing beyond the paſſing hour. He was aware 
hat he might be accuſed of overſtepping the bounds of moderation; 
but when he reflected on the character of the preſent Adminiſtration, 
boſe deſpoilers of our fortunes ! thoſe oppreſſors of the poor! thoſe 


„ plunderers of the rich! when he ſaw ſome of the greateſt and moſt 
oi erful individuals in the kingdom, become the deſpicable agents, 
venal partiſans of a corrupt and deſperate faction, he could not 
„at cold-blooded patience — he had no claim to apathy. If they 
bought that they could reſtrain public opinion by chains and fetters, 
ey were miſerably miſtaken. They might attempt to ſtop the 


urrent of the tide, but he warned them that a HWiſterous wind 
Ight ariſe which would drive it beyond its banks, and deluge all 
wound. They were called upon by the imperious voice of awful 


Ne 
ond threatening events to rouſe from their ſupineneſs, to awake 
om their torpid fate of lethargy. He truſted that there were none 


a that Houſe who diſtruſted the loyalty of the people of this ooun- 
fy ; but he reminded them that Engliſhmen were born to be free, 
and muſt be free. If the Government, therefore, wiſhed to pre- 
erve its authority, it muſt be by reigning not over the will, but in 
he hearts of the nation. His Grace fat down, having moved the 


erent of the following reſolutions : <- 

at I. “ That it appears to this Houſe, that ſubſequent to the month 
ne? June, 1795, and during the year, 1796, a great diminution was 
u perienced in the ſpecie of the Bank of England. 
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2. (c That the Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank 7. 
did, at various times, repreſent to the Chancellor of the Exchequer Wl Bank of 


the danger to the Bank, from the diminution of its ſpecie, particy, 
larly at the following periods : 

1 ith December, 1794, 

roth October, 1795, 

23d OQober, 1 1795, 

18th November, 1795, 

3d December, 1795, 

I 5th and 16th January, 1796, 
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bills of exchange drawn on the Treaſury from abroad. 


28th January, 1796, be. 
Ith and 8th February, 1796, which 
I1th February, 1796, which 
| 8th, Toth, and 21ſt February, 1797. they ha 
Y That it appears, that during theſe periods the Directors of Wl from tl 
the Bank frequently remonſtrated with the Chancellor of the Ex. ſuch ac 
chequer on the nagnitude of their advances to Government, anxiouſly Wl at the 
requiring payment, or a conſiderable reduction of the ſame ; but che 1ſt 
that nevertheleſs the Chancellor of the Exchequer not only neg. ¶ to the: 
lected to comply with the object of thoſe remonſtrances, but uſually, ¶ advanc 
under pretence of the neceility of the public ſervice, renewed his 9. 
demands for farther aid; and that under the exigency of the caſe, ¶ various 
as ſtated to them by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Dirce. Ml the Cl 
tors of the Bank were, from time to time, induced to conſent u and re; 
farther accommodation. the Pu 
4. That it appears that the Chancellor of the Exchequer fre- ¶ ble at 
- quently ſolicited fuch farther accommodation in the moſt anxious lf be ©. 
and preſſing terms; declaring, that it was impoſſible to avoid the WI not w: 
moſt ſerious- embarnaſmchts to the public ſervice, unleſs the Dank 10 
Directors afforded the aſſiſtance he required. did, at 
5. That it appears, that although by theſe means the Direc- Wl vances 
tors of the Bank were induced to comply with his demands, they to arr: 
generally expreſſed their reluctance in ſtrong language; and that | nevert 
they at laſt, that is to ſay, on the 28th of July, 1796, thought it WI advan 
neceſſary for their own juſtification, to requeſt the Chancellor of te amour 
Exchequer to lay before His Majeſty's Cabinet, their moſt ſerious 11 
and ſolemn remonſtrance ; in which they declare, that “ ſenſible I a muc 
of the alarming and dangerous ſtate of public credit, nothing could IM wars 
induce them to comply with the demand then made upon them, ¶ fince « 
but the dread that this refuſal might be productive of a greater evil. I 2 
6.“ That it appears, that during the above period, a conſider- ¶ early 
able portion of the Bank advances was occaſioned by payments of ¶ the ye 
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7, © Tirat it appears, that it had ſeldom been the cuſtom of the 
Bank of England to advance, on the account of ſuch bills, more 
than from 20,0001. to 30,0001. ; and that even during the Ame- 
nean war, ſuch bills never exceeded at any one time the ſum of 
150, oool., the wiſdom of our anceſtors having foreſeen and pro- 
vided againſt the miſciticf of ſimilar advances, by a clauſe in an act 
paſſed in the 5th year of William and Mary, by which the Go- 
vernor and Company of the Bank of England were reſtrained from 
advancing any ſums of money, other than on ſuch Funds on which 
a credit is granted by Parliament. 

8. That it appears, that from and after the year 1793, at 
which time an act of Parliament pafled, containing a clauſe, by 
which the Directors of the Bank are indemnified for the advances 
they had made on bills drawn from abroad, and exempted in future 
from the penaltics of the ſaid act of William and Mary reſpecting 
ſuch advances to Government, the amount of Treaſury bills paid 


at the Bank continued progreſſively to increaſe ; and that between- 


the 1 of January 1795, and the 25th of February 1797, ſums 
to the amount of upwards of 15,000,000]. were at different periods 
advanced to Government upon this head, 

os That it appears, that the Directors of the Bank did, at 
various times during the years 1795, 1796, and 1797, apply to 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer for repayment of ſuch advances, 
and repreſent to him the ruinous conſcquenees to themſelves and to 
the Public, of continuing the ſyſtem of making Treaſury bills paya- 
ble at the Bank : and that they even declared they conceived it to 
be © an unconſtitutional mode of raifing money, and what they were 
not warranted by their Charter to conſent to.“ 

10. That it appears, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
did, at various times in that period, undertake to reduce the ad- 
vances on that head within the ſum of 50, oool., and likewiſe fo 
to arrange his payments as to put an end to the account, but that 
nevertheleſs the ſaid promiſes never were kept by him, and that the 
advances on Treaſury bills, on the 28th of February, 1797, 
amounted to 1,019,0491, 

11. „That it appears to this Houſe, that foreign remittances to 

a much larger amount than ever were known in the moſt expenſive 

wars in which this country has been involved, have taken place 

lince the year 1793. 

12. That the extent of ſuch remittances occafioned, at fo 

early a period as the end of the year 1794, and the beginning of 
c year 1795, great alarm in the minds of the Directors, which 


they at various periods communicated to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
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chequer ; and that on the 3d of December, 1795, the Court of 
Directors, under the apprehenſion that it was intended to grant a 
farther Loan to the Emperor, came to a reſolution, by which they 
declared their unanimous opinion, that ſhould ſuch a loan take place 
it would be moſt fatal in its conſequences to the Bank of Englang, 
& That they communicated ſuch reſolution to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, who aſſured them he ſhould lay aſide all thoughts 
of it, unleſs the ſituation of things relative to the Bank ſhould ſo 
alter as to render ſuch a loan of no importance or inconvenience to 
them.” 

I3. © That on the 5th of February, 1796, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, after ſtating, in converſation with the Governor and 
Deputations from the Bank of England, his opinion of the neceſlity 
of farther aſſiſting the Emperor, promiſed to take no ſtep in that 
buſineſs without previouſly communicating to them his intention. 

14. That on the 11th of February, 1796, the Directors of 
the Bank paſſed unanimouſly the following reſolution : 

& Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Court, founded upon 
the experience of the effects of the late Imperial loan, that if any 
farther loan, or advance of money, to the Emperor, or to any other 
foreign ſtate, ſhould, in the preſent ſtate of affairs, take place, it 
will in all probability prove fatal to the Bank of England ? 

The Court of Directors, therefore, do moſt earneſtly depre- 
cate the adoption of any ſuch meaſure, and they ſolemnly proteſt 
againſt any reſponſibility for the calamitous conſequences that may 
follow thereupon.” 

To which reſolution, when communicated to him, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer returned for anſwer, © That after the re- 
peated intimations which he had given to the Governor, &eœ. of the 
Bank, that no farther loan to the Emperor would be reſolved on 
without previous communication with the Bank, he did not fee 
any reaſon for theſe reſolutions, that he did ſuppoſe they were 
adopted in a moment of alarm, and that he ſhould conſider them in 
that light.” 

I 5. That both from the general tenor of the ſaid anſwer, and 
from its particular reference to the ſubſtance and matter of the reſo- 
lution then communicated to him, he gave the Governor, &c. of the 
Bank to underſtand, that he was bound by promiſe to them, to nego- 
tiate no loan for the ſervice of his Imperial Majeſty, nor to make 
any remittance either to his ſaid Imperial Majeſty, or any foreign 
Prince, under any pretences whatever, without previouſly communi- 


cating ſuch his intention to the Bank of England: that the Dixec- 
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tors ſo underſtood him; and that, impreſſed with that belief, they 
abſtained from making any farther remonſtrance on this ſubject. 

16. „ That nevertheleſs the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for 
ſome time prior to February 11, 1796, elandeſtinely remitted, and 
did for ſeveral months ſubſequent, elandeſtinely remit, to his ſaid 
Imperial Majeſty, and other foreign Princes, large ſums of money, 
in defiance of his repeated promiſes, and in violation of his ſolemn 
engagement with the Bank of England, and conſequent upon their 
reſolution of the 1 1th of February. 

17. „That it appears, that if the ſaid advances of the Bank to 
Government had been paid off when required, or conſiderably re- 
duced, the Bank would have been enabled to reduce, if expedient, 
the amount of its outſtanding notes ; and that ſuch option would 
have been of eſſential ſervice to its intereſts, 

18. That it appears, from the evidence of the Governor and 
Deputy Governor of the Bank, that if the ſaid advances had been 
paid off when required, or conſiderably reduced, the Bank would 
have been enabled to give more extended aid to the mercantile in- 
tereſt of Great Britain, in the way of diſcount. 

19. © That it appears, that if the advances on the Treaſury 
bills had been paid off when required, and as the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer had promiſed, and the foreign remittances abſtained 
from, as the Chancellor of the Exchequer had likewiſe promiſed, 
there would have exiſted no neceſſity for ſuſpending the due and or- 
dinary courſe of the Bank payments in caſh. 

20. © That it appears to this Houſe, upon an attentive examina- 
tion of the evidence reported by the Secret Committee, upon a minute 
peruſal of the correſpondence between the Governor and Directors 
of the Bank of England and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
during the years 1795, 1796, and 1797, and after a thorough re- 


Chancellor of the Exchequer in diſcharging, or ſufficiently diminiſh- 
ng, the amount of the ſums advanced to Government by the Bank 
of England; his perſeverance in directing Treaſury bills of ex- 
change to an amount unexampled to be paid at the Bank; his 
frequent promiſes, and conſtant breach of thoſe promiſes, to reduce 
their amount within the ſum of 500,000. ; and the enormous 
amount of his remittances to foreign Princes in loans and ſubſidies, 
were the principal and leading cauſes which produced the neceſſity 
= ſuſpending the due and ordinary courſe of the Bank payments in 
e 2 » 

The Earl of LIVERPOOL ſaid, that the ſubje& upon which 
be was now to addreſs their Lordſhips was attended with difficulty. 


— x thera © — 


view of the whole circumſtances of the caſe, that the negle& of the 
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He did not mean, nor had he ſtrength to enter into great detail, 
nor could he embelliſh it with the cloquence of the noble Duke, 
He hoped, however, to be able to ſatisfy them that they ought not to 


778 
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agree to the reſolution which had been propoſed. With regard t 
the conſtitution of the Committce, to which the noble Duke ob- 
jected, he would anſwer that it was ncceſſary and proper that they 
ſhould be enabled to have before them every thing connected with 
its inveſtigation on all ſides, and in every view; as to to the con. 
duct of it, could any charge be advanced? Was ever any queſtion 
refuſed * Was ever any demand for accounts negatived ? On the 
contrary, he could venture to fav, that never was the conduct of a 
Committee more candid and more impartial. The noble Duke 
ſaid too, that a great part of his charge was directed perſonally 
againſt the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; yet this culprit had bcen 
examined, upon oath, before the Committee—the firſt inftance in 
which a party accuſed was defired to give evidence againſt himſelf 
in any Court, or before any Magiſtrate. With regard to the Sum- 
mary alluded to, he was ſure that nothing could be expreſſed with 
greater candour and modeſty than it evinced. That the diminu- 
tion of Bank notes, according to the noble Duke's poſition, would 
increaſe the quantity of ſpecie, was abſurd ; that it might decreaſe 
the demand for them, was the only view in which the obſervation 
was intelligible. But to come more immediately to the ſubject in dif- 
cuſſion, and to the charges which had been made againſt the Chan. 
cellor of the Exchequer. As to the effect of the advances to the 
Emperor, it appeared from the evidence contained in the Report, 
that the Bank had at different times made application to the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, ſtating the danger which they apprehended 
from the continuance of foreign remittances. 


brought forward. 


plying an engagement beyond what it expreſſed. 


upon this point, 
which he ſtated as the conſequences of this meaſure. 


Of theſe a dire 
anſwer was given to the two firſt, ſtating in reply to their inquiries 
concerning any Imperial loan, that no Imperial ioan ſhould be 
To the third application, which mentioned 
both loan and advances, the anſwer contained information that 
there was to be no loan, but it never was to be conſidered as im- 
Certainly no ſuch 
engagement was thought to be incurred by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer himſelf. Mr. Raikes and ethers did not underſtand 
this to be an engagement to make no advances'; conſequently there 
was no room for the charge of breach of faith which was urged 
The noble Duke was inaccurate in the fads 
No bills 
drawn for theſe advances were received till July, yet the rate of ex- 


change from October that year till March following, roſe very cons 
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fiderably in our favour. Mr. Giles, too, admitted in his evidence, 
that the advances, conducted as they were, could not produce any 
material effect. The great queſtion, however, was this: Did the 
loan and advances to the Emperor produce the effect of diſabling 
the Bank to continue its money payments? Compare the ſums 
ſent to the Continent this war, with the ſums ſent thither in the 
four laſt years of the war, ending in 1763. It appeared from the 
Report, that 14,988, oool. had been remitted to the Continent 
| this war; during the other period alluded to, there were fifteen 
millions. Could this country afford to do this thirty years ago, and 
in its preſent ſituation could the effects of the ſame meaſure be fo 
| WY diſaſtrous ? Were we leſs able now to ſuſtain ſuch a charge? On 
the contrary, from the ſtate of the exports and imports, and every 
' Wl other criterion of proſperity, there was no reaſon to believe, that a 
| Wl remittance to double the amount which had taken place during this 
var, could, in the increaſed wealth and commerce, and increaſing ba- 
lance of trade in our favour, have been attended with ſuch effects. 
It was proved, that the balance of trade was for the laſt four years 
at an average of ten millions a year. The whole remittances out 
of the country during that time had been about thirty-three millions 
and a half; the whole balance for the ſame four years of the war 
had been forty-two millions. Was it poſſible, then, that the ſtop- 
page of the Bank could be- aſeribed to the effect of the Imperial re- 
mittances? To employ the enemy's armies abroad for the ſecurity 
of this country, had ever been conſidered our true policy by the 
greateſt Miniſters who had guided the affairs of this country. Lord 
Godolphin, Mr. Pelham, and the immortal father of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, the Earl of Chatham. Had the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, in the preſent ſtate of the country, any rea- 
lon to apprehend danger from purſuing the ſame meaſures of policy? 
ertainly not ; and to acquit him of the charge now brought againſt 
him, it was not required that they ſhould be bound by the ſhackles 
of corruption, but that they ſhould impartially exerciſe their own 
Judgement. With refpe& to the effect of the advances by the Bank 
to Government, he had to obſerve in the firſt place, that a v 


bd 


ich {conſiderable ſum had been tated as advances by the Bank, which, 


the Win fact, did not belong to them, but was the amount of unclaimed 
ind dividends, which had been taken for the public ſervice. But the 
advances to Government were by no means unprecedented in their 
mount. In the year 1780, they were 10,900,0001., ſomewhat 
igher than in 1797; in the year 1793 they were only an hun- 
ured thouſand pounds leſs. The Bank, too, muſt be able to make 
dvances in proportion to the general proſperity of commerce and 
Vo. III. A a 
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extent of wealth. Our commerce, however, was nearly double 
what it was in 1782 and 1783: was it poſſible, then, that this 
advance could produce effects ſo ſcrious as to ſuſpend the money pay. 
ments of the Bank? Or in circumitances now ſo much more fa. 
vourable, had the Chancellor of the Exchequer any reaſon to drez( 
the effect that took place? A great part of the cauſe to which the 
ſtoppage and conſequent diſtreſs were to be aſcribed, was the in. 
creaſed demand for diſcounts ariſing from a part of the law which 
he thought required to be altered. It was the ad of the 12th 
Queen Anne, which prohibits diſcounts done at more than five pe 
cent. The conſequences were obvious. In time of peace, when 
money could be obtained for leſs than five per cent. people wer 
willing to lay out their capital in diſcounts. - In times of embarraſs 
ment, however, more could be made by other ſpeculations, and in 
theſe ſuch capitals were then employed. This neceffarily occafionet 
a great demand for diſcounts; but when twelve per cent. could be 
made of the money which by diſcounts produced only five per cent, 
the temptation to employ it in ſome other manner could eaſily be 
conceived. He had converſed with the late Lord Mansfield upon 
this ſubject, who entirely diſapproved the law of the 1 2th of Queen 
Anne. Indeed he ſaw no reafon why money, like every other com- 
modity, ſhould be allowed to find its own level and its own price 
At Hamburgh he had been informed the advantages of open ant 
unreſtrained tranſactions upon this head were greatly felt. To th 
bad effect of the limitation upon the head of uſury in this country, 
he was inclined to aſcribe the ſituation in which the Bank had be 
placed, and the depreciation which Government ſecurities experi 
enced. This evil was likewiſe to be imputed, in a great mcaſure, 
to alarm. Country bank notes were the chief circulation in the 
country, and theſe, in the moment of alarm, produced a run upot 
the Bank of England, the refervoir of the caſh of the kingdom 
What the effect of alarm would be, it was caſy to conceive. I 
public circulation of the kingdom was about thirty-four miJlions 
and it was not to be expected that caſh to the amount of elevet 
millions, the amount of Bank notes, was conſtantly to be kept 
When an alarm, therefore, produced a demand for caſh upon th 
ſcale of a very extended paper circulation, it muſt be impoſſible tha 
caſh could be obtained to anſwer the general demand. He reco| 
lected the effects which, in different inftances, fuch alarms had pre 
duced in 1764, in conſequence of great bankrupteies at Amſterda 
Hamburgh, &c. the failure of the Ayr bank, and the difficulties « 
the country banks in 1792. Three of the inſtances that occurre 
to him happened in time of profound peace. This alarm, thet 
| 4 | | 
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was to be conſidered, in a conſiderable degree, as the cauſe of the 
difficulties the Bank had to encounter in procuring ſpecie. To im- 
pute it to the effect of the gradual advances made to the Emperor 
upon the immenſe circulation of this country was altogether abſurd. 
The great capital lately laid out in canals, incloſures, and other im- 
provements, proved at once the extent of the commerce and wealth 
of the country, and ſhowed how ſuch operations might, in times of 
embarraſſment, preſs upon the general circulation of the country, 
and increaſe the difficulty which was before experienced. Upon 
the grounds he had ſtated, he ſhould therefore move the previous 
queſtion, 

Lord HAY (Earl of Kinnoul) declared, that he thought the 
noble Earl who preceded him in the debate had fo fully anſwered 
the noble Duke, that little could be added to his forcible arguments; 
but he could not be content on the preſent occaſion to give a ſilent 
vote. In his opinion, much of the miſchief that had of late befallen 
us, had originated from our unexampled proſperity, which had in- 
duced a ſpirit of enterprize and ſpeculation unknown in former 
times. This ſpirit had much prevailed, and had inereaſed daily 
ſinee the period of the laſt peace in the year 1753. And when 
by any ſudden accident thoſe ſpeculations were deſtroyed, it produced 
a momentary ſtagnation, and effects ſuch as we beheld. To know 
the exact ſituation of a country, it was not merely neceſſary to 
know its preſent ſituation, but alſo to compare it with what it for- 
merly was. His Lordſhip then entered into the detail of the 
Yorkſhire manufaQtories for cloths, by which it appeared, that the 
trade had been in a progreſſive ſtate of increaſe for the laſt twenty- 
ſeven years. His Lordſhip then alluded to the country banks, the 
failure of which, he thought, was the grand cauſe of the Bank "ny 
ping payment. 

The Earl of GUILFORD faid, that though he had but lately 
turned his thoughts to this ſubject, he found himfclt obliged to con- 
rovert ſome of the opinions of a perſon of the noble Earl's (Liver- 
pool) talents, knowledge and experience upon queſtions of this na- 
ure, and the opinions of a gentleman of ſuch high reſpectability and 
harater-as Mr. Thornton; and of another gentleman, likewiſe of 
great reſpectability, but whoſe ſpeculations, if he was rightly in- 
ormed, had not always proved well founded. Before entering on 
he queſtion, he would ſay a word as to the act of Council itſelf. 

hatever might be the neceſſity of continuing the Order in Coun- 
il, he doubted the neceſſity of originally iſſuing it. He thought 
hat the Bank might have been enabled to go on; or if obliged at 
aſt to ſtop, i it would have been better that it had been ſhown to the 
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public, that its ſtoppage aroſꝭ from its own want of caſh, Inſtead of 
its being proved that this event aroſe from the wants of the Govern. 
ment. The Bank themſelves had expreſsly declared that they were 
of opinion that the Imperial loan had produeed- the ſcarcity of their 
caſh, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer had no reaſon to diſtruſt 
their authority. The advances had affected, the rate of exchange, 
and from experience of the paſt, there was every reaſon to appre- 
hend the bad effects of ſuch drains. The Bank had repeatedly de. 
manded of Government repayment of their advances. It was one 
of the reſources to which they truſted for extricating them from their 
embarraſſments, and they had been deceived by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. Had his promiſes been kept, they would have been 
enabled to go on. The advances on Exchequer bills was moſt ob- 
jected to, and when the wiſe regulations of our anceſtors, by which 
the advances of the Bank were reſtrained, were repealed by a ſur. 
reptitious clauſe in a Loan bill, the evil become more apparent. 
That the loan and advances to the Emperor, as well as the advances 
to Government, were the cauſes of the ſtoppage of the Bank, could 
ſcarcely be doubted. It had been faid by a great man (Mr. Burke), 
that the votes of Parliament were contrary to their opinions. He 
hoped they would reſcue themſelves from this imputation, and ſhey 
that their votes were regulated by their opinions. It was impoſſible 
to doubt the cauſe of the cataſtrophe of the Bank. They ſhould 
conſider whether they could avoid a deciſion by ſupporting the pre- 
vious queſtion. This was a time when party prejudice and parti- 
ality ſhould be ſacrificed to their own dignity, and to the public 
intereſt. | 

Lord AUCKLAND faid, that advances by the Bank to Go- 
vernment were ſo far from being improvident in their nature, that 
when they did not interfere with the accommodations to be given to 
commerce, they were beneficial. He commented upon different 
parts of the evidence, from which he concluded, that the Chaneel- 
Jor of the Exchequer had not broke his faith with the Bank on the 
ſubje& of the advances to the Emperor, and that it was the object 
of the Bank to ſecure themſelves without any regard to the general 
preſſure of public ſervice. With regard to the expence of the war, 
it might be brought forward as a general ſubje& of clamour for 
party purpoſes. Such, however, he did not impute to the noble 
Duke. Theſe expences had been thought neceſſary, had been 
voted, and had been well applied. The drain which had taken 
place in conſequence of the war, could not have produced the ſtop- 
page of the Bank. Exchanges had riſen in our favour, and ſhow! 
that our commerce was ſuperior to it. There was more mone) 
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now in the country than at the beginning öf the war. The Bank 
was the only acceſſible hoard, and to this every one came. By the 
balance of trade money muſt come in; and the drain this year 
was leſs by five millions than in former years, and from the circum- 
ſtances of the war would continue ſo. 

The Duke of LEEDS felt the utmoſt ſatisfaction, and congra- 
tulated the Houſe on the favourable ſituation of the country, which 
the noble Earl (Liverpool) had preſented. He lamented that there 
could have been any miſunderſtanding or diſpute on the ſubje& of 
the Bank, and the cauſes of its preſent fituation. Very different 
opinions, however, were entertained on the ſubject by very reſpect- 
able men, and he thought it a melancholy moment for the country 


| that the Order of Council ſhould have afforded room for the ſpecial- 


pleading arguments which had been diſplayed in both Houſes of 
Parliament. The great object now was to extricate the country 
from the difficulties in which it was involved. 

Earl STRANGE (the Duke of Athol) animadverted upon the 
concluding part of the Duke of Bedford's ſpeech, which his Grace, 
he was ſure, would in his cooler moments be ſorry for. He had 
aſked, whether there was a ſpark of ſpirit in the country? Yes, there 
was. But was he, becauſe he differed in opinion with another per- 
ſon, to deſerve the appellation of a ſlave? He felt himſelf as warm 
in ſupport of the Conſtitution as the noble Duke, and was as inde- 
pendent, and as much a friend to Liberty as he could be. He was 
ſure the noble Duke would not have uſed ſuch language in private 
and doubted not, when he reflected, he would conſider it as impro- 
per in his parliamentary ſituation. 

The Duke of BEDFORD made a ſhort reply to the arguments 
of the noble Lords who had oppoſed the reſolutions that he propoſed. 
His Grace ſaid, that in the obſervations he had made on the coun- 
tenance given to the career of Miniſters by that Houſe, he addreſſed 
no perſonality to any particular Lord, but he felt it to be his duty to 
Ceplore an acquieſcence that could not be juſtified by reaſon, and 
that was ſo fatal to the country. When he entered, however, into 
a conſideration of certain events, he could not ſuppreſs his feelings; 
he had animadverted, not on the Chancellor of the Exchequer alone, 
but on all His Majeſty's Miniſters. He had been accuſed before 
of having produced miſchief. He was accuſed now of arreſting 
juſtice, It had been ſaid to him, would he accuſe the Miniſter, 
whom he had examined upon oath ? To this he ſhould reply, that 
he had adduced charges againſt him, founded on the evidence of 
Mr. Giles, Mr. Raikes, and Mr. Boſanquet, to ſhew that they 
clearly underſtood the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that neither 
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loan nor advances were to be made to the Emperor without their Ml were 
previous knowledge ; and he reaſſerted that for the whole of the lat vernn 
two years the declarations that they made, and the warnings they the E 
gave the Chancellor of the Exchequer, vught to have determined that h 
him from the drain of caſh from the Bank, which had brought on ſent. 
the calamity of the ſtoppage of payments. duty. 

Lord GREN VILLE ſaid, that at that late hour of the night he ing ar 
ſhould not treſpaſs much upon the attention of their Lurdihips, par. Wl that p 
ticularly after the very full and ſatisfactory reply that had been given Ml of the 

to the arguments of the noble Duke. With reſped to the argu. din ti 
ments which the noble Duke had drawn from the evidence, they (Wt make 
appeared to him wholly inconcluſive. He had contended, becauſe MI bad t! 
Mr. Raikes did not contradi ſome of the evidence given by Mr, Ml bendec 
Giles, that, thercfore, the other part of that gentleman's evidence Duke 
was to be invalidated, though he had given it deliberately, and with noble 
his mind fully drawn to the ſubject. The noble Duke ſeemed to audien 
be very much in the habit of conſidering nothing as true, that vas t to 
not true when carried to the utmoſt extent, and therefore had con. had ac 
tended, that the cauſe aſſigned in the Order of Council as leading I wisſtat 
to the run upon the Bank, could not be true, becauſe it was poſſible il the 
that ſome other cauſes might tend in a ſlight degree to the ſame con- theſe e 
ſequence. But if their Lordſhips conſidered the ſubject maturely, it noble 
was impoſlible that the noble Duke could be correct in his argument, they w 
when he aſſerted, that the remittances to the Emperor were the cauſe s for 
of this drain upon the Bank. A noble Lord {Liverpool) had ſtated a the 
very truly, that the circulating caſh of this country amounted to in bot] 
upwards of thirty millions; the whole quantity of paper might, 2 ſeventy 
the very loweſt calculation, be taken at twice that ſum, fo that the (Wh 920p 
whole circulation of the country amounted to above one hundred vith th 
millions; was it then poſſible to ſuppoſe that remittances to the Em- able ſt. 
peror to the amount of 960,0001 could have ſuch an effect upon Thi 
the circulation of one hundred millions? —But what was decilive that 1 
upon the ſubject was, that when theſe remittances began, the ex- peculia 
change was againſt this country, and during their continuance it eve th 
turned decidedly in our favour. Mueh had been faid upon the rom k 
minutes of the converſation which paſſed between the Chancellor the fee] 
of the Exchequer and the Bank Directors. With reſpe& to thelt and thi 
minutes, he begged to obſerve, that it did not appear to him falr to 3 
Imina 


take in evidence minutes of a converſation, when thoſe minutes were 
in ſome caſes not taken till a day after the converſation took 
place. But even upon theſe minutes, the conſtruction of the noble 
Duke could not be maintained. Noble Lords had talked of Go- 
vernment having the direction of the Bank ;. but if their arguments 
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were well founded, the Bank would have the direction of the Go- 

vernment. It was impoſſible to ſuppoſe that the Chancellor of 
me Exchequer could mean to give a promiſe to the Bank Directors, 
| that he did not mean to make any remittance at all without their con- 
ſent. Such a promiſe would be wholly inconſiſtent with his public 
duty. Indeed, the Bank could not have underſtood him as mean- 
ing any ſuch thing, or they would afterwards, when they ſuſpected 
dat private remittances were making, have charged the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer with a breach of his promiſe. He would not de- 
tain their Lordihips longer upon this ſubject; he had intended to 
make ſome obſervations upon the language which the noble Duke 
; had thought proper to make uſe of; but much of what he had in- 
„ended to ſay was anticipated by the ſevere reproof which that noble 
Duke had already received. Whether the language which the 
noble Duke had thought proper to employ was calculated for his 
audicnces in Palace Yard, he did not know; but he was ſure it ought 
not to be uſed in that Houſe. This was the firit time that a Peer 
had accuſed a Committee of their 1 ordſhips of making a wilful 
mis{tatement in a Report; and when ſuch a charge was made with- 
out the leaſt ſupport in fact, the noble Duke ſhould recollect, that 
theſe expreſſions muſt recoil upon himfeif ; though, perhaps, other 


1 noble Lords would teci their own dignity, and that of the Aſſembly 
t, they were addreſſing, to retort his language upon him. There really 
e vas ſomething too ridiculous to hear it afferted, that all the honour, 
ed all the virtue, all the truth, all the abilities, and all the public ſpirit 
o in both Houſes of Parliament, were confined to about fixty or 
+ {Wcventy perſons, who acted with the noble Duke; and if the fame 
he monopoly of virtue and talent was confined to the few who agreed 


with the noble Duke out of doors, the country muſt be in a deplor- 
m. able ſtate indeed. | | 

on The Duke of BEDFORD, in reply to this obſervation, faid, 
ive chat it was no feature in his character to arrogate to himſelf any 
ex. Peeuliar title to the confidence of his country; but he ſhould ill de- 
＋ ſerve the title either of honeſty or ſpirit, if he ſhould be deterred 
the from the diſcharge of his duty by any conſiderations. of reſpect for 
the feelings of the Secretary of State. The language he had held, 
and the terms he had applied to the ſupport which Miniſters had 
received in that Houſe and elſew here, through the whole of their 
criminal and diſaſtrous career, was dictated by an imperious ſenſe 


vere 
ook of his duty ; and he would always be ready to maintain it. 
ole The previous queſtion was then put on each of the ſeries of 


Go- Nreſolutions, and carried in the negative; ſo that the main queſtions 
ents vere not put. 
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May 16, 17, 18, no debate. 


Friday, 19th May. 


The LORD CHANCELLOR this day delivered his opinion 
in the caſe of the Earl of LAUDERDALxEꝰs petition againſt the Earl 
of ERROL's right to the Peerage 3 ; and, after a ſpeech of about two 
hours, concluded with moving, „ that the Earl of Errol was 
duly elected.“ 

Lord HAY (Earl of Kinnoul) alſo ſpoke on the ſubject, and 
went over ſimilar ground with the Lord Chancellor, with whom he 
appeared perfectly to coincide in opinion. | 

The Lord Chancellor's motion was then adopted by the Houſe. 


No debate till 
Tueſday, 3oth May. 


The Duke of BEDFORD roſe to make his promiſed motion, 
and ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows: After the repeated experience 
which I have had of the failure of every propoſition from this fide 
of the Houſe, and the fate which has attended the different motions 
which the ſtate of public affairs has induced me to bring forward, it 
may, perhaps, appear ſurprifing that I ſhould again obtrude myſel 
upon your Lordſhips with another attempt of a fimilar nature. Diſ- 
appointed, however, as I have been upon former occaſions, the cir- 
cumſtances in which the country is placed, call for every exertion 
for its ſalvation, which preſents the ſlighteſt hopes of ſucceſs ; | 
therefore feel myſelf compelled once more to direct the attention d 
your Lordſhips to the momentous ſtate of public affairs, to call upon 
you to take into your conſideration the cauſes and the conſequences 
of that fituation, and as a duty incumbent upon you, pronounce that 
opinion which ſuch a review will lead you to form. No man ill 
attempt to deny the great and unexampled extent of our calamities. 
In ſtating the cauſes by which this ſtate of calamity and of dangti 
has been produced, it will fall to my lot to animadvert ſeverely upon 
the conduct of Miniſters. In tracing the picture of our fituation for 
the laſt four years, the period, to which I intend to limit my obſer- 


vations, there can be little new to which to call your attention upon 


a ſubject ſo often diſcuſſed. It is a beaten track, my Lords, which, 
as we travel over it, preſents little variety to the view, except ſome 
new calamity, and ſome freſh misfortune. 


But we ought not to be 
deterred by this diſagreeable proſpect from the diſcharge of our duty, 
unleſs we are content to Iye down and paſſively to wait the fate Þ 
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which we are threatened. It is our duty to exert ourſelves to re- 

move the cauſes of thoſe calamities which we ſuffer, and to avert 

thoſe dangers which we apprehend. I am ſenſible, that in the con- 
\ Wl fiderations which I ſhall lay before you, any digreſſion were an im- 
1 Wl oroper abuſe of your indulgence ; that, to waſte much of your time 
in preſſing the inferences which the ſubject offers would be idle and 
unneceſſary. The facts themſelves, which I ſhall lay before you, 
ſpeak ſo ſtrongly, that any argument would only weaken the im- 
preſſion which they are calculated to produce. The war, then, is 
the firſt point to which I ſhall call the attention of your Lordſhips, as 
the great ſource of our preſent calamities. However men may differ 
as to the origin or the neceſſity of the war, none will deny that to this 
cauſe much of our misfortunes is to be aſcribed. Within theſe walls 
this war has been called juſt and neceſſary, a war into which we were 
forced by the aggreſſion of the enemy, and to protect our allies the 
Dutch. Were I to repeat to you the cauſes which have been ſtated, 
and the arguments employed by Miniſters to juſtify the war, I ſhould 
not remind you of what you have forgotten, but tire you with the 
repetition of what you know. Without theſe walls, however, the 
ſupporters of Miniſters avowed that the obje& of the war was to 
deſtroy the French Republic, and to re-eſtabliſh the Monarchical 


was fo explicitly held forth; but their arguments and their reaſon- 
ings pointed out that inference to their adherents. It has been ſaid, 
then, that this was a war for the preſervation of law, religion, and 
morality—a war in defence of every thing dear to us, our liberty, 
our conſtitution, our property. What is the ſtate of property now? 
Has it been meliorated by the war which profeſſed to be undertaken 
for its ſecurity ? Will any man now ſay that it has been ſaved? What 


wiſh to deſtroy the Republican Government, conſider the ſituation 
in which it now ſtands, and the circumſtances ia which you are 


perſevere upon the ſame ground? or have Miniſters only abandoned 
he cauſe for which they originally contended, becauſe they find that 


well to have ſecured them againſt an Adminiſtration at home. Are 


ome our laws ameliorated by the war? On the contrary, have not the 
o beſet and deareſt privileges of the law been ſuſpended? Have not 
juty us been made againſt that very liberty which you went to war to 
e by lefend? It was ſaid that this country went to war for the pr 
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Government. I do not ſay that, within theſe walls, this obje& .. 


are the benefits which we have derived from the war? Tf you - 
placed. If you went to war upon that principle, why do you not 


it cannot be attained? While you embarked in a conteſt to defend 
your laws againſt a foreign enemy, perhaps it would have been as 


ation of religion ; did you expect to defend the altar by frround- 
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ing it with ſeas of blood, or to ſecure it from violation, by pili 

round it the carcales of the dead ? Is it the way to defend religion 
to ſacrifice fo many men as this conteſt has ſwept away? We have 
been told that we were fighting in ſupport of morality ; has this 
war, then, produced many examples favourable to morality ? Hy 
the conduct of the King of Pruſſia furniſhed examples of morality? 
Do you find it in the dungeons of Olmutz ? or do you diſcover i 
in the conduct of thoſe petty tyrants who buzzed about you when 
there was any hopes of ſucceſs, and diſappeared when your cauſe 
was defperate * I thall not, however, dwell upon the beginning of 
the war, or the conduct of Miniſters in the courſe of it. If ye 
look at the attempts which have been made to negotiate, we ſhall 
be able to judge of the hopes of peace under the auſpices of thok 
who are entruſted with the adminiſtration of public affairs. Na 
to dwell upon the firſt attempt which was made at Baſle by Mr, 
Wickham, can any one think that the beſt mode of negotiation ha 
fince been tried, or that the means moſt likely to enſure ſucce{ 
were employed ? That the means employed were not the beſt, ! 
have always thought; and in this opinion I have been confirmed 
by the acknowledgement even of thoſe who ſupported the war, and 
who, in other reſpects, approved the meafures of Miniſters. In what 
I fall fay upon this point, I ſhall refer chiefly to that negotiation 
in which Lord Malmeſbury was employed, the documents of which 
are before the Houfe. I ſhall entircly put out of view the finceriy 
of Minifters in this attempt, or the fincerity of the French Govern. 
ment in meeting the advances which were made. I ſhall grant 
that both parties were defirgus of peace, provided it could have beet 
obtained. upon their own terms. This ſubject has been fo often di- 
cuffed, that I ſhall not go into it in much derail. I hold it cleat 
from the documents produced, that Miniſters 'were willing to make 
peace, provided Belgium was given up to the Emperor, or placed in 
ſuch a ſituation as to be independent of France; and that Fran 
was willing to conclude a peace if we had agroed to cede Belgium 
That this was the real diſpoſition of both parties, the Houſe vil 
entertain little doubt, if they look into the papers upon the ſubjed. 
When I reflect upon the conduct of Miniſters upon this occaſio 
knowing as they muſt have done the critical ſituation of the county 


and the ſtate of our refources, I confeſs that I cannot feel mud 
confidence in the ſucceſs of any attempts at negotiation which the 


may find it neceſſary to make. They were apprized of the dang 


which threatened public credit ; they were able to judge how far if 

was wiſe to inſiſt upon terms when they compared them with t 
means by which they could be enforced. It cannot be denied, W 
| : X ; 
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the reſtoration of Belgium was peremptorily inſiſted upon. The 
friends of Miniſters, indeed, contend, that this was but the open- 
ing of negotiation, that the French flew off, and that no opportunity 
was given to remove obſtacles, or ſettle differences. Upon this 
ſubject I muſt refer to the facts which the letter of Lord Malmeſ- 
bury contains, The Engliſh Miniſter gave in a memorial, pro- 
poſing the general reſtoration to the Emperor of all the acquiſitions 
which the French had made at his expence. Upon this propoſition 
2 converſation enſued between Lord Malmeſbury and Charles De- 
lacroix. Lord Malmeſbury opened the ſubject in a manner which, 
I have always thought, did him the higheſt credit. He told the 
French Miniſter, that the magnitude of the ſubje& ought to exclude 
fineſſe ; that they ought to ſpeak out with freedom and truth. He 
ſeems to ſay, that the reſtoration of Belgium to the Emperor would 
be inſiſted upon, but defires a con/re projet, adding, however, at the 
ſame time, that no expectation ſhould be admitted that Belgium 
would be retained. Its ceaſing to belong to the French was ad- 
mitted to be a fine qua non of any contre projet. No man, then, can 
contend, unleſs Lord Malmeſbury had acted in oppoſition to his 
inſtructions, but that the Miniſters of this country had determined 
that Belgium ſhould not remain a part of the French Republic, 
| would aſk the Houſe, then, ſeriouſly to conſider the time and the 
circumſtances in which the point was ſo obſtinately maintained. 
After what they muſt have known of the internal fituation of this 
country, after they were apprized of the danger with which the Bank 
was menaced, I would atk, if it was wiſe to put Belgium in com- 
petition with the public credit of this country ? I would aſk, whe- 
ther thoſe ſhort- fighted Miniſters, who riſked the main ſpring of our 
proſperity, and the deſtruction of that grand ſource from which flows 
a) our wealth and all our greatneſs, bv inſiſting upon a demand 
which they had no proſpect of ever being able to enforce, can juſ- 
tify the confidence of the Houſe, or inſpire hopes of ſucceſs from 
"MIT future exertions? The next point to which I would call the 
tention of your Lordſhips, is the ſtate of the finances. I am not 
Prepared to ſtate from memory the exact amount of the debt which 
as been incurred by the war; I am afraid, however, that the pay- 
ent of the intereſt is but ſcantily provided for : the annual amount 
the new taxes is ſeven millions and a half; but I believe a very 
onſiderable additional ſum will be requiſite to cover the whole ex- 
pence that has been incurred. Should the war continue threo 
Funths longer, or for the whole of the year, and few will. be ſan- 
ine enough to expect peace at 4 much earlier period, three mil- 

ans more. muſt be raiſed to defray the intereſt of the debt which this 
B b 2 
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war has created. I ſhall ſtate the grounds upon which this opinion 
is founded: It appears from the Report of the Committee ap- 
pointed to examine into the ſubject in the year 1790, or 1791, that 
for the average of the five years preceding, the peace eſtabliſhment 
of this country was 16,850,000. including the annual million 
for the reduction of the national debt. Different circumſtances 
will make an addition to that peace eſtabliſhment of 500,000. ; 
ſo that the whole of the expences already incurred, the ſum which 
will be found outſtanding on the winding up of the accounts, which 
I compute at 15,000,000, the whole of the new peace eſtabliſh. 
ment, with the additional 200,0001. annually voted for the re- 
duction of the national debt, will now require an annual peace 
eſtabliſhment amounting to 26, 300, oool. The permanent taxes 
previous to the war were ſtated at 13,890,000l. Taking the 
taxes impoſed ſince 1793 for what they have been given, a ſlate. 
ment which is much too high from the experience of what they have 
already produced, and ſtating the land tax at its uſual amount, there 
remains upon the whole a deficiency of 3,000,0001-! Enormoy 
as the burdens already impoſed upon the country are, we have to 
lament the additional burdens they muſt yet undergo. Ten mil. 
lions and a half are required to cover the intereſt of the debt which 
the preſent war has created! No one year have the people yet 
borne the burden of more than three millions, ſo that the dreadful 
weight of ſeven millions and a half annual burden which they hare 
not yet experienced, muſt be added to the preſſure under which 
they already groan! It is a principle of the Conſtitution of this 
country, that the people ſhould as early as poſſible be apprized d 
the burdens which they muſt ſupport. The preſent Miniſter, in 
purſuance of this principle, uſed to boaſt as a particular merit, that 
he faced the difficulties we had to encounter, and never concealed 
the burdens which we had incurred ; but how has he obſerved that 
principle which he boaſted as the rule of his conduct? Upon this 
point I refer to the documents contained in the Reports of the Com- 
mittees before the Houſe. I ſhall not go at large into this branch 
of the ſubject, as upon a former occaſion I called the attention d 
the Houſe to it particularly. There were ſeveral points however, 
on which I was obliged. to curtail my obſervations, eſpecially upon 
the correſpondence between the Chancellor of the Exchequer ani 
the Bank. The conduct of the Miniſter in the whole courſe d 
theſe tranſactions I ftated in terms of ſtrong diſapprobatien. | 
ſtated that it was a tiſſue of fraud, treachery, and deceit. Thel 
are harſh epithets, but they are juſtified by the evidence containel 
in the Report. From the beginning of the year 1795, the Z 
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Directors were frequent and earneſt in their remonſtrances to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ; they reminded him of the advances 
which they had made to Government, and his promiſes of payment; 
they ſtated the amount of their advances on Treaſury bills to be 
between two and an half and three millions. Theſe repreſenta- 
tions, urged upon different occations, were uniformly anſwered with 
promiſes, that the ſubje& of complaint ſhould be remedied, and that 


formed, and new applications for freſh advances were made. In 
anſwer to the demand of the Bank of the 3oth July 1795, the 
re. Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtates, that warrants were making out 
ace at the Treaſury, and that the payments ſhould immediately be 


ves made. What is the conſequence, however? From the account it 


the appears, that four weeks elapſed from this period before any pay- 
ite. ment was made. On the 6th of Auguſt the Chancellor of the Ex- 


ave chequer applies for an advance of two millions and a halt on the 


ere conſolidated fund; he pretented the utmoſt concern for the welfare 
ous of the Bank, and expreſſed his ſurprize that the Directors could 


imagine that its intereſt was a leſs object with him than with them. 


nil. The event, however, ſhewed the ſincerity of his expreſſion of regard 
wich WM for the Bank. The Bank Directors again accede to the demand, 

yet on the expreſs condition, however, that 1, 100, oool. ſhould be paid 
dful on account of their advances upon "Treaſury bills in the month of 
e Qftober, a certain proportion in April following, that the amount 
hich of Treaſury bills ſhould never exceed 5 oo, oool. a regulation which 


this fnould be adopted before November. All theſe conditions, how- . 


4 of MW ever, were neglected; the remonſtrances of the Bank were deſpiſed, 
„un nd the amount of their advances continued to increaſe. They 
that Wl warned the Chancellor of the Exchequer of the fatal conſequences 


-aled of the drain of caſh to the Emperor, and the inevitable ruin which 


tha would enſue from that ſyſtem. But the Chancellor of the Exche- 
this quer was equally indifferent to their warnings and to their folicita- 
zom- tions 3 he ill continued to procure advances upon renewed promiſes, 


anch which he continued to break, and on conditions which he never 


n of il performed; in 1796, the complaints of the Bank continued with 
ever, as little ſucceſs ; a ſhort time prior to the embaſly of Lord Malmeſ- 
upon bury, the Bank made a ſolemn appeal to the Cabinet upon the dan- 


r and ger with which they were threatened ; the Miniſter could not be 


rſe d ignorant of the ſtate of the country, but it produced no effect upon 


If the conſideration of the whole correſpondence between the Chan- 


the advances ſhould be repaid. Theſe promiſes were never per- 


his meaſures, and entered for nothing into the conduct of the nego- wt 
tation. The promiſes of the Chancellor of the Exchequer were 
broken, and, as before, the Bank was deluded into new advances. 
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eellor of the Exchequer and the Bank, to the moment when it v! out to 
compelled to ſtop payment, does nat excite the indignation of the Ml Lord 

Houſe, nothing which I can add can have any influence. It has Ml edly h 
ever been held as the beſt means of preſerving and extending the % ex 
public proſperity, to face our difficulties and to meet all our ex. the cc 
pences ; here, however, the object of the Miniſter was by a chain Every 
of perfidy and deceit to diſguiſe the amount of our expence, and 90 diſcon 
conceal the real burdens of the people; money was applied to pur. Wl oonter 
poles different from thoſe for which it was granted, proviſion was WI unter 
never made for the ſcale of expence which was employed, the Bank Ml Hftem 
of England was reduced to the ſituation of topping payment, autos 
public credit expoſed to utter ruin to ſupply an expenditure, which opinio 
Parliament had not ſanctioned, and to ſupport the miſchievou have 
ſchemes and waſteful prodigality of Miniſters. Had the real objet N oondu- 
of the war been fairly avowed, or the expence of it been fairly ſtated, Ml "*Pp*! 
I am convinced that peace would long ere now have been coneluded, mean! 
I come now to conſider the internal ſtate of the country : The laws late! 
which have been paſſed on pretence of preſerving internal tranquil. e © 
lity will afford an additional proof of the pernicious ſyſtem on which N longer. 
Miniſters have acted; laws which I hold to be diſgraceful to a free Mare 
Government, repugnant to the Conſtitution, and inconſiſtent with "lt < 
the principles of the Revolution ! eſt:0ns 

Lord SYDNEY called to order, ard ſaid, that ſuch language 
ought not to be applied to laws which ſtood upon the ſtatute 
book. 

The Duke of BEDFORD continued. The whole ſyſtem af 
the preſent Adminiſtration has been incompatible with good Go- 
vernment, or with the ſupport of the Crown, which they affect to 
be ſo anxious to maintain. But for the moſt ſtriking illuſtration 
of the wretched policy of Miniſters let us look to Ireland. When 
I ſpeak of that country, I know not in what terms of reprobation 
to expreſs my abhorrence of the ſyſtem which Miniſters have pur- 
ſued. Earl Fitzwilliam is ſent out as Lord Lieutenant, as was 
underſtood, upon the wiſe and ſalutary plan of making thoſe concel- 
ſions which would ſatisfy the expectations of the people of Ireland; 
he was deceived by Miniſters and-facrificed to their old ſyſtem. On 
a former occaſion when I ſtated that Earl Fitzwilliam was beſt cal- 
_ culated for ſecuring the happineſs of that country, I was accuſed of 
throw ing a reproach upon Lord Camden. From the reports I 
have heard of that noble Lord, with whom I am not perſonally IM, u ir 
acquainted, I am led to entertain as high an opinion of his private 
worth as I feel upon the experience of private friendſhip for the 
virtue and worth of his predeceſſor. But Earl Fitzwilliam went 
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«WJ out to carry into execution a ſyſtem dear to the wiſhes of Iriſnmen. 
Ne Lord Camden went out to direct a ſyſtem far different, and avow- 
edly hoſtile to thoſe meaſures which the people of Ireland were led 
to expect, and on which their hearts were fixed. What has been 
the conſequence of that ſyſtem which Minifters choſe to employ ? 
Every attempt to coerce has only ſpread more widely the ſpirit of 
diſcontent ; their blind perſeverance in coercion has heightened diſ- 
content into diſaffection, and endangered the connection of the two 
countries. Such are the effects which were predicted from the 


J ſyſtem which Miniſters choſe to put in practice at a time when the 
utmoſt tranquillity was ſaid to prevail. With what juſtice that 
opinion was entertained, the event has now ſhewn. At home we 
have deeply to regret the events which have taken place under the 
4 oondud of Miniſters. Circumſtances have occurred which never 
, bappened before. The firſt appearances of theſe events I do not 


mean to impute to Miniſters, I now allude to the diſturbances which 
have lately taken place in the navy. I am firmly convinced that 
we cannot diſcharge our duty if 'we withhold from ſpeaking any 
i longer, and that ſilence would be an additional miſchief, I am 
re aware that the ſuhject is a delicate one, but its importance forces 
ich iſelf on our attention. While I entertained the hope that the ex- 

eftiens of Miniſters would be ſucceſsful in reſtoring tranquillity, I 
are forebore ſaying any thing upon the ſubject; but when I am convinced 
that we cannot be ſecure in any. quarter under their management, 
feel it neceſſary then freely to declare my opinion. Although we 
have no authentic documents upon this ſubject, the papers which 
have been circulated every where, contain certain facts of which 
here can be no doubt. When the mutiny firſt broke out, the 
alors made demands, many of which, in the opinion of every one, 
were reaſonable ; others not. So far it is known that certain re- 
queſis were made; to theſe the Admiralty made offers, which were 
ejected. The Admiralty then. raiſed their offers, and the agree- 


Ur- 
at ment was coneluded. What was given, however, is thought to 
ceſ. Ne reaſonable, but the conduct of Miniſters in offering leſs than they 
nd; fterwards granted ſhows that they thought this more than was reat 
On enable. Are you then, aftef the examples of incapacity which they 
cal- Nave manifeſted, and the evils their meaſures have produced, de- 
d of Nermined to devote your country to deſtruction ? [here there was a 
ts [ ry of hear ! hear ] I come here with as great an intereſt as any 
"ally 1 in the Houſe in the ſafety of the country; and I repeat, are you 
vate Netermined to devote your country to deſtruction, by leaving its 


fairs to the conduct of men who have already involved you in 
uch complicated calamities? When rebellion runs to that height 
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that war which they began, and they have equally proved by thel 
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which the Executive Government cannot controul, then I hold thy 
the country is brought to deſtruction, and that a new line of con. 
duct and a new ſyſtem of meaſures is neceſſary for its ſalvation, ] 
am unwilling to dwell upon this topic, where there is ſo much dan. 
ger of miſrepreſentation, but I feel it my duty to ſpeak freely, con. 
vinced as I am that the Conſtitution of this country cannot long 
remain upon its preſent footing if the preſent Miniſters are ſuffered 


much longer to remain at the head of public affairs. I truſt that 


I need not detain your Lordſhips much longer, by dilating on theſt 


various topics. I truſt J have already faid enough to ſhow that t 


the conduct of Miniſters we owe a great part of the calamities undet 
which the country now ſuffers. I think that J have ſtated ground 


to juſtify the motion for the diſmiſſal of Miniſters, with which! 


ſhall conclude. I am defirous, however, to mark diſtinAly the 


grounds on which the motion proceeds. It is not merely the fituz 


tion of the country, but it is the ſyſtem by which the country ha 


been governed which the motion aims to remedy : without a ney 


line of conduct, without a new ſyſtem of Government, we cannd 
Hope that things will continue upon their preſent footing. Varioy 
conſiderations preſent themſelves upon this ſubject, and many charge 
are felt to be neceſſary. The moſt ſalutary of theſe is a change in 
the repreſentation of the people. But even theſe changes muſt be 
idle and nugatory without others more important. Without n. 


- trenchment and economy in every department, without correQing 


the abuſes which prevail, and fairly looking at our fituation, mt 

cannot expect that co-operation of the country which is neceſſar t 
give effect to the vigorous meaſures required to extricate us fron 
our preſent ſtate of difficulty and danger. The facts which I hai 
already ſtated I think are ſufficient to warrant the concluſion That 
drawn from them. Miniſters may contend that the war was ju 
and neceſſary, but they have diſcovered a total incapacity to eondud 


attempts to negotiate, that peace is not to be expected under their au- 
ſpices. The critical ſtate of Ireland, the important events which 
have taken place in England, prove that their ſyſtem, if purſucd, 
threatens ruin to the empire. There is only one point remaininy 


to which I ſhall ſay a few words, with the indulgence of the Hou 
For four years paſt I have conſtantly endeavoured to diſcharge tht 


duty which I owe to the public as a Member of this Houſe. Pre 


Bu they ceaſed to act upon thoſe principles which they had former! 
- | Profeicd, thoſe at leaſt which I had imbibed, The circumſtance 


vious to that period I was accuſtomed to look up to a ſet of met 
- . whoſeprinciples and talents commanded my confidence and eſteei 


in which the country was then placed called upon thoſè who diſap- 
ha Wl proved of the ſyſtem, which was then begun to be ated upon, to 
or. come forward arid oppoſe what they deemed pregnant with danger, 
„Fer four years I have endeavoured to impreſs the Houſe with the 
n. WF opinion which I feel of the public meaſures which have been pur- 
ON. ſucd, and to rouſe your Lordſhips to a ſenſe of the evils which it 
on i threatened to produce. Would to God that I could fay that the 
red WY fears which I formerly expreſſed of the ruinous conſequences of 
nat WY that ſyſtem had been idle and unmeaning apprehenſions! I am 
ile WI afraid, however, that I can boaſt, if it can be boaſt, to ſee realized 
tt0 8 the calamities I have predicted; that the event has but too faith- 
cet BY fully verified the opinions which I entertained. In the courſe of 
nd Wi theſe exertions, I have been ſubjected to obloquy, to inveRive, to 
h 1 8 the moſt foul and malignant miſrepreſentation. Such treatment has 
te never excited in me any emotions of anger, for I could not be angry 
tus. at what I fo much deſpiſe and contema. It has never deterred me 
ba from performing my duty, for I ſhould hold myſelf to be mean and 
nen  daftardly if my conduct could be actuated by ſuch conſiderations. 
ant BE bave been ſubjected likewiſe to charges of a more ſerious nature: 
108 WY 1 have bcen told that to my indiſeretion was owing the diſturbance 
ae which lately broke out in the fleet. Had ſuch an event actually 
eu been owing to any conduct of mine, though I ſhould have been 
| be happy to refſect that I was innocent of any bad intention, yet, had 
dei been conſcious that from any indiſeretion, ſo great a calamity had 
ail ariſen, I ſhould have hid my head from the world, and buried my- 
eig ſelf and my name in oblivion. When ſuch a charge was brought 
Y OBE forward, I indeed expected that ſome proof of it would have been 
ron BY afforded ; though I ſhould have been no leſs ſurpriſed at ſuch an 
attempt, fince I can only conſider the imputation as a raſh thought, 
not a ſerious accuſation. | Yet, none of theſe inſinuations, none of 
theſe charges ſhall deter me from doing my duty. I feel that it 
is the duty of every man to exert himſelf for the advantage of his 
country, in the ſtation in which he is placed, if his efforts can be 
employed with the ſlighteſt hope of ſucceſs. For four years, how- 
ever, J have ſtruggled to oppoſe a ſyſtem which J conceived to be 
pregnant with ſo much diſaſter. Notwithſtanding the calamities 
we have incurred, and the misfortunes we have ſuffered; notwith- 
ſtanding the incapacity which Miniſters have manifeſted, the fatal 
ſyſtem has maintained its aſcendancy in this Houſe. Yet, after all 
the arguments I could employ; and all the illuſtrations which ex- 
perience has afforded, I have not gained a ſingle inch for the dun- 
try. In theſe circamſtances there is nothing left but to xetire. In 
thus retiring I hope I ſhall not be accufed of . inconſiſteney, if, in 
Var. III. 1 Ce N 
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the courſe of a week or a month, I ſhould again return. When. 
ever I can indulge the hope of being uſeful, I ſhall return. In 
acting in this manner I may be accuſed of raſh folly, but, at leaſt, 
I ſhall eſcape the charge of inconſiſtency. What I have now to 
propoſe I do not bring forward with any hope of its being carried, 
All J aſk is, that your Lordſhips would turn it in your minds—that 
you would reflect ſeriouſly upon the ſituation of the country that 
you would try to deviſe fome means of avoiding the complete ruin 
with which we are threatened. By the ſyſtem that has hitherto 
been purſued I cannot hope that the impending de ſtruction can be 


- averted. Some other line of conduct, ſome other ſyſtem of mea. 


ſures, muſt be adopted. What that new ſyſtem ſhall be I am not 
fo preſumptuous as to decide: all I deſire is, that you would reſolve 
to embrace ſome other one, and to put an end to that from which 
we have alrcady ſuffered ſo much calamity, and from which we 
have yet ſo much to dread. I therefore move: 

„ That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty to re- 
4 mind His Majeſty that his dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, have, during 
« this calamitons war, uniformly given every aid and aſſiſtance 
c that could contribute to that ſupport which His Majeſty has ex- 
* perienced from a brave and a loyal people. | 

« To aſſure His Majeſty that it is even now with deep regret 
« we approach his Throne, to lay before him the grievances under 
e which his people labour; but that a ſenſe of duty compels us to 


2 


'& ſtate to His Majeſty, that the deſertion of all our allies, the tii- 


< umphs of an enemy we were taught by his ſervants to deſpiſe, the 
« public credit of the country impaired, the coaſts of theſe kingdoms 
% with impunity inſulted, the exertions of the Britiſh navy ſuſ- 
« pended, and the melancholy ſituation into which Ireland has 
cc been induſtriouſſy brought, preſents to our view a ſeries of cala- 
« mity unparalleled in the hiſtory of our country. 

«© Humbly to ſtate to His Majeſty, that we cannot attribute this 
uni form ſucceſſion of misfortune to accident or even to the miſer- 
« able incapacity of his ſervants ; that we muft regard it as. the 
« effe& of a ſyſtem of Government, deſtruQtive of the exertiom 
and hoſtile to the conſtitution of our country. 

6 That we feel it our bounden duty humbly to repreſent to His 
« Majeſty, that much as we lament the blood that has been ſpilt, 


« and the burdens that have been impoſed on His Majeſty's ſub- 


„ Jets in maintaining the difaſtrous conteſt in which we are en- 


« gaged, deeply as we deplore the perilous ſtate of His Majeſty's 
8 ban, we can alone regard theſe our preſent misfortunes 25 
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a prelude to more ſerious calamities, which we view with horror, 

but which we look forward to as the ſure conſequence of perfe- 

vering in that ſyſtem of policy which His Majeſty's ſervants have 
purſued. 

« That under theſe.circumſtances we beſeech His Majeſty, by 

diſmiſſing thoſe Miniſters from his preſence who have conſtantly 

inſulted the enemy by their diſcourſe, and encouraged them by 
their incapacity, to give to his ſubjects a proof of his anxiety to 

procure that peace which his people ſo anxiouſly deſire. 

« Weentreat His Majeſty, by diſmiſſing from his Councils thoſe 

men whoſe extravagance and want of good faith have impaired 

the credit of the country, to diſplay his defire of uniting with his 

ſubjects in reſtoring that public credit on which the importance 

of his kingdom ſo maturely depends. 

« We earneſtly ſolicit His Majeſty, by diſmiſſing his preſent 

ſervants, to give to the People of Ireland the ſtrongeſt proof they 

can receive of His Majeſty's diſapprobation of that ſyſtem of 
treachery by which the preſent diſcontents of that country have 

been foſtered, and of his Majeſty's intention of ſecuring (if it is yet 
poſſible) the connection that ſubſiſts between theſe kingdoms, by 

extending to men of all deſcriptions in that oppreſſed country, 

the bleſſings of the conſtitution under which they were born. 


ret « Finally, we implore His Majeſty, that by diſmiſſing from his 
der Bi « preſence for ever, thoſe Miniſters whoſe meaſures have impaired 
% © the liberties, and whoſe extravagance has injured the property of 
tri. “ his ſubjects, he will afford a ſure teſtimony of his gracious in- 
the Wi « tention of co-operating in reſtoring the ſpirit of the Britiſh Con- 
an “ ſtitution, and of adopting ſuch a ſyſtem of economy and retrench- 
re “ ment as is alone conſiſtent with the proſperity of his exhauſted 
cc 


people.” 
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ala- Earl STRANGE (Duke of Athol) agreed that the preſent criſis 

vas one which loudly called for exertion, but he did not think that 
this the meaſure propoſed in the addreſs moved by the noble Duke was 
iet- Nat all calculated to meet the exigency of the times. The war he 
| the acknowledged to be.a great ſource of the difficulties under which the 
10ns country laboured. Theſe, however, were more or leſs the conſe- 
quence of every war, and were perhaps inſeparable from ſuch a con- 
teſt as the preſent. The noble Duke, in the firſt part of his ſpeech, 
had provided him with arguments in favour of the neceſſity of the 
war. It was in his opinion neceſſary for the preſervation of order, 
eligion and law; and when theſe objects, which we had gained, 
were compared with what we had loſt, he was not of opinion that 
e had good reaſon to complain. He declined entering into ary 
Ce 2 
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herein a nation, which, within the ſpace of tour years, has held“ 
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detail upon the conduct of the war. The inquiry would take uy pre- el 
too much of the time of the Houſe, and he confeſſed himſelf unable ¶ ſurroi 
to lead them through it. He only begged leave to obſerve, that Hof na 
- the conduct of every war depended upon the circumſtanzes of that O. 
war. With reſpect to the ceſſion of Belgium, he reminded the nothi; 
Houſe that we were not in the ſame fituation now that we were in forme 
during Lord Malmeſbury's negotiation ; he did not conceive it ¶ econo 
therefore to be fair to reaſon from the terms which it was then proper Ml whict 
to reject, to the terms which we ought at preſent to accept. He ¶ and f 
could not agree with the reſults of the noble Duke's calculatiuns, WW from 
He had obſerved that he leſſened the produce of the taxes, and in- WM what 
creaſed the expenditure beyond what it really was, in order to give A gre 
ſtrength to his argument. Into the conduc of the Chancellor of Wl extent 
the Exchequer, with regard to the Bank, he did not chuſe to go, but Hof cal 
he was convinced that he could give a ſatisfactory explanation of Wl ſkill a 
every part of it. In reply to the queſtion of the noble Duke, try of 
«<< What had we gained by the conteſt ?”—He ſaid, that we had In 
gained the privilege of fitting and debating in that Houſe, and that ¶ heade: 
if we had not entered into the war with France, neither he nor the IM and to 
noble Duke would have been Peers of the Realm. Of the Sedi- Wtitude 
tion and Treaſon Acts, though he acknowledged them to be i our C 
fringements to a certain degree upon the Conſtitution, he had ap- {Wand es 
proved as meaſures dictated by a temporary and urgent neceſſity, ¶ the ſol 
in common, he was convinced, with four fifth of the nation. The pronoi 
noble Duke had aſked, whether they were determined to devote Wour na 
their country to deſtruction? No; on the contrary, they would by bra 
fave the country. The noble Duke had aſſerted the ſtake he had {ceflors 
in the country. He allowed that it was great, but there were many to be { 
in the Houſe who had ſtill greater ſiakes ; thoſe, for inſtance, who But 
had families for whoſe intereſts they had to conſult, On the ſub- ¶ ments 
ject of the ſeamen, he expreſſed a hope that they would foon, under {Mipeech 
a conviction of their folly, return to the regular diſcharge of their Meannot 
duty. He oppoſed the addreſs, upon the ground that it would tend {Wliant a 
to detract from the energy of Government, to unhinge the Admi- Wand ali 
niſtration, and even to unhinge the country. ment, 
- The Duke of GRAFTON faid—I am defirous, my Lords, d which 
offering once again to your Lordſhips a few words; ſerious they will WdiQed 
be, but, I truſt, not unſalutary : and I wiſh to do this, before the the M 
country is plunged inevitably into that gulph, which appears to me vas fo 
to be preparing for its reception. May I not venture to call upon {Welt to 
every one of your Lordſhips to cite from the whole volume of the Ws to t! 
annals of the 5:9:1d, one fingle inſtance fimilar to the preſent; {rom a 
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pre· eminenee undiſputed, admired, reſpected, and envied, by every 
ſurrounding, people, but brought down, as we 22w are, to a low ebb 
of nationa! diſtreſs. 

Our wealth was then alme/? conſidered as without an end : and 
nothing but the inconſiderate waſte and laviſh profuſion of a ſyſtem, 
formed to create every ruinous evil, and an enemy to all public 
economy, could have diſcovered it to the world in a condition, 
which acknowledged, that it was exhauſtible: ſuch vaſt reſources 
and ſupplies were conſtantly ſpringing up in ſupport of this wealth, 
from a trade ſurpaſſing all that former ages could conceive, and even 
what the preſent age, who poſſeſſed it, were ſcarcely ſenſible of. 
A great capital alſo, enabling our merchants to give a conſiderable 
extent of credit, brought advantages to the ſame beyond the reach 
of calculation. Nor muſt here be forgotten the aid given by the 
ſkill and ingenuity of your manufacturers; and laſtly, by the induſ- 
try of your people. 

In military force, beſides a gallant and well-trained militia, 
headed by officers taken from the higheſt ranks of the community, 
and towards whom I hope the nation will never be wanting in gra- 
titude : a ſtanding army was on foot, as conſiderable as the nature of 
our Conſtitution ought ever to maintain, and commanded by ſkilful 
and experienced officers, which, added to the diſcipline and ſpirit of 
the ſoldiery, placed it in a rank to be inferior to none ; and this I 
pronounce on the teſtimonies of many of the beſt authority. And 
our natural defence and pride, our fleet, was manned at that time 
by brave ſeamen, anxious to ſurpaſs the naval feats of their prede- 
ceflors ; and they have had the opportunities of ſhewing themſelves 
to be ede to all thoſe of every other power. 

But wherefore ſhould I detain your Lordſhips with dull ſtate- 
ments of my own, when I can fo readily refer you to Mr. Pitt's 
ſpeech in 1 792, which I have often before alluded to, but which 
cannot be too often mentioned, as it ſtands in print, the moſt bril- 
liant and captivating picture of our actual proſperity at that time, 
and alſo of our well-grounded expectations for progreſſive improve- 
ment, to be brought through the medium of a fifteen-years peace, 
which might, from the ſituation of Europe at that moment, be pre- 
lifted more confidently than at any other that had ever been. How 

e Miniſter came to depart from this tantalizing proſpect, which 
vas founded on ſuch fair and true reckoning, and which he clearly 
elt to be ſo, he has much to anſwer to his own conſcience, as well 
as to the country. I truſt that it was not, as his enemies ſuggeſt, 
trom a luſt of power, This would, indeed, be a facrifice at the 
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ſhrine of inordinate ambition much more criminal than the fremy of 
Medea, which cauſed her to exclaim, 


| Video meliora, proboque ;; 
« Deteriora ſequor.” 


But what is your preſent ſituation ? Let me paſs over, with all pq. 
fible diſpatch, the ſad and dreadful tale: the words of the n dle 
Duke's motion will aſſiſt me, as they recapitulate the long ring d 
diſaſters in order, and muſt have already raiſed in your Lordfhipg 
breaſts the lively impreſſions of their truth Would that your 
Lordſhips would be rouſed from thence to take that part which the 
nation has a right to expect from you! 

Great Britain is ſtript of, or deſerted by, every ally on the Con. 
tinent that could bring any eſſential aid: the laſt of whom, and an 
ally, whoſe exertions might fairly be boaſted of, if report ſays true, 
and this Houſe has no other information, is juſt not our enemy. 
The Bank of England, owing to the moſt unaccountable and fati 
inattention, or rather neglect on the part of the Lords of the Tre 
fury, of the ſtate of the circulating ſpecie of the kingdom, when 
many ſchemes might have been propoſed, probably to prevent, cer- 
tainly to leſſen, the alarming conſequences which have followed 
This Bank of England has received a wound, even in ſpite of the 
repeated repreſentations of the Directors on the miſchicf which 
muſt ariſe from the bullion exported, and the exceſſive amount d 
the ſums advanced to Government, together with a blot, which al 
the waters of Lethe will never be able to expunge ; I mean by 
the effect of the Order of Council. The hand of power has ap 
peared ſtretched out againſt the Bank, where a ſagacious Stateſman, 
if driven to the meaſure, would, at leaſt, have ſo conducted it as to 
have anſwered the ſame end, and have ſpared this indelible ſtain on 
the character and nature of the Bank. 

Saint Domingo alone, without many conflicts, and no battle 
fought, beſides the millions there laviſhed in the moſt wild and un- 
juſtifiable of all attempts, has (what is ſtill more lamentable) proved 
to be a grave for the greater part of the troops ſent thither, ſo that the 
remnant is but the ſkeleton of our once-noble army. The num- 


ders, both of officers and men, who have ſucceſſively fallen victims to 


dire diſeaſes in that horrid climate, exceed what would be credited. 
Their relatives have to thank the wild and weak project of a ral 
and incompetent Miniſter, who may poſſibly ſtill with inſenſibility 
anſwer, that ſuch is the chance of war. I do not dare acquaint 
your Lordſhips to what a ſmall number is reduced the regular in. 
funry in England. The Miniſter ought to be aware of it; and! 
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no what it is; and Inow mention it as a warning to the noble Lord 

in office, that he, with his colleagues, may not be weakening this 

eſſential defence ſtill farther by employing them on more fatal pro- 

jects 3 ; when it is, and ought to be, the principal of all meaſures to 
give ſecurity at home. The melancholy ſtate of the navy affords a 
freſh proof of the incapacity and want of ſagacity of Adminiſtration 
—who was there, except themſelves, who did not ſee the propriety 
and neceſſity of aſſiſting in ſome ſuitable way the ſeamen, when, at 
the moment of the high price of proviſions, confiderable indulgencies 
were directed for the ſoldiers? But it will poſſibly be aſked, if 
theſe matters were ſo palpable, how happened it, that thoſe, who 
were of that opinion, were fo totally ſilent on the ſubject ?—for the 
plaineſt of all reaſons : becauſe the Lords in office, and their fol- 
lowers, would have been happy to have held ſuch perſons out as 5 the 
fomenters of mutiny and ſedition. 

As to Ireland: That kingdom muſt be conſidered to be in fo 
titical a ſtate, that unleſs a reform, a temperate reform in Parlia- 
, and a full emancipatian of the Catholics, together with a total 
hange of the men who now conduct the affairs in that country, 


hat Ireland added to the liſt of Republics, which the fatal mea- 
ures of our Miniſters have been the cauſe of erecting and eftabliſh- 
7 all over Europe: but with this difference, that if a Revolution 
kes place in Ireland, it will inevitably produce a Revolution in 
reat Britain. Of no poſition in politics was I ever ſo affured of 
of this, I proteſt: an axiom from which no arguments will ever 
e able to withdraw my reaſon. Jo prevent theſe greateſt of evils 
xtending hither, it will be wiſe to oppoſe the only effective remedy, 
hich I carneſtly recommend to the cool and diſpaſſionate confidera- 
on of all your Lordſhips : I mean a temperate Parliamentary Re- 
rm in this country, without which the Conſtitution will flip from 
nder us ; and that great and ſagacious Stateſman, who delivered in 
other place that inimitable argument in favour of Parliamentary 
eform, might have added to the names of Menteſquieu and 
achiavel, that till more revered for wiſdom, the name of our 
rd Bacon, than whom there was not a more ſtrenuous advocate 
r the frequent reviſal and eorrections of all national inſtitutions, 
aintaining always, that every human fabric or eſtabliſhment was 
bject to that decay and corruption, which lapſe of time would ne- 
farily produce. 

Thus have theſe Miniſters, who have hitherto been controlled in 
thing, brought the nation from the upper ſtep of its greatneſs down 


ake place, and directly, if it be not now too late, we ſhall ſoon ſee 


rapid degrees to the lowelt, where we now ſtand, and are looking 
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up with doubts, whether we ftill poſſeſs virtue, public and private 
ſufficient to carry us up the ſteep and rugged hill we have in view, 
and which muſt be climbed. 

Is there any one, to whom it need be ſaid, that this chain of dif. 
aſters can no more have falien out by chance, and the commen fan 
of war, than the beautiful globe we walk on, could have been pro. 
duced under an Epicurean ſyſtem, by a ſortuĩitous concurrence of 2 
infinity of atoms? No, my Lords; let us not condemn chance fa 
our ſituation, nor for our ſuticrings : the Miniſters are before yay 
who brought you hither. - Your Lordſhips have to this, day given 
them your ſupport : many of you, I doubt not, from laudable mg: 
tives; and, if you could diveſt yourſelves of falſe notions of deli. 
cacy, would, I am perſuaded, profeſs that you had been miſled, and 
would haſten the more to do all the good of which you are ſo capable 
The confidence that has hitherto been given, from whatever motiva 
proceeding; has proved fatal Wiſdom is at no time more conſpi 
cuous, nor more amiable, than in the acknowledgment of error, 
But all ſupport given to the ſame Miniſters from this moment, the 
public has a right to conſider. to be given with open eyes, and there 
fore to involve the perſon equally with the Miniſter, in the guilt of 
every future fatal preject. 

As to myſelt, I folemnly proteſt, that no confidetation that th 
world can offer would ſtand in competition with the comfort J feel; 
that fo far from having abetted the pernicious counſels which hart 
brought on the downfall of the empire, I have, to the beſt of ny 
little ability, endeavourcd by every conſtitutional means to prevent 
them. 

Thus have I diſcharged my duty to the King, to my County 
and to myſelf; for I was carly perſuaded that a perſeverance i 
theſe pernicious meaſures would endanger the Crown itſelf, injur 
or overthrow the Conſtitution. I would leave every man withol 
excuſe, who, foreſecing the gathering ſtorm, did not exert himſelft 
avert the dreadful conſequences. 

If this motion is to be received at this alarming period, with 
ſame cold indifference, which has been ſhewn by the Houſe in da 
leſs di ſaſtrous; and, if I ſee an unconſtitutional confidence, becon 
now by events infinitely more unconſtitutional, ſtill continued -to ti 
ſame degree towards Miniſters, after ſo evident proof of their * 
peated miſuſe of it—for one, I ſhall not- think it neceſſary for m 
ſelf to trouble your Lordſhips, in that caſe, any more. Before 
xetire, to fortify my own mind againſt the calamities which arc f 
approaching, and to prepare my family for that which they will pr 
bably have to undergo, E ſhall think it to be a duty incumbent © 
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«WM mc, to lay before my Sovereign, the reaſons for my conduct; flat- 

tering myſelf that I ſhall be allowed that gracious hearing, which 
i. His Majeſty has fo often given formerly to one, from whoſe tongue 
he never heard but the dictates of the heart as ſincerely as they ar 
now delivered to your Lordihips. 

Lord ROMNEY aid, that he differed with the noble Duke who 
had juſt ſat down in every article he had mentioned, except the fin- 
cerity which he profeſſed, and of that he had as high an opinion as 
it was poſſible. He , afferted, that the war was what it had been 
always ſtated to be by His Majeſty's Miniſters, and thoſe who ſup- 
ported them, both juſt and necefſary. That ſo far from its being 
an unſucceſsful or diſaſtrous war, he thought it exactly the reverſe ; 
and that the valour of Engliſhmen had never been more conſpieu- 
ouſly diſplayed than in the courſe of the preſent war. His Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, that the language of deſpondeney, which had been fo 
often reſorted to in that Houſe, he was convinced had been of the 
greateſt difſervice and detriment to the cauſe of this country, and he 
hoped it would henceforward be laid aſide. Looking upon the 
war in the light he did, he could not by any means agree with the 
ſentiments laid down either by the noble Duke who ſpoke laſt, or 
the noble Duke who made the motion. He could not think of 
voting for the addreſs, becauſe it contained language which he 
thought was pregnant with the moſt pernicious conſequences. One 
paſſage of it contained theſe words, ſpeaking of the People of Ire- 
land, that oppreſſed People.” Theſe words he thought very 
wrong. What would be ſaid by the People of Ireland, if this ad- 
ireſs was voted, and thereby got abroad, that this Houſe think the 
People of Ireland an pprefſed People? It might be attended with 
he moſt miſchievous effects. The noble Duke who made the 
otion, had mentioned our having loſt all our allies. It was true 
ve had fo, but no Engliſhman could fairly find fault with our mag- 
animous and auguſt ally the Emperor, who had certainly ventured 
very thing for this country, and continued the alliance to the laſt 
oment it was in his power. This, was not the time for removing 
xcoMmgMiniſters. If the country was wounded in its vitals, as repre- 
toll nted, it did not ſignify whether it fell under this or another Ad- 
tir Mniniſration. He was of opinion that the late mutiny on board 
or Me fleet was owing to French intrigues, and that it would one day 
efore We proved to be ſo. If the failors were not true to their country, 
arc 1s ſituation was deſperate indeed; but if they were, then we might 
ill piety the combined attack of every nation upon earth. 
ent ff The Earl of GUILFORD was not afraid of contradiiion 
hen he ſtated that at no time this Aſſembly was called upon to 
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deliberate in a ſituation more critical, or upon a queſtion of ſo 
great moment. That the country was placed in a ſituation of dif. 
treſs and calamity beyond all parallel, it was idle to take up time 
in demonſtrating. If there were any who doubted the faQ, he 
called upon them to look to the continent of Europe, and in Portu- 
gal, to behold the miſerable remnant of a vaſt and expenſive alli. 
ance ſupported by which we had commenced the war. But the de. 
ſertion of our allies was not all, We had to contend againſt x 
formidable enemy with powers cemented by reliſtance, and in poſ. 
ſeſſion of great and numerous armies, without one ſpot againſt which 
to turn them, except his Majeſty's dominions. He called upon 
them alſo, not to overlook our internal ſituation, and to recur to 
the vaſt preſſure of the enormous debt under which the county 
groaned. — But it was needleſs to diſtreſs their Lordſhips' feeling 
by enumerating the various inſtances of calamity which met the exe 
of the moſt cautious beholder. The failure of the Bank, which 
at one time would have been regarded as the greateſt misfortune 
which the country could ſuffer, was now the leaſt evil-which it had 
to encounter. To the miſconduct of Miniſters he aſcribed the 2g. 
gregate ſum of that calamity. They were now called upon to take 
ſome ſtep which might afford a chance of ſalvation. He beſeeched 
them to make ſome effort to prove that they were not dead to the 
feelings of the people, or blind to the ſituation of the ſtate. The 
noble Duke had propoſed to carry an addreſs to His Majeſty as 1 
preliminary ſtep to any meaſure by which the ſalvation of the coun- 
try could be affected; and in this addreſs he muſt heartily con. 
curred. His ſupport he ſtated to reſt upon the following grounds; 
The firſt effect which was likely to flow from this addreſs was im- 
mediate peace, without which there was no hope or chance of falyi- 
tion. Under the preſent Adminiſtration, was there any man (0 
ſanguine as to hope that peace could be obtained? He ſhould not 
notice the rniſerable farces which, under the name of negotiation, 
had been aſked at Baſle and Paris, nor the unſucceſsful journey d 
Mr. Hammond, to Vienna. But was there a noble Lord in that 
Houſe, or a man in the country, who did not feel immediately upon 
the Emperor's concluding a ſeparate peace, a negotiation ſhould have 
been opened at Paris for the purpoſe of ſecuring a peace for thi 
country? If we had not had our financial embarraſſments to com- 
tend with, common prudence would have dictated ſuch a meaſure 
But this was not the moſt forcible argument upon which it reſted. 
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It was unneceſſary for him to call the attention of their Lordſhip 
to circumſtances, in the preſent ſtate of the country, of greater mo- 
ment and far more preſling urgency. Beſides the effect of imme 
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diate peace, the meaſure would be productive of the moſt beneficial 
conſequences upon the kingdom at large. Their Lordſhips were 
not unacquainted with the preſent critical ſituation of Ireland. The 
great body of thoſe who had been a few years ago friends to Parlia- 
mentary Reform and Catholic Emancipation, were now united with 
the few, who at that time wiſhed a ſeparation from this country : 
and a great party, under the name of united Iriſhmen, were at this 
moment ready to join any ſtandard under which they could find re- 
lief and protection. The diſmiſſal of His Majeſty's Miniſters 
would be followed by conceſſions to the diſaffected in that kingdom, 
which operating in conjunction with the reſtoration of peace, would 
illay diſcontent and remove the dread of a ſeparation. The ſyſtem 
of Miniſters was calculated to produee that unfortunate event, and 
the delay of peace went in aid of the other meaſures which they 
were purſuing. His Lordſhip next conſidered the effect of the ad- 
dreſs upon the iſland of Great Britain. He did not think that the 
opinions, for the ſuppreſſion of which we had gone to war, had loſt 
any ground in the courſe of the laſt five years. He did not ſuppoſe 
it would be contended, that theſe opinions had ſuffered much from 
the influence either of our arms or of our laws. Did they not ſee, 
he aſked, that revolutionary opinions, and revolutionary meaſures 
were gaining upon them every hour? Some great change, he ven- 
tured to predict, was near at hand. That change, whenever it 
ſhould happen, or of whatever nature it would be, he truſted would 
tend to the advantage of the country. Had they really ſo little diſ- 
cernment to ſuppoſe, that the people would ſubmit to live under a 
conſtitution without inquiry, which in the courſe of five months had 
brought upon them calamities unprecedented in their nature, incal- 
culable in extent? He was not ſo unreaſonable as to ſuppoſe that 
a war of great and unexampled magnitude could be conducted with- 
out a vaſt expence : but he was unreaſonable enough to expect that 
Parliament ſhould exerciſe ſome control over that expence. He 
wiſhed to paſs no heavier a cenſure upon the Chancellor of the Ex- 
ehequer than the Chancellor of the Exchequer had paſſed upon 
thoſe Miniſters who had gone before him. How far that cenſure 
extended their Lordſhips would ſee by recurring to the Report of 
the Committee of finance, in 1782, which he recommended to 
their peruſal. They would there find that Mr. Pitt had made grie- 
vous complaints againſt all the ſyſtems of finance which had ever 
been acted upon, and to which he himſelf afterwards recurred. 
They would there find that extraordinaries were called little leſs 
than money raiſed without the conſent, and expended without the 
knowledge of Parliament. They would find in that Report the 
| Dd 2 
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conduct of the former Adminiſtration condemned upon examination, 
and the conduct of the preſent condemned in anticipation. To all 
the other effects, therefore, which the meaſure propoſed by the no- 
ble Duke would produce, would be added a correction of the extra. 
vagance in blood. and treaſure, for which the preſent, heyond all 
former Adminiſtrations, had been diſtinguiſhed. . There was ano- 
ther topic upon which he found himſelf called upon to ſay a fey 
words, namely, the expediency of a referm in the repreſentation of 
this country. He had long differed upon this ſubject with gentle. 
men for whoſe opinions he had a great reſpect; and though many of 
his doubts were removed, and he had by no means the ſame terror 
of the plan as ſome others, he confeſſed he was not a convert to the 
meaſure. He conſidered it as a remedy weak and ineffectual for 
the complicated evils of which they had to complain, and therefore 
he could not recommend it as a cure for the diſcaſed ſtate of the 
Commonwealth. He beſeeched their Lordſhips, however, to weigh 
well how they voted on this evening. He beſeeched them, it they 
diſſented from the addreſs, not to be contented with merely nega- 
tiving it. If they approved of the ſyſtem upon which Miniſters, 


had been acting, he beſeeched them publicly to announce it, and 


to ſay ſomething in their favour — Their cauſe, he aſſured them, 
needed ſupport. . He entreated them to declare if they thought ſo, 
that their conduct had been able, upright and economical, that theit 
alliances had been well choſen, and that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had been right in . promiſing to pay the advances from tie 
Bank to Government, and in braking his engagement as often as it 
was made. If, howevex, they treated this motion with ſilent con- 
tempt, or got rid of it by a ſimple negative, he ſhould feel it ridicu- 
lous to propoſe any other meaſure, or to treſpaſs upon their patience 
with a repetition of the ſame propoſal, till he had ſome better 
proſpect of ſucceſs. 

Lord AUCKLAND obſerved, that he differed extremely with 
the noble Lords who argued for a Reform of Parliament, but he 
thought it uſeleſs to trouble the Houſe by a minute diſcuſſion of 2 
ſubje& which had been ſo frequently the topic of public animadver- 
fion. He controverted the financial ſtatements of the noble Duke 
who brought forward the motion, both with reſpe& to the total 


amount of the expences of the war, and to the prudence of the re- 
ſpective taxes. There was, in his opinion, one ſource from whicl 
the preſent gloomy ſituation of affairs might be juſtly ſuppoſed i 
It was an eaſy taſk to depreciate the value of the ad- 
vantages poſſeſſed by the nation, and to repreſent matters totall 
contrary to what they in fact were. To that fixed ſyſtem of app* 
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rent deſpondeney and artificial melancholy, aſſumed for the purpoſe 
of introducing new principles, he would, without heſitation, aſcribe 
a conſiderable part of the momentary embarratiment of the country. 
But while our navy, our army, and our trade, were under-rated in 
that falſe eſtimate, which was alone conducive to the introduction of 
anarchy, the noble Lords who talked in ſuch melancholy ſtrains 
ſeemed to forget that we had deſtroyed the navy, the commerce, and 
the forcign poſſeſſions of France. He could not, therefore, too 
pointedly reprobate a ſy ſtem which raiſed the power of the enemy 
at the expence of our own, and in which the poverty of the country, 
not the opulence of it, was continually held out to inſpire ſentiments 
incompatible with Engliſh glory and independence. It formed, 
however, a ſubject of infinite confolation to him, that the deſperate 
and glooiny ſtate of the nation was only to be found in the deſperate 
and gloomy ſpeeches delivered in Parliament. A noble Duke (the 
Duke of Athol) had declared that he believed there was French 
gold at the bottom of a late mutiny ; he was free to ſtate, that he 
perfectly coincided in that opinion; yet he felt it an act of juſtice 
to declare, that the Great body of the Britith ſeamen were far above 
ſuch paltry conſideration, and completely impenetrable to the moſt 
wily arts of ſeduction. 

The Earl of SUFFOLK entertained ſentiments diametrically 
oppoſite. "Theſe were not times to remain in ſullen filence. He 
who had the good of his country at heart ought to come forward, 
and ſpeak out. He reprobated Miniitry for forcing the country to 
the extremity of danger, and ſupported the motion as a ſtep towards 
the ſalvation of the country. It was idle nonſenſe to ſay, that Eng- 
land did not at this time ſuffer from the moſt alarming internal 
diforders, from which the could be extricated only by a ſpeedy 
change of Men and meaſures. It, however, thoſe in power had 
the folly to deny the exiftence of Tuch circumſtances in England, 
let them turn their eyes 7» Ireland, where they would find much to 
fear and much to lament. He withed to be informed, whether on 
this ſubject the noble Sceretary of State meant to perſevere in 
llence? If he had no intention of anſwering the important queſtions 
which had been put to him reſpecting the ſtate of the ſiſter king- 
dom, he felt himſelf called upon by a ſenſe of the duty which he 
owed to his King and Country, to communicate to the Houſe and 
the public, the private information which he had upon the ſubject. 
[The noble Earl having ſat down, no reply was made by Lord 
renville, but there was a general call for the queſtion. ] 

The Earl of SUFFOLK faid, he could not ſuffer the queſtion 
o be put without communicating to the Houſe the information 


205 


206 PARLIAMENTARY 


which he had from a reſpectable quarter about the ſtate of Ireland. 
He ſhould therefore read a part of a letter upon that ſubject, which 
he had received from Brigadier General Cooke, an officer of ac. 
knowledged worth and talents. 

Lord SYDNEY doubted much of the propriety of the noble 
Earl reading a part of a letter from a private friend of his own, 
which was not written with a view to be laid before the Houſe. 

The Earl of SUFFOLK replied, that that ought to be left v 
his difcretion, and proceeded to read the letter, in which Ircland 
was ſtated to be © really almoſt in a ſtate of inſurrection; that, 
« whenever the ſword was drawn, all was over; and that the 
« country was not in a much better ſtate of defence than befor: 
« Chriſtmas.” 

The Earl of WEST MORLAND called the noble Lord to 
order, as giving the opinion of a military officer upon the inſufh. 
cient ſtate of the defence of Ireland. : 
The Farl of SUFFOLK declined procecding with the letter, 
as the Houſe did not ſcem diſpoſed to receive the information it 
contained. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWN expreſſed his ſurprize that Mi. 
niſters would not give the public any ſatisfaction upon ſubjedꝭs fi 
intereſting to the country, and that they even carried their diſpoſi- 
tion to ſecrecy ſo far that they put a negative upon information, 
when it was offered from another quarter. As they had, however, 
been fo forward in ſuppreſſing the information which was diſinte- 
reſtedly offered by his noble aud worthy friend, who had juſt fat 
down, he did not conſider it as preſumptuous to expect that they 
would have the gracious condeſcenſion to give what they themſelves 
thought ſafe to be given. He wiſhed rather to hear than to ſpeak, 
and he had come down on this day, prepoſſeſſed with an idea, that 
fome notice would be given by His Majeſty's Miniſters, that a ne- 
gotiation had commenced between this Country and France, or at 
teaſt that overtures for a negotiation had been made by His Ma 
jeſty's Miniſters. Had this been announced he ſhould not have 
troubled them on the preſent evening; he confeſſed that he had no 
other ground for the ſuppoſition, than general report, which to 4 
willing mind was often apt to go for more that it was worth. What 

could retard propoſitions for negotiation, he was utterly at a loſs to 
divine; the original cauſes of the war no longer exiſted ; we had 
no longer the opening of the Scheldt to reſiſt ; the fate of the Lon 
Countries, he was afraid, was already decided ; deſerted by all our 
allies, we had only our own intereſt to care for; the cauſe of ths 
delay therefore, to him, was utterly inexplicable. Miniſters ſurcly 
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; Wl could not be aſſured enough to be waiting for the mediation of ſome 
M Wl northern power, who knew nothing about the ſettlements which 
were to be the ſubje of diſcuſſion between this Country and 
France ; beſides, in nine cauſes out of ten, theſe mediations tended 
nter to retard than accelerate the object to which they were di- 
, rected. Allies, now we had none! He truſted that they had not 
the madneſs to attempt to make Auſtria renew the conteſt. He 


aged before, notwithſtanding the firm perſuaſion expreſſed by His 
Majeſty's Miniſters of their undoubted honour and ſincerity ; he 
remembered its having been ſtated, that it was quite impoſſible for 
the King of Sardinia to deſert us, He was toid alſo that the Mi- 
niſters of his Pruſſian Majeſty were the beſt and moſt honourable 
Miniſters in Europe ! when he had talked of a ſubſidy being ſent to 
the King of Pruſſia, Miniſters exclaimed, © Subſidy ' Do you call 
it a ſubfidy? It is a cheap economical contract.“ They had had 
plenty of contracts of this nature; whether the Pruſſian contract 
was a cheap one or not he could not ſay; perhaps it was more eco- 
nomical than ſome of thoſe which had been entered into in Saint 
i. MDomingo. Auſtria, our moſt faithful ally, had alſo deſerted us. 
ar perhaps it might be ſaid, © it is an ill wind that blows nobody 
ofi- MWrood,” and that as we have hitherto been ſending money out of the 
duntry we may now expect that it will return, He expected to 
hear that the Bank of Vienna, upon the return of peace, would 
ave reſumed its payments, and that not only the intereſt of the 
oney we had lent.to the Emperor would be punQually paid, but 
hat the capital would be gradually liquidated. * Not one word 
Ives Ways the noble Secretary to this,” exclaimed the Marquis. © I ſee 
eak, Nie ſmiles, however. It is really good fun! Well he may laugh 
at having ſo dexterouſly cheated the country out of ſix millions of 
oney, and the country, deſerves to be cheated while they ſubmit to 
de taxed in wind and in air without one murmur againſt the au- 
hors of the oppreſſion.“ As to the proſpeQs of peace, he obſerved, 
hat he had the fin upon his head of believing that the French Go- 
ernment were always inclined to pacification; and he recommended 
t to His Majeſty's Miniſters to make a declaration ſtating their in- 
ination to enter into negotiation, which, if it ſerved no other pur- 
poſe, would at leaft ſolve a problem which never yet had been ſolved, . 
amely, what we were fighting for ? He adverted with much ſeve- 
ity upon the filence of Miniſters when their meaſures were attacked, 
ind upon the myſtery in which they attempted to involve every thing 
hat was paſſing in the country. The preſent calamities might be - 
ll traced to the myſterious conduct of His M 1;efty's Miniſters. In 


reminded them of the bad faith of the allies with which we had B i 


Fd 


Ma 
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the late buſineſs of the ſeamen, that kind of ſtate myſtery had part. mak 
cularly prevailed which uniformly proved miſchie vous to the com. then 
munity. He would maintain that loyalty was the chief feature of i en 
that valuable claſs of men, and they carried their idea of it fo fa n 
that it became a neceflary ingredient in their ſongs, and in all their il un 
merriment. They of "courſe could not be eaſily led to entertain _- 
doubts of the ſincerity of His Majeſty's Miniſters with reſpect ty (Gre 
the conceſſions they demanded, were they not in a certain degree of a 
warranted by the dilatory conduct of Government on that very im- by hi: 
portant occaſion, and by the want of publicity and diſpatch, to git the c 
them ſatisfaction. He ſhould remind their Lordſhips, that he had, Ml ene 
about two years ago, ſtated the neceffity of reformation in the nay, The 
but his ſuggeſtion had not been attended to. He was juſtified 5 ly 
declaring, on the authority of the ableſt and moſt enlightened me Frenc 
in Ireland, that that country was then placed in a ſituation of ür en | 
moſt imminent danger. He had in his pocket the reſolutions Lately end 
entered into on that intereſting ſubject by the gentlemen of the bur 11 
of Dublin, than whom there did not any where exiſt a more im. that h 
partial, more independent, or more enlightened ſet of men. | merel) 
was not yet publiſhed in this country, and though he ſhould not nbn under 
treſpaſs on their Lordſhips by a peruſal of it, he would earneſtly re 4 9; 


commend it to their future ſerious attention. They tated, in, tle 
moſt energetic and admirable language, the vaſt perils to which tha 
oppreſſed nation was ſubjected. Since he had alluded to theſe . 
ſolutions, he was concerned to find that a noble Duke (the Duke 
of Portland) was not then in his place, as he might, from having 
the fubject of the reſolutions recommended to his conſideration, 
reap conſiderable benefit from attending to them. But, perhaps, 
the noble Duke was employed in a more intereſting manner. | 


Darticu 
that ot! 
ne him 


onduC 


was not improbable but he might be then engaged in ſettling tie "A 5 
pariſh rates of Mary: le- bonne, or in ſpeculating on the probable * 
advantages ariſing from a revolution, on the ſame principles d ithi . 
profit, as thoſe by which his Dutch anceſtors acquired their poſlel We = 
ons. He could not, he was convinced, expreſs in a manner tw 2 My 
forcible, the dangers likely to ariſe from the meaſures. purſued i 5 ; 6 
His Majeſty's Miniſters with reſpect to Ireland. They were evl- ww 
dently laying the foundation of animoſity between both kingdoms he p : 
by ſeriding over troops thither ; and here he ſhould recommend . * 
His Majeſty's Miniſters the advice given by Mr. Neckar, to King Rk A 
on the ſubje& of coertion. That wiſe Stateſman ſtrongly adviſe * 0 a 
them not to provoke the people; to avoid, with the utmoſt caution * 
coercion of every kind, and to adopt conciliatory meaſures, even ii * 

7 


Vor. 


caſes of the moſt: preſſing nature, as the moſt effedtual means | 
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make their ſubjects comply with their juſt views, and reconcile 
them to a ſtate of peace and tranquillity. Buonaparte had unqueſ- 
tionably been the moſt formidable enemy this country had to con- 
tend with. That celebrated General had over-run a vaſt extent of 
country, and reduced upwards of two millions of people : and who 
had been the cauſe of thoſe ſucceſſes? Certainly the noble Lord 
(Grenville) who had provoked hoſtilities, and who by the ſame mode 
of reaſoning, had even outdone Buonaparte ; for the French had, 
by his friendly aſſiſtance, not only added to their territory three times 
the extent of territory acquired by Buonaparte, but had alſo expe- 
rienced an increaſe of three times the number of their population. 
The noble Lord might, therefore, be juſtly entitled to have a ſtatue 
erected to him in the Pantheon, for achievements in favour of the 
French Republic; and Buonaparte himſelf could not be ſuppoſed to 
envy ſuch a meaſure, to the merit of which he was bound, both as a 
friend to his country and an admirer of heroiſm, to ſubſcribe. 

The Duke of GRAFTON took an opportunity of explaining, 
that his retiring from public buſineſs was to be underſtood to be 
merely, under the preſent diſadvantageous circumſtances, when 
under the guidance of our preſent Miniſters, all exertion would 


nn a f 8 a 
ve to be abortive : ſtill avowing, that better times, or, indeed, 
105 much worſe, would bring him to his poſt. 

3 


Lord GREN VILLE declared his conviction, that the melan- 
holy tone of diſtreſs which was imputed to the country, began and 
nded with the noble Lords who ſupported the motion. He had 
particularly forborne to enter into the conſideration of the queſtion, 
that other perſons might decide on the merits of it, rather than that 
ne himſelf ſhould be forced to enter into a juſtification of his own 
onduct, and of thoſe with whom he had the honour to co- operate. 
He would candidly admit, that were the queſtion to be carried in 
he affirmative, it would give him the moſt ſerious and heartfelt 
oncern. To be deprived of the power of rendering every ſervice 
thin the ſcope of his abilities, both to his country and to his moſt 
pracious maſter, would, indeed, be the heavieſt misfortune he could 
poſſibly experience.” He therefore entertained the moſt ſanguine 
opes that the queſtion would be negatived, not certainly on account 
f any regard or ſolicitude about his own perſonal views of eaſe, for 
he preſent time was not fit for ſuch conſiderations ; but that he 
night remain in a ſituation that would enable him to give his 
erty and efficient ſupport to the meaſures of the Executive Go- 
ernment for the benefit and happineſs of the community. To be 
n indifferent ſpectator, would have been truly an afflicting thought 
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him; but to be an active ſharer at a criſis of ſuch magnitude and 
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moment, would operate on his mind as a moſt conſoling and ſatis. un 
factory reflection. If, in fact, His Majeſty's Miniſters had ever MW eco 
oppoſed thoſe noxious political principles which aimed at the ſubver. ¶ tio 
ſion of all regular Governments, they were at the preſent moment MW int 
more vigorouſly called upon to continue with additional alacrity and MW tio. 
firmneſs that conſtitutional oppoſition. Since he had been thus in. {MW fer: 
duced to offer himſelf to their Lordſhips' attention, he ſhould make WW pro 
a few remarks on what had paſſed in the courſe of the debate. The me 
noble Duke, in deploring the calamities of the preſent war, and in a 
enumerating the diſtreſſes produced by it, had merely tated argu. W zn 
ments which would apply with equal force againſt the proſecution of ¶ uni 
any war whatever. Such a mode of reaſoning might, on principles 
of a ſimilar nature, go againſt the ſyſtem of warfare altogether, how. 
ever juſt, however called for by the moſt imperious neceſſity. But 
did the noble Duke's argument apply to the preſent war, which had 
not only been commenced on the ground of abſolute neceſſity, but 
had been approved of by a vaſt majority of the country, and proſe. 
cuted through all its various ſtages with the concurring and moſt de- 
cifive approbation of Parliament? He believed, that the noble 
Duke was the firſt man that ever proceeded to move any vote of 
cenſure againſt Miniſters without giving them ſome previous notice 
of it. But he had choſen to act a part peculiar to himſelf, and had 
thought proper to ground his accuſation on the exceſs of expences, 
which, from their nature, it was totally impoſſible to foreſee, or to 
provide for by certain eſtimates. With reſpe& to the ſubſidies made 

to Pruſſia, on which a noble Marquis (Marquis of Lanſdown) hat 
deen pointedly ſevere, he ſhould merely obſerve, that without any 
alluſion to the various benefits that might be derived from that mei. 
ſure, there was one in which men the moſt oppoſite in political fen- 
timents could ſcarcely think differently, and that conſiſted in its being 
the beſt mode of hiring troops for the public ſervice. With reſped 
to our alliance with Auſtria, could the noble Marquis contend that 
ve had not, by the wiſdom of that proceeding, gained great and ſuc- 
ceſlive advantages to the real intereſſs of«the nation? The noblt 
Lords who ſupported the motion, conſidered it as a ſettled point, 
that the removal of Miniſters would be grateful to the public mind; 
but would they alſo affirm, that it would be equally grateful to tht 
public mind, if they themſelves were to occupy the place of Admi- 
niſtration ? The conduct of His Majeſty's Miniſters had ſucceeded 
In preventing that anarchy to which the language of thoſe who op 
poſed them ſtrongly tended, He had, for his own part, often heath 
' that Revolutionary ideas and principles had made a conſiderable pro 
grels in the country, but to what bold lengths they extended, he bat 

2 ' 
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until that night little conception. What, he would aſk, was the 
tonduct of the ſame noble Lords with reſpect to the preſent ſitua- 
tion of Ireland? They raſhly propoſed a direct interference in the 
internal concerns of that kingdom, after a moſt unqualified recogni- 
tion of its independence. If their Lordſhips had a right to inter- 
fere in any caſe, that caſe could only conſiſt in an interference to 

rotect and maintain the rights of His Majeſty, and of the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland ; and if the Government here had been able to ſend 
any force for the purpoſe of ſaving Ireland from confuſion, rapine, 
and deſolation, ſuch a conduct was, in his opinion, a freſh cauſe for 
unity and amity between both nations. A noble Marquis had, in 
the warmth of expreſſion, called Ireland an oppreſſed country. But 
what was the nature of that oppreſſion * Was it oppreſſion in the 
mind of the noble Marquis, to ſuffer the Legiſlature of that coun- 
try to make laws for itſelf? It was indeed a very ſtrange topic to 
bring forward, after all the various arguments which had-occurred 
on it, and after all the experience which their Lordſhips muſt have 
had reſpecting the nature of it. But that was not all the noble 
Marquis profeſſed to talk of conciliation, and ſeemed defirous to 
have it conſidered as his favourite theme ; yet while he dealt in pro- 
feſſions he in reality ſought out with uncommon induftry every prin- 
ciple of latent evil, and ſhewed a rooted defire to fruſtrate the great 
end of conciliation. When, therefore, he conſidered the preſent 
fituation of public affairs, and turned his thoughts to all the conſe- 
quences likely to reſult from a baſe and ſervile compliance with the 
leading doctrines of the day, he ſhould boldly ſay, that His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters would not tamely deſert that honourable poſt which 
they had hitherto filled, by directing all their efforts to the preſer- 
vation of the Conſtitution, and the permanent happineſs of the peo- 
ple. He ſhould think it extremely unſit for him to draw a compa- 
riſon between his own capacity and that of any of the noble Lords 
who uniformly oppoſed His Majeſty's Minifters ; but on the ground 
of zeal for the real intereſts of the State, and of a decided and un- 
alterable reſolution, to oppoſe by the moſt unwearied exertions and 
the moſt vigorous efforts, thoſe principles which ſtruck at the very 
exiſtence of the Conſtitution, and which went to the eſtabliſhment 
of anarchy, he would maintain that he was inferior to none. A 
Reform of Parliament was a chief meaſure propoſed by noble Lords, 


and to that meaſure he ſhould give a plain anſwer. He had ever 


oppoſed that innovation as a complete alteration of the Conſtitution. 

He had even oppoſed a temperate Reform; but that offered for diſ- 

cuſſion was above all others peculiarly objectionable. It went to 

pluck up by the roots every right planted by the Conſtitution= it 
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went to deſtroy the moſt eſſential ptineiples of liberty and property 
it went to eſtabliſh diſtricts, or to charaQterize them more pro- 
perly, departments, throughout the whole country, and as one Mem- 
ber could only repreſent one department, it went to change every 
election over the kingdom into the nature of a Weſtminſter elte- 
tion, with the benefits of which every one of their Lordſhips was 
neceſſarily —_— Parliament, he would again and again con- 
tend, did apt poſſeſs fo unlimited, ſo extraordinary a power, as to 
authorize ſuch a Reform. He concluded by entreating their Lord. 
ſhips to reflect, that if they once opened the floodgate to innovation, 
the torrent of anarchy would ſpread ſo forcibly and ſo wide, that it 
would not be in the power of their Lordſhips, by oppoſing their 
feeble hands as a barrier to deſtruction, to prevent the Conſtitution 
from being overwhelmed in general ruin. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWN explained, and ſaid he had 
forgot the queſtion of Reform in his former ſpeech ; he had been a 
friend to the meaſure even before the noble Duke (Bedford) was 
born, and he was happy to leave it in ſuch hands as thoſe of his 
Grace and of a reſpectable Member for one of the Univerſities in 
the other Houſe (Sir W. Dolben), who had lately been made a 
convert. He applauded Mr. Grey's motives and manner of propo- 
ſing his plan; but he was of opinion, that any thing but a gradual 
Reform would be dangerous, and he therefore wiſhed Reform to be 
made while it could be done gradually, and not to delay it till it 
would burſt over all bounds. On this point, the Marquis particu- 
larly recommended a wiſe book, juſt publiſhed on the French Revo- 
lution, by M. Neckar, who gave his opinion, that if the King af 
France had conceded in time, the Revolution would not have 
taken place; but the French Court, like the Engliſh Cabinet, re- 
fuſed making popular Reforms till it was too late. 

The Duke of LEEDS entreated both ſides, in the moſt earneſt 
manner, t proceed calmly in a diſcuſſion which involved in itſelf 
conſequences of the utmoſt importance. He, however, could not 

hap conceiving that the noble Secretary had, as it were, made the 
Cogſtitution depend for aſſiſtance, not ſo much upon its own intrinſe 
merit, as upon the conti nuance of the preſent Miniſters in office. 
For his part, he was convinced that it depended upon no ſet of men 
whatever; and though he would not 'afſert that the preſent” Minif- 
ters were intentionally wicked, he could not help coneciving them 
peculiarly unfortunate.” His Grace diſapproved of Parliamentary 
Reform, and expreſſed a wiſh that the previous queſtion wer: 
: moved but he declined moving it. 
Lord GREN VILLE explained. He ſaid, if the motion mere! 
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ent to the removal of His Majeſty's Miniſters, he ſhould not have 
riſen to oppoſe it; many others might undoubtedly be found equally 
able, and a great majority who would ſupport * thoſe Miniſters who 
ied on the ſame leading principles; but the ground of his preſent 
poſition was, becauſe he believed in his conſcience that the object 
f ſome noble Lords was to promote, not a change of men, but a 
Revolution in the country. 

Lord RAWDON (the Earl of Moira) denied that the motion 
was of a perſonal nature, and vindicated the noble Duke who made 
it on conſtitutional grounds. He, for one, was not diſpoſed to 
aſcribe to Miniſters that proſperity which aroſe fibm the energy of 
its merchants ; their genius and enterpriſing ſpi:it would ever carry 
the country to the height of proſperity, if Adminiſtration did not 
put bars in their bay. Tt was true, the motion was meant to in- 
fi& a penalty upon Miniſtry, for the ſubverſion of our credit, the 
ciſappointment of our hopes, and the failure of the objects of the 
war. The noble Secretary of State had oppoſed the motion leſt the 
Conſtitution ſhould be overturned, “ but (ſaid the Earl of Moira) 
| ſhall ever object to this mode of argument; it goes to identify the 
preſent Miniſters with the Conſtitution of the country, and to fink 
the confidence of the country in its own reſources, and in the frame 
2nd form of its government ; an argument this, both fallacious and 
pernicious, becauſe then, all our preſent evils and diſaſters would be 
attributed not to Miniſters, but to Government.” With regard to 
Ireland, he wiſhed to ſpeak with caution. When the Catholics of Ire- 
land had ſhewn their loyalty at the time the French were off Bantry 
Bay, the Iriſh Government, under the influence of the Britiſh Ca- 
binet, heſitated in refuſing them a community, of privileges. He 
hoped, however, that it was not yet too late to conciliate ;. but this 
could not be done by any half meaſures. Miniſters muſt ſpeak out 
fairly and explicitly, and not leave a loop-hole for ſuſpicion. He 
denied that the affairs of Ircland were foreign to the Britiſh Cabi- 


net; and therefore ſhould a convulſion happen in that country, it 


would be but juſtice to inflit puniſhment upon thoſe on this fide the 
water, who had not ſought to avert conſequences fo ruinuus. His 
Lordſhip concluded with lamenting the ſlumber into which the 
Houſe had fallen in a ſeaſon of danger. 1 

Earl SPENCER objected to the motion on the ſame ground 
with Lord Grenville, becauſe it was connected in its object with 
a change of meaſures, which he firmly believed would prove ruinous 
to the country. If it were true that our ſituation was dangerous, 
it behoyed every one to come to a rallying point, and ſtand 'by the 
eſtabliſhed Conſtitution of the country. The tendency of the 
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noble Duke's motion, ſo far from obviating exiſting difficultic, 


drelent. 


would, in his opinion, haſten the ruin of the country. He lamenti Could 
that the affair of the ſeamen had been mentioned again. It van fat 
one of thoſe queſtions which, in his mind, ought not to come b. Ind va 
fore Parliament, though undoubtedly occaſions might ariſe v Th 


His Majeſty's Miniſters might be obliged to come to Parliament y 
Juſtify ſtrong meaſures, upon which occaſion he truſted that 4 


Th 
Duke': 


party feelings would be laid afide, and that they would only look ue 
the maintenance of the deareſt intereſts of the country. not to 
The Earl of DARNLEY ſaid, the country dreaded the adop bear, 


tion of ſuch a motion, not knowing with whom they could rey 
unlimited confidence. He acknowledged ſome of the meaſures 
Minifters might be blameable, but at the ſame time a uniforn 
oppoſition. to every meaſure, had induced a ſuſpicion in the county, 
that thoſe who, upon all occaſions, objected to every meaſure d 
Government, were encouraging other meaſures hoſtile to the peac: 
and conſtitution of the country. Of theſe two evils, he, for one, 
would certainly chuſe the leaſt. Ireland, he feared, was in a work 
Nate than when he laſt mentioned it, but it was brought on in a great 
degree by the diſcuſſions in that Houſe and other places. 

The Duke of BEDFORD made a ſhort reply. The Seer. 
tary of State had choſen not merely to make it a perſonal queſtion 
but had with great modeſty declared that the ſalvation of the county 
_ depended on their continuance in place! he ſhould leave this declz- 
ration to its own merits ; but when the noble Lord preſumed u 
fay, that they were deſirous to take the places of Miniſters, and thi 
the perſons with whom he acted thought themſelves alone qualified 
to fill the offices of Government, the Secretary of State took upor 
him to make an-infinuation not warranted by any thing that he hat 
ſaid. - He had not harboured a notion ſo vain or fo unconſtitutional, 
He left ſentiments ſo overweening to other perſons. It was tl 
pride of his life to have acted with his friends, whom he certainly 
thought men of very great and tried talents and integrity. B 
that was no inſinuation that they were the only fit perſons to bt 
called forth by His Majeſty and the People in an hour ſo trying 
Of one thing only would he ſpeak with confidence, and that was, 
that from the bottom of his heart, he believed that the countij 
could not be ſaved if the preſent men continued but a very ſhot 
time longer in place. Upon the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform, 
he ſaid, the plan introduced by his honourable friend (Mr. Grey)ſto i nfi 
had his perfect approbation. The noble Secretary had ſaid, tha viewir 
there were fundamental rights of the People which the Parliameuſme 
could not take away. They could not reform the abuſes of the t- 
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weſentation! What! not after paſſing the acts, of which he 
ned would continue to ſpeak as he had done before, acts which repealed, 
vun fact, the Bill of Rights, and ſtruck at ſome of the moſt undoubted 
be. and valuable privileges of the People? 

he The queſtion being called for, 

The LORD CHANCELLOR roſe. He ſaid, that the nobles 
Duke's motion was couched in terms coarſe enough when it ſtated 
the © miſerable incapacity” of Miniſters ; but its main drift was 
not to criminate Miniſters, for the only fair conſtruction it could 
bear, was a wiſh to introduce a new ſyſtem of Government. 
pole Having read that part of the motion relating to the fituation of 
es «Ireland, he aſked, whether it was to be imputed as matter of cri- 
form mination in Miniſters, that the Parliament of Ireland was per- 
"try, ¶ mitted to judge for itſelf what was fit to be done for that country ? 
re achat they did not attempt to interfere with the independence of the 
ea Wl riſh Legiſlatute, and to violate a ſolemn compact made with the 
one, people of that country? From the general tenor of the motion, he 
vort WMinferred that its object was to promote a complete, total, and un- 
nſtitutional change of ſyſtem, under the pretext of forwarding a 
Parliamentary Reform ; that it led to a ſyſtem wilder than even 
that of univerſal ſuffrage, to disfranchiſe all corporations, to em- 
rower the Houſe of Commons to uncreate their creators, and to 
deftroy the rights of the very men who made them Members of 
Parliament. If this ſort of reform would at one ſweep annihilate 
al lay corporations, eccleſiaſtical corporations would go of courſe. 
The term freeholder had hitherto been the pride of the beſt part of 
he nation; but by the plan propoſed, this was to give way to the 
more favourite term of pot-boilers ; they were expected to cut up by 
he roots whatever entered into the nature of franchiſe-property or 
nal privilege, and to introduce in its ſtead the principle of an Agrarian 
Law, But it was ſaid, © we do not take away any man's right of 
voting, but only extend it to others who are now without.” He 
aſked how the noble Duke would like the application of this doc- 
nine to his own eſtates? If they were taken away from him, and 
an equal right given to every pot- boiler in his village, in common 
was wich himſelf? He would remind the noble Duke and others what 
nit Wappened in France in the years 1789 and 1790; there, thoſe 
non who were foremoſt in revolutionizing the country fell amongſt the 
orm. Whit victims of the maxims and prejudices which they had laboured 
toinfuſe. He entreated noble Lords, therefore, to pauſe ; and, 
viewing the avowed tendency of the motion, to introduce not 
merely a change of men, bat of ſyſtem, and, eventually, of Conſtitu- 
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tion, he doubted not they would agree with him in giving it their 
decided negative. 

The Duke of BEDFORD, after an obſervation on the un. 
candid proceeding of ſpeaking after his reply, denied the interpreta. 
tions put by the learned Lord on the plan of Reform, and obſerve 
on the fallacy of comparing the elective franchiſe, a right poſſeſſed 


by individuals for the good of the whole, to private property. Did 
the noble Lord conſider votes as private property, becauſe they were 
bought and ſold? It was a right which, fo far from being injured hy 
being extended, would be improved, fince extenfion would make it 
effectual; but whatever objections there might be to the bill, they 
were no arguments againſt its introduction, ſince it was meant to 
print it, and leave it open for diſcuſſion till next year. 
The Houſe divided on his Grace's motion: 
Contents, 12; Proxies, 2—1 4. 
Not-Contents, 65 ; Proxies, 26—91. 
The noble Duke then entered a Proteſt. 


DisstnTiENT, 

Firſt, Becauſe, acting according to the antient practice of the Britiſh 
Conftitution, and in conformity with its true principles, we hold the ad- 
viſers of the Crown to be reſponſible for the condition, of the State; re- 
ſponſible for its internal Peace, and general good Government; for the, 
preſervation of all its antient fundamental rights and liberties ; for the 
protection of its commerce, of its credit, and the various ſources of its 
proſperity and wealth; for the obſervance of order, diſcipline, and obe- 
dience in all the departments of the public force; for the honour and 
ſucceſs of our arms (if unfortunately engaged in war); for the prepon- 
derance of the Britiſh power, and for the glory and ſplendour of the 
Britiſh name. Inſtead of recognizing in His Majeſty's Miniſters that 
ability, foreſight, and integrity, by which theſe its deareſt interefts are 
preſerved, we have ſeen throughout a courſe of years, the affairs of the 
nation conducted with that ” incapacity, perfidy, and corruption, by 
which all great empires, from the beginning of the world, have found 
their ruin; and which, in the particular ſtate and ſituation of Great 
Britain, have nearly exhauſted its reſources and its credit, and annihi- 
lated its Conſtitution, which have brought ſhame upon its character in 
the eyes of foreign nations, and diffuſed largely among its ſubjects mil- 
truſt in the intentions of their Governors, hatred of their power, and con- 
tempt for their debility. | 

Second, Becauſe, encouraged by the uniform, implicit, and fatal con- 
fidence of this Houſe in the conduct of Miniſters, a ſyſtem of Govem- 
ment has ariſen, which, if it be farther perſevered in, will render the for- 
tunes of theſe realms utterly irretrievable, even ſhould wiſdom and virtue 
ſucceed in the minds of thoſe Miniſters to ignorance and wickedneſs, 
That ſyſtem is governed by principles the very reverſe of thoſe by which 
ſtates and ſocieties have hitherto been kept together. It is grounded oa 
the doctrine, that honour and reward is to attend on crime and folly , 
and that men are to be entruſted with power in proportion to their dit 
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ſition to abuſe it. Such perverted maxims of policy take from Go- 
rernment all the ſupport it derives from opinion. The opinion of its 
conſiſtency is loſt by Miniſters adopting and rejeRting, as it, ſuits. the 
un. pur ſe of their power, ſyſtems which they alternately recommend and 
ta. rerile. The opinion of its juſtice is deſtroyed from ſeeing that power 
vei depends on a principle which confounds the firſt diſtinctions of right 
and wrong. All opinion of its vigour and efficiency is loſt in the daily 
ied WY iafolts to its authority, to which they are compelled to ſubmit. Every 
Did ſpecies of diſorder is hence introduced. The example of thofe who 
ere gorern is followed by thoſe who obey. Nothing regular or orderly! ir 
| by Hund in the intercourſe batæueen Subjet and Sovercign. State neceſſity, inflead 
/ being reſerved for occaſions of the laſt emergency, ts reforied to as. the con- 
e it 5 and every-day practice of Executive Admini/!ration. In ſuch a ſyſtem 
hey there is neither order nor freedom; and it is the energy of freedom alone 
t to WH that can reſiſt with effect the zeal of fancied ſuperiority of — 
means. Where no power is left to correct the vices of an ill-adminiſ- 
tered Commonwealth, nothing will remain to oppoſe to the enterprizes 

of a foreign enemy. 9 
Third, Becauſe to ſuffer ourſelves to be found by a foreign enemy in 
this diſtracted condition, when we have the means of avoiding it, ſeems 
to us highly 1mpolitic, and wantonly to call down deſtruction upon the 
State. We ſee nothing in the preſent Miniſters ſo valuable as to induce 
us to riſque, for their preſervation, any part of the common intereſt. 
4 They have already kindled, by their odious perſecution of the Catholics 
th Wi in Ireland. the flames of civil diſcord in that country. We believe that 
al BY an immediate change of men and of meaſures would yet preſerve the com- 
re:. mon ties by which the two countries are united, If, unhappily, meaſures 
of intolerance are to be. ſuſtained by the ſword, and if that oppreſſed 
country be torn from the Britiſh Crown, as America was ſevered from 
f its our empire; rather than that theſe Miniſters ſhould incur the loſs of their 
obe- ¶ offices, we are unable to fee in what Great Britain would be the gainer. 
and If an invaſion of theſe realms ſhould be the reſult of delaving to open 2 
pon. fiicere negotiation for peace, fully as we rely upon the zeal and bravery 
the Hof our countrymen for the event, we do not conceive that the miſchief 
that of ſuch an attempt would in any degree be compenſated by finding, at the 
are cloſe of it, thoſe Minifters fill in their offices. Above all things, we 
the deem it highly inexpedient that any numerous or important claſs of the 


War 


\ by people fhonl8; in fo perilous a moment, conceive themſelves to be placed 


und in the alternative between foreign conqueſt, and domeſtic uſurpation. 
Tea Wh We think that in this crifis,” no excuſe is left for not calling forth the 
whole wifdom, and all that remains of the energy of the Britiſh nation; 
rn chat ĩt is among the erimes of theſe Miniſters that they have ehauſted, in 
mil- WW idle alarms for factious purpoſes, thoſe reſources which ought to Have 
con- 8 preſerved whole and becken, to meet the diſaſters opt x im- 

pending over us; and for having ſet up a cry of loyalty againlt liberty, 
con- to the deſtruction of that Rd Reach, by ehich Ang dl Nope ae 
ern. altars can; in the laſt extremity, be defended. oper ng IN 
Fourth,” Becauſe ſuch a ſyſtem is dangerous to our prefent ſafety aud 
irtue exiſtence as an Independent State, and. the ſupport uniformly givef't». 


nels. Wit, tends to degrade and vilify this Houſe in the opinion of the People. 
hich WFor the firſt time in our hiſtory, the continuanee of a Miniſter in office, 
d oa ſeem; to be made a condition of the Conſtitution. If that Miniſter; after 
75 having reduced his country to the loweſt ebb of ſhame and miſery, ſhall 
g 


ontinue to receive and to diſpenſe all truſts, honours, and emoluments, 
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and to be ſupported in his abandoned courſes by this Houſe, no motive 
will remain to love and reverence a Conſtitution exhibited in theſe colour; 
to the People, through the medium of this Houſe. Feeling no interet 
in our proceedings, they will loſe all reſpect for our character, and all be. 
lief in our honour. 

Fifth, Becauſe we believe the preſent Miniſters to be utterly incon. * 
petent to the cure of the evils they have produced. As the principles chi. 
which they made the war offer no proſpect for its ſucceſs, thoſe on which on 

they have hitherto negotiated for peace, afford no hope for its attain. Wi (1; 
ment. As the improvidence and incapacity with which they have can. f 
ducted the war have contributed ſo largely to produce the calamitom lſtc 
ſituation of Europe, and to build up the prodigious power of the French {MI belt 
Republic, we conceive that they poſſeſs not the means of obtaining ſaſe of « 
or honourable terms of peace for this country. We cannot expect that gif 
they will hereafter cheriſh or encourage that ſpirit of Liberty, under 
which, in former times, our greatneſs has grown and been matured, We 
are rather impreſſed with the fear, that under the ſame. pretences hid 1<P< 
have cauſed all our preſent diſaſters, large military eſtabliſhments will con- in a 
tinue to be kept up, with a view of cruſhing all its efforts, and riveting WM thei, 
fill cloſer the fetters of the People; that releaſed from the preſſure a 
foreign hoſtility, they will have recourſe to coercive meaſures in that 
unhappy country, where their oppteſſions have already provoked the mull 
People to reſiſtance. We can hope for no economy from men whoſe eu Oof p 
travagance and waſte exceeds whatever has been heard of the mad pt. 6. 
digality of former periods. We can expect no ſalutary reformation 
from thoſe who have endeavoured to engraft upon, and blend with the 
ſubſtance of the Conſtitution itſelf, thoſe abuſes by which their capacity tie : 
is ſupported. Finally, we can expect, from ſuch men and ſuch a fyſte been 
no other iſſue but the eſtabliſhment of a dominion of Miniſterial Term upon 
riſm, ſupported by Parliamentary Corruption, inſtead of the antigen 
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Conſtitution of this Country, conducted according to the principles d duce 

the Revolution, | | occaſ 

(Signed) BEDFORD, ſuſpic 
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p Wedneſday, 31/7 May. No debate. Curre! 

| T 

Thurſday, Iſt Fune. read, 
Lord GREN VILLE brought down a meſſage from His Majef 
relative to the Mutiny of the Seamen, ſimilar to that preſented 1 
the Houſe of Commons —| For a copy of which, ſee the proceec 

ings of that Houſc. | 5 

I 


Lord Grenville then moved, that the meſſage be taken into co 
| fideration to-morrow, and the Houſe to be ſummoned. Agen Surgec 


to, — Adjourned. tioners 
| Fes that tl 


Friday, 2d Fune. eleven 
imme 


The order of the day for taking His Majeſty's meſſage into col of the 
fidcration being read, and the meſſage being read at the table, 
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Lord GREN VILLE ſaid, that it was unneceſſary for him to 
urge the propriety of their Lordſhips returning an anſwer to His 
Majeſty's moſt gracious meſſage. Every man muſt have felt with 
deep concern, that the pride and honour of the country had been 
wounded in that quarter on which its pride and its honour had 
chiefly reſted, by a ſpirit of inſubordination having manifeſted itſelf 
on board the fleet, and ſtill continuing to ſubſiſt on board certain 
ſhips, at once unworthy of the character of Britiſh ſeamen, incon- 
ſiſtent with the proſperity of the navy, and highly alarming to the 
beſt intereſts of the country. He dceply regretted that the efforts 
of certain men, who had been exceedingly induſtrious of late in 
diſſeminating principles through the different departments of the 
national defence, efforts which had been bravely and magnanimouſly 
repelled 2,00e of thoſe departments, were ſo lamentably ſucceſsful 
in another, as to influence the old defenders of their country to turn 
their backs upon it in the hour of difficulty and peril. Feeling and 
regretting this melancholy circumſtance, it was his wiſh, and it 
muſt, he ſaid, be the wiſh of every man who had the ſmalleſt ſpark 
of patriotiſm and loyalty, to take ſuch meaſures as would tend moſt 
effectually to prevent the progreſs of the mutinous ſpirit which at 
preſent prevailed on board a part of the fleet, and to check and puniſh 
the attempts of thoſe by whoſe wicked machinations the ſailors had 
been ſeduced from their principles and their duty. To dwell longer 
upon the ſubject, or to bring any additional conſiderations to in- 
duce their Lordſhips to act with firmneſs and ſpirit upon ſuch an 
occaſion, he felt, would be a waſte of time, and would imply a 
ſuſpicion that they were now deficient in thoſe ſentiments by which 
their conduct had been uniformly regulated. He ſhould there- 
fore move an addreſs, which he hoped would meet their con- 
currence. 

The addreſs (which was preciſely an echo of the meſſage) being 
read, it was agreed to uemine diſſentiente. 


No debate before 
Monday, 19th Fune. 


Mr. Plamer was heard as Counſel for the Petitioners againſt the 
Surgeons' Corporation Bill. He ſtated, that the number of peti- 
tioners againſt the bill amounted to one hundred and ſeventy-eight ; 
that this bill had been clandeſtinely introduced at the inſtance of 
eleven perſons, and without the conſent or knowledge of the partics 
immediately intereſted ; and that, in the preſent inſtance, every rule 
of the Houſe reſpecting private bills had been violated. This bill 
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affected the intereſt and property of above five hundred individuals, 
and had been introduced into Parliament by eleven perſons without 
any previous notice being given to the Members of the Corporation, 
He ſtated, that the bill had been introduced by a few perſons in con. 
ſequence of the improvident ſale of eſtates belonging to the Com- 
pany, and the purchaſe of houſes. By this, all the concerns of the 
Corporation would be laid proſtrate at the feet of twenty-one per. 
ſons, who were alſo empowered to put an abſolute negative upon any 
one Surgeon practiſing within ten (inſtead of the former limits of 
ſeven) miles of London, under the penalty of ten pounds per month, 
except they ſubmitted to become Members of this Corporation, 
Experience, he ſaid, had condemned the practice now propoſed to be 
adopted ; he referred to the mal-adminiſtration of the affairs of the 
Company by the Corporation. From the year 1745, it had been 
in the receipt of a revenue exceeding 80,0001. whilſt they had pro- 
moted no public inſtitution for the promotion of Surgical Science, 
or for the benefit of the Corporation; whilſt above 60,000. of 
that money had been put into the pockets of individuals, and the 
reſt diſſipated in public dinners : one gentleman (Mr. Gunning) 
had ſtated that he had ſaved the Company above 17ol. per annum 
in the articles of dinners. The Counſel conſidered it as refleQing 
diſgrace on that learned body, that they had a theatre without lec- 
tures, and a library without books 

The Biſhop of ROCHESTER here called to order. He 
thought the learned Counſel was conſuming the time of the Houſe 
by going over the ſame ground which had been trodden in the Com- 
mittee ; and he propoſed that the Counſel ſhould be reſtrained to 
bring forward new arguments. | 

Lord THURLOW thought it was impoſing an unneceſfary 
hardſhip on Counſel to preſcribe to them the exact mode of argu- 
ment they ought to follow, or that an orator of ſuperior abilities 
ſhould be diſpleaſed on account of any flaws he might perceive in 
the arguments of one of inferior talents. His Lordſhip then ad- 
verted to the principle of the bill, which he ſevercly condemned, 
and thought it muſt be oppoſed by all impartial judges ; declaring, 
that he never remembered an inſtance of a bill being oppoſed on 
fairer or ſtronger grounds. It was calculated to cruſh the intereſt 
and property of a large body of ſcientific and liberal men. 

The Biſhop of ROCHESTER replied. 

The Counſel were again called in, and defired to proceed ; but 
after ſaying a few words, the farther hearing of Counſel againſt the 
bill was poſtponed to "I hurſday next. — Adjourncd, 
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No debate before 
Thurſday, 6th July. 


Lord GRENVILLE brought up à meſſage from His Majeſty, 
which was the ſame as that delivered to the Houſe of Commons by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer See the Proceedings of that 
Houſe. | 


appointed for the diſcuſſion of this meſſage? and receiving no an- 
ſwer, he obſerved, that at a time when a negotiation was going on 
between us and France, and as it was probable that ſome conceſſions 
would be demanded by the French, he doubted the propriety of 
coming to any parliamentary reſolution that might have a tendency 
en to impede the negotiation, particularly as this might be the cauſe of 
o- our giving a future preference to the trade of Portugal. 

ce, Lord GRENVILLE was of opinion, that the preſent was not a 
of 8 proper time for the diſcuſſion of theſe points. He then moved, 
the {MW That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, which he 
ne) rad, and was immediately put and carried. 


um 0 

ing Tueſday, 11th July. 

eo. On the order of the day being read for the committal of the 
Scotch Militia Bill, 

He The Duke of NORFOLK animadverted on the clauſe which 

ul vent to reſtrict this Militia from marching into England. He ob- 

om. {crved, that in the act for embodying the Engliſh Militia, there was 

od fimilar clauſe to prevent them from being employed in Scotland, 
when circumſtances rendered it expedient ; and he thought, as the 

Yar Wl whole iſland was now happily united under one form of Govern- 

180” ment, that in the preſent caſe, as well as in other inſtances, there 

af + ſhould be a reciprocity of duties and privileges. | 


The Earl of KINNOUL ſaid, that the bill had been ſuggeſted 
and framed by wiſe and able men, who had the good of both coun- 
nech N uies at heart ; and, as the clauſe objected to was inſerted after 
mature deliberation, he hoped the noble Duke would not object 
to it. | 

Lord GREN VILLE exprefſed himſelf happy in the formation 
of a Scotch Militia, and thought it of importance to the country; 
at the ſame time, it required no ſmall prudence and caution to 
guard againſt prejudices which might be raiſed againſt the meaſure. 
It was on this account, that the clauſe which the noble Duke ob. 
<ted to, had been inſerted. The bill was to be conſidered as an 


The Duke of NORFOLK aſked, if there was any day to be 
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experiment, and as differing in various reſpedts from the Engliſh 
Militia Act. At preſent, therefore, he thought it would be impry. 
dent to clog the meaſure with mofe difficulty than neceffary ; but 
he ſtill flattered himſelf, that the Scotch Militia would meet with 
that approbation, and be found of that benefit, that the time would 
come when the noble Duke's ſuggeſtion inight more eaſily be 
effected. | 
The bill was then committed, and paſſed without amendment. 
Lord GRENVILLE then roſe, he ſaid, to introduce two mea. 
ſures of very conſiderable conſtitutional importance. It muſt be 
admitted, on all hands, that the circumſtances in which we wer: 
placed were arduous. In times of difficulty and of danger, how. 
ever, the hopes of the country repoſed upon the wiſdom of Parlia. 
ment. The liberty and proſperity which this country enjoyed, had 
been acquired and maintained in ſormer times by the wiſdom d 
Parliament, and to that bulwark the people (till looked with conf. 
dence. The meaſure which he meant to propoſe was intended ty 
increaſe that confidence, and to facilitate the means of employing 
that reſource when occalion required. It was to enable His Ma. 
jeſty to aſſemble and to conſult with his Parliament without thoſe 
delays which the forms of the Conſtitution then required. At pre- 
ſent, from cauſes which no longer exiſted, and which it was unne- 
ceſfary to detail, a period of forty days muſt clapſe before His Ma. 
zeſty can aſſemble Parliament after a prorogation. The objeR ef 
the bill was to abridge this period, and to enable His Majeſty to 
aſſemble Parliament, by proclamation, at any period not within 
fourtcen days of its date. This mcaſure could- ſcarcely be felt 3 
an innovation that required much apology, in a conſtitutional view, 
the object of which was to facilitate the means of procuring the ad- 
vice of Parliament, not only only upon arduous, but upon urgent 
affairs, when circumſtances occurred to render delays dangerous and 
diſadvantageous. This bill he had received from a very reſpectable 
Member of the Houſe, now abſent in the diſcharge of his duty as a 
Colonel of the Militia. He had now to add to it another point, 
which it was important to render diſtinct and preciſe and upon 
which at preſent conſiderable doubt prevailed. After a diſſolution 
of Parliament, and a demiſe of the Crown, before a new Parlia- 
ment had met, after being choſen, it was doubted, whether the nes 
Parliament could fit, or whether the former Parliament was to rt 
aſſemble. The other bill he had to propoſe, therefore, was to re- 
gulate the mode by which a new Parliament was, in ſuch circum- 
ſtances to aſſemble. He then preſented the bills, which were read 
a firſt time, | 
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iſh The Duke of NORFOLEK. wiſhed to know whether theſe bill- 


30 were merely of a temporary nature, or were intended to be per- 
but manent * | | 
ith Lord GRENVILLE ſaid, he clearly intended that the bills 
un ſhould be permanent. In their. nature the proviſions were cal- 
be culated to be of a permanent kind, as they were not dependent upon 
any particular circumſtances, but applied to the general principles 
1 of the Government, and to an object which it was the ſpirit of the 
50 Conſtitution to facilitate and to cheriſh, whenever its particular ap- 
be plication might be neceſſary. The bills were not taken up for a 
* particular caſe, but to introduce a power good and uſeful upon all 
"oY occalions. 
Ha- The Duke of NORFOLK ſaid, that if the bill was to be per- 
had manent, there were ſeveral cafes which came within the view of 
; a the latter one, which ought to be included, ſuch as the captivity of 
nf. the King, his inability to diſcharge the functions of Government, 
| for which the procedure which Parliament was to follow ſhould be 
pointed out. 
Ma. Upon the order of the day for the fecond reading of the bill to 
ole WY allow Catholics and diſſentets to bear commillions in the Supple- 
Pre. mentary Militia being read, 
wy Lord KENYON roſe to oppoſe this bill. He ſaid, he did not 
Ma. mean to throw any reflections upon the claſſes of men to whom 
; j this bill was to apply, but he nevertheleſs thought that its principle 
7 to 


; went to repeal the Teſt Act, and to weaken the barriers of the 
thin Church of England. Lo that Church he was attached, from the 


t ” W moſt ſincere conviction that it was the pureſt ſyſtem of Chriſtianity. 
len, For its preſervation, he thought the Feſt act neceſſary, and he felt 
ad. it his duty, therefore, to maintain its principle. That ſubject had 
gent been often diſeuſſed, and it had often been decided by Parliament. 
and A propoſition coming forward to repeal that act, to a certain degree, 
adit WF ought to be watched with the utmoſt care. There was not at this 
by: period of the ſeſſion time to diſcuſs the important ſubjects which 


this bill involved ; he ſhould therefore move that the bill be read 
Pon a ſecond time this day three months. 
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* The Biſhop of ROCHESTER ſaid, he roſe to give his hearty | i 
IT 1 aſſent to the motion of the noble and learned Lord. He was F 
ne aſtoniſhed beyond meaſure to ſee a bill like the preſent brought for- | 
TP. ward to take the Houſe by ſurprize upon ſo important a ſubject. bl! 
0 fe- . 10 
Many of the temporal Lords were now abſent upon various pub- Wl 
= lic and domeſtic concerns. The great majority of the Biſhops 1 


there were only four preſent] were abſent, not from inattention to 
their Parliamentary duties, but employed upon a very important 
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part of their duty, the viſitation of their dioceſes. Was it decent 
then, was it fitting in thoſe who ſupported this bill, to bring it for. 
ward in the Dag- days, when it was impoſſible that it could receive 
the diſcuſſion it deſerved; when it could neither have the oppoſition 
which many might think it their duty to give it, nor that defence 
which others might urge? The meaſure was to a certain extent x 
repeal of the Teſt AQ; but its principle went a great deal farther 
than the object profeſſed. The Roman Catholics had been ſub. 
jected by the Legiflature to various burdens, particularly a double 
Land Tax. The principle of this was not puniſhment for opinion, 
but the compenſation they were obliged to pay for the different ex. 
emptions, to which, in conſequence of their religious opinions, they 
were ſubject. The principle of the preſent meaſure went to remove 
all the diſabilities under which they laboured. Allow them to 
bear commiſſions in the Supplementary Militia ; why not in the 
Standing Militia ? If in the regular Militia, why not employ them 
in the army, the navy, the law, in all civil offices? The principle 
went the whole length of repealing the Teſt Act; and in choaſing 
between that meaſure and this, he ſaw no difference between them 
in principle, and he could only pitch upon this as of two the leſſer 
evil. He was convinced that the Catholics were loyal, and attached 
to the Government ; but he could not conſent, in order to grant 
what the preſent bill would confer, to deſtroy the principle of the 
Teſt AQ, and the barrier of the eceleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment. With 
regard to the Diſſenters, he would frankly confeſs he did not know 
what a Proteſtant Diſſenter was at this time of the day. He knew 
what a Proteſtant Difſenter was a century ago. Now, however, 
there was no definition given of them applicable to their character. 
They were not Catholics, they were not of the Church of England, 
and between theſe two negations they might be any thing. They 
might comprehend Jews, Turks, and Infidels. There was one 
claſs of them ; they were merged under the general name of Ana- 
baptiſts. They were not Anabaptiſts ; he did not know what they 
were; but they were not ſo exceptionable as the reſt who paſſed 
under the title of Proteſtant Difſenters. But the general clals 
were not entitled to any particular indulgence. Wiih them, under 
the colour of religious difference, faction has conſtantly been at the 
bottom. The man who upon a peruſal of hiſtory, and from care- 
ful obſervation, did not perceive this to be their character, was an 
idiot. They were at once enemies to the civil and to the ecclcſial- 
tical conſtitution. Upon this ſubje& he felt it his duty to ſpeak, 
and as was his cuſtom to ſpeak, plainly, regardleſs of hem be 
might plcaſe and whom offend, contemptor papuluris aura, As be 
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faw no utility with which the bill was likely to be attended, and as 
it went to remove the barriers of the Church of England, he ſhould 
give it his decided negative. 

The Duke of NORFOLK ſaid, that in a ſtile of argument 
ſomewhat correſponding to the warmth of the climate under which 
it was brought forward, and bearing ſome marks of the influence of 
the d:g-days, the reverend Prelate had reprobated the meaſure. For 
his own part he was ſeriouſly, and upon conviction, attached to the 
Church of England as the beſt form of Chriſtianiry, and it was 
from that attachment. that he wiſhed to promote the preſent bill. 
He wiſhed to remove from the Church of England the ſtigma 
ſo long affixed to it, that it was diſgraced with traces of a perſe- 
cuting ſpirit. The Catholic religion had been overthrown in this 


4 country by the diſguſt occalioned by its practical corruptions, and 
the by the abuſes ariſing out of a tyrannical hierarchy. Every deno- 


mination of Chriſtians had in their turns preached up toleration, 
de while it was not the dominant religion, and exerciſed perſecution 
when it was its turn to rule. This ſtigma he wiſhed to remove. 


It was complained that the meaſure came too late in the ſeſſion. 
tier He was ſorry for it; but what muſt the reverend Prelate ſay of thoſe 
Hed negligent Miniſters who had left tax bills affecting every part of 
rant me community, and meaſures of great conſtitutional importance, to 
the be diſcuſſed in the dog-days, and to be hurried through, at a period 
Vic Hor the ſeſſion which precluded diſcuſſion ? Surely the reverend Pre- 
nog late would not fail to attend the progreſs of theſe meaſures, and 
"= reprobate the negligence of thoſe to whoſe fault it was owing that 
py: they came forward ſo late. With regard to the meaſure in queſ- 
C 


tion, it had been found that the law which required the men ſerving 
in the Militia to ſwear they were Proteſtants, or to go to priſon, was 


tion, In conſequence, cf a repreſentation from a meeting in the 
eſt Riding of York, at which a noble Lord (Hawke), now preſent, 
preſided, the law was altered. The object of the bill was to place 
he officers on the footing on which the common men were placed, 
he Catholics were a body of men of as great virtue, loyalty, 
onour, and attachment to the Conſtitution, as any claſs in the 
duntry. He differed (as in almoſt every thing elſe) from the re- 
erend Prelate with regard to Proteſtant Difſenters. He would 
enture to aſſert, that the character given of that body was refuted 


ow dy the evidence of hiſtory. The diſſenters had contributed greatly 

* o the Revolution, and they had been uniformly friends to the eſta- 
M Ks liſhed ſucceſſion. He was aware that in ſaying this, he ſubjected 
'S 


Vol. III, Gg 


ſo ſevere, that᷑ many Magiſtrates were unwilling to put it in execu- 
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himſelf to the charge which the reverend Prelate had denounced. 
He ſhould not, however, on that account, hefitate to declare hi; 

- opinion, and he would rather be the object of the accuſation, than the 
perſon to throw out an imputation againſt a body of men like the 
Diſſenters, who, on many occaſions, had ſignally exerted themſclve, 
in the cauſe of the Conſtitution, and whoſe purity of conduct often 
put to the bluſh the Members of the eftabliſhed Church. He 
therefore ſupported the bill. 

The Biſhop of ROCHESTER aid, that he had been miſun. 
derſtood (as he imagined) by the noble Duke. He did not mem 
to throw any reflection on the Church of Scotland, as he ſuppoſed 
the noble Duke underſtood. He conſidered the Proteftant Diſſen. 
ters to be totally unlike the Church of Scotland, or any other eſtz 
bliſhed Church in Chriſtendom. Indeed, from the writings of the 
| Proteſtant Diſſenters, approved by their adherents, they conſidered 
the difference between Preſbytery and Epiſcopacy to be nothing 
more than the difference n. a kept miſtreſs and ſtreet- walkiq 
ſtrumpet. 

Lord HAWKE * the circumſtance alluded to by the 
Duke of Norfolk, and contended that it was to the laſt degree in- 
conliſtent to allow the common men to ſerve, and to refuſe to put the 
officers, the men of property, in the ſame ſituation. 

Lord SY DNEY thought the meaſure brought forward at an us 
ſeaſonable period of the ſeſſion, and was therefore againſt it. 

The Biſhop of BRISTOL oppoſed the bill in a temperat 
ſpeech, upon the ſame grounds with the Biſhop of Rocheſter. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR thought the apprehenſions en- 
tertained by the reverend Prelates of the principle of this bill unjult 
It did not entrench upon the Teſt Act; it was a general call up 
all men of every religion, of virtue, and of humanity, to join ther 
efforts in reſiſting thoſe dangers, ſhould they attack us, which hal 
overſpread a great part of Europe. As there might be a diſadv 
tage, however, in preſſing the queſtion ; and an idea might g 
abroad that its principle was that repreſented by the 1 P 
lates, he thought it wiſer to poſtpone it. 

Lord AUCKLAND ſaid a few words againſt the bl. 

The Earl of CARLISLE was in favour of the bill, and hinte 
at the bad effects that might ariſe in the preſent ſtate of Ireland irot 
any idea that Catholics were not viewed with confidence and favo 
in this country. | 

Lord GREN VILLE ſupported the motion for delay upon 0 
ſame grounds with the Lord Chancellor. 

1 | 
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A diviſion then took place: For putting off the bill, 223 
Againſt it, 6. Majority, 16. Adjourned. 


No debate before 
Monday, 17 th Fuly. 


The order of the day being read for the third reading of the 
Surgeons bill. 9 

Lord THURLOW roſe to give his diſſent to it. His Lord- 1 
ſhip began by ſaying, that the firſt circumſtance which drew his at- 
tention to the bill, was the Surgeons removing their Houſe of Diſ- 
ſection from the Old Bailey to Lincoln's-Inn Fields, where, from 
the ſituation of the generality of inhabitants, it muſt of courſe be an 
intolerable nuiſance : that on coming down to the Houſe he found 
the bill had paſſed on to a Committee; that it had paſſed through 
the Houſe of Commons without the object of it being at all known 
to the perſons who were intereſted in oppoſing it, and he found it 
was altogether a bill of ſhift and contrivance, for it had come into 
a Committee of that Houſe, and when thoſe who brought it in had 
found themſelves oppoſed, they heſitated, pauſed, and retracted; and 
at laſt brought in a clauſe, which, like the poſtſcript to a lady's letter, 
was much longer than the whole of the bil! itſelf. Upon the whole, 
he was of opinion there had never been a caſe before their Lordſhips, 
in which a ſtronger diſpoſition to take the Houſe by ſurpriſe had 
been manifeſted, and the conduct of thoſe who promoted the bill, 
appeared to him to merit no ſmall degree of diſapprobation. When 
firſt he attended the Committee on the bill, he was aſtoniſhed to 
find them engaged in. profound diſcuſſion, on Ariſtocraey, Demo- 
cracy, and all the learned terms which were employed in ſpeeulative 
policy. The oppoſcrs of the bill were ſtigmatiſed as Jacobins. It 
was the cry raiſed to excite alarm, as children cry a mad dog, when 
they with to raiſe a panic. For his own part, he did not like Jaco- 
biniſm, but he ſaw no reaſon why people thould be called Jacobins, 
who merely wiſh to protect their property, and to guard themſelves 
againſt meaſures which they deemed to be injurious. The preſent 
bill, in his opinion, was a moſt wretched performance, in which the 
rrogance of the provitiors maintained an equal conteſt with their 
bſurdity. His Lordſhip then traced the bill through the ſeveral 
ommittees to which it had - ſucceſſively been referred, and con- 
ended that it appeared to him equally monſtrous as upon its firſt i in- 
oduQion. The different proviſions of it, to which, if the bill 
45 to be carried on, he ſhould move ſpecific amendments, were 
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thefe : The object of the bill was to have the Corporation of Sur. ful 

geons erected into a College, without being an incorporated trade, WM wer: 
under the juriſdiction of the city. They at preſent contended, that I in | 
they were not a trade, but he would defy any lawyer of three years Wl bein 
ſtanding to ſay ſo. The Surgeons had originally formed one Cor. WM there 
poration with the Barbers, enjoyed the fame privileges, and been I his x 
liable to the ſame burdens. Theſe younger brothers of the barber. WM the ! 
trade, for the Surgeons could not hoaſt ſo much antiquity as the Bar. Wl the | 
bers, were at length deſirous to be ſeparated from their aſſociates. It ¶ ſump 
was ſaid, that it was not proper that thoſe who were going about por t. 
among foul diſorders, the pox and putrid forcs, ſhould be allowed to  ſhou! 


waſh people's faces, and lather their beards. The Surgeons, there- 
fore, for a public convenience, and to comply with their own 
wiſhes, were made a diſtinct Corporation, yet, on the fame princi. 
ples as the Barbers, and deſeribed in the act of Parliament f! 
terminis with the Barbers. They were, therefore, clearly a corpo- 
Tate trading company. By a ſtatute ſtill in force, the Barbers and 
Surgeons were each to uſe a pole. The Barbers were to have 
theirs blue and white, ſtriped, with no other appendage ; but the 
Surgeons, which was the ſame in other reſpects, was likewiſe to have 
a gally-pot and a red-rag, to dencte the particular nature of their 
vocation. If the bill was to be carried on, one of the amendments 
he meant to propoſe was, that the Surgeons ſhould be obliged to 
uſe this pole. With regard to their erection into a College, it wa 
a demand to which ſcarce any anſwer could be made. Upon the 
principles by which their profeſſion was to be regulated, they would 
form one of the moſt extraordinary uſeleſs ſer of learned men that 
ever was hung round the neck of learning. By their regulations 
(fortified too by ſtrong penalties) no Member was to attempt u 
practice midwifery, pharmacy, or any thing of this kind. al 
thoſe who thought proper to defile themſelves with touching Drug 
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of any kind were to be prohibited from the practice of Surgery: * wor 
and yet the perſons who brought in this bill applied to ParliamentWand t- 
to erect them into a College of Examiners, and into this examim - ¶proſec: 
tion they were to paſs or reje& all the Surgeons both of the Arm ho v 
and Navy, who muſt underſtand Pharmacy as well as Surgery, andMWing to 
10 whoſe care the lives and limbs of the brave defenders of theyre | 
country, in both departments, were to be entruſted. Thoſe afſum- Ppoſe 
ing Examiners diſdained the idea of dealing in the knowledge ently 
Drugs and Medicines, and yet they had the preſumption to Fhccitic 


themſelves up as arbiters of the practice of thoſe who were oblig de fur 
to take into their account, for the uſe of thouſands of the moſt v*artics 
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r. WW ful men in the community, both Pharmacy and Surgery. They 
were to examine and paſs judgement upon the knowledge of others 
at in Pharmacy, which they had themſelves branded with the idea of 
rs being below the dignity and knowledge of a Surgeon, and to which, 
r- MW therefore, as Surgeons, they had diſdained to pay attention. For 
en his part, he could wiſh, and be happy to move, that thoſe who had 
er. che honour of taking care of the poor ſoldiers and failors who fought 
ar- Wl the battles of their country, ſhould not be thrown upon this pre- 
It WM ſumptuous body, and be obliged to pay them about 3ol. additional 
out Wl for the liberty of practiſing ; as a mark of honour and merit, he 
e ſhould wiſh them to be allowed to ad in any part of Great Britain 
re- after practiſing twelve months, and that Parliament would take them 
wn into conſideration, and ſuitably reward them. A man who ventured 
ci- Wl to exerciſe any of theſe proſcribed branches of the ſcience, or art, 
mis WM was rendered incapable of being promoted to any rank in the Col- 
rpo- lege. If a man was an Oculiſt, a Dentiſt, &c. he was thus in- 
and capacitated. They would not cure theſe peculiar maladies them- 
nave i felves, or could not (as he himſelf had feelingly experienced as to 
the I the former), nor would they allow others to practiſe who could. 
have WM 1 hoſe who could afford to employ a number of medical people of 
their MW every denomination might be able to procure the aſſiſtance of thoſe 
nents Wl who profeſſed only a particular branch; but what muſt be the ſitua- 
d to WW tion of the poor? how could they procure any alleviation of their 
wa diſtreſſes if ſuch regulations were to be enforced? The demand 
n the alſo of 271. for granting a diploma, he conſidered as exorbitant, 
rould and thought it ſhameful that health ſhould be taxed in this manner; 
that their Lordſhips' opulence might afford to pay the medical tribe as 
ations Wong as the latter could keep them in bed; but it was hard, indeed, 
pt wie grind the face of the poor to the bone 3 5. for a diploma he 
All Fought ſufficient ; 271. was a mercileſs demand. He objected 
Draga to the clauſe which prohibited any member from practiſing by 
* word, or hgn, or writing,” &e. under a penalty of 1ol. a month, 

and this to be given to an opulent Corporation. The expences of 
proſecuting ſuch, with the payment of coſts, would entail upon thoſe 
ho would be the objects of the malice of this ſelect body, accord- 
Ing to the bill, an expence of about 100l. The proſecutors alſo 
ere to carry all coſts, while no coſts were to be allowed to the 
aſſum. eppoſers of the mercileſs cruelty of theſe regulations, which were evi- 
age "cently ſuggeſted by a Surgeon. To all theſe points, he ſhould move 
to \hpecitiz amendments. Beſides theſe proviſions, the bill went to veſt 
oblig de funds of the Corporation in a committee of 21 perſons. The 
joft ulartics oppoſing the bill, therefore, had an obvious right to oppoſe it, 
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and he was convinced that the Houſe never would transfer (to uſe 
no harſher term) the property of men without their conſent. Upon 
the whole, he wiſhed this bill to be put off to another ſeſſion, to 
afford an opportunity of reforming its objectionable parts. He ay 
no inconvenience attending this delay, which would equal the in. 
- convenience of ſuch a bill, were it to paſs. His Lordſhip took no. 
tice of a clauſe propoſed in the Committee by a noble Duke (Bed. 
ford) on the expences of the oppoſition ; he thought they were en- 
titled to be repaid the expences for their oppoſition. In the Com. 
mittee it was impertinently ſaid, that thoſe men only wanted their 
expences paid them. He declared he ſhould not have come for- 
ward on this miſerable day, oppreſſed as he was with heat and the 
dog ſtar, had not ſome of the party who had puſhed forward this 
bill, diſguſted him; and he declared he thought much worſe of 
them ſince he had an opportunity of knowing them. His Lord- 
ſhip concluded with moving, that the farther reading of this bill be 
poſtponed for three months. 

Lord AUCKLAND defended the conduct of the Committees 
before whom the bill had come, and ſtated, that the learned Lord 
had not been backward in his attendance, but had given it ample 
diſcuſſion there. He thought ſome of his objections overcharged, 
The occaſion of applying for this bill he underſtood to be, that two 
of the members ſufficient to conſtitute a legal meeting of the body 
had died, which rendered an application to Parliament neceſſary, to 
put the Corporation into a ſtate of aQivity, and that they took the 
opportunity of introducing ſome new clauſes, which they conſidered 
adviieable for the general intereſt of the body. 

The Biſhop of ROCHESTER ſpoke in favour of the bill, 
though he acknowledged that ſome parts of it were faulty. He 
ſaid, that from the act of providence juſt, mentioned by the noble 
Lord who ſpoke laſt, he deemed the Corporation at this moment to 
be a dead carcaſe without a ſingle vital principle. He acknowledged 
himſelf liable to ſome of the ridicule thrown out by his noble and 
learned friend. He thought that he perceived an equaliſing ſpirit 
at the bottom of the oppoſition to this bill. He thought Demo- 
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cracy a monſter that ought to be unkenneled from its lurking places, 
it was a monſt« 


and hunted down wherever it could be found : 
which, in theſe times, ought to be extinguiſhed in the birth. He 


bad, therefore, at firſt ſeen the oppoſition to the bill with ſome de: 


gree of jealouſy. With regard to many parts of the bill, the 
merely enacted what were formerly the privileges of the Corpo 


tion. The idea of a College was founded upon what was the ca 
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ſe ia Edinburgh and at Dublin, and he ſaw no objection to it. There 
n MW were parts of the bill to which, however, he could not agree. He 
to Ml confeſſed himſelf unfriendly to the idea of inveſting twentv-one 
Members with an abſolute dominion over the property of the whole 
n- Corporation, as well as inflicting the penalty of 101. on thoſe who 
o. practiſed Pharmacy, &c. He thought it not very eaſy exactly to 
d- define Surgery, but conſidered it generally as an application of ex- 
en- ternal medicines to external diſorders. He mentioned the caſe of 
m- one Mr. Taylor, who being ſkilful reſpecting Farriery, undertook 
\eir Ml with ſucceſs the cure of cancers, &c. and who would be involved 
for- in the penalty of this bill. 

the Lord GRANTLEY ſaid, he ſhould reſiſt this bill, as it went to 
this N alienate the property of others without their conſent, and at the ſame 
: of WM time created undue heat and animoſity ; he wiſhed it, therefore, poſt- 
ord- poned to another ſeſſion, and that in the mean time the abilities of 
1 be boch parties might be employed with unanimity in drawing up ano- 

ther, which might more ſucceſsfully anſwer the profeſſed purpoſes of 

ttees Wl the preſent one. 

Lord The LORD CHANCELLOR ſaid, he conceived the ground on 
mple WM which the preſent bill was applied for, was not unuſual, and that 
rged. Nit was proper to endeavour at the ſame time to remedy any incon- 
| two FW venience which had been experienced under exiſting regulations. 
body At the ſame time, he ſaw no ſtriking neceſſity for paſſing this bill 
ry, % immediately. He did not object to that clauſe which went to in- 
K the Wveſt tha” management of the property of the Corporation in the 
hands of a few; he thought it ſafer in this manner, than if left to 
an indefinite or larger number, although he approved of a controul- 
ing power ſomewhere. He ſhould concur in the motion of ad- 
purnment. 
The queſtion was then put, and carried without a diviſion, that 


farther reading of this bill be poſtponed. to this day three 
months, 


- ſpit Thurſday, 20th Fuly. 

Demo- This day about half paſt three o'clock His Majeſty, in the uſual 
places, ¶ tate, came down to the Houſe of Lords, and cloſed the Seſſion with - 

x moſt gracious ſpeech from the Throne for which, ſee the pro- 
edings of the Houſe of Commons |—after which, the Parliament 


Vas, by His Majeſty's command, prorogued to the 5th _ = Oc- 
ber next. 


[Logpy, 


PARLIAMENTARY 


% ge Mn atm as, mth 6 
18 | Pp 5 7 9 Le 91821f O 1no Po *p6 SL x xe” ape & 


sdwrzg P?3epiojuoy = 


a2uzoz 30 aofipoad dien 
2Jeiaae Li ouue s uno 


undj 30 3n0 paaajat *Jooo's 
o © ooo'sL o o 6Slgi o © oflegr o © OSl*gr © © oSl'gr — — pajpdauap 
np 42Wa03 30 aonpoad 41123 

| -zenb aJezaar i ouur 4znp 
12ded yo 3no pop *jOSL*Qr 
78 1 19g*zgo'l fo gi $gE'zS6%1 [for ei S£6%+F*1 [FS r orS*rggnt [+ S 1FoLogtt — _ajnx7 poꝛepnoquoq 


nnn FE © OoOoS*of — — ma © ooog © © 28882 —_ poxe>dAs Ma 7 
1 


„ 


119 Sbb'tilgiz|g 1 gfo'zS? fr 51 6315889 [IS + 5g 606 6 + 22•˙25g 961 ouur ond snnp o 
| | | 03 PIIe» 2q 01 wny Ajazuen 
| [paxnduoo ps *81 591762 Zuf 
| | - 9npop Jaye *SWoyng poꝛeſoquoq 
pe gun lev i. 7. + 47 


— — — 


4 


*L[6L1 Ajaſ yas «L6L1 , &jnſ yas L dy is | *£641 Azenueſ ms | *9641 22qoyOo you 


9 


„ — 


pop D 104 . — — 
| - Papua sinn Sm u 
| | | 4 TE 

| | L611 pur 
49611 58611 Y E6L1 ur pojodun SLI 1. oe Suynin3uryp pur: 40d yoro Bunyinauyp 
* £641 4joſ zo 35 an Zufpus Ax auo 103 SIX YL 242 Jo 22npoiq NN [220], m Jo LNAODOV U 


-pajquiaye zuawerarg vi s pur sun su 2y3 a[qranouck 242 o. 


——_— — 


233 


- DEBATES. 


o © oooffze 


© © 096 
1 
6 21 SLE 

r “ 778•L1 
2 + 606%69f 
© © ooo 951 


F1 © Sgsb'goz“T1 


0 WV Log*gz 


© O dogg z! 


o 11 64776 


L 618611 
= 


9 


7 


F 


E = ITS 0 Iv 
- 1 = 

og PI, 

— 2 —— < 9 N - 


— * 4 Y 4 2 25 2 * 1 hrs ; 
BAB > __ 
42» % 2 A yen — — 
3 | : 1 - : — 


lu 3 


— —- — 


— 
Ly 4 29 « 
—— — 


= 


© ooS*moc 


o © oo o © ooo). o O ooo 0 © ooo'gl FETs £6L1 ouur pazea19 
2G1eq jevonrppe ay uren 
op spee. ↄſqroijdde Jooofor 
Jo um Apauenb ayz Sur 
Pupop io *ogL1 {avout n 
K o © ogy — — o Oo og} — — gum wy 
— — 3 — — + * — _ — _sonodwoy 
o © Lof o g1 zz 6 § 28 6. C0 — — — 33 644 
#9 or 887g gs nn fer] 0 5 groy o 91 bor — — — $2102 
711 11 81879 L $1 L092 Err 81 888111 8 L1 £gf*6g — — Ney ON 
© o cocos © O ooo o © ooo % O ooobt — Huour 193397 poꝛrpfojquo 
?E 81 Liofzg3® | 61 F6ο· ing 061 Ton [EL $1 ofgiggotf 1 4 
o © 358˙81 o © Gies o © 6655 o o 6˙1 paJeadas uo sannp i- Ah 
Jo a>npoad Ajiazzenb dear 
9611 ouue Ainp Lordo gn 
| o mo pop *351 69 20 
o o 0OS1*ZE o © 091*7zc o Oo oOS1f7ZE o © 081278 ; — pajeadai vai $sannp 
12w1oz Jo a2npoad A4jianenb 
2Jeiav +6L1 ouur sidteo pur 
| $111q 30 ino po Jof 
6 L1 bgf'z E Er g o o Llg © © 706%} polrodoi uoiji 8210p i wy 
10 30 ↄonpoid Ahi¹j,jnaub 81 
-2ar *96Lr ouur szeq uo sp = 
30 n pot *pb 51 1699 © 
o © 66656412 oO © 297012 o O Gog*rLz ate — sduieig poꝛepil quo 
2 2 57 5 * I 5 2 - 


— vodox wo VOTE 
* ſy: Juen 


[anc 30 od pOAd 


O 
Delor Li ouu 00201 


800 ˙¹ 


" DEE Wr {ng 


X | 1 7 


"If Ih BS. F | 
*D 1 wn o | : 
"Dh. 
: E641 ouny ond STI.LACT 


a 
cf 
© 
— 
TE i ogg o uy o 1Þ6*fc 9 1 olz*ogf str 11 Lgl*gS$S io o rkg 
8 8 11 s & mc — _ — — — — ww _ — | 
Fr 6 96 e Sr 918% % fr kr ober F Gr 266462 fe 9 o 8 1 — — 9 
1 Li Sf£9*got jF* oil L 4 | 168 wg > 
5 8⁰ 3 9 2118181 o 0 5168 o 01 $$9%61 — — nnn 
> : $i bas IT coi 3 
N 
STI 3 $Mopurm pur $2jnoy oN 
S 8 21 e 7 4 + FE SA 3 : . Fre 85 1 ounce 
. we £ or 8 o g11 O 71 — 9 „ — 
25 9 9 718 O 91 61 — — — — — — uod dr M 30 s 
my #8 $5 rog'0- ”g $5 rz9g'0 — ai BY *$29UaDN AA ⁰οο 
£ . — — — — — — 
bete, i 6 kene . . = |= Anon ae 
2 FL 1 126,61 o 9 164858 [fz or 6Lf*of $e Cx 6£6*(b [ig k g1f'ge — = n DN 2 
— . 5 Hg + - 3 of - N s 9 ES6*Lo1 t 61 86 ˙88 — sopum pur ach 
1 l | LOg*LZ I . Ie or: 5 01K = — pal: 
78 " 3 ot 1 71919 fe 1 688 e £ coghy 19 8 gb 18 — n 79 
: 1 oO © ooge'7z — — 0 6 8000 © O ooL'f +gL1 ES. - 
o © _— o O Goof by o oo © © oog'z ©. © oor%t 6 7 
o O olot © © o l o © org o © oog o Oo ofs$ | - 
7 ye +1 s _— e 
oy 75 9 44%» 9 " : Wo © © k 10 21 668611 o Oo ooo, — gan op *'$ﬆ1 
0OfO1 © Oo ooo © © Feser © © ooo 3 5 
8 7 «© : F TS 7. 3 7 o& 7 7 „ 7 1 „ | _ uo uoihnpp pꝰ 


7 9 
= 
Dn 
= 2 
— — 


2 
> — 8 _ - — o——_ — 


- * Y . 92 a * 1 — 2 . 4 — 3 
4 vs e rr e // a. 
* Sar E A LITE tint . 4 — 


Wn —— — — Ya ; 4 P — em EE, CNY 
8 | — n Þ * rr oy * — 22 us y 


>.» wa + 


& or $1 rg6 ſto L Ffgr'z 10 o 9 Tg L1 zz '£ 11 ober — — mono oπα¶ꝗ 
939 o © L4664g1 oO © 26061 o O L61781 o © 718˙272 — — pirate 
8 er sonnp 1201103 30 -25npoad 
„roa Ajaazzenb pazndwog 
| Fr Ix Juri lahr oho 20d 
o Oo Oe o o or o o gol o © Gfr'ge o o 86172 MD - - omg 
Eg £1 67 > "T9 — — . 1 | uon * sein pur song 
: o © S839 ˙ et [o 0 0186 e o © ggg'g oO © 2961 — — — 910 
TOY Ds n 
| | SP $S2nNnp 1autzog Jo aonpoid 
rr 41aazenb paxndwoo 
<H [yz Jula e ou] wade 
0 o ggz*ght o © 719467 0. 0 $15%0of 0 © © o £zg'l£ | —_— 0111P u1540F 
FE o o 14g499 0 © tnt © © roof o © © © £3: — Tl nad dung e 
— Zg or 812501 [ig 91 680 T6 + S2 78 + 16 + gol — — 2000 12d J 
. o o [9 © © god 0 © 6 E 19˙82 — — _Projoucye wn 
Q | er somnp mur JO aonpoird _ 
ori ar Apauenb paindwoo 201 
Jura 12ye sdloo pur $f 
+ 1 gEg'qr n oO 0 goÞF*L 0 1 — — &np ame 
= FE E ggr*rhz 0 8 726 1 2 voor + £5. L oif*1g — — 1611 ze3ng 
———— - — — 127611 ouuv od 
o © g9orgiz o 0 Lig*19 © e lo o g99*99 oO o gFELE ws FEB 
0 © 116151 o o L15*6£ 0 © Ties [£0 © $30gt o © Ss — — onmp uſo] 
© o Ly19gg oO © oof'zz o O 11£*SE o O Ffi64yg o © gr — — aid; dyn 
3 9 3 * | *Þ . Og i o "> os "F JL, 92 : £641 Ouuw ond SALLad 


5 og FX | 2 2 7 — S2jJ1OFJ 


- 1 * 


- 
© 5 8 — — — — — — — 
2 FL 91 9526821 L os. * + 95810161 fr 61 184•L T Io 6 812˙997 
© © ooo o o O Oo oe 00 Ooefatl © O ooofal o O ovoofol III SE ye 4 
JurFueiz 30 uonJnyol aq Jo 
| uojeaa Aq *anuaaas 0 ajradour 
1a914enb pazndwod ay3 OL 
5 4auvow 10 213 Jo zn use 
2 2 © ggotsz 18 9 seg £ 81 98, tx „ 62716 T3 g Sfgar — : IS no 
<©  ©O-© g6£*L6r „ © F986 o O Tig't o © erco o © Sr —— _ e 
; - 8g 6 Cr gn O1 91 %, 6 5 6021 1 21 28. o £1 $96<L5 — — sn 
1 9 826˙9 o © 212 ® O Oy9'1 o O 21¹¹ 1 9 17g'7 — — _ vidrooy 
= © £ 9117161 o © Yb6zifg o O Hg o o (799 o “ Lgl*t6 soon 22pmod-arefy 
1 1 788˙96 o O 1 0˙9 2 o oO {6z4 o o 88er 1 + gor'gr — _ 8a1217od dryg 
= & £2 689*(p n © o {26401 o O Lil L £1 16755 _ — sduueig 
2 e O Gre o © orb 8 8 T0639 o o 712˙ 9 0 fe! — — £0507 
1 65 L659 o © EtLgt © Dro 0 o ogb © oO Ll1% — — ng 
einge © © 876522 © © 677419 o Oo Lgl*SE o © 698°85 5 — — dur 
o © 2618 o © Fos © o 28066 o o Lag o © bgg*lE — — on ug 
o © otg'gg © © 159%tz o o ge 0 © 8815 © © oi — und) 1 
> — — — — : S6L1 O“, u od SALLI G 
zr 8g 68416688 6 6 gig'fth [fe 8 iter [$11 £1 glgfort 9 91 Lig * : | 
6 v ofgilii [o e Sboty o © 198 o o rer |6 z og 3 solohe tuin 
D * £9 Log 701 91 181˙9 on © 278˙¹ 19 81 888 [8 L1 £58 — - 8332lS. 
EE Sa LD 2; a3 ß BR ON I. „„ 


|, 
of 
Q 


DEBATES, 


Ds. 


—_ 


16 z 19,066 


$ 5 9499 1 
o © dcoo'zę 
o1 $1 686g 
© © Sor 
© © 05668 
© 6 628722 
o © 110%y 
$E- © 4 ter 
o © Gezgigor 
S Tx CLOfL 
© © -tgottgi 
© © S$6(-Sp 
5 *7 hy 


* 
O © 


GO 


— 


211 


12 + 0019 
I 69162 3 1 6910 = 
o ooo'g © © ooco'g 
11 fs Fg g Lig 
o ol6*6z © © Se 
o FL665«FC o © org 
Tz 193g 6 9 gLl6tfr 
© 621⁰¹ . 
91 S 9 098567 
o 60186 „ 
@ ire 1 
o 8066 © © 18668 
© SEgfEE © © ocz 
*; * of *D 


"le 


me 


or 6 £99%of [fg 91 614*gz1 
5 1 69167 $2 691*6z 
o © ooo g o © cooꝰg 
8 $1 81412 o © oz 
0 © ol — cn 
o o &L1'%gr o Oo oof 
o o 586 o Oo og 
g 21 28245 zl £ olz 
o b +1f«l6 . 

o © 27 o 21 261 

o O Corr © © LCL+6«6F£ 
o © Ogi o O o 


aeJnz 30 
uone1zodxa qi uo sqoο ep 
{2 uo uomnpoi oui 30 uno 
uo onqnd ay3 03 Juraey 41151 
-zenb pazndwoo ayz *woyna 
pazeprpoyuod aq 3o ano uv, 
Nj uo ayem 
10 odurwoffe 2y3 Juronpas 4 
Zuraey 4pazzenb pazndwod 3, 
— judo od ot 
300 
— $3J10y 
uo np jeuonppe suf o.. 
oinp oꝛnp oinp 9p 
*preja10Je se totinp 100110 
40 A 2 — 
-WOd in JUIA49jai ane se 
Song 
SWoyny *Sauryg 
| YIXx7 «+ Surg 
- Sg22uo1; $19Jrap-aJu0p] 
022eqo T, 
S2J10FF 


| 


[ Lonny, 


PARLIAMENTARY 


= 


238 


— 4 bo — . bee JI 8 E * 
— 
AAIISTA SAN 46 Kin zo kep nN am fnboy>xq 
2£ 8 E£g9*ifL%g1] 5 $1 660%0L£4+ bas £1 ob- ZE 1 o1646L5%+| 1 61 991 
t12— ——jU2 COC——_ | . —— — ä — — | 
d o 19 eit oi O FgS*'6z2z fr $1 g9g'rg _ _ — — 4161 — — omg 
2 7907/6 fee 71 o6bioot fer F 00 91 or 6 SSO o [79 91 611721 0641 — — on 
L 91 9$* Sz Ho F oSi*ghE [| o + gS1'Ll6Gt Hr 61 1f£Li{hz [for 6 81299 |S6L1 — — om 
1 9 61568 6 6 g19˙ 8 i fr g ies i £1 glgort 9 9 Lifiifz L — — om 
© o g$Sorgrz o o L1g'19 0 o Ser'fo o © 890˙855 o o 9781 £641 ouuy od ej in 
15 v1 off*to6%r [oi o 106,0 o 1 olziog* qr 11 180% 58 Ho o ꝛ beg? — $1uaprouFr — ond 
21 © Sg gor f? 81 L10˙288˙ | 61 E£F6iofÞir | 11 0610 [£4 $1 of giggott — $Woyny 30 1210.1, 
* A 8 — - —— * 8 IVI OI. 
To 9 118 | or or FgS*6zz r $1 998˙ 79 — — — — | * 

. 0 616-11 oO © 618 ⁰L11 — — — — 5 — _ el, 
 @ 4658 0 28408 — —— — — — — — — 81¹, 
tg S ur ei or 59% z Tg 71 £605 — — — — — — ae3ng 
o Oo e'! 0 O glgal en — — — — _ — soijoroo odr 
9 o oo — — 9 © doo — — — — _ — uod 13d 
o o S96˙1 0: 159 © 0 #1t*r — — — — — — e090) 
o o 82382 o Oo Slo o o Ss — — — — — — po 
© o Cgg*11 oO. o 876 0 © 27252 — — — wks — suoipny 
o o t9gg*5t o © 90602 e Jo o gots — _ — — — omp ud 
e o (55 © © 9e o © gb — — — — | — — umi •] ynuyg 
. RE hs > Bo go . 3 L6L¹ ouuy od $31.0” 


D 
d Ll 


JAMES FISHER. 


Exchequer, the 13th day of July 1797+ 


DEBATES. 239 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of His Ma- 
| jeſty's Treaſury. 
An ACCOUNT of the Net Produce of the PERMANENT 


TAXES, which ſubſiſted previous to the 5th January, 1791, 
for one Year, ending 5th January, 1797. 
Conſolidated duties of cuſtoms, after deducting the 4. 4. 
ſum of 116.6761. 58. 8d., the computed annual | 
ſaving to the public, on account of the reduc- 
tion 1n the allowance for the drawbacks on the 
exportation of ſugar being diſcontinued, anno 


1796 3-0L 4,896 5 
Ditto Exciſe — 6,791, 106 , 
Ditto Stamps — — 1253. 973 7 
C. 11,029,975 18 yy 
INCIDENTS. | 
Conſolidated letter money — — 156,000 0 oO 
Ditto ſalt — — — 406,386 14 7+ 
Profers — — — — 640 3 7 
Allum mines — — — 960 © O 
Compoſitions — — — s & MY 
Rent of a light houſe — — 613 4 
Sixpence deduction on penſions — — 46,525 0 0 
One ſhilling ditto on ſalaries — — 20,043 16 4 
Couſolidated letter money, aſter reſerving 40, cool. 
the computed annual increaſe of that revenue, 
by reaſon of the reſtriction in franking, purſu- 
ant to an act 35 Geo, III. —ͤ— —— 295,000 o © 
Seizures — — — 10,82 2 © 
Houſes and windows, 1766 — — 355,983 8 rok 
Houſes, 1779 — — — 148,435 4 10s 
Hawkers and pedlars, 17 10 — — 3,910 © © 
Hackney coaches and chairs, 1711 — 11,500 © © 
Ditto 1784 — 13,700 © © 
Male ſervants — — — 95.679 18. 1 
Horſes — — — 126,823 © 6 
Four wheeled carriages — — 164,982 1 5 
Two ditto ditto — — 45,316 3 2 
Arrears of female ſervants — — 15240 I 1 
Ditto waggons — — 6 o 10 
Ditto carts —ͤ— 742 18 © 
Ditto houſes and windows, 1747 and 1758 $ 1 
Ditto men ſervants, 1777 „ 
Firſt fruits — — — 3.771 11 5 
Tenths ditto — — 9,935 14 33 
2 1,928,473 11 
Total of cuſtoms, &c. — — e # 


11,029,975 1s © 


— — — © — - — 


Eon 12,955,439 9 104 
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JAMES FISHER. 


Exchequer, the 6th day of March 1797. 
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To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, 


in Parliament aſſembled. 


n ACCOUNT of the Income of, and Charges upon, the 


CONSOLIDATED FUND, in the Quarter ending 


5th July 1796. 
INCOM E. 


Conſolidated duties of cuſtoms ant 


£ 


— — excite | — — 1,708,508 
Dito — — amps — — 285,120 
Ditto — — ſalt — — 88,665 
Ditto _ — letter money _ — 125,000 
Seizures, ſince 25th October 1760 — — 2, 563 
Profers — — — 583 
Compoſitions — — [ 
Rent of a light-houſe — 6 
Deduction of 6d. per lib. on penſions, ſince 24th | 
Jane 1721 — 9,000 
Ditto 18. ditto on ſalaries, &c. fince 5th April 1758 7.744 
Duty on houſes and windows, ſince 1ota October 1766 124,160 
Inhabited houſes, fince 5th July 1779 — — 52,642 
Duty on hawkers and pedlars, ſince 23d June 1710 1,85 5 
Ditto — hackney coaches and chairs, fince iſt Aug. 1711 5,000) 
Ditto — male ſervants, ſince 5th July 1785 - 38,422 
Ditto — horſes, fince 29th September 1784 52,464 
Ditto — four;whecl carriages, fince 5th July 1785 61,552 
Ditto — two-wheel carriages, ditto 19,991 
Ditto — Britiſh ſpirits, ſince 5th January 1791 3,202 
Ditto — foreign ſpirits, fince ditto — 31,470 
Ditto — licences to kill game _ 985 
Ditto — ſugar — — — I 3,000 
Litto — bills and receipts — — 32,150 
Surplus of ditto — — — 8,826 
tcl, per cent. on aſſeſſed taxes — — 33,347 
Duty on Britiſh ſpirits, ſince 21ſt February 1794 00 
Ditto — foreign ſpirits, ſince ditto — 33.473 
Ditto — attornies articles, ſince gth February 1794 4,162 
Ditto — bricks and tiles (exciſe), fince 28th March 1794 1,516 
Ditto— - = (cuſtoms), fince ditto 19 
Ditto — glaſs — — 9,733 
Ditto — {lates and ſtones, fince gth May 1794 5.442 
Ditto — paper (exciſe), ſince 5th April 1794 18,750 
durplus of ditto — — — 19,289 
Duty on paper (cuſtoms), ſince ditto — — 1,129 
Diſtillers licences, ſince ditto — 9,000 
Surplus of ditto — 858 8 
Duty on Britiſh ſpirits, fince 23d February 179 3,188 
Ditto — foreign ditto, ſince ditto _ 33,891 
Ditto — coffee and cocoa, ſince 16th March 1795 2,601 
itto — tea V ditto —— 54,386 
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Duty on fruit, filk, &c. ſince 5th April 1795 | 8,0-6 3 11 
Ditto — hair-powder certificates, ſince 5th May 1795 78, 802 o o 
Ditto — coals, fince 5th July 1795 — „ Þ i 
Ditto — wines, ſince 23d February 1795 — 41,740 © 0 Annuitie 
Ditto — ſweets, ſince ditto now _ „ three 1 
Ditto — ſhip policies, ditto 5 — 3$.a8r 0 « Hon 
Ditto — receipts, ditto 2 _ 1,554 © 0 to the 
Ditto — ſtamps, | ditto — — 12,022 0 0 cheque 
Ditto — tobacco, ſtuff, &c. ditto — — 30003 0 off © 
Ditto — herſe-dealers licences, ditto — ines 157 
Ditto — ſalt — FEW mel 
Additional 1ol. per cent. on aſſeſſed taxes EE e 0 __— 
Compoſitions paid by the bank of England in lieu -__ 
of the ſtamp duty on notes and bills ie by them 6, ũ— o ol ___ 
"A Ry — 
Arrears of the duty on houſes and 8 
windows 1747 — 5 "De 
Ditto ditto ditto 1758 Þ 23S 12 
Ditto ditto waggons ditto 1785 6 o 10 
Ditto ditto carts ditto 1785 24 © 9 Annuity 
Ditto ditto female ſervants — 17335 1 7 6 their p 
; : W 34 10 4 July 1, 
Arrears of 35th 4s. aid duty 1763 4.20 | Annuity 
54th 48. aid — 1790 10 10 0 year, d 
55th 4s. aid — 1791 1,024 11 3 the hal 
56th 4s. aid — 1792 262 15 44 5021. 1 
57th 4s. aid — 1793 1,518 0 3 486,00 
| 2,816 19 of MI Pointed 
Impreſt money re- paid by Samuel fore gt! 
Drewry, eſquire, commiſſary at 
L'Iſle Dieu — — - I,000 o © 
Money paid by Edward Roberts, 
eſq. ariſen from the reſidue of Annuity a 
fees at the Exchequer - - - 60,000 o © on the 
Money paid by the Eaſt-India Com- 124,644 
pany, for ſale of Dutch prizes 250,000 o o F months, 
Money paid by the commiſſioners | : or fatis! 
for ditto - - - - $0,000 o 0 charges 
Money brought to this account, laid an 
being the ſum reſerved in the e 
Exchequer on the sth April 2,044], 
1796, for the uſe of the public, 4,088]. 
in reſpe& to the annuities for the ot 45ol 
nominees appointed by the com- — 
miſſioners of the Treaſury, pur- 2 
fuant to an act 30 Geo, III. 12,199 13 83 | N 
| ; pu z ( 
_ 373-199 13 ll 1-96 
44134,336 1 11 
3 or ſatisfy 


year's ar 


1 


DEBATES. 


CHARGE. 


EXCHEQUER. 
Annuities, 2-7ths exciſe, for two and three lives, for 


three months, due th July 1996 — — 


Annuities, 3,700l. per weck exciſe, with the ſalaries 
to the officers of bs receipt of his majeſty's Ex- 

chequer, for three months, due-5th July 1796 

anno 1706, with ditto, for ditto — 


——— per ii act, 1708, with ditto, for ditto 
—— 24 act, 1708, with ditto, for ditto 


Le 


7957 


6,181 
2,038 
1,229 
2,649 


on lives, an. 1745. — for fix months, due ditto 6, 159 


— - - 14, — for ditto, due ditto 
— - - - 17;7, - forditto, 
— 1778, — for ditto, 


. = - 1779, — for ditto, 


SOUTH-SEA COMPANY. 


Annuity and management on 24,065,084. 1 38. 115d. 
their preſent capital, for three months, due 5th 
July 1796 
Annuity and management on 1,919,600l. for half a 
year, due ditto, after abating 136l. 13s. 9d. being 
the half of 270l. 78. 6d. being after the rate of 
50 zl. 10s. per million, on the principal ſum of 
486,0p0l. purchaſed by the commiſſioners ap- 
pointed for the reduction of the national debt be- 
fore 5th January 1796 


BANK OF ENGLAND. 


Annuity at zl. per cent, per ann. 
on the principal ſum of fo 
124,649,6961. 85 144, for ſix 
months, due gth July 1796 1,869,745 8 10} 
for ſatisfying and paying the 
charges of management of the 
ſaid annuities or the ſame 
time, after abating the ſum of 
2,0441. 28. 6d. for the half of 
4,088]. 58. being after the rate 
of 450l. per million, on the 
principal ſum of 9,035,000). 
purchaſed by the commiſſioners 
tor the reduction of the na- 
tional debt before 5th January 


1790. — — 26,002 1 1 


—————ů — 


1,895,747 10 0 
lor ſatisfying and paying half a _—_— 


year's annuity at zl. per cent. 


11,233 
12,283 


1,384 
2,587 


133,993 


29,197 
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annum. on 18, ooo, oool. 
added to the above capital by 
act 35th Geo. II. — 


For ſatisfying and paying half a 
year's annuity at 31. per cent. 
per ann. due ditto, to ſuch of 
the contributors for raifing 
18,000,000)]., who on or be- 
fore the 2d January 1796 com- 

> pleted their whole payments 
on 2, 62 5, Sool., part of 
21, 600, oool. granted 
and directed by act 3 | 
Geo. III. to be added C. . -s. 
to the above capital 39,387 0 © 


For anſwering and pay- 
ing one year's intereſt, 
at 31. per cent, per ann. 
due ditto, to ſuch of 
the contributors for 
raiſing 18, ooo, ooo l. 

purſuant to the ſaid 
act, who did not com- 
plete their whole pay - 
ments on or before the 
ſaid 2d January 1796, 
but completed the ſame 
on or before the ad July 
1796, on the principal 
ſum of 9,036,600l. 211,098 0 © 


For anſwering and paying half a 
year's annuity at 3]. per cent. per 
annum, due ditto, to the con- 
tributors for raiſing 7,500,070l. 
who on or before the 2d July 
1796, made good their whole 
payments on 4, 424, oool. part of 

ooo, oool. granted and directed 
by one other act 36th Geo. III. 
to be added to the above capital 


* „ 


Annuity at 51. per cent. per annum 
by acts 24, 25, 34 and 35 Geo. 
III. on the principal ſum of 
21,406, 416l. 19s. 4d. for fix 


259,485 0: © 


6,636 0 0 


months, due 5th July 1796 535,160 8 54 


For the charges of management of 
the ſaid annuity for the ſame time 


4,816 8 101 


5394970 17 4 


4. 5 


2,422,868 10 0 


For anſ 
every 
the a 
rate 
on 
4i 7 
amou 
tors e 
titled 
to be 
the 
mont! 


Annuity 
cent, 
1796 

On = 
ann. | 

On their 
for th 

On their 
for th. 

On their 
for tht 

On their 

for thi 

On their 

annum 
three n 
Annuitie: 
the 4 
and 
called 
ceaſed 
and are 
count o 
pointed 
the nat 
Annuities 
th anc 
which | 

Februai 

to the at 

miſſione 


Annuity at 


On the cap 


3l. per Cc 
reſpect 0 
by act 
months, 
Vol. 


DEBATES. 
For anſwering and paying all and 


every the annuines, as {tated in 
the act 36 Geo. III. after the 
rate of 51. per cent. per ann. 
on the principal ſum of 
4,i 70,6631. 48. 2d. being the 
amount to which the proprie- 
tors of navy bills, &c. are en- 
titled, who delivered their bills 
to be cancelled on or before 
the iſt July 1796, for ſix 
months, due ditto — 104,416 11 71 


— — 


Annuity and management on 1,000,00c1, at 3l. per 
cent, per annum, for ſix months, due 5th July 
1796 — 

On * capital of 3, 200, ol. at zl. per cent. per 
ann. for three months, due ditto — — 

On their capital of 5c0,c00l. at 31. per cent. per ann. 
ſor three months, due ditto 

On their capital of 1, 2 50, oool. at 3], per cent, per ann. 
for three months, due ditto — 

On their capital of 1,7 50, oool. at 31. per cent. per ann. 
for three months, due ditto — 

On their capital of 986, 80. l. at 31. per cent. per ann. 
for three months, due ditto Ss — 

On their capital of 4. oo, ocol. at 3l. per cent. per 
annum, purchaſed for the South-Sea Company for 
three months, due ditto 

Annuities granted by the acts of 
the 4 and 5 of King William 
and Queen Mary (commonly 
called 14 per cents.) which 

ceaſed on 5th February 1792, 
and are to # placed to the ac- 
count of the commitlioners ap- 
pointed for the reduction of 
the national debt — 

Annuities for 96 years, by acts 
th and 6th of the ſame reign, 

which ceaſed on the ſaid 5th 
February 1792, to be placed 
to the account of the ſaid com- 
miſſioners 


12420 0 7 


3 0 


1,591 


— 


reducing the National Debt. 

x . 1. 4. 

On the capital ſtock of 6, 2 60, oool. 
31. per cent. annuities, created in 
reſpect of 4, 00, oool. borrowed 
by act 33 Geo. III. for three 
months, due 5th July 1796 


I5,625 0 © 
Vor. III. l 


— 6444393 


15,225 
25,000 
3.75 
94315 
13,125 


75401 


257 
„ < 
8 114 
0 © 
© 0 
2 6 
8 
oO © 
oO © 


30,474 10 103 


13,720 3 72 
Annuity at 11, per cent. to be placed to the account of the Commiſſioners for 
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: Lo oy 4. 
On the capital ſtock of 11, ooo, oool. 
31. per cent. annuities, created by 
an act 34 Geo. III., for three | 
months, due 5th July 1796 27,500 © © 
On the capital ftock of 2,750,000]. 
41. per cent. annuities, created by 
the above act, for the ſame time 6,875 o e 
On the ſum of 9, 680l. per annum, 
being 11. per cent. on the future 
actual value of the annuity of 
11S. 5d. per cent. on the afore- 
mentioned 1 1,000,900]. granted 
for 66 years and three months, 
by the laſt-mentioned act, at the 
end of 45 years, reckoning the 
fame at the rate of zl. per cent. 
per annum, for the ſame time 2,420 0 „ 
On the 8 ſtock of 1,926, 52 fl. 
128. 5d. gl. per cent. annuities, 
created by an act 34 Geo. III. in 
lieu of navy and victualling bills 
delivered up to be cancelled, for 
the ſame time — — 1.816 6 3 
On the capital ſtock of 6, ooo, oool. 
41. per cent. annuities, created 
by act 35 Geo. III. for the ſame 
time — — — 
On the capital ſtock of 18, ooo, oool. 
31. per cent. annuities, created by 
the above act, for the ſame time 45,000 o © 
On the ſum of 12,8351. per annum, 
being 11. per cent. per annum on 
the Dank, actual value of the an- 
nuity of gs. 6d. per cent. on the 
afore- mentioned 18, ooo, ocol. 
granted for 65 years and three 
months, by the ſaid act 35 Geo. 
III. at the end of 45 years, reck- 
oning the ſame at the rate of zl. 
per cent. per annum, for the ſame 
time — 3,2088 15 © 
On the capital ſtock of 1, 509, 8971. 
178. 1d. gl. per cent. annuities, 
created by act 35 Geo. III. in lieu 
of navy and victualling bills de- 
livered up to be cancelled, for 
the ſame time — — 41.024 14 10; 
On the capital ſtock of 21, Goo, ocol. 
31. per cent. annuities, created in 
reſpect of 18,000,000l. borrowed 
by act 36 Geo. III. for the ſame 
time — — — 64.000 0 © 


15,00 © © 


[ Logos, 


Lo f, f. 

On the 
3l. 1 
crea! 
of t 
three 

On the 
bein; 
on tt 
annu 
ſaid 
years 
act, a 
onin; 
per Ct 
time 


To the 
addit 
July | 

To —4 
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montl 

To Edw 
the Pe 
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and ne 
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For the 
month 

To his re 
nuity 
1796 

To his rc 
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I 96 
To = rc 
annuity 
1796 
To his ro 
annuit) 
1796 
To es. 
To his ro 
annuity 
July 17 
To the re 
annuity 
1796 
To the Ea 
for thre 


DEBATES, 
4. 


On the capital ſtock of 4. 500, oool. 
31. per cent, reduced annuities, 
created by the ſaid act in reſpect 
of the ſaid 18, ooo, ocol., for 
three months, due 5th July 1766 11,2590 © 0 
On the ſum of 8, 460l. per annum, 
being 11. per cent. per annum 
on the future actual value of the 
annuity of 6s. 6d. per cent on the 
ſaid 18,0600,000l. granted for 64 
years and a quarter by the ſaid 
act, at the end of 45 years, reck- 
oning the ſame at the rate of 31. 
per cent. per annum, for the ſame 


time — — — 2,115 © 0 


To the Judges of England and Wales on their ſeveral 
additional allowances, for three months, due 5th 
July 1706 

To Ann Caſs, late ofice-keeper in the office for ma- 
naging the former duties on wine licences, for three 
months, due 5th July 1796 

To Edward Roberts, eſq. firſt clerk to the clerk of 
the Pells, on 650l. per annum, formerly paid to 
the auditor of the receipt of the Exchequer for ſa- 
laries to the officers of the Exchequer-bill Office, 
and now pavable to. him per act 23 Geo. III. for 


three months, due 5th July 1796 — — 


For the ſupport of his majelty's houſehold for three 
months, due $th July 1796 „ 


To his roval highnefs the Prince of Wales, on his an- 


nuity of 65, ooo0l. for three months, due 5th July 
_ 

To his royal highneſs the Duke of York, on his an- 
nuity of 14,000l. for three months, due th July 
1796 _ 

To her royal highneſs the Ducheſs of York, on her 
annuity of 4,0021. for three months, due 5th July 


6 1 Ls 


179 8 
To his royal highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, on his 


annuity of , oool. for three months, due gth July 


1796 _ 0. FO — 
To ditto, on his annuity of 8, oool. for ditto, due ditto 
To his royal highneſs the Duke of Clarence, on his 

annuity of 12,000]. for three months, due 5th 

July 1796 — — —_ 
To the repreſentatives of Arthur Onſlow, eſq. on his 

annuity of 3, oool. for three months, due 5th July 

1796 
To tke Earl of Chatham, on his annuity of 4, oool. 

for three months, due 5th July 1796 — 


L1 2 


— — 


162 10 © 


224,500 
16,250 
3,500 
1.000 


2,250 
2,000 


3. ooo 


750 


1, oa 
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To Lord Rodney. on his annuity of 2, oool. for three 
months, due 5th July 1796 — 

To Lord Heathfield, on his annuity of 1,50cl. for 
three months, due 5ta July 1796 FEM 

To the Earl of Bute, late one cf the auditors of the 
Impreit, on his annuity of 7, ogol. for three 
months, due 5th July 1796 


To Philip Deare, eſq. on his annuity of zool. for 
three months, due 5th July 1796 3 


To John Wiggleſworth, eſq. on his annuity of zool. 
for three months, due 5th July 1796 


To Charles Harris, eſq. on his annuity of 200l. for 
three months, due 5th July 1796 — 


Sir William Muſgrave, late one of the commiſſioners 
for auditing the public accounts, on his annuity of 
1, oool. for three months, due 5th July 1796 


To John-Thomas Batt, eſq. another, on his annuity 
of 1,000). for three months, due 5th July 1796 
To William Chamberlayne, eſq. another, on his an- 

nuity of 1,000]. for three months, due th July 


1796 9 Fog ea 


To Sir John Dick, bart. another, on his annuity of 


gool. for three months, due 5th July 1796 1855 


To _ Martin Leake, eſq. another, on his annuity 
of cool. for three months, due 5th July 1796 


To Lady Dorcheſter, on her annuity of 1, oool. for 


three months, due 5th July 1796 — di 


To John Penn, eſq. of Stoke Fog, on his annuity 
of 3, oool. for three months, due 5th July 1796 


To Richard Penn, eſq. of Queen-Anne Street, on 
| his annuity of 1,600). for three months, due 5th 
July 1796 — a 
For clerks, contingencies, &c. in the office for audit- 
ing public account, for three months, due 5th 
July 1796 l ä 
To Sir George Vonge, bart. maſter of his majeſty's 
mint in England, for three months, due 5th July 1796 


For the encouragement of the growth of hemp and 


flax in England and Scotland, for one year, ended 
10th May 1796 — 


Ta John Reeves, eſq. receiver of the ſeven public 
offices eſtabliſhed purſuant to an act 32 Guo. III. 
intitled, An act for the more effectual adminiſtra- 
tion of the office of a juſtice of the peace in ſuch 

4 parts of the counties of Middleſex and Surry, as 
2 E. in and near the metropolis, and for the more 
e effectual prevention of felonies,” to enable him 


— — 
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500 © o 
F735 © © 


to di 
incid 


Total c 
endir 


Surplus 


Memor 
was 
liame 
250, 


Conſol! 
Nitto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Seizure 
Proters 
Com 
Ded uc 
June 
Ditto 1 
Duty o 
Ditto - 
Rent of 
Duty o 
Ditto = 
Ditto 
Ditto - 
Ditto - 
Ditto = 


DEBATES. 261 
to diſcharge the ſalaries to the clerks, juſtices, and 
incidental expences attendant on the ſaid offices 2,800 © 0 
Total charge on the conſolidated fund, ſor the quarter 
ending ;th July 1796 — — 3,922,952 © 44 
Surplus ditto ditto ditto 231,334 37 3 
441344339 1113 


Memorandum The above ſum of 211,384]. 18. 754. 
was applied by the commiſſioners appointed by par- 
liament for geducing the national debt, in part of 
2 59,0001. for the quarter ended 5th July 1790. 


Exchequer, 


the 25th day of April 1797. 


JAMES FISHER. 


To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, 


in Parliament aſſembled. 


An ACCOUNT of the Income of, and Charges upon, the 
CONSOLIDATED FUND, for the Quarter ending 


the 10th of October 1796. 


INCOME. 
£; 1. d. 
Conſolidated duties of cuſkors — _ 878,843 8 10 
Do — exciſe. | — — 1,807,041 3 4 
Ditto — — ſtamps _ — 366,318 7 6 
_ ſalt — — 89,383 17 8 
Ditto — — letter money — — 1 30.00 oO o 
Seizures, ſince 25th October 1760 — — 506 9 © 
Profers ditto — — 3 06-4 
Compoſitions, ditto — — © 3-4 
Deduction of 6d, per lib. on penſions, fince 24th 
June 1721 — 9,000 © oO 
Ditto 18. ditto on ſalaries, &c, ſince 5th April 1758 7,000 © © 
Duty on houſes and windows, ſince 1oth October 1766 53,498 19 34 
Ditto — inhabited houſes, ſince 5th July 1779 28,316 7 84 
Rent of allum mines, ſince 25th October 17569 —_— 
Duty on hawkers and pedlars, fince 23d June 1710 755 © © 
Ditto — hackney coaches and chairs, ſince iſt Aug. 1711 $8,900 0 © 
Ditto — male ſervants, ſince gth July 1785 - 15,239 6 34 
Ditto — horſes, ſince 29th September 1784 19,655 19 © 
Ditto — four-wheel carriages, ſince 5th July 1785 31,328 8 64 
Ditto — two-wheel carriages, ditto 25770 5 10 
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Le 

Duty on ſugar, ſince 11th April 1791 — 81,310 
Ditto — Britiſh ſpirits, ſince 5th January 1791 1,623 
Ditto — foreign ſpirits, fince ditto — 35.725 
Ditto — bills of exchange and receipts, ſince iſt 

Augult 1791 — — — 32,150 
Ditto — game duty, ſince 1ſt Auguſt 1991 — 2,272 


Ditto 10l. per cent. on aſſeſſed taxes, fince gth April 1791 15,708 
Surplus of bills of exchange and receipts, ſince 1ſt 


Auguſt 1791 — — — 28,461 
Duty on Britiſh ſpirits, ſince 21ſt February 1794 1,543 
Ditto — foreign . ſince ditto — 37,023 
Ditto — attornies articles, ſince 5th February 1794 5,380 
Ditto — bricks and tiles (cuſtoms). ſince 28th March 1794 126 
T:itta — - = (exciſe', ſince ditto 24,193 
Ditto — lates, ſtones, &c, fince gth May 1794 8.453 
Ditto — paper (cuſtoms), ſince 5th April 1794 1,470 
Ditto — ditto (exciſe), ſince ditto — — 18,750 
Ditto — glaſs, ſince th April 17944 — — 11,962 
Ditto — diſtillers licences, ſince ditto —— 1,000 
Ditto — Britiſh ſpirits, fince 23d February 1795 1,542 
Ditto foreign ditto, ſince ditto — 37.889 
Ditto — cocoa and coffee, ſince 16th March 1795 2,303 
Ditto — tea a R * ditto — 46,923 
Ditto — fruit, f:1k, &c. fince 5th April 1795 57,965 
Ditto — coals, ſince 5th July 1795 — _ 10,835 
Ditto — hair- poder certificates, ſince th May 1795 94,787 
Ditto — wines, ſince ditto — 156,369 
Pitto — ſweets, fince ditto — — 25177 
Ditto — ſhip policies, ſince 5th July 1795 — 28, 108 
Ditto — ſtamps, ditto — — 15.497 
Ditto — receipts, ditto — _ 2,821 
Ditto == tobacco and ſnuff, fince 5th July 1796 39.947 
Ditto — 10l. per cent. — — ditto 3,250 
Ditto — horſes, — — — ditto 400 
Ditto — 28. additional on ditto — ditto 1,300 
Ditto — horſe-dealers licences, — ditto 192 
Ditto — ſalt _ — ditto 8, ooo 
Ditto — wines (cuſtoms) — — ditto 444270 
Ditto — wines (exciſe) <—= — ditto 851 
Ditto — ſweets — — — ditto 1, 340 
Ditto — hats — — — ditto 1,395 
Ditto — legacies — — =— ditto 1,894 
Surplus on paper (exciſe) — ditto 1794 22,814 
Impreſt money re-paid by John Sandeman, captain 
of an independent company ÞQA—— 139 
To ditto by Archibald Kennedy — 188 
Ditto by Patrick Campbell, agent to the account of 
John Macdonald, deceaſed, late captain of an in- 
dependent company — — — 163 
Ditto by ditto, on account of ditto — — — 238 
Ditto re- paid by Nathaniel Day, late commiſſary to 
to the army in Canada — — — 235,510 
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DEBATES. 263 
1. d. 
To impreſt money re- paid by Iſaac Barre, eſq. late 
treaſurer of the navy — — — 5,500 © o 
Male ſervants — — 3156 
Arrears of taxes, J Female ditto — _ 1,238 9 7 
Carts — — — 7 3 3 
Arrears of the 33d, 34th, 35th, 36th, 37th, 38th, 
54th, 55th, 56th, 57th, 45. aids and arrears of 
malt duty — — — — 6,380 14 113 
4378-748 8 © 
CHARGE. 
EXCHEQUER. 
Annuities, 2-7ths for two and three lives, due 11th LF. „. &. 
October 17996 — — — 2,048 18 o 
Annuities, 3,700l. per week, with ſalaries to the 
officers of the receipt of his majeſty's Exchequer, 
due ditto — 7.957 11 8 
anno 1706, with ditto, due ditto — 6,181 2 10+ 
1707, with ditto, due ditto — 2,038 0 64 
per iſt act, 1708, with ditto, due ditto 1,229 13 1 
— ä — 24 act, 1708, with ditto, due ditto 2,649 6 33 
on lives, with benefit of ſurvivorſhip, for fix 
months, due ditto — — — 270 0 0 
— in clailes, by act 29 Geo. III. due ditto 21,431 0 6 


SOUTH-SEA COMPANY. 


Annuity and management on 24,065,084. 1 38. 114d. 
their preſent capital, for three months, due 10th 


October 1796 — 183,993 


BANK OF ENGLAND. 


Annuity at 31. per cent. per ann. 
by act 36 Geo. III. for one 
year, ended 5th July 1796, to 
ſuch contributors for raifing 
18,000,000]. for the ſervice of 
the year 1796, who did not. 
make good their whole pay- 

ments on or before 2d January 
or 2d July 1796, but made 
good the ſame on or before the 
7th October 1796, on the prin- 
cipal ſum of 5,601,000. 31. per 
cent, conſolidated annuities 

Annuity at ditto, by one other 

| act 36 Geo. III. for fix months, 
ended 5th July 1796, to ſuch 


168,030 0 © 
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264 PARLIAMENTARY 


© contributors for raiſing 
7. 0, oool. for the ſervice of 
the year 1796, who did not 
make good their whole pay- 
ments on or before 2d July 
1796, but made good the ſame 
on or before th October 
1796, the principal ſum of 
3,621, 400l. 31. per cent. con- 
ſolidat ed annuities — 


Annuity at 4. per cent. per ann. 
on the principal ſum of 
35,5c0,000l. for ſix months, 
ended 1oth October 1796 

For fatisfying and paying the 
charges of manageinent of the 
ſaid annuities, for the ſame 
time, after abating 1141. 1s. 
6d. being the halt of 2281. 35. 
in reſpect of 50%, oocl. pur- 
chaſed by the commiliioners 
for reducing the national debt 
before zth April 1799 — 


Annuity at 4]. per 
cent. per ann. on 
6,000, oool. added 
to the above capital . fs 
by act 35 Geo. III. 
for the ſame time 120,00 o 
For ſatisfy ing and 
paying the charges 
of management of 
the ſaid annuities on 
2,700l. per annum, 
ſor two years, ended 


roth October 1796 5,409 0 


0 


3 4. 4. 


62,821 ©. © 


710,000 © © 


7.873 8 6 


— 220, 88 1 0 0 


717,873 8 6 


Annuity at zl. per 
cent. per ann. com- 
monly called re- 
duced annuities, on 
the principal ſum 
of 41.540, 0731. 
168. 4d. ſor ſix 
months, ended 1oth d 
October 1796 - 623,101 2 

For fatisfying and | 
paying the charges 

of management of 


the ſaid annuities, 


14 


125,400 © © 


— 


for 

aſte 
28. 

rate 
mill 
pure 
abo 
ers b 


1790 


Annu 
cent. 
to th 
by ac 
for t 
to . 
tors t. 
18, oc 
the ſ. 
year 1 
pleted 
pay mc 
on 01 
April 
Annuit) 
cent, 
one 3 
roth C 
ſuch 
toward 
18, ooo 
did ne 
their 
ments c 
2d Apr 
who co; 
ſame On 
On or 
October 


Annuity 


for fix 
1796, 
raiſing 
vice of 
other 2 
pleted 1 
920,750 


ober 


vor. 


DEBATES, 


er he Roe tn, fo +» %% = &- .£&4 © 
after abating 1,054). 

28. 6d, being the 

rate of 45ol. per 

million on 4, 68 5, oool. 

purchaſed by the 

above commiſſion- 

ers before 5th April 

1796 — 8.292 7 10 a 

— 631,393 9 113 


fo S 
iy 3 Sera ©, = . 
EI 
— Ez, 


Annuity at zl. per N 
cent. p©r ann. added "HY 
to the above capital RN 
by act 36 Geo. III. 

for the ſame time, 

to ſuch contribu- 

tors towards railing 

18,000,0c0!, for 

the ſervice of the 

year 1796, as com- 

pleted their whole 

payments on 2, 74, 12 5l. 

on or before 2d 

April 1790 eint et - 6 
Annuity at 31. per 

cent. per ann. for 

one year, ended 

1cth Oct. 1796, to | : 
ſuch contributors 

towards railing 

18, 00, 0 l. who 

did not complete 

their whole pay- 

ments on or before 
2d April 1796, but 4 
who completed the "ix 
ſame on 1,626,250l. $4 
on or before 7th 

October 1796 48.787 10 © 
b 5 70,899 7:6 
Annuity at zl. per cent. per ann. 

for ſix months, to 10th October 

1796, to the contributors for | 

raiſing 7,500,0001. for the ſer- | ö 
vice of the year 1796, by one 

other act 36 Geo, III. as com- 

pleted their whole payments on 

= Un on or before 7th 

Oftober 1796 — — 13.1 60 


8 — 725,194 2 54 


3 
— — 


— 
— 
ppt wot 2 
q 3 
3 — 
- 
— mY 
- 4 
. 
— 
— — 


23 
22 
—— 


$'\* 3 IIS 
* 


7 5 TY 
— - 


RAT IEEE 
. — - 
4 
— . 
a tho —_ 
— 
= 


. 
— 


. T 
- ba - — — 5 "0 


w_ . * a + Ker 2 
e 
. SE 
— 7 A 2 —_ — — 


F — 


* 1 2 
A - * 


— — 
- 

WO 

: $7 


_— 
* - 


I 


S#- A 


o 

2 

2 2 
S Os BOL 
* ».. 

- „ Dn, 


woe * 
— —___———— wy 


Emme CES 
3 

— 

rr 


A... 


EXE 5 
— „ * 


— eZ ons. 2 
— 
— 
* 
* 


——— 


— "I 3 
M645. — AS © EN. © 
mY. P? 
2 — p 
ww 7 * 
= = —— — 

— —— — — — = 

— 3 n = & 

8 * 


r 


ty 
a Lr 
2 — L = 

— 


—_ 
2 
. 
4 
1 


— 
- je” FS, 
o * 
* — 
. CT EA 3-0 
I 1 
- ww. Nu, 1 
— — — 
£ 2 
. = 
* * * 
=! wi » © << > J i 
— — J 


— 
- 
"wc 


* 
— 
* 


Vor. III. Mm 


266 PARLIAMENTARY XT 


Annuities for long C. . d. 
terms, conſolidated 

by ſeveral acts of 

parliament, for ſix 

months, ended 1oth 

October 1706 83,768 1 2 
For ſatisfying and vgs ihe 
paying the charges 

of management of 

the ſaid annuities, 

for the ſame time 1317 7 


PR" 


| +» 


Annuities for 654 

years, by act 35 

Geo. III. for the 

ſame time 42,750 0 © 
For ſatisfying and | 
paying the charges 

of management of 

the ſaid annuities, 

at 9611. 17s. 6d. 

per annum, for two 

years, ended 10th 

October 1796 1,023 15 @© 
Annuities for 645 

years, by act 36 

Geo. III. to ſuch 

contributors for 

raiſing 18,0000001, 

for the ſervice of 

the year 1796, as 

completed their 

whole payments on 

or before 2d April 

1796, on 31, 55 l. 

178. 6d. per ann. 

for 6 months, ended 

roth October 1796 15,777 18 9g 


Annuities. for ditto, 
by the ſaid act, to 
thoſe contributors 
who did not com- 
plete their. whole 
payments on or be- 
fore 2d April 1796, 
upon completing 
the ſame, for one 
year, ended 1oth 
October 1796 12,195 12 6 


— 


— 


— 2 


5 


44673 15 © 


211973 11 3 


Annui!t 
be g. 
mil 
D. 

On the 
at 31 
in re 
rowe 

III. 
Octo 
On the « 
addec 
dated 

III. f 

On the 
added 
by th 
for th 

On the ſ 
being 
actual 
118. 5 
11,000 
years 
lame ai 
Years 1 

rate of 
for the 
On the ca 

I25, 5d, 

created 

licu of 
delivere 
the ſame 


DEBATES. 
£5 1 . 6. 


Annuities for 632 years, by one 
other act 36 Geo, III. to the con- 
tributors for raiſing 7,5co,occl. 
for the ſervice of the year 1796, 
for ſix months, ended 1oth Oct. 
1796, who e, ee their pay- 
ments on or before 7th Oct. 1790 4,454 12 6 


lame act, at the end of forty-five 

years reckoning the ſame at the 

rate of zl. per cent, per annum, 

for the ſame time — — 2,420 0 0 
On the capital ſtock of 1,926, 5251. 

125, 5d, 51. per cent. annuities, 

created by act 34 Geo. III. in 

licu of navy and victualling bills 

delivered up to be cancelled, for 

the ſame time — — 4.816 6 3 


Mm 2 


* TV e 
Annuitics for 30, 29, and 184 4 
ears, by acts 18, 19, and 29 24% Wu 
Geo. III. for fix months, ended 4 1 
1th October 1796 — 209,166 10 53 WEL 
For ſatisfying and paying the e 
charges of management of the 1 
ſaid annuities, for the ſame time 2,353 2 84 e 
BY 211,519 12 104 4 
Annuities of 11. per cent. per aumum to is” b ö i 
be placed to the account of the Cam- i #1 | 
miſſioners for reducing the National Ea 1 T2 
Di hi. 8 Wi 1 i 
On the capital ſtock of 6, 2 50,0001. , Ia Fil 
at 3l. per cent, per ann, created . 1908 
in reſpect of 4, 500, oool. bor- 1 
rowed purſuant to act 33 Geo, 2 1 2 
III. for three montlis, due 1oth TR 
October 1796 — — 15,025 © 0 x RR 
On the capital ſtock of 11,000,0c0), WER. 
added to zl. per cent, conſoli- 1008 
dated annuities by act 34 Geo. Ws 
III. for the ſame time _ 27,500 © © 1 
On the capital ſtock of 2, 50 00l. Sl ki 
added to 4l. per cent, annuities 324 05 
by the faid laſt-mentioned act, 1 hd te 
for the ſame time — — 5. 9» © Wo: by | 
On the ſum of 9, 680l. per annum, 1 
being 11. per cent. on the future l 
actual value of the annuity of 7 HR 
11s. 5d, per cent, on the above 1 Wi! 
11,000,0001, granted for fixty-ſix it! 
years and one quarter, by the by in 1 . 
17 


» 
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On the capital ſtock of 18,000,000). 
added to zl. per cent. conſoli- 
dated annuities by act 35 Geo. 
III. for the fame — — 

On the capital ſtock of 6, ooo, oool. 
added to 41. per cent. annuities, 
for the ſame time, by the ſaid act 

On the ſum of 12,8351. per annum, 
being 11. per cent. per annum on 
the Grave actual value of gs. 6d. 
per cent. on the afore-mentioned 
18,000,000l. granted for ſixty- 

| five years and one quarter by the 
ſaid act, at the end of forty-five 
years, reckoning the ſame at the 
rate of zl. per cent. per annum, 
for the ſame time — — 

On the capital ſtock of 1,609,8971, 
175. 1d. gl. per cent. annuities, 
created by act 35 Geo. III. in 
lieu of navy and victualling bills 
delivered up to be cancelled, for 
the ſame time 

On the ſum of 8, 460l. per annum, 

| _ 1], per cent, per ann, on 

the future actual value of the an- 
nuity of 6s. 6d. per cent. per an- 
num on the aforeſaid 18, 00, oool. 
granted for ſixty-four years and 
one quarter, by the ſaid act, at 
the end of forty-five years, reck- 
oning the ſame at the rate of zl. 
per cent. for the ſame time 

On the capital ſtock of 21,600, oool. 
added to the zl. per cent. confoh- 
dated annuities, in reſpect of 
18,009,000, borrowed by act 
35 Geo. III. for the ſame time 

On the capital ſtock of 4,500,000). 
added to 31. per cent, annuities 
by the ſaid act, for the ſame time 

On the capital ſtock of , ooo, oool. 
added to zl. per cent. conſoli- 
dated annuities, in reſpect of 
7,500,000l. borrowed by one act 
36 Geo. III. at the ſame time 

On the capital ſtock of 1, 875, oool. 
31. per cent. reduced annuities, 
created by the laſt-mentioned act 
in reſpec of the ſaid loan, for the 
ſame time 

On the ſum of 2, 925l. per annum, 
being 11. per cent. per annum on 


the tuture actual value of the an- 


. * 
45. oO © 


15,000 © © 


3,208 15 © 


4,024 14 104 


HIT; © © 


$4,000 © © 


11,250 0 © 


[Lokps. 


to 10 
Annuit 
and 
ceaſe 
are t. 
of mt 
the 1 


Bank of 


DEBATES. 1 
nuity of 58. 6d. per cent. on the . fo 4. * 6 
aforeſaid 7, 00, oool. granted for ANN 
634 years, at the end of forty- in 
five years, reckoning the ſame at ii 
the rate of zl. per cent. per ann, " ma 1400 
for the ſame time — — 731 8 „0 FAY þ 
The capital ſtock of 4,176,663]. 48. ',5 
2d. being 51. per cent. annuities, 00 [> | 
created by act 36 Geo. III. in l | | 
licu of navy and victualling bills i 
delivered up to be cancelled, for 1 
the ſame time — _ 11,038 $3 B83 1 ph 
n —_— 230-700: $4.00 WT: 
Annaities by acts 4th and 5th King 'Y þ 70 
William and Queen Mary (com- e | 


monly called 14 per cents.) which 
ceaſed 14th February 1792, and 
are to be placed to the account 
of the commiſſioners for reducing 
the national debt, for 3 months, 
to 10th October 1796 
Annuities for 96 years, by acts gth 
and 6th of the ſame reign, which 
ceaſed 5th February 1792, and 
are to be placed to the account 
of the ſaid commiſſioners, for 
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12.128 15 7+ 
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* 


the ſame time — — 1,59 1 8 © * 7 0 | 
__ 13-720 3 72 Wet tf 

Bank of England annuities for ten years, by act 17 445 | 
Geo, III. which ceaſed 5th April 1787, and are to 1 419 
be placed to the account of the ſaid commiſſioners, ' ©5008 
for ſix months, due toth October 1796 — 12,500 © © © FN 

Bank of England, on their capital of 3, 200, oool. at #18 
zl. per cent, per annum, for three months, due 1oth "01 
October 1796 — — 25,000 o o 

Ditto ditto ditto soo, oool. ditto ditto 1796 3,750 © © bo 

Ditto ditto ditto 1, 250, oool. ditto ditto 1706 9,375 © © 4 

Ditto ditto ditto 1,750, oool. ditto ditto 1796 13,125 0 © . 

Ditto ditto ditto 986, So0l. ditto ditto 1796 7,401 © © 

Ditto ditto ditto 4,000,000]. ditto, purchaſed of 


three months, due 


the South-Sea Company, for 
toth October 1796 


30,474 10 104 


To the Judges of England and Wales on their ſeveral 


October 1796 


96 


additional allowances, for three months, due 10th 

To Ann Caſs, late office-keeper in the office for ma- 
naging the former duties on wine licences, for three 
months, due 10th October 17 — 

To Edward Roberts, eſq. chief clerk to the clerk of 


the Pells, on 65ol. per annum, formerly paid to 
the auditor of the receipt of the Exchequer for ſa- 
laries to the officers of the Exchequer-bill Office, 


3,202 10 
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2 v #4 8 * * 
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now payable to him per act 23 Geo, III. for three 
months, due 1oth October 1796 

For the ſupport of his majeſty's houſehold 1. three 
months, due roth October 1796 — 

To his royal highneſs the Prince of Wales, on his an- 
nuity of 65,000]. per annum, for three months, 
due 10th October 1796 

To his royal highneſs the Duke of Vork, on his an- 
nuity of 14, oool. for three months, due roth Oct. 
1796 

To oa royal highneſs the Duke of 8 on . 
annuity of 9, oool. for three months, due 1oth 
October 1796 — — — 

To ditto, on his annuity of 3,ohol. for ditto, due ditto 

To his royal highneſs the Duke of Clarence, on his 
annuity of 12,000}, for three movie, due 1oth 
October 1796 

To her royal highneſs the Ducheſs of York, on her 
annuity of 4,001. for three months, due roth Oct. 
1796 

To — repreſentatives of Arthur Onſlow, eſq. on his 
annuity of 3,000l. for three months, due 10th Oct. 
1796 5 — 

To "A Earl of Chatham, on his annuity of 4, oool. 
for three months, due 10th October 1796 — 

To Lord Rodney, on his annuity of 2, oool. for three 
months, due 10th October 1790 — 

To Lord Heathfield, on his annuity of 1. cool. for 
three months, due 10th October 1796 

To the Earl of Bute, late one of the auditors of the 
Impreſt, on his annuity of 57,0001. for ow! 
months, due tioth October 1796 — 

To Philip Deare, eſq. late deputy of the Impreſt, on 
his annuity * zool. for three months, due 10th 
October 179 

To John Wi 8 eſq. late auditor of the Im- 
preft, on = annuity of zool. for three months, 
due 1oth October 1796 

To Charles Harris, gent. late clerk of the office of the 

| auditor of the Impreſt, on his annuity of 2001. 
for three months, due 1oth October 1796 

To Sir Wm. Muſgrave, bart. one of the commiſſioners 

for auditing the public accounts, on his annuity of 
ol. for three months, due 1oth October 1796 

To Joha-Thomas Bart, efq. another, on his annuity 
of 1,000). for three months, due 19th October 1796 

To William Chamberlayne, eſq. another, on his an- 
nuity of 1,200. for thee months, due ioth Oct, 
1795 — 

To Sir John Dick, bart. another, on his annuity of 
ol. for three months, due 10th October 1796 

To John Martin Leake, eſq. another, on his annuity 
of 5o0l. for three months, due 10th October 1796 


270 
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162 16 O 
224,500 © © 
16,259 © 6 
3,500 © © 
2,000 © © 
3,000 © 9 
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To Lady Dorcheſter, on her annuity of 1, cool. for T7. 6.6 


— 


three months, due roth October 1796 — 250 Oo © 
To JohnPenn, eſq. of Stoke Pogis, in the county of 

Berks, on his annuity of 3,000l. for three months, 

due roth October 1796 — 750 © © 


To Richard Penn, eſq. of Queen-Anne Street Weſt, 
in the county of Middleſex, on his annuity of ie 
1,000l. for three months, due th Oct. 1796 200 4 © BY. i 


For clerks, contingencies, &c. in the office for audit- 


iin 
10008 
ing public accounts, for three months, due 1oth 1% "Mal | 
To J. Reeves, eſq. receiver- general of the ſeven public l 
offices eſtabliſhed purſuant to an act 32 Geo. III. e 
intitled, „An act for the more effectual ad miniſt ra- ny 1 
« tion of a juſtice of the peace in the counties of 1 


* 


« Middleſex and Surry, as lie in and near the me- 


« tropolis, and for the more effectual prevention Wh: 
of felonies, &c.” to enable him to diſcharge the 00 
ſalaries due to the juſtices and clerks for incidental ji 
expences attendant on the ſaid offices 2,590 0 © 0 
The clerks in the office of the clerk of the Pells, for 15 
cheir ſervice in the execution of the acts 29th and Th 
30 Geo. III. for granting annuities on lives, with 1 


benefit of ſurvivorſhip, for ſix months, due 1cth 
October 1796 — — 440 © © 


To George Atwood, efq. inſpector of tontine certi- 


—> 
* 


UL 


wie 2c: 


ficates, to defray the expences attending the exe- 8 
cution of an act zoth Geo. III. for converting cer- \ 1 
tain annuities, with benefit of ſurvivorſhip, into 5 
annuities for an abſolute term of years — 550 O 0 9 5 
To pay off and cancel exchequer bills made out pur- a * . 
ſuant to an act 35 Geo. III. for enabling his ma- Lg 
jeſty to direct the iſſue of exchequer bills to a 35 
limited amount — — 793,215 10 0 $4 1 (nt 
To the Sheriffs of England and Wales, to enable them 531 . 0 


| to take out their letters patent for their reſpective $38 
offices, and for paſling their accounts, for one year, ® 
ended 1oth October 1796 — 4,000 © © 1 

| To the Clerk of the Hanaper, in the Court of Chan- | 
cery, towards defraying the charges for ſalaries and My 

allowances in that office 
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3,000 © o E 
; To Thomas Marſham, eſq. ſecretary to the com- 1 
miſſioners for iſſuing exchequer bills to a | 
F limited amount — — — 500 0 0 +) 22000 
$7 ö 
. 1 
* a þ 
5 Total charge on the conſolidated fund, for the 9 RING 
quarter ended roth October 1796 — 4,108,437 14 11 butt) 14 
0 Surplus of ditto ditto ditto 270, 310 13 o 4699 | 18 
| INS 
0 4.378,48 8 0 1 
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Memorandum The above ſum of 270,310l. 
136. 02d, was paid to the commiſſioners 
for reducing the national debt, viz. 


To complete the deficiency w-acoacck - £- 6+& 
in the quarter ended 5th July 1796 38,615 18 5 
In part of 250,000l. for the quarter | 


ended the 1oth October 1796 — 231,694 14 72 
270, 310 13 oz 
Exchequer, 2 
the 25th day of April 1797. JAMES FISHER, 


To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, 
in Parliament atlembled. 


An ACCOUNT of the Income of, and Charges upon, the 
CONSOLIDATED FUND, for the Quarter ended 
the gth of January 1797. | 


INCOME, 

4. „ 4 
Conſolidated duties of cuſtoms — _ 914,991 7 4 
Ditto — — exciſe — — 1,862,520 2 5 
—_  - — Rap}. — — 277,809 o o 
—Ä  - - — — 111,538 18 11} 
Ditto — — letter money — — 123,009 O o 
Duty on hackney coaches and chairs, 1711 — 5,800 © o 
Ditto — hawkers and pedlars, 1710 —— 500 © o 
Ditto — houſes and windows, 1560 — 107 232 6 4 
Ditto — inhabited houſes, 1778 — 4739 17 11 
Ditto — horſes, 1785 — — 37,915 10 0 
Ditto — raale ſervants, 1785 — — 29,992 19 5 
Ditto — four-wheeled carriages, 1785 — 44,600 3 2 
Ditto — two-wheeled carriages, ditto — 17,239 19 71 
6d. deduction on 3 &c. 1721 —— 23,525 0 0 
1s. ditto alaries, 1758 — — 11,399 12 © 
Seizures, . — — 11 
Profers, — —— — 1 
Duty on ſugar — — 146,027 4 5 
Ditto — Britiſh ſpirits, 5th January 1791 _ 6,913 0 0 
Ditto — foreign ditto, ditto — 48,755 © 0 
Ditto — bills of exchange and —_ ſt * 1791 32,150 © 0 
Ditto — game duty, iſt July 1791 4,931 © 0 
Dito of 101. per cent, on aſſeſſed taxes, 5th April 1791 38,195 4 5 


Arrears 
Ditto — 
Inpreſt 
of an 
Caſh bro 
in the 
the uſe 
the no 
treaſur 


Vor. 
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1 29 8 
Duty on Britiſh ſpirits, 2 1ſt February 1794 * 6,079 © © 
Ditto — foreign ditto — — — 50,638 0 0 
Ditto — attornies articles, 5th February 1794 4.294 © © 
Ditto — bricks and tiles (cuſtoms), 28th March 1794 THE 
Ditto — ditto - <- (exciſe), ditto 28,229 © »9- 
Ditto — glaſs, 17th April 1794 — 8,668 0 0 
Ditto — lates, &c. gth May 1794 — — 3,155 18 64 
Ditto — paper (exciſe), 5th April 1794 — 18,750 0 0 
Surplus of ditto — — — 18,193 © 0 
Duty on paper (cuſtoms), 5th April 1794 2,321 17 62 
Surplus of the duty on bills of exchange and Receipts, 
iſt Auguſt 1791 — — 1% 6 
Duty on diſtillers licences — _ — 3,000 © © 
Ditto — Britiſh ſpirits, 23d February 1795 — 5,158 0 0 
Ditto — foreign fins ditto — — 51,887 0 0 
Ditto — cocoa and coffee, 16th March 1795 _ 6:21  & 
Ditto — tea — — ditto — — $0,029 © 0 
Ditto — fruit, filk, &c. 5th April 1795 — N. %% 12" 
Ditto — coals, 5th July 1795 — — 9.119 7 IF 
Ditto — haiĩr- powder certificates, 5th May 179 5 6,647 0 0 
| Ditto — wines, 23d February 1795 — 35,737 © 8 
Ditto — ſweets, ditto — — 980 © ©. 
Ditto — ſhips policies, 5th July 1795 — 23,458 © © 
- Ditto — receipts, ditto —— — 1,172 © © 
Ditto — ſtamps, ditto — 10,017 0 0 
Ditto — tobacco and ſnuffs, 7th December 1795 44.637 0 © 
Ditto of 10l. per cent. on aſſeſſed taxes —— 27,478 15 8 
Ditto on horſes — — — 16,530 0 © 
Ditto — 25. additional on ditto — — 18,175 © © 
. Ditto — horſe-dealers licences, 7th December 1795 348: 6:0 
4. Ditto — wines (exciſe) — — 97,314 0 © 
Ditto — ditto (cuſtoms) — — 5 11 
4 Ditto — ſweets — — 985 0 © 
Duo — hats — _ „ 
Ditto — legacies — — — 8.509 © © 
Ditto — ſalt — 8,000 © © 
Ditto — dogs — 4.770 © © 
Arrears of female ſervants — 15 
Ditto — carts O 14 © 
— 5th, 4s. aid, anno 1794 — 12,408 13 85 
Impreſt money re- paid by John Alexander, captain 5 
of an independent company 29 1 
Caſh brought to this account, being the ſum reſerved 
in the exchequer on the 1 oth of October 1795, for 
the uſe of the public, in reſpect of the annuities for 
the nominees appointed by the commiſſioners of the 
treaſury, purſuant to an act 30 Geo, IL,  — 12,220 0 34 
4+587,349 15 74 
Vol. III. N n, 
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CHARGE. 
EXCHEQUER. 


Annuities, 2-7ths exciſe for two and three lives, for 
three months, due 5th January 1797 
Annuities, 3,7o0l. per week, with ſalaries to the 
officers of the receipt of his majeſty's Exchequer, 
for ditto, due ditto ee 
anno 1706, with ditto, ditto, ditto 
1707, ditto, ditto, ditto 
per iſt act, 1708, with ditto, ditto, ditto 
2d act, 1708, ditto, ditto, ditto 


— 


[Loxps, 


£5 4. d. 
2,048 18 © 


7-957 11 8 


6,181 2 105 
2,038 o 64 
1,229 13 15 
2,649 6 31 


on lives, anno 1745, ditto, ditto, for 6 months, 6, 159 2 


— — 1746, ditto, ditto, ditto 
— 1757s ditto, ditto, ditto 
- — 1779, ditto, ditto, ditto 


SOUTH-SEA COMPANY. 


Annuity and management on 24,065,084. 1 38. 114d. 
their preſent capital, for three months, due 5th 
January 1797 

Annuity and management on 1,919,6col. for half a 
year, due ditto, after abating 140l. 6s. 103d. being 
the half of 280]. 13s. gd. being after the rate of 
5621. 10s. per million, on the principal ſum of 
409, oool. purchaſed by the commiſſioners ap- 

inted by Parliament for the reduction of the na- 
tional debt before 5th July 1796 


BANK OF ENGLAND. 


Annuity at zl. per cent. r x 
— a A aner £ *: & 
124,649,696). 5s. 14d. for fix 
months, due 5th January 1797 
For ſatisfying and paying the 
charges of management of the 
ſaid annuities, for the ſame 
time, after abating the ſum of 
2, 138l. 28. 6d. for the half of 
442761. 58. being after the rate 
of 4;cl. per — on ry 
rincipal ſum of , co5,000l. 
4 chaſed the 3 
r the uction of the na- 
tional debt before ʒth july 


1795 — 


1,869,745 8 105 


25,907 11 14 


1,895,653 0 0 


6 
11,93 f. 0 
12,283 12 6 
6 
3 


1,384 16 
2,587 9 


183,993 13 $5; 


29,193 10 1c, 


grant 
act of 
with 
capit: 
cent. 


1797 


For an! 


Ing or 
at zl. 
ann. 
the { 
being 


public 
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For anſwering and pay= = J. «&s. d. „ 
ing half a year's an- 
nuity on 18, oo, oool. 
added to the above 
capital by act 35 Geo. 
III., due 5th January 
179 — 270,000 o © 
For the charges of ma- 
nagement of the ſaid 
annuities on 8, Icol. 
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per annum, for two | 
years, due 5th Janu- 19 
ary 1797 — 16,200 © © . 
286,200 © © e 
For anſwering and pay- 7979 
, elf FEM 
ing half a year's an- : ee 
nuity on 15, 263, 40ol. 1 


at 3l. per cent, per an. 
part of 18, ooo, oool. 
granted by an act 36 


n 
„ 
a 2 


S * 
„ "of 


ee 
Geo. III. due 5th Ja- 1 | 
nuary 1797 228,951 0 © bf 
For anſwering and pay- i 
ing one year and a ke | 

| half's annuity at the +98 

| like rate on 6, 332, 40ol. FI 1 
reſidue of the ſaid EF 


N 
18, oo, ooo Il. with þ 
the additional capital 3 
of 2ol. per cent. due | *1 


— 5 
— 
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= y, 


— © © 


— * 


* 
— — 


— — 
OE I 


For anſwering and pay- 
ing half a year's an- 
nuity on 3,963, ool. 
at 3]. per cent. per an. 
part of 7,500,000], 
granted by a ſecond 
act of the 36 Geo. III. 
with the additional 
capital of 20l. per 
cent. due 5th January 
<: EP 

For anſwering and pay- 
ing one year's annuity 
at zl. per cent. per | 
ann, on e | wm 
(the ſum of 65,800l. is | 
being forfeited to the 8 
public by certain con- 
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k 
5th Jan. 1797, after e 
: deducting 4,200. for- 4: 00m 
; feited by certain con- FO 
tributors not com- by Wy j 
pleting their payments 284,958 0 © 5 1 it 
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tributors not hav- 
ing completed their 
whole payments) 
being the reſidue of 


the ſaid 7, ooo, oool. . 1 

due the ſaid 5th 

January 1797 — 0 £4 „ 
208,569 0 © 


For anſwering and 

paying half a year's 

annuity on 16, 426, 797l. 

1 5s. 7d. at zl. per 

cent. per annum, 

granted to ſuch pro- 

prietors of navy, 

victualling, and 

tranſport bills, who 

have delivered up 

the ſame to be can- 

celled purſuant to 

an act 37 Geo, III. 

due ditto — 246,401 19 4 
For anſwering and 

paying half a year's 

annuity at the like 

rate, on 1,999, 699l. 

48. 4d. granted to 

ſuch proprietors of 

Exchequer bills, 

who delivered up 

their bilis to be can- 

celled purſuant to 

the ſaid act, due 

ditto— — 29,995 9 9 £o ˙ 

— — 76.397 9 
— 43,180,728 91 


Annuity at 51. per cent. per ann. by 

acts 24, 25, 34, and 35 Geo. III. 

on the principal ſum of 21, 406, 410l. 

198. 4d. for half a year, ended the 

5th January 179 — — $35,160 8 5; 
For tte charges of management of 

the ſaid annuities, for the ſame time 4,816 8 104 


539.976 17 4 
For anſwering and paying all and ; 


every the annuities, as ſtated by the 
act 36 Geo. III. after the rate of 
51. per cent. per ann. on the prin- 
cipal ſum of 4,1 70, 663l. 48. 2d. 
being the amount to which the 
pro rietvis, &c. are entith d, who 


delivered up their bills to be can- 


cellec 
their 
the B 
fore 1 
July 
conve 
urſu. 
ia, f 
to cth 
Rs 
pa) in; 
annuit 
4d. tc 
who h 
carry 
cates 
to be c 
ſock 
the ſai 
1796, 
the ſa; 
the ſa 


1797 


For the 
manage 
ſaid ar 
the ſan 


tor anſ; 
paying 

ties as f. 
act 370 
the prin 
2,020, 3 
granted 
prietors 
victualli 
tranſpor 
deliveret 
bills to | 
Purſuant 
act, for | 
ded gl 
1797 

or anſw 
Paying t 
ies as ſta 
ud act o 
8. 8d. | 
he prox 
xchequ 
lade out 
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celled, and carried 
their certificates to 
the Bank on or be- 
fore the iſt day of 
July 1796, to be 
converted into itock, 
purſuant to the ſaid . . &. 
act, for half a year 
to 5th jan. 1797 104,416 11 72 
For anſwering and 
paying one yeai's 
annuity on 237,4111, 
to the perſons 
who had omitted to 
carry their certifi- 
cates to the Bank 
to be converted into 
ſtock on or before 
the ſaid i ſt of July 
1796, purſuant to 
the ſaid act, due 
the ſaid 5th Jan. 
1797 — 11,870 11 o 


** 


1 16,287 2 74 


for the charges of 
management of the 0 
ſaid annuities, for 


the ſame time 1,086 6 8 £o 8 
— — 118,273 9 34 

For anſwering and 

paying the annus- 

ties as ſtated by the 

att 37 Geo, III. on 

the principal ſum of 

2,020, 332l. 118. id. 

granted to the pro- 

prietors of navy, 

vitualling, and 

tranſport bills, who 

delivered up their 

bills to be cancelled 

purſuant to the ſaid 

at, for half a year, 

ded 5th January 

1797 

or anſwering an 

Paying the annui- 

es as ſtated by the 

ad act on 270, 202l. 

s. 8d, granted to 

de proprietors of 

xchequer bills, 

ade out purſuant 


50,503 6 32 
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278 PARLIAMENTARY 


to act 36 Geo, III. 


who delivered up 


their bills to be can- 

celled, for half a 

year, ended 5th Ja- R 
nuary 1797 0,755: 1 14 


57.263 7 44 


Annuity and management on 1, ooo, oogl. at zl. per 
cent. per annum, for ſix months, due ʒth January 
1797. : 

On their capital of 3,200,000l. at zl. per cent, per 
ann. for three months, due ditto _ _ 

On their capital of 500, Hool. at gl. per cent. per ann. 
for three months, due ditto — 


On their capital of 1, 2 50,0001. at 31. per cent, per ann. 


for three months, due ditto ws 
On their capital of 1,7 50,0col. at gl. per cent. per ann. 
for three months, due ditto 
On their capital of 986. 90 l. at 3]. per cent. per ann. 
for three months, due ditto 52 
On their capital of 4, ooo, ocol. at 31. per cent. per 
annum, purchaſed of the South - Sea Company for 
three months, due ditto TIE 
Annuities granted by acts 
4th and ;th of King William 
and Queen Mary (commonly 
called 14 per cents.) which 
ceaſed on 5th February 1792, 
and are to be placed to the ac- 
count of the commiſſioners for 
reducing the national debt, for 
ditto, due ditto 
Annuities for 96 years, by acts 
5th and 6th of the ſame reign, 
which ceaſed at th February 
1792, and are to be placed 
to the account of the ſaid com- 
miſſioners 


. f tO 


— — 13, ab 14 71 


1,591 8 © 


To be placed to the account of the commiſſioners for 
reducing the national debt, to complete 2 50,0001. 
for the quarter ended 1oth October 1796 

To be placed to the account of ditto for ditto, for one 
quarter ended gth January i 797 


[ Lorns, 
3 
715.513 13 1 
15,225 0 0 
3-759 © 0 
9,375 9 0 
13,1250 8 
1:401 © 0 


39,474 10 10; 


13,720 


18,305 


3 - 


5 4 


250,000 © 0 


Aunuities of il, per cent. per annum, to be placed to the account of the Ci 


milſianers fir reducing the National Debt, 


Annuities on the capital ſtock of 
6.250,000l. 31. per cent. annui- 
ties. created in reſpect of 4, 00, oool. 
borrowed purſuint to act paſſed 
zoth April anno 33 Geo. III. for | 
one quarter of a year to the gth FL. 6. <& 
Janvary 1797 


15,625 0 0 


On the 
3. 
act 
ann 


of a 
On the 
41. 
the 
ſame 
On the 
bein 
actu: 
11S. 
ment 
for ( 
by tt 
end 
ſame 
er a 
On the 
128. 
creat 


al. 
by 0 
the ſa 
On the! 
bein 
the fu 
nuit 
4 
grante 
month 
III. at 
oning 
per cer 
time 
the c: 
178. 10 
created 
1795, 
of =_ 
livered 
the ſan 


1 2 


DEBATES. 


* 


On the capital ſtock of 11, ooo, oool. 
3l. per cent. annuities, created by 
act paſſed 2oth February 1794, 
anno 34 Geo. III. for one quarter 
of a year to the th January 1797 

On the capital ſtock of 2,7 50,0001, 
41. per cent. annuities, created by 
the laſt- mentioned act, for the 
ſame time 

On the ſum of 9,680l. per annum, 
being 11. per cent. on the future 
actual value of the annuity of 
11s. 5d. per cent. for the afore- 
mentioned 11, ooo, oool. granted 
for 66 years and three months, 
by the laſt- mentioned act, at the 
end of 45 years, reckoning the 
ſame at the rate of zl. per cent. 
per annum, for the ſame time 

On the capital ſtock of 1,926,525]. 
128. 5d. 5l. per cent. annuities, 
created by act paſſed 23d May 
anno 34 Geo. III. in lieu of navy 
and victualling bills delivered up 
to be cancelled, for the ſame time 

On the capital ſtock of 18,000,000). 
31. per cent. annuines, created by 
act paſſed 16th March 1795, 
35 Geo. III. for the ſame time 

On the capital ſtock of 6,000,000. 
41. per cent. annuities, created 
by the laſt-mentioned act, for 
the ſame time — — 

On the ſum of 12,8351. per annum, 
being 11. per cent. per annum on 
the future actual value of the an- 
nuity of gs. 6d. per cent. on the 
afore-mentioned 18,000,000. 
granted for 65 years and three 
months, by the ſaid act 35 Geo, 
III. at the end of 45 years, reck- 
oning the ſame at the rate of 31. 
per cent, per annum, for the ſame 
time 

On the capital ſtock of 1,609, 8971. 
178, id. gl, per cent. annuities, 
created by act paſſed 28th April 
1795, anno 35 Geo. III. in lieu 
of navy and victualling bills de- 
livered up to be cancelled, for 
the ſame time — — 


L. 


6,875 © 0 
2,420 © © 
4.816 6 3 
45,000 © © 
I 5,000 0 © 
3,208 15 0 


4.024 14 10% 


d. 


27,500 © 0 
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280 PARLIAMENTARY [ Loxny, 
On the capital ſtock of 21, 600, oool. C. . 4. 1 


zl. per cent. annuities, created in 

reſpect of 18, 00, oc. borrowed 

in purſuance af an act paſſed 19th 

Decem. 1795, anno 36 Geo. III. 

for one uarter of a year to the 

5th January 1797 
On the capital ſtock of 4. 500, oool. 

31. per cent. annuities, created 

by the laſt mentioned act in re- 

ſpect of the ſaid loan, for the 

ſame time — — 11,250 © © 


On the ſum of 8, 460l. per annum, 
being l. per cent, per annum 
on the future actual value of 6s. 
6d. per cent. on the aforeſaid 
18, co, oool. granted for ſixty- 
four years and three months, at 
the end of 45 years, reckoning 
the ſame at 31. per cent. per 
annum, for the ſame time — 2,115 © 0 


On the capital ſtock of , oco, oool. 

31. per cent. conſoliclated annui- 

ties, created in reſpeR f. 500, oool. 

borrowed in purſuance of an act 

paſſed 14th May 1796, anno 36 

Geo. III. for the ſame time 22,500 © © 
On the capital ſtock of 1, 875, oool. 

31. per cent. reduced annuities, 

created by the lait-mentioned act 

in reſpect of the ſaid loan, for the 
"fame time — — = 4.687 10 © 


On the ſum of 2,9251. per annum, 
being 11. per cent. per annum on 
the — actual value of the au- 
nuity of 5s. 6d. per cent. per ann. 
on the aforeſaid 7, foo, cool. 
granted for 63 years and nine 
months, at the end of 45 years, 
reckoning the ſame at 31. per cent. 
per ann, 1 the ſame time 751 5 © 


On the capital ſtock of 4, 414, ofal. 
48. 6d. in 51, per cent. annuities, 
created by an act paſſed i qth May 
7 anno 36 Geo. III. in lieu 
navy and victualling bills de- 
Hvered up to be cancelled, for 
the ſame time — — 11,035 3 84 
— — 230, 788 14 10 


54,00 © © 
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DEBATES, 


To the Judges of Eng'an! aid Wales on their ſeveral 
additional allowances, for three months, due 5th 
January 797 827 — 

To Aun Cals, late office-keeper in the office for ma- 
naging the former duties on wine licences, for three 


To Edward Roberts, eſq. firſt clerk to the clerk of 
the Pells, on 650l. per annum, formerly paid to 
the auditor of the receipt of the Exchequer for ſa- 
laries to the officers of the Exchequer-bill Office, 
now payable to him per act 23 Geo. III. for three 
months, due gth January 17 — — 

For the ſupport of his majeſty's houſehold for three 
months, due th January 1797 — — 

To his royal highneſs the Duke of Vork, on his an- 
nuity of 14,000). per ann. for three months, due 


th January 1797 


To his royal highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, on his 
annuity of g, oool. for three months, due gth 
January 1797 — — — 


To ditto, on his annuity of 8, oool. for ditto, due ditto 
To his royal highneſs the Duke of Clarence, on his 
annuity of 12,000]. for three months, due 5th 
January 1797 — a 
To his royal highneſs the Prince of Wales, on his an- 
nuity of 65,900l. per annum, for three months, 
due gth January 1797 — — 
Jo her royal highneſs the Ducheſs of Vork, on her 
annuity of 4, oocl. for three months, due 5th Jan, 
I — — 
lo 2 repreſentatives of Arthur Onſlow, eſq. on his 
annuity of 3, oool. for three months, due 5th Jan. 
1797 
Io the Earl of Chatham, on his annuity of 4, oool. 
for three months, due 5th January 1797 — 


To Lord Rodney, on his annuity of 2, oool. for three 


— — — — — 


lo Lord Heathfield, on his annuity of 1, Fool. for 
three months, due 5th January 1797 
o the Marquis of Bute, late one of the auditors of 
the Impreſt, on his annuity of 7, oool. for three 
months, due gth January 1797 — — 
0 Philip Deare, eſq. late deputy of the Impreſt, on 
bis annuity of zool. for three months, due 5th 
January 17 
0 John Wiggleſworth, eſq, late auditor of the Im- 
preſt, on +4 annuity of zool. for three months, 
due 5th January 1797 
o Charles Harris, eſq. late clerk in the office of the 
auditors of the Impreſt, on his annuity of 20ol. 
10 Wor three months, To 5th January 1797 — 
Sir Wm. Muſgrave, bart. one of the commiſſioners 
for auditing the public accounts, on his annuity of 
10. for three months, due 5th January 1797 


Var, III. O o 


—ů— —ęT̃m 


months, due 5th January 1797 — — 


months, due 5th January 1797 MP ts 


„. 


3.262 10 


5 0 


162 10 


224,590 o 


16,259 © 


1,000 0 


159 © 


1,000 © 
$00 © 


375 © 


1,759 © 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


To John-Thomas Batt, eſq. one of the commiſſioners 
for auditing the public accounts, on his annuity of 
1,000], per annum, for three months, due 5th Jan. 
1797 


To Sir John Dick, bart. another, on his annuity of 
gool. for three months, due 5th January 1797 


To _ Martin Leake, eſq. another, on his annuity 
of cool. for three months, due 5th January 1797 


To William Chamberlayne, eſq. another, on his an- 
nuity of 1,000]. for three months, due 5th Jan. 


232 


1797 
To 12, Dorcheſter, on her annuity of 1, ol. for 
three months, due 5th January 1797 


To JohnPenn, eſq. of Stoke Pogis, in the county of 
Berks, on his annuity of 3;oool. for three months, 
due th January 1797 


To Richard Penn, eſq. of Queen-Anne Street Weſt, 
Middleſex, on his annuity of 1,v00l. for three 
months, due 5th January 1797 


For clerks, contingencies, &c. in the office for audit- 
ing public accounts, for three months, due 5th 


January 1797 
To the Uſher of the Exchequer, for neceſſaries, for 
the quarter ended 5th January 1796 


To ditto, for ditto, for the quarter ended 5th April 


To Robert Hepburn, eſq. maſter of his majeſty's 
mint in Scotland 


To Sir George Yonge, bart. ditto in England 


To the right honourable Henry Angus, Speaker 
of the Houſe of Commons, to complete his allow- 
ance, from the 25th day of March 1796 to the 2gth 

day of December following at the rate of 6,000]. 
per ann. according to the particulars mentioned in 
a certificate in that behal ——— 


To pay off and cancel exchequer bills made out pur- 
ſuant to an act 35 Geo. III. for enabling his ma- 
jeſty to direct the iſſue of exchequer bills to a 
limited amount 


To the chief caſhier of the governor and company of 
the bank of England by way of impreſt and upon 
account for fees of various natures, paid at the 

_ treaſury, exchequer, and other offices, in relation 
to his accounts of the ſeveral bank annuities to the 
gth day of July 1795 | 

To J. Reeves, eſq. receiver-general of the ſeven public 
offices, eſtabliſhed purſuant to an act 32 Geo. III. 
intitled, © An act for the more effectual adminiſtra- 
« tion of the office of a juſtice of the peace in the 
& counties of Middleſex and Surry, as he in and 
« near the metropolis, and for the more eſfectual 


— — — 


250 © 


1,500 0 


699 1 
550 


1,200 o 
3.4 © 


625 13 


80, 824 15 


863 16 
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DEBATES. 


i ᷣ ä 


& prevention of felonies, &.“ to enable him to 
diſcharge the ſalaries due to the juſtices and clerks, 
and for incidental expences attendant on the ſaid 
offices — —.— 3,00 © © 


Total charge, on the conſolidated fund for the 
quarter aeg rn January 1797 — 

Total produce of the duties compoſing this fund 
for ditto ditto — 4+587,340 15 7Þ 


5,137,846 5 8 


1 


Deficiency at — ditto, — — $50,595 IO 1 


Memorandum—The above deficiency of 550,505]. 
10s, 14d. was ſatisfied out of contributions to 
annuities granted for the ſervice of the year 


1797. 
8 Exchequer, 


the 25th day of April 1797. JAMES FISHER. 


To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, 
in Parliament aſſembled. 


An ACCOUNT of the Income of, and Charges upon, the 
CONSOLIDATED FUND, for the Quarter ended 
the gth Day of April 1797. 


INCOME. 
£o 4 d. 
Conſolidated cuſtoms — — — 681,227 119 
Ditto exciſe — — ꝶ— — 1,440,935 10 103 
Ditto ſtamps == — — — 270,762 © © 
Ditto ſalt — — _ — 82,607 ig 7 
Ditto letter money — — —— 125,000 0 0 
Seixures ſince 25th October 1760 — — 3.73 
Profers — — ditto — 22 0 
Compoſitions — — ditto _ _ = 
6d. per lib. on penſions, 24th June 1721 — 9,000 © © 
1s, ditto on falaries, 5th April 1758 — 3,500 © © 
Houſes and windows, 1766 — — 53.555 7 4% 
inhabited houſes, 1779 — — 30,579 10 22 
Rent of alum mines, 1760 — — 450 0 © 
Hawkers and pedlars, 24th June 1710  — 1,320 © 0 
ackney 1 and chairs, 1ſt Auguſt 1711 and 1784 5,800 © © 
Male ſervants, 1785 — 13,535 13 14 
Horſes, ditto — — 13,337 12 7 
O 0 2 
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Four-wheeled carriages, 178 5 


'Two-wheeled ditto, ditto —_ 
Female ſervants, ditto (arrears) 
/aogons, — ditto ditto 
darts, — ditto diito 
ugar, = 1791 
ritiſh ſpirits, ditto 
foreign ditto, ditto 


Bills and receipts, ditto 


Surplus of ditto 
Game duty, ditto 
10l. per cent. ditto 
Britiih ipiritt, — 1794 
Foreign ditto, — ditto 
Attornies' articles, ditto 
Brick and tiles (cuſtoms) ditto 
Ditto (exciſe) ditto 
Paper, —. — ditto 
Surplus of — — ditto 
Paper (cuſtoms) ditto 
Slates and ſtones, ditto 
Glaſs, — — ditto 
Britiſh ſpirits, 1795 
Foreign ditto, ditto 
Cocoa, c. ditto 
Wine, ditto 
Tea, ditto 
Sweets, ditto 
Fruit, &c. ditto 
Coals, ditto 
Stamps, ditto 
Ship policies, ditto 
Hair-powder certificates, ditto 
Receipts, ditto 
Horſe. dealers“ licences, 1796 
Legacics, ditto 
— ditto 
0 ditto 
Wine (exciſe) ditto 
Ditto (cuſtoms) ditto 
'Tobacco, ditto 
Sweets, ditto 
Salt, ditto 
Horſes, ditto 
10l. cent. ditto 
28. duty on horſes, ditto 


Cocoa, I 
Britiſh ſpirits, FL, 
Foreign ditto, ditto 


Deeds, ditto 

8 per cent. ditto 
ugar, - ditto 

Auctions, ditto 
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[Lorps, 
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. 4. 
23,450 1 
5:959 19 

415 


+> 
21 


Stage CC 

Impreſt 

Ditto 
accou 


bills 


o Þ Gown 


$,319 
18,816 
1,525 
2,555 
49.360 
399,511 
957 

8, 00 
4,230 
8,517 
4.520 
1,34 
31,831 
23,958 
145853 


DEBATES. 285 
: £4 
Save coaches, 1797 — 3-075 © © 
Inveſt money re-paid by John Hatſell, eſq. — 0 
Ditto — by Abraham Newland, eſq. on 
account of the commiſſioners for iſſuing exchequer 
bills — — 32,000 © o 
Ditto by Claude Scott, eſq. on ac- 
count of corn, &. ſold for the uſe of government 30,000 o © 
3,503,309 7 7 
CHARGE. 
EHCHEQUER. 
Annuities, 2-7ths exciſe for two and three lives, for 
three months, due 5th Apr 1797 2,043 18 © 
Annuities, 3,700l, per week, with ſalaries to the 
officers of the receipt of his majeſty's exchequer, 
for ditto, due ditto — — _ 7,957 11 8 
Anno 1706, with ditto, for ditto, due ditto 6, 81 2 105 
1707, with ditto, for ditto, due ditto 2,038 o 6 
Per 1ſt act 1708, with ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto 1,229 13 13 
24 1708, with ditto, ditto, ditto; ditto 2,049 6 32 
on lives with benefit of ſurvivorſhip, for fix 
months, due ditto $70 0-48 
in claſſes, by act 29 Gij. tij. Rs. for fix 
months, due ditto — 21,431 © 6 
SOUTH-SEA COMPANY, 
For the annuity and management on 24,065,084. 
138. 111d. their preſent capital, for three months, 
due 5th April 1797 _— 183,993 13 53 
BANK OF ENGLAND. 
Annuity on their ſ 4,009,000]. at zl. per cent. per ann. 
capital of purchaſed of the South-Sea Com- 
pany, for three months, due ʒth 
| April 1797 30,474 10 10} 
Ditto — 3,200,00cl. ditto ditto 1797 25,000 © © 
Ditto — 500,000], ditto ditto 1797 3-759 0 0 
Ditto — 1,25, oool. ditto ditto- 1707 9,375 © © 
Ditto — 1,750,009l, ditto ditto 4797 13,125 0 0 
Ditto — 9986, ol. ditto ditto 1797 7.401 © © 
5 £o 4. 4. 
annuity at 41, per cent. per ann. on 
the principal ſum of 35,500,0001. 
for ſix months, due 5th April 1797. 710,009 0- © 


or ſatisfying and 
charges of management of the 
laid annuities, for the ſame time, 


paying the 
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after abating 114]. 1s. 6d. being 


the half of 2281. 38. in reſpect of 


50), oool. purchated by the com- 
miſſioners for reducing the national 


debt 
Annuity at 4]. per 
cent. on 6, ooo, oool. 
added to the above 
capital by act 35 


Geo. III. for three C. 5s. &, 


months 120,000 o © 
For ſatisfying and 
paying the charges 
of management, tor 


the ſame time 1,350 0 © 


PARLIAMENTARY 


Annuity at 41. per 
cent. due ;th April 
1797, on 764,8611. 
oy 44 being the 
amount of the an- 
nuities to which the 
proprietors of navy, 
victualling, and 
tranſport Fals, de- 
livered up tobe can- | 
celled, are entitled 15, 97 4 6 

Annuity of 41. per 
cent. due th April 
1797 on 104, 432l. 
5s. 8d. being the 
amount of the an- 
nuities to which 
the proprietors of 
exchequer bills de- 
livered up to be 
cancelled are en- 
titled 2,088 -12 11 


Annuity at 31. per cent. commonly 
called reduced annuitles, on the 
principal ſum of 41,540,073]. 
16s. 4d., for ſix months, ended 
5th 1797 

For ſatisfying and paying the 

charges of management of the 
ſaid annuities, for the ſame time, 


after abating the ſum of 1,2521. 


168. being after the rate of 450. 
per million on the principal ſam 


of 5,568,0001, purchaſed by the 


- 17,355 3 


= 121,350 © ® 


— 856,609 5 11 


623,101 2 1+} 
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above commiſſioners before 5th . . 4. . . 4. 
April 1797 — 1 8,093 14 7 


* 631,194 16 55 


Annuity at 3I. per 

cent. added to the 

above capital by act 

36 Geo. III. on 

3,700, 37 fl. part of 

4.50, o l. to 

which the contri- ' 
butors for raiſing 

18,000,000 Il. for : 
the ſervice of the 

year 1796 are enti- 

tled, who com- 

pleted their whole . . 4. 
payments on or be- 

fore 7th Oct. 1796 55,505 12 6 
Annuity on 799,62 öl. 

to the contributors 

who have completed 

their payments for 

one year and fix 

months, due sth - 

April 1797 35,983 2 6 
— 9,488 15 o 


722,683 11 64 

Annuity at 3]. per 

cent. on 920,7501, 

part of 1, 8 75, ocol. 

to which the contri- 

butors for raiſing 
7,500,000]. granted 

by an a& 36 Geo, 

III. for the year 

1796, are entitled, 

who made good 

their whole pay- 

ments on or before 

7th Oct. 1796, for 

= months, due 5th 

pril 1 13,811 S 

For ſatin he and : : 
paying one year's 

anruity on 938, 87 l. 

to the contributors 

who have ſince com- 

pleted their whole 

* ments on the 

ame, the remaining 

ſum of 


5,37 Fl., 
having been = 
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er „ LL. „ 4 


perſons not mak ing 
good their whole 
payments, due gth 
April 1797 - 28,166 5 © 
— — 41 977 10 0 


Annuities for long terms, conſoli- 
dated by ſeveral acts of parlia- 
ment, for ſix montlis, ended 5th 


5 1797 — 383,765 19 2 


For ſatisfying and paying the charges 

of management of the {ſaid an- 
nuitics, tor the ſame time $4317 7 4 
388, 083 6 6 


Annuities for 654 
ears, by act 3 . * 
Geo. ill. for the 4 
ſame time 42,750 © © 
For ſatisfying and 
paying the charges 
of management of 
the ſaid annuities, 
at 9611. 178. 6d. 
E annum, for the * 
ame time — 480 18 9 


— —— 43,230 18 9 


Annuities for 64+ 
years, by act 36 
Geo. III. to ſuch 
contributors for 
raiſing 18,000000]. 
for the ſervice of 
the year 1796, as 
completed their 
whole payments on 
or before the 7th 
ORober 1796, for 
ſix months, due 5th 
FApril 1797 21,875 15 © 
Annuities for ditto, 
by the ſaid act, to 
thoſe contributors 
whocompleted their 
whole payments 
fince the ſaid th 
October 1796, for 
one year and a half, 


due 5th Apr. 1797 22,122 15 © 
— 43,998 10 0 


Annu 
year 
to ſu 
for r: 
for 1 
the 
comp 
whol 
cr b 
1796 
due 5 
Annui 
by tl 
the 
who þ 
piered 
ments 
ing at 
128. & 
feited 
perſon 
compl 
payme 
year, « 


Annuiti 
years, 
Geo. 
5th A 


For ſat 
charg 
ſaid a 


Annuitie 


Willia 
monly 
ceaſed 
are to 
of the 
the nat 
due dit 


nnuities 
and Gt! 
ceaſed ; 
are to | 
of the 
the ſam 


Vor. 


DEBATES. 
1 


Annuities for 633 
years, by the ſaid act, 
to ſuch contributors 
for railing 9,500,000 
for the ſervice of 
the year 1796, as 
completed their 
whole payments on 
cr before 7th Oct. 


1796, for 6 moaths, 


due 5th April 1797 4,464 12 6 


Annuities for ditto, 
by the ſaid act, to 
the contributors 
who have ſince com- 
pleted their pay- 
ments, the remains 
ing annuity of 421. 
125. 6d. being for- 
feited by certain 
perſons not having 
completed their 
payments, for one 

year, due ditto 


Annuities for 30, 29, and 184 
years, by acts 18, 19, and 29 
Geo.-III. for fix months, due 
5th April 1797 — 

For ſatisfying and paying the 
charges of management of the 
ſaid annuities, for the ſame time 


Annuities by acts 4th and 5th King 
William and Queen Mary (com- 
monly called 14 per cents.) which 
ceaſed 14th February 1792, and 
are to he placed to the account 
of the commiſſioners for teducing 
the national debt, for 3 months, 
due ditto 


nnuities for 96 years, by acts 5th 
and 6th of the ſame reign, which 
ceaſed at gth February 1792, and 
are to be placed to the account 
of the ſaid commiſſioners, for 
the ſame time _ — 


— 


r 


$1,603 3 6 


16,117 I5 © 


—— 491,430 10 3 


209,166 10 5 


2,353 2 64 


211,519 12 104 


12,123 15 7+ 


1,08 © © 
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290 PARLIAMENTARY 
Annuities for ten years, by act 17th Geo, III. which 
- ceaſed on 5th April 1787, and are to be placed to 
the account of the ſaid commiſſioners, for C months, 
due 5th April 1797 
Annuines at 51. per cent. to ſuch of the contributors 
for raiſing 18,000,000l. as completed their whole 
3 on 2,378, 3621. 10s. part thereof, on or 
efore the 2d April 1797, the ſaid contributors be- 
ing entitled to 1121. 108. capital ſtock for every 
100l. ſubſcribed, for ſix months, due ditto 
For the ſupport of his majefty's houſehold for three 
months, due ditto FH 
To Edward Roberts, eſq. firſt clerk to the clerk of 
the Pells, on 650l. per annum, formerly paid to 
the auditor of the receipt of the Exchequer for ſa- 
laries to the officers of the Exchequer-bill Office, 
and now payable to him per act 23 Geo. III. for 3 
months, due ditto . 
To Ann Caſs, late office-Eceper in the office for ma- 
naging the former duties on wine licences, for three 
months, due ditto he — 
To the Judges of England and Wales on their ſeveral 
additional allowances, for three months, due ditto 
To his royal highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, on his 
annuity of 8, oool. for three months, due ditto 
To ditto, on his annuity of ꝙ, oool. for ditto, duc ditto 
To the repreſentatives of Arthur Onſlow. eſq. on his 
annuity of 3, ocol. for three months, due ditto 
To the Earl of Chatham, on his annuity of 4,000). 
for three months, due ditto 
To Lord Rodney, on his annuity of 2,000]. for three 
months, due ditto — 
To Lord Heathfield, on his annuity of 1, 500l. for 
three months, due ditto | . 
To Lady Dorcheſter, on her annuity of 1,c00l. for 
three mouths, due ditto | 
To the Marquis of Bute, late one of the auditors of 
the Impreſt, on his annuity of 7,000]. for three 
months, due ditto 
To Philip Deare, eſq. on his 
three months, due ditto 
To John Wiggleſworth, eſq. on his annuity of 3ool. 
for three months, due ditto 
To Charles Harris, gent. on his annuity of 200l. for 
three months, due ditto | 
To Sir Wm. Muſgrave, bart. one of the commiſſioners 
for auditing the public accounts, on his annuity of 
1,009. for three months, due ditto 
To John-Thomas Batt, eſq. another, on his annuity 
of 1,006l. for three months, due ditto 
To William Chamberlayne, eſq. another, on his an- 
nuity of 1, oool. for three months, due ditto 
To Sir John Dick, bart. another, on his annuity of 
500l. for three months, due ditto 
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DEBATES. 


To John Martin Leake, eſq. one of the commiſſioners F 


for auditing the public accounts, on his annuity of 


cool. for three months, due gth April 1797 — 125 
Salaries to clerks and for contingencies in che office of 

the ſaid commiſſioners, for three months, due ditto 1,500 
To Sir George Yonge, bart. maſter and worker of his 

majeity*s mint, for three months, due ditto | 3,459 


To the commiſſioners appointed for the reduction of 
the national debt, to be by them applied towards 
the reduction of the national debt, for three months, 
due ditto — — — 2 50,000 


Aunuity at 10, per cent. payable to the 
Commiſſioners for reducing the Na- 
tional Debt. 


On the capital ſtock of 6,250,000), 
at 31. per cent, per ann. created 
in reſpect of 4,500,000l. bor- 
rowed purſuant to an act paſſed /. „ . L. 
zoth April, 33 Gij. tij. Rs. for 
three months, due th April 1797 15,625 © © 
bon the capital ſtock of 17, ooo, ocol. 
zl. per cent. annuities, created 


) by an act paſſed zoth February, 
) 34 Gij. tij. Rs. for the ſame time 27,500 0 0 
On the capital Rock of 2,752,005). 
0 41. per cent. annuities, created 
by the laſt- mentioned act, for the 
0 ſame time — — — 6,875 0. © 
On the ſum of q,68ct. per annum, 
0 being 11. per cent, on the future 
actual value of the annuity of 
0 118. 5d, per cent. on the afore- 
mentioned 11, ooo, oool. granted 
0 for 66 years and 3 months by the 


ſaid laſt-racentioned act, at the end 
of 45 years, reckoning the ſame 
0 at the rate of zl. per cent, per 
annum, for the ſame time — 2,420 0 © 
En the capital ſtock of 1,926,5251. 
128. gd. gl. per cent. annuities, 
2 WW created by an act paſſed 23d May, 
34 Gij. th. Rs. in lieu of navy 
and victualling bills delivered up 
to be cancelled, for the ſime time 4,816 6 3 
Vn the capital ſtock of 18, 00. 6l. 


OW 31. per cent. annuities, created 
by an act paſſed 16th March, 35 
> OW Gij. tij. Rs. for the ſame time 45,000 © o 


Vn the capital ſtock of 6, ooo, oool. 
D d. per cent. annuities, created by 
the laſt- mentioned act, for the 
1 me time — — 15,00 © o 
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On the capital ſtock of 12, 83 5l. per 


annum, being 11. per cent. per 
annum on the tuture actual value 
of the annuity of 98. 6d. per 
cent. on the afore- mentioned 
18, oo, oool. granted for ſixty- 
five years and three months by the 
ſaid act, at the end of forty-five 
years, reckoning the ſame at the 
rate of zl. per cent. per annum, 
for three months, due 5th April 
1797 Ow 8 

On the capital ſtock of 1,609, 89 l. 
178. 1d, 51, per cent. annuities, 
created by an act paſſed the 25h 
1795, in licu of navy and victu- 


alling bills delivered up to be 
A a 


cancelled, for the ſain 


On 


time 
the capital ock of 21,593, Sool. 


part of 21, 500, Ol. 3 per cent. 
annuities, created in reſpect of 
18,000,00cl. borrowed in puriu- 
ance of an act paſſed 1gth Dec. 
1795, aſter deducting 4. z00l. 
forfeited by certain contributors 
not completing their payments, 


for the ſame time 


On the capital ſtock of 4,500,000). 


* 


3 per cent. annuities, created by 


the laſt· mentioned act in reſpect 
of the ſaid loan, for the ſame time 11,250 0 0 
On the ſum of $,460l. por annum, | 
being :1. per cent. per ann, on 
the future actual value ot the an- 
nuity of 6s. 6d. per cent. on the 
aforeſaid 18,000,000l. granted 
for 641 years, at the end of 4 
years, reckoning the ſame at zl. 


r cent. for the ſame time 


On the capital ſtock of 8,934, 20cl. 


part of 9, 00. l. zl. per cent. 
conſolicated annuities, created in 
reſpect of 5,500,000. borrowed 
in purſuance of an act paſſed 14th 
May 1796, after deducting 
65, col. forfeited by certain 
contributors not completing their 
payments, for the ſame time 


On the capital ſtock of 1,8 59,62 pl. 


part of 1,875,000]. zl. per cent. 
reduced annuities, created by the 
laſt-mentioned act, after deduct- 
ing 15,3751. forfeited by certain 
contributors not completing their 
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3,208 15 © 


42024 14 10+ 


53,989 10 © 


2,115 © © 


22,335 10 0 
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payments, for threee months, due 


ith _ 1797 


On the ſum of 2,9251. per annum, 
being il. per cent. per ann. on 
the future actual valye of the an- 
nuity of 5s. 6d. per ann. on the 
aforeſaid 7,500,006). granted for 
633 years, at the end of 45 years, 
reckoning the ſame at zl. per 
cent. per ann. for the ſame time 

On the capital ſtock of 4,414,074. 
45. 6d. in 51. per cent. annuities, 
created by an act paſſed 19th May 
1796, in lieu of navy and victu- 
alling bills delivered up to be can- 


celled, for the ſame time 


On the capital ſtock of 16, 437.2 73l. 
18. in 31. per cent. conſolidated 


annuities, created by an a 
19th May 1796 in lieu © 


ct paſſed 


f navy 


and victualling bills delivered up 
to be cancelled, for the ſame time 
On the capital ſtock of 764,8011, 
55. 10d, 41. per cent. annuities by 
the ſaid act, in lieu of navy and 
victualling bills, for the ſame time 
On the capital ftock of 2,024, 228l. 


iSs. 9d, 


l. per cent. annuitics 


by the ſaid act, in licu of navy 
and victualling bills, as above, 


for the ſame time 


On the capital ſtock of 1,999, 699l. 
48. 4d. zl. per cent. annuities by 
the ſaid act, in lieu of exchequer 

. bills delivered up to be cancelled, 


for the ſame time 


On the ſum of 104, 432l. 55. Sd. 
41. per cent. annuities by act 37 
Geo, III. in lieu of exchequer 
bills delivered up to be cancelled, 


for the ſame time 


On the ſum of 270, zozl. 48. 8d. 
5l. per cent. annuities by the ſaid 
act, in lieu of exchequer bills de- 
livered up to be cancelled, for 


the ſame time 


— — 


On the ſum of 2,378, 3621. 108. part 
of 18,000,2021. 51. per cent. an- 
nuities, created by an act 37 Gij. 
tij. Rs. on account of certain con- 
tributors completing their pay- 
ments before the 2d April 1797, 


for the ſame time 
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294 PARLIAMENTARY loan 
To John penn, eſq. of Stoke Pogis, Berks, on his E 
annuity of 3, oool. for three months, due 5th April 
1797 gt 759 © 0 
To Richard Penn, eſq. of Queen-Anne Street Wet, 
Middleſex, on his annuity of 1,0c0l. for three 
months, due ditto — 250 © 0 
To his royal higbneſs the Duke of Clarence, on his 
annuity of 12,000). for three months, due ditto 3,900 © o 
To his royal highnets the Duke of Vork, on his an- 
nuity of 14,05cl. for three months, due ditto 3.500 © 0 
To her royal highneſs the Ducheis of York, on her 
annuity of 4,00-1. for three months, due ditto 1,000 © o 
To his royal highneſs the Prince of Wales, on his an- 
nuity of 65,00cl. for three months, due ditto 16,259 © © 
To the right honcurable Henry Addington, Speaker 
of the Houſe of Commons, to —_——_ his allow- 
ance, from the 5th day of January to the 25th day 
of March 1797, at the rate of 6,000l. per annum, 
according to the particulars mentioned in a certifi- 
cate in that behalt — — 650 11 6 
To John Keeves, eſq. receiver of the ſeven public 
offices of police, to pay the ſalaries of clerks, &c. 
of the ſaid offices — 2,500 0 © 
To George Atwood, eſq. inſpeRor of tontine certifi- | 
cates, to defray certain expences attending the ex- 
ecution of an act 30 Gij. tij. Rs. 330 © 0 
To the Chief Caſhier of the South-Sea Company, for 
fees of various natures paid at the exchequer, trea- | 
ſury, &c. for three years, ended th Jan. 1796 369 18 o 
To pay off and cancel exchequer bills made out pur- 
ſuant to an act 35 Geo. Ill, — — 34,260 14 6 
To the Clerks in the office of the Clerk of the Pells, 
for their ſervice in the execution of acts 30 and 
29 Geo. III. for granting annuities on lives, &e. 
for fix months, due 5th April 1797 — — 440 © 0 
To Thomas Marſham, eſq. ſecretary to the commil- 
ſioners for iſſuing exchequer bills to a limited 
amount, by act 34 Geo. III. for expences attending 
the execution of the ſaid act — — 500 © o 
Total charge on the conſolidated fund for the 
quarter ended gu April 1797 _ 23+574+420 15 84 
Toral produce of the duties compoſing this fund 
at ditto ditto — 3,503,809 7 7 
Deficiency — ditto — — 70,611 8 14 
Exchequer, | 
the 25th day of April 1797. JAMES FISHER. 
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To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, 1 
in Parliament aſſembled. 1 
l 
An ACCOUNT of the Income of, and Charges upon, the 9 a 15 
CONSOLIDATED FUND, for the Quarter ending | K 10 
the gth July 1797. 1 10 
INCOME: {1 WTR 
= = mel 8 
Conſolidated cuſtoms — _ — 263,230 6 64 "EH 
Ditto exciſe — — — —_ 1,952,364 18 04 138 f 
Ditto ſtamps — — — — 273-999 © © 4 100 
Ditto letter money - — — 146.000 0 0 "388 
Ditto ſalt _ — — — £6,378 11 1 14 4 
Seirures — —ͤ— _ — 8.458 10 64 Wt: 
Profers — — — $07 0 © 3 10 il | 
Rent of a light- — — — — 6 18 4 i 
Alienation duty — — 1 ra 
Hawkers and pedlars, 1710 — — — 935 0 © 4 | 
Hackney coaches and chain. 171¹ —— 3,000 0 © 1 ; 
Ditto — — — 1784 — 2,800 0 0 4 it 
6d. deduction on penſions, 1721 — — 10,000 © o We | 
18, ditto ſalaries, 1758 — — 10,534 14 6 by 0 
Houſes and windows, 1766 — — 127,511 o 14 1 
Inhabited houſes, 1779 — —— £2,691 6 62 1 
Male fervants, 1785 — — 37,480 10 34 "8p 1 
Horſes, — — — — 37.726 15 04 1 Wi. | 
Four-wheeled carriages == = — 51,514 1 10 a ; 
Two-wheeled ditto — — — 21,607 13 4k Wo 
Waggons _ Arrears — _ — 3 13 6 e 
Carts — ditto — — — 2 16 3 WH 
| Sugar 1791 19 5 2880 4,924 8 10 q in 
Priiſh ſpirits = — ditto — — 22,300 0 © 1 eo 
Foreign ditto ditto — — 39,717 0 8 1 N 
Bills and receipts ditto — — 32,150, © © N 
X Surplus of ditto ditto — — 3-637 © © br ey 
= Game duty ditto — — r 0-2 1 1 g 
tel. per cent. ditto — — 42,869 16 64 ALIA 
Britiſh ſpirits — 1794 — — 2% - 0-0 1 Ml 
dz Foreign ditto — ditto — — 29,512 © 0 Wet. 
Attornies' articles ditto — — 4095 o o rh 
7 _ — ditto — — 9.510 O 0 . 
Bricks (exciſe) ditto — — 940 © © 17 
17 Ditto (cuſtoms) ditto — — 14 0-43 +180 
— WW Paper (exciſe) ditto — _ 18,759 0 0 | 
durplus of — — ditto — — 16,997 0 0 
Paper (cuſtoms) ditto — — 3.183 7 oF 
dates, &c. ditto — — 3,151 16 10% 
Spirit licences ditto — — 30,590 0 © 
Britiſh ſpirits — — — 23,051 © 0 
Foreign ditts ditto — — 29,364 0 0 
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Wine 1799 — — 
Coals als — 9 
Tea ditto — — 
Sweets ditto — SDS. 
Cocoa ditto — e 
Fruit, ſilk, &c, ditto — 8 
Stamps ditto — 8 
Ship policies ditto — ES 
Hair-powder certificates ditto — — 
Receipts ditto — — 
Horſe- dealers“ licences 17996 — — 
Legacies ditto — — 
Surplus of ditto ditto — EAR 
Hats ditto — 8 
Surplus of ditto ditto — — 
Tobacco ditto — ROY 
Wine (cuſtoms). ditto — JEL 
Ditto (excite) ditto — — 
Sweets ditto — REO 
Salt ditto — — 
zo]. per cent. ditto — — — 
Horſes ditto — — 
28. addit. duty on horſes dito —d — 
Dogs ditto — oi _ 
Britiſh ſpirits 1797 — . 
Foreign ditto ditto — _ 
Deeds ditto — ET 
'Tea ditto — — 
Sugar ditto — — 
Cocoa ditto — — — 
Auctions ditto — -— 
Stage ccaches ditto — — 
Bricks ditto — 
Arrears of 44th 4s. aid, anno 1780 0 
54th 45. 1790 17 19 92 
57th 45. 1793 1,056 14 10 
Money paid by the commiſſioners for the ſale of 
Dutch prizes — — — 
Money paid by Claude Scott, eſq. on account of wheat 
ſold for the uſe of government — — 


Money paid by Abraham Newland, eſq. on account 
of the commiſſioners for iſſuing exchequer bills 
purſuant to act 35 Geo. 3tij. Rs. | 

Money paid by the Eaſt-India Company for the ſale 
of Dutch prizes 

Money brought to this account, being the ſum re- 

| ſerved in the exchequer at 5th April 1797, for 
the uſe of the public, in reſpect of the annuiries for 
the nominees appointed by the commitlioners of the 
treaſury, purſuant to an act 30 Georg) ztij. Rs 

Impreſt money re- paid by Thomas Rudſell, eſq. 
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4,978,676 8 


1 


L. 4. 0, 
32,948 © 0 
47354 © 8f 
98,043 0 0 
1,673 0 © 
80 © Ann 
20,0 0 16 19 th 
11,02 © © Ann 
26,021 0 o of 
$3,295 © 0 fo 
1,272 © 0 CD” 
2 0-0 19 8 
10, 269 15 © 1 888 
3.588 5 © 3 
2,369 17 9 ee 
8,551 2 3 Alf 
39,998 © o 3 
70, 329 10 114 Cant 
98,109. © 0 . 
1,729 © © 
8,000 © o 
45,713 11 & ; 
33-635 © 0 Annui 
35,805 © © bei 
29,970 © © Jul) 
23,466 © o Annuit 
21,906 © © year 
20,975 © © Annuit 
117,319 © o ſaid 
24,653 10 10 after 
654 0 0 the 1 
9.445 0 © | ther 
10,878 0 © on th 
0 © purcl 
for tl 
1,198 1. 33 debt 
$0,000 © o 
50,000 o o © Annuity 
Capita 
2,000 © o 
ey — 
0 Itto 
500,000 o bitte 
Ditto 
Ditto 
6 62 Annuity 
12,280 14 0; ann. 0 
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CHARGE. 
EXCHEQUER. 
Annuities, 2-7ths exciſe for two and three lives, for 4 
three months, due 5th July 17 2,048 18 © 
Annuities, 3,700l. per week, with the ſalaries of the 
officers of the receipt of his majeſty's Exchequer, 
for ditto, due ditto — 7,957 11 8 
anno 1706, with ditto, ditto, ditto 6,181 2 10 
— 1707, ditto, ditto, ditto 2,038 © 65 
per iſt act, 1708, with ditto, ditto, ditto 1,229 13 :£ 
—— 24 act, 1708, ditto, ditto, ditto 2,649 6 33 
on lives, anno 1745, ditto, for 6 months, ditto, 6,159 2 5 
— 1746, ditto, ditto, ditto 11,233 5 © 
— 1757. ditto, ditto, ditto 12,283 12 6 
ALE — 778, ditto, ditto, ditto 1,384 16 6 
8 1779, ditto, ditto, ditto 2,587 9 35 
SOUTH-SEA COMPANY. 
Annuity and management on 24,06 5, 084l. 138. 111d. 
their preſent capital, for three months, due 5th 
July 1797 183,993 13 52 
Annuity on 1,919,6c0l. for half a £e "In n 
year, dueditio — — 28,794 © © 
Annuity and management on the 
ſaid annuity for the ſame time, 
after abating 1421. = 6d. for 
the half of 2851. 15s. being after 
the rate of 5621. 108. per million, 
on the principal ſum of 508. oool. 
purchaſed by the commiſſioners 
for the reduction of the national 
debt before 5th January 1797 197 © 3 
ny —— e 
BANK OF ENGLAND, 
Annuity on their ſ 4, ooo, oool. at 31. per cent. per ann. 
capital of purchaſed of the South-Sea Com- 
pany, for three months, due 5th : 
i July 179777 —— 30,474 10 105 
Ditto — 3, 200. oool. ditto ditto 1797 25,000 © © 
Ditto — 500, oool. ditto ditto 1797 3,750 © 0 
Ditto — 1,250, oool. ditto ditto 1707 9,375 © © 
Ditto —— 1,750,000t. ditto ditto 1797 13,125 0 0 
Ditto — 9836,800l. ditto ditto 1797 7,491 © © 
Annuity at 31. per cent, per 
ann, on the principal ſum of 4. <> 


124,649,6961. 58. 14d. for fix 
months, due 5th July 1797 


Vor. III. 


1,869,745 8 105 


24 


— — "x 

— — — —— 2 
7 - 

% = 


”— — —— 


— — 8 — 


— 8 
= 


* 

. 1 —— & > þ 
— _ cw, £ 
4 * * - 

: — 3 
0 2 


r 
PP 
—_——— 3 — 
FERN 223 — — 


2 
= - + 7 


p " 2 2 
y 0 = 
* ey 4 — 7 — 
Boch * — —— — ́ö ä ͤ 
ä — — — = Mo, 
=o 


Dl 
— ; * 


3 


-# * 25% 


EC; PTE 
—4 


_ 


I r 
— hh 
Tat 
—— — — 
88 $3 


2 


- _ — 
R 


: 1 
— 


— — —— 3 Cn Mr 2 2 22 — 
"a % ET A ä r - 


+ endl  » 


” iy . 
* 
1 4 
N 
— — 
2 
a a * 


4 —— 
8 — 


8 
— = 
7 
— 
—— 
os. 
* 


— 


298 PARLIAMENTARY [Lorps, 
For ſatisfying and paying the 


charges of management of the 
ſaid annuities, for the ſame 4 
time, after abating 2, 499l. 155. 
for the half of 4,999]. 10s. 


being after the rate of 450l. per F * 
million, on the principal ſum P: 
of 11, 110, oool. purchaſed by 85 
the commiſſioners for reducing 1 ky 
of the national debt before 5th : 
January 1799 — — 25,546 8 74 - 
N ig lie 
1,095,291 17 6 
For anſwering and . . d. 1 de 
paying half a year's For 
annuities on 18,600,000. « 
added to the above * 
capital, purſuant to Jar 
an act 35 Geo. III. fa] 
due 5th July 1797 270,000 © © — 
For anſwering and . 
paying the charges whi 
of management of 1 
the ſaid annuities, 5 
for the ſame time 4,050 © © Jan 
8 — 274,059 0 © 
For anſwering and 
paying half a year's For 
annuities on 21, 595, Scol. ye: 
added to the above 4d, 
capital, purſuant to pur 
an a& 36 Geo. III. in | 
due 5th July 1797 323,937 0 0 up 
For anſwering an 5th 
paying the charges For a 
of management of yea 
the ſaid annuities, 179 
on 9, 7181. 28. 2d. for 
r annum for two ſery 
years, due 5th July com 
— 4“ 1 on 5 
— - 343» 
For anſwering and iy 
paying half a year's 
annuity on 8, 934, 200l. 
| added to the above 
; capital, purſuant to 
| another act 36 Geo. 
III. due 5th July 
; 1 n | I 301 0 
= 2 and N * 


paying the charges 
of management of 


the ſaid annuities, 
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on 4,020). 78. d. . & 4 


per ann. for 14 year, 


due gth July 1797 6,030 11 


8; 


J. 


For anſwering and 
paying half a year's 
annuity on 16, 441, 17;l. 
4s. od. added to 
the above capital, 
purſuant to an act 
37th Geo. III. in 
lieu of navy bills 
delivered up to be 


cancelled, due ditto 246,617 12 62 


For anſwering and 
paying half a year's 
annuity, due 5th 
January 1797, on 
14,377l. 98. 3d. 
part of the above, 
the certificates for 
which were not 
made ſtock at the 
Bank on the 5th 


January 1797 215 13 


22 


For anſwering and paying half a 
year's annuity on 1,919, 699 l. 45. 
4d. added to the above capital, 
purſuant to the act 37th Geo. III. 
in lieu of exchequer bills delivered 
up to be cancelled, due the ſaid 
5th July 1797 
or anſwering and paying half a 
year's annuities, due 5th July 
1797, to ſuch of the contributors 
for raiſing 14,500,000. for the 
ſervice of the year 1797, who 
completed their whole payment 


on 5th July 1797 


Annuity at 51. per cent. per ann. by 
acts 24, 25, 34, and 35 Geo. III. 


29,995 9 9 


Fo 


140,043 11 


d. 


84 


246,833 5 9 


97,180 4 2 


on the principal ſum of 21,406,4161. 


198. 4d. due Gth July 1797 
For the charges of management o 
the ſaid annuities, for ditto — 


For anſwering and paying half a 
year's annuities on 4,414,074). 
48. 6d, added to the above capital 


by an act 36th Geo, III. due ditto 110,351 17 
Qq 3 


3,026,767 13 24 


$35,160 8 84 


4,816 8 104 


—e— 
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For the charges of management of Ro 
the ſaid annuities, for 5th July 5 
1797 on 


993 3 - + 


* A n ‚ q 


For anſwering and paying half a 
ear's annuities on 2 o, 202l. 48. 
8d, added to the above capital by 
the ſaid act 37th Geo. III. in lieu 
of exchequer bills delivered up to 
be cancelled — — 
For anſwering and paying half a 
year's annuity, due th January 
1797, on 10,2631. 16s. d. part 
of the above, the certificates for 
which were not made ſtock at | 


the Bank on the 5th January 1797 256 11 10 


50,764 18 2 


— 


For anſwering and paying half a 
year's annuities on 270, z02l. 45. 
8d. added to the above capital, 
by the ſaid act 37th Geo. III. in 
lieu of exchequer bills delivered 
up to be cancelled, due gth July 17977 — — 

Annuities granted by acts 4th and | 
— King William and Queen 

ary, commonly called 141]. per 
cents. which ceaſed on 5th Feb, 
1792, and are to be placed to the 
account of the commiſſioners for 
the reduction of the national 
debt, for three months, due ditto 

Annuities for 96 years, by acts 5th 
and 6th of the ſame reign, which 
ceaſed at 5th February 1792, and 
are to be placed to the account 
of the ſaid commiſſioners 


12,128 16 74 


1,z91 8 © 


Annuity and management on 1, ooo, oool. zl. per cent. 
per ann. for fix months, due 5th July 1797 _ 


For the ſupport of his majeſty's houſehold for three 
months, due ditto — — — 
To Edward Roberts, eſq. firſt clerk to the clerk of 
the Pells, on 650l.: per annum, formerly paid to 
the auditor of the receipt of the Exchequer for ſa- 
laries to the officers of the Exchequer-vill Office, 
and now payable to him by act 23 Gij. tij. Rs. for 

moaths, due ditto — — — 


To Ann Caſs, late office-keeper in the office for ma- 


naging the former duties on wine licences, for three 
months, due ditto "Oi FER 
To the Judges of England and Wales on their ſeveral 
additional allowances, for three months, due ditto 


—— 


[Loxps. 


"OT 


13.720 3 
16,225 © 


224,500 © 


162 10 


1 20 
3,262 10 
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DEBATES. 


To his royal highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, on his F 
annuity of 8, oool. for three months, due th July 


1707 — — — — 2,000 
To ditto, on his annuity of 9,000). for ditto, due ditto 2,250 
To the repreſentatives of Arthur Onflow, efſq. on his 

annuity ot 3,000). for three months, due ditto 750 
To the Earl of Chatham, on his annuity of 4,000l. 

for three months, due ditto — — 1,000 
To Lord Rodney, on his annuity of 2,000]. for three 

months, due ditto — — — 500 
To Lord Heathfield, on his annuity of 1,5o0l. for 

three months, due ditto — 375 
To Lady Dorcheſter, on her annuity of 1,c00l. for 

three months, due ditto — 250 


To the Marquis of Bute, late one of the auditors of 

the I'nprelt, on his annuity of 95,0991. for three 

months, due ditto — — — 1,750 
To Philip Deare, eſq. on his annuity of zool. for 

three months, due ditto — 75 
To John Wiggleſworth, eſq. on his annuity of zool. 
for three months, due ditto — 75 
o Charles Harris, gent. on his annuity of 200l. for 
three months, due ditto 


o 

o Sir Wm. Muſgrave, bart. one of the commiſſioners ; 

for auditing the public accounts, on his annuity of 

1,009l. for three months, due ditto —— 250 
To John-Thomas Batt, eſq. another, on his annuity 

of r,008l. for three months, due ditto — 250 
To William Chamberlayn:, eſq. another, on his an- 

nuity of 1,0001. for three months, due ditto 250 
To Sir John Dick, bart. another, on his annuity of 

cool. for three months, due ditto — — 125 
To John Martin Leake, eſq. another, on his annuity 

of cool. for three months, due ditto — — 125 
alaries to clerks &c. for contingencies in the office of f 

the ſaid commiſſioners, for three months, due ditto 1,500 


o dir George Yonge, bart. maſter and worker of his 
majeſty's mint in England, for three months, due ditto 3,450 
o the commiſſioners appointed for the reduction of 
the national debt, for three months, due ditto 250,000 


Umuity of 10, per cent. payable to the 
C ammiſſioners for reducing the Na- 
tional Debt, 5 


n the capital ſtock of 6, 2 5o, oool. 

l. per cent, per ann, created by L. 6. 4. 

- act zoth * 33 Geo. III. : 

or one quarter, due cth ſuly 1 20,030 --S & 
Un the * ſtock of Ingle fol * 

zl. per cent. annuities, created 

by an act paſſed 2oth February 

1794, for the ſame time 27,500 0 © 


* 5 « — — — * — 
2 = 2 2 
4 — * 
1 ——ů — * * © — — 
2D Dos % We 3 » 2 
"2 1 — — — th _ — — 

8 p 4 > d _ — - 

«ol * * — * 

. — - - — 


— - - 
— 8 — — . —ÜU•U•Eũ— 2 


25 


1 
— - 


e 


0 * 


— 
— 


FEE os 
— om SI 
. , 
= 4 
- 


* * 
— 2 x 
Py mY = * 


302 PARLIAMENTARY lords 


On the capital ſtock of 2, 7 50, oool. pl 
4. per cent. annuities, created 4. 3 Ju 
by the laſt- mentioned act, due 5th On t 
2 _.. FS 8 


On the ſum of 9, 680l. per annum, 

being 11. per cent. on the future 

actual value of the annuity of 

118. 5d, per cent, on the afore- 

mentioned 11,000,000]. granted 

for 66 years and 3 months by the 

ſaid laſt-1nentioned act, at the end 

of 45 years, reckoning the ſame 

at the rate of zl. per cent. per 

annum, for the ſame time — 2,420 © 0 
On the capital ſtock of 1,926,5251. i 

128. 5d, gl. per cent. annuities, 

created by an act paſſed 2 3d May, 

34 Gij. tij. Rs. in lieu of navy 

and victualling bills delivered up 

to be cancelled, for the ſame time 4,816 6 3 


On the capital ſtock of 18, ooo, oool. 
1. per cent. annuities, created 
y an act paſſed 16th March 
1795, 35 Gij. tij. Rs. for the 
ſame time — — 45,000 © o 
On the capital ſtock of 6, ooo, oool. 
41. per cent. annuities, created by 
the laſt-mentioned act, for the 
ſame time — — 15,000 © ® 
On the capital ſtock of 12,8351. per 
annum, being 11. per cent. per 
annum on the tuture actual value 
of the annuity of gs. 6d. per 
cent, on the afore-mentioned 
18,000,c00l. granted for ſixty- 
five years and three months by the 
ſaid act, at the end of forty-five 
years, reckoning the ſame at the 
rate of 31, per cent. per annum, 
for three months, due ditto 3,208 15 & 
On the capital ſtock of 1,609,897]. 
178. 1d. in 5l. per cent. annuities, 


created by an act 35 Geo. III. in 45. 60 
lieu of navy and victualling bills Create 
delivered up to be cancelled, for Hl, 
the ſame time — — 4.024 14 101 alling 
On the capital ſtock of 21, 56, Sool. 5 celled 
part of 21, 600, oool. 3 per cent. n the c 
annuities, created in reſpect of we 0 


18, , oool. borrowed in purſu- 
ance of an act paſſed 36 Geo. III. above 
after deducting 4,200l. forfeited — 
by certain contributors not com- can 


DEBATES. 


pleting their payments, for 5th 


uly 17 
* hy * ſtock of 4,500,000). 
r cent. annuities, created by 
the laſt-mentioned act in reſpect 
of the ſaid loan, for the ſaid time, 
at the ſame rate of zl. per cent. 

er annum — _ 
On the ſum of 8,460l. being 11. per 
cent, per ann. on the future ac- 
tual value of the annuity of 6s. 
6d. per cent. on the aforeſaid 
18,000,000l. granted for 644 
years, at the end of 45 years, 
reckoning the ſame at the rate of 

31. per cent. for the fame time 
On the capital ſtock of 8, 934, 20cl. 
part of 9,000,000, 3I. per cent. 
conſolidated annuities, created in 
reſpect of 7, 500, oool. borrowed 
in purſuance of an act 36 Geo. 
III. after deducting 65, Sool. for- 
feited by certain contributors not 
completing their payments, for 

the — time 

On the capital ſtock of 1, 8 50, 62 fl. 
part of 1, 875, oool. 31. per cent. 
reduced annuities, created by the 
laſt- mentioned act, after deduR- 
ing 15,3751. forfeited by certain 
contributors not completing their 
payments, for three months, due 
ditto — — — 
On the ſum of 2,9251. _—\ II. 
per cent. per ann. on the future 
actual value of the annuity of 5s. 
6d. per cent, on the aforeſaid 
7,500,000]. granted for 63 years 
and 9 months, at the end of 45 
years, reckoning the ſame at 3]. 


per cent. per ann, for the ſame time 


On the capital ſtock of 4,414,074]. 
45. 6d. in 51, per cent. annuities, 
created by an act paſſed 36 Geo. 
III. in lieu of navy and victu- 
alling bills delivered up to be can- 
celled, for. the ſame time 

On the capital ſtock of 16, 441, 175l. 
48. 10d. in zl. per cent, conſoli- 
dated annuities, created by the 
above act, in lieu of navy and 
victualling bills delivered up to 
be cancelled, for the ſame time 


1 


53,989 10 


11,250 0 


2,148 0 


22,335 10 


4-049 1 


3 


11,035 3 


41,102 18 
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204 PARLIAMENTARY 


On the capital ſtock of 764,8611, 

5s. 10d, 41. per cent. annuities by 

the ſaid act, in lieu of navy and 4 * 

victualling bills delivered up to 

be cancelled, 5th July 1797 1,912 3 © 
On the capital ſtock of 2,024, 228l. 

188. 9d. 51. per cent. annuities, 

in lieu of navy bills delivered up 


to be cancelled for the ſame time 5,076 9 92 


On the capital ſtock of 1,999,699]. 
45. 4d. 3]. per cent. annuities - 
the ſaid act, in lieu of exchequer 
bills delivered up to be cancelled, 
for the ſame time — — 

On the ſum of 104,4321. 55. 8d. 

r cent, annuities by act 37 
Geo. III. in lieu of exchequer 
bills delivered up to be cancelled, 
for the ſame time — „ 1 

On the ſum of 270, zozl. 4s. 8d. 
gl. per cent. annuities by th- ſaid 
act, in lieu of exchequer bills de- 
livered up to be cancelled, for 
the ſame time | 675 10 1 

On the ſum of 20, 200, 33 il. 5s. new 

I. per cent. annuities, granted 
bs act 37 Geo. III. the ſum of 
40,6681. 15s. being forfeited by 
certain contributors not com- 
pleting their payments — 50,523 6 62 

To complete the like ſum for the 

quarter ended ry April 1797, 
»945l. 18s. 12d. only having 
n then iſſued — — 44,577 8 54 


42999 4 11} 


To JohnPenn, eſq. of Stoke Pogis, Berks, on his 
annuity of 3, oool. for three months, due th July 


I 

To Richard Penn, eſq. of Queen-Anne Street Weſt, 
Middleſex, on his annuity of 1,000l. for three 
months, due ditto 

To his royal highneſs the Duke of Clarence, on his 
annuity of 12,000]. for three months, due ditto 

To his royal highneſs the Duke of York; on his an- 
nuity of 14,000. for three months, due ditto 

To her royal highneſs the Duche's of York, on her 
annuity of 4,00-1. for three months, due ditto 

To his royal highnefs the Prince of Wales, on his an- 
nuity of 65,00cl, for three months, due ditto 

To the right honourable Henry Addington, Speaker 
of the Houſe of Commons, to —— his allow- 
ance for the quarter ended 24th June 1797, at the 


rate of 6, oool. per annum — — 


— — 


[ Loxyz, 
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305 6 
To John Reeves, eſq. receiver of the ſeven public 7 
offices of police, in or near the metropolis, for the 4. *: [ *i 
more effectual adminiſtration of the office of a 1 
juſtice of the peace — — — 3,000 © O kt 
For the encouragement of the growth of hemp and [ gy 1: 
flax in England and Scotland, for one year, ended 1 
roth May 1797 _ _ _ 6,335 15 © Wy 
To make good the deficiency of this fund, in the 1 
quarter ended 5th April 1797 = —_ 70,611 8 13 N 
To pay off and cancel exchequer bills made out pur- '\ 
ſuant to an act 35 Geo. Ill, — — 26,573 9 6 1 


: : 5,127,214 9 7 
Total income of the conſolidated fund in the 
quarter ended 5th July 1797 — 4.978,676 8 62 


Deficiency of ditto — in ditto — 


148,538 1 9 


Exchequer, „ 
the 13th day of July 1797. JAMES FISHER, 


To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgefſes in Par- 
| liament aſſembled. 


An ACCOUNT of the Sum granted out of the Conſolidated 


4 Fund, for the Service of the Year 1796 ; and the Produce to 
ſatisfy the ſame. 


THE ſum granted out of the conſolidated fund for the ſervice of 
the year 1796, amounts to three million five hundred thouſand pounds; 
o but that fund has not hitherto produced ſufficient to ſatisfy any part of 


the ſame, Z 
: 
Exchequer, 
0 the 25th day April 1797. JAMES FISHER. 
. 
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DEBATES, 


211 


Produce of the ſeveral duties in the year ended 5th January 1797, 
applicable towards defraying the additional charge created anno 


1793. 


Britiſh ſpirits, anno 1791, continued anno 1793 
Foreign ſpirits ditto ditto 


23.9771 © 


4. 
2 


142,836 0 © 


166,813 0 o 


— 


Produce of the ſeveral duties in the year ended 5th January 1797, 


applicable towards defraying the additional charge ereated anno 


1794. 


Sugar, anno 1791, continued anno 1794 — 
Licences for _ game, anno 1791, continued ditto 


14. 7. 


239,653 18 


8,984 1 


ol. per cent. on afſeſſed taxes, anno 1791, continued ditto 97,449 6 


Bills and receipts, anno 1791, after reſerving 128, 600l. 
carried to the conſolidated fund, being the annual 
average produce of former duties there repealed 


09+ RN & 


av : 45,951 3 9 
Diſtillers licences, anno 1 794, after reſerving 36, oool. 
bp annum, to be carried to the conſolidated fund 
or ditto — — — _ oO © © 
Paper duty, anno 1794, (exciſe), after reſerving 
75,0001, per ann. ditto _ — 89,958 © o 
Ditto (cuſtoms) — 6,605 8 1 
Slates and ftones, anno 1794 — — 17,830 18 — 
Attornies' articles, ditto — — 20,037 2 9 
Bricks and tiles, ditto, (cuſtoms) — — #27 &:% 
Ditto (exciſe) — — — 61,549 © © 
Glaſs, anno 1794 — — — — 42,333 © © 
Britiſh ſpirits, ditto — — — 23,584 © © 
Foreign ditto — — — 149,939 ©. o 
807,077 1 2 
Additional charge created anno 1794 773,324 © 9 
Surplus in the year ended 5th January 1797 33,753 © 5 


{ 


Produce of the ſeveral duties in the year ended 5th January 1797, 
applicable towards defraying the additional charge created anno 


1795. 
Britiſh ſpirits, anno 1795 w II 
Foreign ditto — 
Cocoa and coffee ditto — . 
Tea ditto — 17 IT 


4 4. 
22,163 
152,065 
15,319 
200, 107 


0000 


4. 


O0 0 0 


— — 
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14 * . 5. d, 
Wines, ayno 1795 — — 432,689 o o To 
— Sweets ditto — — — 9.443 © 9 
Ship policies ditto — — — 97.109 4 1 
Receipts ditto — — — 7,94 6 1 An 
Stamps ditto — — — 43,465 13 7 1 
Hair powder certificates ditto — — 184,216 3 © . 
Fruit, ſilk, &c. ditto — — 104,028 19 x A 
Coals ditto — — — 20,094 13 2 0 
Taken out of the duty on poſtage of letters, being the N00 
computed annual increaſe of that revenue, by reaſon 
of the reſtriction in franking, purſuant to act 35 The 1 
Geo, III. 40,000 © © the 
— and pot 
1,233, 1 I By an 
Additional charge created anno 1795 W 4 : 11 * 
. 3 itto, 
Surplus in the year ended 5th January 1797 105,379 15 5 * 
1 Or « 
6 Eſtime 
| ditt. 
Produce of the ſeveral duties in the year ended 5th January 1797, 
applicable towards defraying the additional charge created anno 
17 96. The m 
4. 3 ele ve 
Tobacco, ſnuff, &c. anno 1796 — 164,015 © dred 
Horſe-dealer's licences ditto _ — 931 12 0 thing 
Wine ditto (cuſtoms) — — 101,522 15 10 Lo the 
Ditto (exciſe) — _ — 88.165 © 0 Engl 
Sweets ditto — — 2,325 0 0 Dudl 
Legacies ditto, after reſerving 10, 269l. 158. carried to gener 
the conſolidated fund, being the annual average More tc 
produce of former duties then repealed — — o 0 0 Henr 
Hats ditto, after reſerving. 9,479). 11s. carried to the To Wi 
conſolidated fund for ditto —— —— o © 0 jeſty's 
10l. per cent. on aſſeſſed taxes, anno 1796 — 47,333 15 To Tho 
Horſes ditto — — — 16,930 © 0 granti 
2s. duty on ditto, not otherwiſe chargeable 19,475 0 and t. 
Dogs, anno 1796 — _ _ 4-779 © 0 Vince 
Computed annual ſaving to the public, by reducing the To the x 
allowance for waſte on ſalt, &c. — 32,000 © o diſcha: 
Brought from the conſolidated duties of cuſtoms, being of the 
the computed annual iaving to the public on ac- 0 make 
count of the allowance for drawbacks oi the expor- fund a 
tation of ſugar, being diſcontinued in the year 1796 116,676 5 8 
604.644 9 2 
Exchequer, 9 
- the gth day of March 1797. JAMES FISHER, le 26th « 
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To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of His Ma- 
jeſty's Treaſury. 


An ACCOUNT of all SUMS of MONEY granted by Par- 
zament fince the 6th October 1796, and expended before 5th 


April 1797 ; with a Statement of the Services to which the 
ſame was applicd. 
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The money granted by parliament fince 6th October 1796, amounts to 1 
the ſum of twenty-one millions one hundred and ſeventy thouſand | 


| pounds, viz. 
Ty an act for granting an aid to his majeſty by a L. 4. 4 
J land-tax for the ſervice of the year 1797 — 2,000,000 © o 
Ditto, for granting the duties on malt for ditto 750,000 © © 
! Ditto, for raiſing 18, co, oool. by way of annuities, | 
n for ditto — — 138,000,000 © o 
Eſtimated ſurplus of grants for the year 1796 for 
ditto — — 420, ooo o o 


21,170,000 © o 


— 


The money expended before 5th April 1797 amounts to the ſum of 
eleven millions eight hundred and eighty-three thouſand nine hun- 
dred and tweuty-one pounds nine ſhillings and eleven-pence one far- 
thing, viz. 

To the Governor and Company of the Bank of 
England, upon account oi the right honourable 
Dudley Ryder and Thomas Steele, paymaſter- £- - -& 
general of his majeſty's forces 6,882,417 18 83 

More to them upon account of the right honourable 
Henry Dundas, treaſurer of his majeſty's navy 2,939,498 1 1 

To William Smith, eſquire, treaſurer of his ma- 

0 jelty's ordnance — 

8: o Thomas Cotton, eſquire, to be applied towards 

0 granting further relief to perſons connected with 

0 and trading to the iſlands of Grenada and St. 

0 Vincents 

To the paymaſters of exchequer bills, to cancel and 

0 diſcharge exchequer bills made out on the credit 

of the conſolidated fund, anno 1795 — 1,054,000 © o 

o make good the deficiency of the conſolidated 

tund at 5th January 1797 — 


220,000 © © 


237,500 0 © 


550,50 lo 14 


—- —— 


11,583,921 9 11 


— — — 


. — 


— — 
0 


2 


o 4 I * . * 
& ID * wa x - 
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„3 - __ 


3 


Exchequer, 


ie 26th day of April 1797. JAMES FISHER. 


Vor. III. 8 8 
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An ACCOUNT of the Diſtribution of the Sum d 
2,500,000l. granted to His Majeſty to defray any ex. 
traordinary Expences which may be incurred for the 
Service of the Year 1796, and to take ſuch Meaſures x 
the Exigency of Affairs may require, paid by the Right 
Honourable the Paymaſter General of His Majcity' 


Forces. 


Dates of 
Payments, 


* 


—— 


1795. 

Dec. . To bills of exchange drawn by Meſſrs. 
Freres Bethmann, for money furniſhed 
to lieutenant-colonel Craufurd — 

1796. 
Feb. 3. To ditto drawn by ditto for ditto ſervice 
1795. 

. To ditto drawn by lieu- 44 Ow 

tenant-colonel Craufurd 58,000 © © 


1796. | 
WER To ditto drawn by ditto 77,00 o © 
Nov. 9. To ditto 'drawn by ditto 54,000 o © 

To ditto drawn by ditto 51,000 0 © 

To ditto drawn by ditto 5, 00 o © 
Feb. 3. To ditto drawn by Claude 
Scott, eſq. agent for 

purchaſing foreign corn 34,429 9 3 

To ditto drawn by ditto 73,670 5 6 

To ditto drawn by ditto 114,139 0 © 

27. To ditto drawn by ditto 63,596 6 5 

Mar. 23. To ditto drawn by ditto 50, 533 19 10 
Feb. 3. To ditto drawn by ſun- 
dry perſons on Claude 

Scott, eſq. — 153,083 18 1 
Mar. 7. To ditto drawn by ſun- 

dry ditto on ditto 71,776 © 5 
July 30. To ditto drawn by ſun- 

dry ditto on ditto 78,7900 © 0 
To ditto drawn by ſun- 

dry ditto on ditto 105,149 9 3 


Feb, 3. To bills of exchange 
drawn by James Hay, 
public treaſurer of the 
land of St. Vincents, 


for public ſervices 35.228 16 6 


I50,000 0 0 


100, 00 0 


290,600 o 


356,360 1 


408,709 7 


Feb. 


26. 
Mar. 22. 


May 4. 


DEBATES. 


Dates of 
Payments. 
- 179 b, 


« WI Nov: 9. To ditto drawn by ditto, 
public treaſurer of Gre- 
It nada, for ditto ſervice 


Feb. 3. To ditto drawn by Wil- 
liam Alexander, pub- 
lic treaſurer of the 
iſland of St. Vincents, 
for ditto ſervice 


Vor. 9. To ditto drawn by ditto 
d, for ditto ſervice 


22. To ditto drawn by Jean 
Henri de Jerkf, Jean 

4 Baptiſte Schmidt, and 
Jean Nep de Cronberg, 
to be remitted for the 
ſervice of his imperial 
majeſty — 

To ditto drawn by John 
Schuback, to be remit- 
ted for the ſervice of 
ditto _ 

To ditto drawn by Mar- 
tin Dorner, to be re- 
mitted for the ſervice 
of ditto — 

To ditto drawn by Will. 
Muir to be remitted for 
the ſervice of ditto 

Toditto drawn by Meſſrs. 

4 Boyd, Benfield, and 
Company, to be remit- 
ted for the ſervice of 
ditto — 

To John Brick wood, eſq. 
towards purchaſing 
wheat in Canada, and 
expences in chartering 
ſhips to bring the ſame 
to this county 


26. To ditto for ditto ſervice 


Mar, 22, To ditto for ditto ſervice 
To ditto for ditto ſervice 


May 4. To ditto for ditto ſervice 


7 0 


5. 


d. 


577301 10 3 


— — 


21,228 13 


18,571 


10,000 
22,000 


I1,000 


20,000 


5 


II 
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92,530 6 9 
391799 19 4 


75,000 © o 
12,5600 © 0 
12, 500 0 © 


150,000 © o 


170,878 118 
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316 PARLIAMENTARY 


Dates of b 


Payments. 


1796. \ 

Jan. 26. To Meſſrs, Turnbull and 
Co. for wheat pur- 

chaſed by them by or- 
der of the commiſſioners 

of the treaſury — 
Mar. 18. To ditto for ditto ſervice 
Apr. 2. To ditto for ditto ſervice 
May 6. Toditto for ditto ſervice 
July 16. To ditto for ditto ſervice 
29. To ditto for ditto ſervice 


Feb. 16. To bills of exchange 
drawn by Sir Adam 
Williamſon, K. B. Go- 
vernor of Saint Do- 
mingo, for public ſer- 
vice — — 

Mar. 5. To ditto drawn by ditto 

| for ditto ſervice 

May 27. To ditto drawn by ditto 
for ditto ſervice = 


On account of pay, &c. 
of ſundry volunteer 
corps —_—— 

July 29. To the reigning Duke of 

; Brunſwick for fix 
months ſubſidy to 8th 
May 1796 * 

Nov. 21. To ditto for pay and 
loſſes of his troops 


Aug. 2. To the landgrave of Heſſe 
Darmſtadt ſor the 
equipment of his troops 
taken into the pay of 

Great Britain 


Pay-Office, Horſe Guards, 
7th March 1797. 


. fo 6 


7,241 8 9 
7,010 13 2 
13,585 18 4 
2,486 10 2 
10,000 © © 
5,000 © © 
452924 10 5 
68,543 18 8 
248,770 16 6 
68,607 18 6 
- 385,922 13 8 
— — 109,480 © o 
7,782 13 1 
5,011 16 4 
. p 12,794 9 {4 
_ — 15,000 © 0 


— — 


2,500,000 © o 


— —— 


RICHARD MOLESWORTH, 


[ Lorps, 


DEBATES. 


An ACCOUNT of the AMOUNT of the BILLS ac- 
cepted by the Treaſury during the Year 1796, with the 
Dates at which they were drawn payable, and the Dates 
at which they were paid ; made out in purſuance of an 
Order of the Right Honourable the Houſe of Lords, 
dated the 28th February 1797. 
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From whence and by 


whom drawn, and When preſented. 


Time and Sum. 


— — 


By the Commiſſion- 
ers at the Wind- 
ward and Leeward 
Iſlands - at 3o days 


after ſight. 


F fo < 
10,000 © © 
5,020 0 0 
29,882 12 © 
78,736 128 
47-503 16 8 
41.659 © © 
aa dh 3 $ 
31,9120 © 
131,122 10 10 
202,796 2 3 
18,996 2 3 
723,384 12 1 


From the iſland of 
St. Domingo—at 
30 days after ſight. 


#5 
70, 844 © 
349,020 16 
982,216 © 
112,517 16 
I11,470 
100,090 
35,000 
$0,000 
329,000 
100,000 


—— 


O0 0003030 — 


000000 OG O & 


2,211,068 14 


— 


February 
May 
June 


; July 


Auguſt 
Ditto 
September 
Ditto 
October 
November 
December 


January 
February 
April 
June 

ul 
[= FM 
Ditto 
November 
December 
Ditta 


„— .die 


When due. 


— — — — — 
« 


March 
June 


July 


Auguſt 
September 
Ditto 
October 
Ditto 
November 
December 


January 1797 


February 
March 
May 
July 
Auguſt 


October 


Ditto 
December 


January 1797 
Ditto ; 


CC 


When paid, 


March 
June 

July 
Auguſt 
September 
November 
October 
November 
Ditto 
December 


January 1797. 


February 
March 


October 
November 
December 


January 1797 


February. 


4213 


whom drawn, and 
Time and Sum, 


When preſented. 


ꝛ— — 


From Corſica and 
the Mediterranean 
Vat zo days after 
ſight. 


13 
N. 


— 
O 
- 
— 
— 
* 
wo 
mn Ow O%8e NN mJ wo) 


15,886 13 


2 
WP 
— 4 
6&5 
+ 
— 
2 
| + 


From the iſlands of 
Jerſey, Guernſey, ' 
and Alderney—at 
30 days after fight. 


. 


3,313 17 6 
6,8070 © 
4,363 16 © 
3940] 14 2 
47340 © 
3,371 18 © 
4-707 5 4 
. 
6,508 7 1 
67342 11 11 
$9773 8 9 


January 
February 
March 
April 

May 

June 

July 
Ditto 
Auguſt 
Ditto 
September 
October 
November 


December 


November 
December 
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From whence and by | 


When due. 


February 
March 
April 

May 

June 
July 
Auguſt 
Ditto 
September 
Ditto 
October 
Noyember 
December 


January 1797 


February 
March 
April 
May 

June 

July 
Auguſt 
September 
October 
November 


December 


January 1797 


Z 


[Loxps. 


| When paid, 


February 
March 
April 

May 

June 

July 
Auguſt 
November 
September 
November 
October 
November 
December 


January 1797. 


February 
March 
April 
May 

June 

July 
Auguſt _, 
September 
October 
November 
December 


January 1797. 


| 


— 1 


r hs 


"a 
DEBATES. 319 i 
From whenceand by | : = | . 
whom drawn, and | When preſented, | When due, | When paid. 1 
Time and Sum. y I 
From St. Vincents i F "bj 
and Grenada by {HR 
Meſſrs. Hay and Bayt 
Alexander—-Alex- Wok 
ander's bills drawn (þ þ 
at 3o days fight; [| 
Hay's bills drawn | 1000 
in generalat bo days | "WH 
fight, | Lalit 
ts 7% 6 | - Np 
2,040 11 © | January February February W's 
1,863 13 1 | February March March ee 
1,971 10 3 | Ditto April April a0 IM 
650 0 © | March Ditto Ditto Wt | 
1,000 © © | April May May l: "all; 
3,515 13 8 | May June June MO 
344555 3 © | Ditto July July 0 
1,461 8 ©6 | June Ditto Ditto (p08 
13,9901 7 © | Ditto Auguſt Auguſt | 
98118 1 | July Ditto Ditto | 
1,584 10 © | Ditto September September 
3.270 © © | Auguſt [October October 
6,105 6 10 September Ditto November rot 00 
g9c@e © © | October November Ditto e 
20 © © | November January 1797 January 1797. ot 
1 $a 
From the Continent 208 
by Commiſſary-ge- Wer 
neral Brook Wat- 1 
ſon's Deputies — Fg 
drawn in general at 1307 
bo days date. | wt 
88,328 © © | January February February 4M 
47,105 19 6 | February March March l : 
27,1979 6 1 | March April April $5 1 
28, oc © © | April and May May May. f 1 : 
187,031 5 7 #8 | 
* FI 
By Samuel Drewry, il q 
deputy-commiſſary tt j 
to the army under ö WIS | 
the command of 0 1 
General Doyle at 11 
30 days ſight. | 1 
| 75011 8 2 23 February February 
0,918 13 1 ebruary March _ March, 
16,939. 1 3 | 


320 


From whence and by 
whom drawn, and 
Time and Sum. 


By Col. Neſbitt, in- 
ſpector general of 
foreign corps—1n 
general at 3o days 
fight, 


wy 


WIA ODOOOOWww ooo G 


. 
13,243 
18, 600 
26, 200 
11,229 
18,066 

3, 600 
12,800 

7,000. 

7+500 

6,000 
26,806 
144754 
21,313 15 


© © O000000v000m A 


6 ws 


By Colonel and Ro- 
bert Craufurd, on 
account 
Prince of Conde's 
army, &c.— in ge- 
neral at 60 days 
ſight. 


3519390 ©. 9 


187,113 9 11 


of the 


3, 
8 


[S) 

I 

8 

8 
* 

O 

©) 


52,500 

6,500 
4.8,600 
21,000 
39,000 
22,000 
31,615 

3,095 
38,050 
25,220 
48,710 


—— — 


| 


O00 000000 
O0 O0O0OOOOO O00 0 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


When preſented. 


| 


— — 


January 
February 
March 
April 
May 

June 

July 
Auguſt 
Ditto 
September 
October 
November 
December 


January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 

ul 
2 
Ditto 
September 
October 
Nov. and Dec. 


When due. 


February 
March 
April 
May 

June 
July 
Auguſt 
September 
Ditto 
October 
November 
December 


January 1797 


March 
April 

May 

June 
July 
Auguſt 
September 
October 
Ditto 
November 
December 
Jan,& Feb, I 797 


| 


[ Loxys, 


When paid, 


February 
March 


Septeinber 
November 
October 

November 
December 


January 1797. 


March 
April 
May 

June 
July 
Auguſt 
September 
October 
November 
Ditto 
December 


Jan. & Feb. i 797 


From whence and by 
whom drawn, and 
Time and Sum. 


DEBATES, 


When preſented, 


i 


When due. 


— 


By Claude Scott, for 


wheat —at 2 and 3 
months after date. 


1 
173,193 17 1 
39,679 9 2: 


— — 


211,673 6 10 


One Claude Scott, 1 
wheat —at 2 and 3 
months after date. 


Lo Fo 
45,791 4 
35,632 7 
24,104 6 
17,855 5 
77357 11 


0 Oo en 


2,027 10 
6,518 10 
59297 17 
2,352 6 
250 0 
705 2 


to 


147,862 1 


„„ 


By Meſſrs. Boyd, 
Benfield, and Co, 
and W, Muir. 


A „% 
70,878 11 8 
100, 000 0 
253,000 © © 


1— 


423,878 11 8 


By the Imperial Bank, 
Ke. —at 30 days 
light, 
4. „ . 
43-073 4 4 
2,050 © © 
1,500 0 © 
53.376 15 8 
6 


I00,000 © © 


January 


Feb. and March 


Win 


November 


Jan. and Feb. 
March 


Jan. and Feb. 


November 
December 


September 
October 
November 


Jan. and Feb. 
March. 


K — 
- - — OY 8 — 1 15 "= A 
— — — — — —— 25 —. 1 7 T > 
—— — — 3 | - | gin _ 
- k * = . * 2 
IPA 7 * — — — — 
. - £9 3's __ * * 4 - . — 
= * 1 2 2 unn 2 rr * — FX 
ao 1x os —_ * Pn _— Pei > - E * 8 * + 
: X 1 a — — — - ; . = — — —— —— — — 2 — 2 
— eiom—ti—a ns : — — 
nod p_ - 
— — — 


2 
IE 
. 4 = rl 
— 
— * 


Jan. and Feb. 

March 

April 5 
May 

June 

July 

Auguſt b 
September f it 
October [ fi 
November KK 
December, ; 


— — — 


— OR 
— 


September 
October 
November. 


— 2 n 
n . 


er 
5 
gh 4 2 — 7 2 
— ——ʒ = 
— — — 


— — — — ”- _ — * * 
2 4 N 3 IG — — 
* * — — 22 > 
* ==> 1 > — — — we 
3 Bars & + w _ TS 5 4 +4 
. — 2 — - — o 4 . - + > 9 
——ů 
* «  _—__— yt 1 — 
1 — = — — — — — 2 
A — — * << —— — —— — — — - - — 
f — — pos — - 
x + F<. — — 2 1 * 4 
bbÿ—G. —— CES 
— — 5 


8 — — 
2 Av; 4 
WET I — ICS - 
6 * — — — —_ 
P © eB: 
. * — — — 5 * =. 2 
— = - — — 2 - — — 28 


— 


— IF =" 


i” 


1 3% © 74 


. 


— - 


Auguſt 
— 
November 
October. 


* 3: 2 34 — a To *. 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


322 [ Lorne, 
From whence and by | | 
whom drawn, and | When prefented. | When due. | When paid. : 
Time and Sum. | 8 
— * „ TI 
"Miſcellaneous, in- — 
cluding Governors 8 
allowances to Tou- 8 
loneſe, æc.— in ge- © 
neral at 3o days — 
fight, & 
. „ 4 wn 
16,606 15 4 | January February February "h 
16,748 4 2 | February March March S. 
14,439 8 4 March April April O's 
9,267 0 7 | April May May >" 
29,333 12 6 | May june June Sb 
18,641 8 7 | June July july 2 
21,909 4 4 July Auguſt Auguſt 8 
5,728 10 10 | Auguſt September September 2 
16,633 0 0 Ditto Ditto November 2 
16,550 18 1 | September October October py 
10,597 © © | Ditto Ditto November 2 
15,189 2 6 October November Ditto 
7,497 7 6 | November December December E 
20,231 17 1 | December January 1797 ]January 1797. ut 
=y Te 6 © 
219,373 9 10 | 2 
„ 85 OY: — 
Total amount of bills accepted by the Treaſury during by 
the year 1796 — — L. 5.350, 702 12 10 — 
"Viz. Drawn from the 1 
Windward and Leeward Iſlands — 723,384 12 — 
Saint Domingo — _ 2,211,008 14 1 — 
Corſica and the Mediterranean — — 435,366 16 1 8 
Jerſey, Guernſey, and Alderney =_ 60,179 2 11 - 
St, Vincents and Grenada, by Alexander and Hay TE 2 C 
The Continent, by commiſſary-general Watſon's deput. 187,631 5 7 * 0 
Drawn by Samuel Drewry, deputy commiſſary to the 1 
army under the command of General Doyle 16,939 13 E < 
Colonel Neſbitt, inſpector general of foreign corps 187,113 9 11 8 « 
Colonel and Robert Craufurd, on account of the 8 ; 
Prince of Conde's army, &c. — 351,890 © 0 
Claude Scott, for wheat — — 211,873 6 10 
On ditto ditto — — 147,862 1 ? 
By Meſſrs. Boyd, Benfield, and Co. and W. Muir 423,878 11 5 
The Imperial Bank, &c. 100,000 © 0 


Miſcellaneous, including Governors allowances paid 
to Touloneſe, &c, — 219,373 910 
L. 5.350, 0 12 K 


CHARLES LONG, 


Treaſury Chambers, 


An ACCOUNT of the A 
Iſt October 1704, and 


March 16th, 1797. 


. 3 — 174 


— — = Mb Fs” — 2 — — — 3 gd 2 
— . — ID 
= — — ” — 2 — FE © 620 — p _— "> _ — — a 


— — _— 


By 'JOONNVH 'H "TOM A  *MOTTSNTH i AdOHO *CNONYVH 'S'V 
Yn W E Po | 'I 4 Y pouuexy 

6 61 49158966111 — qo], jexauat) 

—u — — _ — — — 

o Oo 27812 — — — — — paul 

6 61 52871111 L Er gog*gfger 119 +$z*£6£*+ E 61 £9:*7gg't | — —  $jrzor, 

1 0 grzz*1Ll6 or $1 69g*+L1 z © 8910 | xn „ o0z456+ (2ayaur qual ay 03) q ho 

2 81 tool 1 or 25816 or 11 go £ 91 ggo'll} 12quuandag 

11 f Szþ*ofL z g1 016571 £ or ogb'gle & 3 ie — yn3ny 

E nx rog'S1g 9 11 0685911 3 1 Connb g Þ1 29,51 — An 

6 or þ$þ1*zf6 + 61 (So'gꝗt O1 1 GootgLE£ L 6 Llotggt — aun 
22 + 61 O { o glolo: v 2 wvog'ls£ 5 91 z19*9gz —_— ke 
— 01 £1 5685816 9 81 791 E er re x 3 Loi'tat — _ a 
5 8 £1 802121 1 11 908˙971 It 9 EbFotggz 8 $1 gSf*got — yore — 
= + 211 681866 E $1 zto%gLlz 5 11 gzz*£9f gn 3 otggot — Azenaqa — 
— S 91 sg“ rot £& ieee 9 71 $2z1%oþ + 11 100f%0%f£ — tne *96L1 
= 1 £1 6$5$*£56 2 8g GLIfErE -1 g oSLr1E „ fo ens que 

o 811189618 T 91 S69<%60fk 5 o tvoggezz£ 9 1 886/92 — i qui 

18 15665986 S g1 S297 9 11 L80812 8 81 £14*15+ — 200090 8641 

** 1 3 7 ws * *7 7 7 7 * 
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424 PARLIAMENTARY [Loxps, 
| Navy Office, 7th December 1796. 


An ACCOUNT of the Amount of MAVY BILLS paid off, 
or which ſhall become due, between the zoth November and 


the 31ſt December 1796: 


Prepared purſuant to a Precept of the honourable Houſe of Commons, 
mY dated the 5th December 796. 


1 
* 
— 
* 


Regiſtered on the Courſe of the 


Navy. Victualling. Tranſports. Total. 


1 4 Ho a. Le 4. d. * 4. 4, £ 5. FA 
150, 868 8 2 | 91,731 18 9 | $3,852 12 2 | 326,452 19 1 


3 


The whole amounting to the ſum of three hundred and twenty- fix 
thouſand four hundred and fifty-two pounds nineteen ſhillings 


and one penny. 


— 


Iemoraudum The above account conſiſts of the unſubſcribed bills regil- 
tered in October 1795, and bills regiſtered from the 1ſt to the 6th 
December 1796 incluſive. The farther ſum of 820,000, will (ac. 


due on or before the 31 December 1796. 


Examined | 
R. P. 
GEO, ROGERS. GEO. MARSH. 


A. S. HAMOND, C. HOPE. J. HENSLOW, W. RULE. 


cording to the beſt judgement that can be formed at preſent) become 


W. BELIINCGHA M. S. GAMBIER. 


» ON the Heads hereafter 


jeſty's NAVY 


Tmmentimncd as + .c209 _.x- 


An ESTIMATE of the DEBT of His Ma 


Navy Office, 
34 March has. F 


— 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


[Loxps, 


Navy Office, 7th December 1796. 


An ACCOUNT of the Average Rates of DISCOUNT allowed 
on Navy, Victualling, and Tranſport Bills, between the 1| 
October 1795 and the 27th October 1796: 


Prepared purſuant to a Precept from the honourable Houſe of Commons, 
dated the 6th December 1796, viz. 


OCTOBER 1795. 


On the 2d — 
3 to 6 
28 
1 
13 — 16 
16 — 20 
20— 23 
23—27 
27 — 30 


NOVEMBER. 


| 3to 6 
6— 10 
10 — 13 
13—17 
17 — 20 
20 — 24 
24 — 28 


— —— 
— —_—_ 


DECEMBER. 


On the it — 


110 4 


4— 8 
8 — 11 
11— 15 
15 — 18 
18 — 22 


22 — 24 
24 — 29 


WUHUNnNNnNNNNN 0» 
0 0 UNA 


eee Gees 8 


G -N [4 


JANUARY 1796. 


On the iſt — |] 3 
2 to 5 35 
6— 8 4 
9 — 12 | 4x 
1 
16—19 44 
20 — 22 43 
23 — 26 | 43 
$7291 45 

FEBRUARY. 

On the 2d — 53 
3 
on 
10 —'12 42 
b9-—— 6-1 5- 
1 
20 — 23 5 
24— 26 | 5 
MARCH. 

On the iſt — | 55 
2t0 4 4 
8 $7 ih 
9— 1 | 44 
12— 15 | 44 
16— 18 5 
19 — 22 | 57 
23 — 2453 
25 — 29 


— 


APRIL 1796. 


On the iſt — 
2 to 5 
6— 8 
9 — 12 
13 —1 
3 
20 — 22 
23 — 26 
27 — 29 


—— — 
— 


MAY, 


On the 3d — 
4 to 6 

7 — 10 
11 — 13 
14 — 17 
18 — 20 
21—24 
25— 27 
28 — 31 


— — 


JUNE. 


On the 3d — 
4 to 7 

8 — 10 
11 — 14 
3 


18 — 21 


22 — 24 
25 — 28 


* De ww un wa ih 
© = wr 144 2 = On 3 ©0j4 00415 0, we GA 


Ex: 


AC 


' DEBATES. 329 7.0 
JULY 1796. 1 SEPTEMBER 1796, 14 
On the iſt — | 73 On the 2d, — | « 3 | | | 
270 $ 73 3 tO 6 15 | $M 
Com B72 7— 9 | 14 1 | 
9g — 12 8 10 — 13 ] 144 0 
3 94 14— 16 | Ig N | 
IO — 19 95 17 20 15 . 
20 — 22 9 21— 23 | 14+ Wy 
23— 26 | 93 24 —27 | 14 'y 
27-29 | 98 28—30 | 13F Ll 
AUGUST, OCTOBER. 
[1 3 { 
On the 2d — | 93 On the 4th — [| 14 
5 3 S. 5 to 7 | 13% 
9 6 9 95 8— 11 1 22 
5 10-—12 9 12 — 14 | 12F 
's 143 — 16 95 15 — 18 | 114 
5 17 — 19 | 9 19 — 21 | 8 
1 20 — 23 95 22 — 25 5 
53 24 — 26 110 26 — 28 ö 34 
27 — 30 | 144 | 
Examined 
5 RK 
4; A. S. HAMOND. C. HOPE. J. HENSLOW. 
+3 | WM. RULE. GEO. MARSH. GEO, ROGERS, 
43 W. BELLINGHAM, S. GAMBIER. | 
43 
: 
55 RB 1 = SIRE _. 
Wi 
ACCOUNT of the Amount of OUTSTANDING ORD- 
NANCE DEBENTURES. 
he ed Bris, ti a 
1 or Land Service, to November 1, 1796 — 137,964 17 © 
by For Sea Service, to September zo, by. — Ko ae _ 9 
55 — 
64 Total — L. 255,593 12 9 
7 | — — 
15 W Office of Ordnance, A. Ross. 
7 28th Nov. 1796. J. SARGENT. 
g THOMAS BAILLIE, 
Yar. III. Un 
* 


— 


* 


330 PARLIAMENTARY XR [Loxos. 


An ACCOUNT of the Expence of Services performed by the 
Office of Ordnance, purſuant to His Majeſty's Orders, and not 
provided for by Parliament ; together with an Account of the 
Eſtimate of the Charge of the Office of Ordnance for the Year 


1797 


. 3 
Ordinary — —ͤ— — $378,221 15 10 


Extraordinaries — — — 630,802 13 4 


— 


; 1,009,024 9 2 
Land Service 114,553 19 9 

Unprovided {1795 8 Service 74,830 © 3 

1796 Land Service 425,306 10 6 
— — 614,750 10 6 


C. 1,623,774 19 8 


——_*@._n— 


Office of Ordnance, A. ROSS, 
3d March 1797. J. SARGENT. 
| THOMAS BAILLIE. 


An ACCOUNT of all BILLS drawn on the Treaſury from the 
Iſland of St. DOMINGO, from the Commencement of the 
War to the lateſt Period ſuch an Account can be made out. 


AMOUNT of Bills drawn from or on account of) 
the iſland of St. Domingo, preſented at the | 1 
Treaſury in the years — H— 1794, 
| 1795, > #+383,596 8 2 
1796, 
and | — — 


1797 
to iſt May 


Treaſury Chambers, : 
4th May 1797, CHARLES LONG, 


fre 


Pre 


DEBATES. 331 
A RETURN of the DEATHS and CASUALTIES which have 


taken place in the Britiſh Forces, and in the Forces in Britiſh 
Pay, ſerving in the Iſland of St. Domingo, from the Com- 
mencement of the War to the 3oth September 1796 ; as far 
as the ſame can be made up. 


BRITISH FORCES, 


Dead — — — 7 5 30 
Diſcharged — ER — 333 
Deſerted — — — 123 


FORCES IN BRITISH PAY. 
Dead, diſcharged, and deſerted 


1,067 


N. B. Few of the returns of the forcign corps diſtinguiſh the deaths 
from the other caſualties. 


War Office, 
th May 1797. 


W. WINDH AM. 


An ACCOUNT of GOLD and SILVER MONIES, coined at b 
His Majeſty's Mint in the Years 1793, 1794, 1795, and 5 
6 1796 ; diſtinguiſhing the Amount coined in each Year : M 
Prepared purſuant to Order of the honourable Houſe of Commons, dated 9 | 
28th November 1796. # 
12 — i | 
he Amount coined in each Year. on 
| 1 
Year, In Gold Monies. In Silver Montes. 5 0 
d. 1 5 : ; ; 1 
4. 4. d. 4. To 4. ' f | 
: 1793 —= =— | 2,747,439 © © 9 
Ry 1194 OP... Om 2,55 594 12 6 | 1 
795 * — 493,410 © © 295 0 ih tt, 
1796, to zoth November] 391,789 2 6 "Ul 
— — 8 1 1 
Total — 6,191,529 15 © 205 5 © 3 ; 
Mint Office, ö ; | 
zoth November 1796. JAMES MORRISON, f 10 
Deputy Maſter and Wr. if 
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ACCOUNT of Outſtanding Advances made by the Pank of Eng- 
land for the Public Service to the oth of March I797; with 
the Amount of Intereſt due on the ſame. 


[Lorps. 


Advances on land and malt 1794. 


1795 
1796 
1797 


Intereſt due thereon to gth 
March — — 1797 
Advances on exchequer ſupply 
bills, viz. 
Conſolidated fund — 1796 — 3 
Vote of credit - — 1796 _ 
Intereſt due thereon to gth 
March 1797, viz. 

On conſolidated fund 1796 
On vote of credit 1796 
Intereſt due on ſupply bills, the 

prircipal of which is diſ- 


charged, viz. 


On Supply bills 1795, from}. 
66,300 


337000 
467, 00 
2,307,000 
1,750,000 


5,921,000 


108,229 


— ' 1,323,900 
— — 821,400 
35,560 
25,030 


the 15th Auguſt 1795 to the 
1 5th October 1796 
On vote of credit 1795 from 
the 26th Auguſt 1795 to . 93,140 
5th ——— 1796 
On conſolidated fund 1795, 
from the 1 5th Sept. 1795 g 65,350 
17th January 1797 
Advances on treaſury bills to gth 


March 1797 — — — — — = 31,643,210 


- 


Intereſt on treaſury bills un- 
diſcharged to the gth of þ 182,040 


March 17997 — 


Intereſt to the 18th Nov. 1796, on 

Advances to the Lords of the 
Treaſury, the principal of 
which is diſcharged 

Advanced to the Lords of as | 


4,800 


2 $9,009 


— — — 


9,958,010 


Treaſury on exchequer bills 
to 9th March 1797 


Intereſt on ditto to gth March 1797 230 
Loan to Government on 5 


claimed dividends, without 


0 376,730 
intereſt mn ds 22 


10, 335,340 
580,070 


580, 670 Total of intereſt 


— — 


C. 10,916,019 


A. NEWLAND, Chief Caſhier, 


1 


1 
Cha 
TFT 
to th 
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peror 
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Pank of England, 20th December 179%, 


IN obedience to an order of the honourable Houſe of Commons of the 
1 git Leceinber 1756, g 

Requiring, 

„hat there be laid before them, a copy of the Accounts raiſed 
in the books of the bank of England, in the names of 
„ "Truſtees appointed to inveſt certain ſums in the Imperial 
„ "three per Cent. Annuities, for the annual redemption of 
« the capital of the ſaid fund,“ 

There does not appear to be any account raiſed in the books of the Pank 
of England for that purpoſe, unleis the ſum of 11,799). 128. 64, three 
per cent, Imperial Annuines, purchated the 18th of February 1796, and 
no ſtanding in the joint names of 

Walter Boyd, of New Broad Street, Eſq. 
John Fordyce, of Cleveland Row, Eſq. and 
George Ward, of the Fay Office, Eſq. 
be a part of the ſaid fund. 
W. EDWARDS, Accountant General. 


No. 1.—Copy of a RESOLUTION of the Court of 
Directors of the Bank of England, dated 3d Decem- 


ber 1795. 


Reſolved, 


THAT the following Reſolution of the Court be communicated to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer : 

That the Court of Directors, after a very ſolemn deliberation, adequate 
to the importance of the ſubject, are unanimouſly of opinion, that ſhould 
ſuch a loan (viz. a loan of 3,000,000). to the Emperor, ) take place, they 
are but too well grounded 1n declaring (from the actual effects of the Em- 
peror's laſt loan, and the continued drains of ſpecie and bullion they fill 
experience) that they have the molt cogent reaſons to apprehend very mo- 
mentous and alarming conſequences, 

They are therefore led to hope (after expreſſing their acknowledgements 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for having hinted that the welfare 
and ſafety of the Bank ſhould in this matter ſuperſede every other con- 
deration) that he will be pleaſed to lay aſide the adoption of ſuch a meaſure, 
which they beg leave to repeat, would be in their opinion moit fatal in 
ts conſequences. 


No. 2.,—-Copy of an OPINION of the Committee of 
Treaſury, 14th January 1796. 


It is the opinion of the Committee of Treaſury, that the Governor and 
Deputy Governor ſhould repreſent to the Chancellor of the isxchequer, 
That they cannot look upon the ſcheme of aſſiſting the Emperor to raiſe 
# loan in Germany, by the guarantee of the Pariiaineat of Great Britain, 


in any light which will not, one way or other, be detrimental to this coun- 
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try, even if a law were paſſed by Parliament to prevent Britiſh ſubjeqy 
from taking any ſtare therein. 

that ſuch a call for money in Germaay will occaſion demands of it 
from hence. Germans, Italians, and other foreign capitaliſts, who have 
property here, will be induced to draw it away. 

People in Holland, who by the late acts have money locked up here, 
may go to Germany, and draw for it from thence, 

That funds, which would otherwiſe be employed in ſpeculations of trade 
with England, may, by ſuch an opportunity of inveſtment at home, be di- 
verted from the one to the other purpoſe. 

That the exchange between this Country and Hamburg may be much 
aff cited by it. x. 

That, in ſpite of legal prohibitions, it is to be apprehended that ſome 
people here would take ſhares in ſuch a negotiation, under the names of 
their foreign corteſpondents. 

From theſe and other cauſes, they are fully of opinion, that the Go. 
vernor and Deputy Governor can give no advice to Mr. Pitt ic faveur of 
ſach a meaſure ; which is indeed of a wide political extent, and beyond 
the line of their duty to judge of. 


[Lonng, 


No. 3. —Copy of a RESOLUTION dated 11th of Fe- 
bruary 1796. 
Reftved, 

That it is the opinion of this Court, founded upon its experience of the 
cfects of the late Imperial loan, Ihat if any farther loan or advance of 
1m ney to the Emperor, or to any other foreign ſtate, ſhould, in the preſent 
_ of affairs take place, it will ia all probability prove fatal to the Bank 
of Fogland. . 

The Court of Directors do therefore moſt earneſtly deprecate the adop- 
tion of any ſuch meafure ; and they ſolemnly proteit againſt any reſponſi- 
bility for the calamitovs conſequences that may tollow thereupon, 

Refetued, | 

That the Governor and Deputy Governor do communicate theſe reſo. 

lutions to the Chancellor of His Majeſty's Exchequer. 


ANSWERS of the Chancellor of the Exchequer to the Two 
Refolutions of the Court of Directors of the Bank, of the 
3d December 1795, and 11th February 1796, on the 
Subject of an Imperial Loan. 


ANSWER TO THE FIRST. 


THE Chancellor of the Exchequer having peruſed the reſolution with 
reat attention, repeatedly ſaid, That certainly, as matters were there 
— he ſnould not think at preſent of bringing forward ſuch a meaſure; 
adding, that though he ſhould, in opening the budget, make it known 
that he made reſerve with the preſent contractors for the loan, to permit 
the Emperor's raiſing three millions, ſhould circumſtances require it, he 
ſhould Jay aſide all thoughts of it, unleſs the ſituation of things, relative 
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to the Bank, ſhould ſo alter as to render ſuch a loan of no importance or 
inconvenience to them in perſpective. 

The Governor promiſed him, that ſhould ſuch a change take place, 
and he ſhould wiſh for the adoption of ſuch a meaſure, he certainly would 
communicate it to him with pleaſure. 

Mr. Pitt wiſhed very much to have the paper left with him for the pur. 
poſe of communicating its contents to the Cabinet, if he found it nece ary; 
promiſing, that no one ſhould have a fight of it elſewhere, and that if the 
Governor would call upon him in two or three days, he would return it 
to him. 


ANSWER TO THE SECOND, 


Mr. Pitt replied, That after the repeated intimations which he had given 
: to the Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank, that no father loan 
f to the Emperor would be refolved on without previous communication 
1 with the Bank, and the conſideration of the ſtate of their circumſtances, he 
did not ſee any reaſon for theſe reſolutions; that he did ſuppoſe they 
were adopted in a moment of alarm, and that he ſhould conſider them in 
5 that light. 
he * 1 8 
of 
nt 
ak 


To the honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, 
p- in Parliament aſſembled. 


An ACCOUNT of the Money received on the LOANS 
1796 to the iſt October 1796. 


THE money received on the Loan, anno 1706, for 18, ooo, oool. 
iſt October 1795, amounts to the ſum of — million two — — 
fifty thouſand pounds. 

Received on account of the Loan, anno 1796, for 7, oo, oool. to the 1ſt 
ORober 1796, fix million ſeven hundred ſixty- ſeven thouſand fix hundred 
thirty-two pounds ſeven ſhillings and three-pence ; as follows: 


; 4. 4. d. 
By caſh — —— — — ,000 © @ 
By principal and intereſt On exchequer bills, for ng: „ 
raiſing a certain ſum of money for the ſervice of 
the year 1795 NE — — 1,392,632 7 3 


with 
there 


L. 6,767,632 7 3 
ſure; Exc | 


— — 


22 

n i Re 28th day of October 1796. JAMES FISHER, 
>r mit 

* he 

ative 
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To the honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, in 
Parliament aſſembled. 


An ACCOUNT of what Sums had been raiſed on the 
VOTE of CREDIT 1796, on the iſt October 1796. 


THE ſums raĩſed on the Vote of Credit i 796, to the 1ſt October 1796, 
amount to two millions five hundred thouſand pounds, 


Exchequer, 
the 28th day of October 1796. TAMES FISHER, 


To the honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeffes, in 
Parliament aflembled. 


An ACCOUNT of the Money received on the LOT. 
TERY 1796, on the iſt October 1795. 


THE money received on the Lottery 1796, to the 1ſt October 1796, 
amounts to the ſum of bye hundred and fifty thouſand pounds. 


Exchequer, 


the 28th day of October 1796. JAMES FISHER. 


To the honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, in 
Parliament afſembled. 


An ACCOUNT of the Money iſſued on the LAND and 
MALT TAX 1796, on the iſt October 1796. 


THE money iſſued on the Land Tax 1796, to the iſt October 1 796, 


amounts to the ſum of two millions. 
The money iflued on the Malt Tax 1796, to the 1ſt October 1796, 
amounts to the ſum of ſeven hundred and fry thouſand pounds, 


Exchequer, 
the 28th day of October 1796. JAMES FISHER, 


r 
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AMOUNT of the Sums paid during the Year ending 5th Ja- 
nuary 1797, from the Revenue of Cuſtoms, on Account of 


BOUNTIES tor CORN imported, or BOUNTIES tor raiſing 


SEAMEN. 
3 & 6 
Bountics on corn imported $99, 
Bounties for rayiny ſcamen 23,048 16 1 
THOMAS IRVING, 
InſpeRor-general's Office, Inſpector- general of the Imports and 
Cuſtom-hcuſe, London, Exports of Great Britain, 


March 3d, 1797. 


— — 


An ACCOUNT of Extraordinary Expences of the Army, 
incurred and paid by the Right Honourable the Pay- 
maſter General of His Majeſty's Forces, from the 2 5th 


of December 1795 to the 6th of December 1796, both 


incluſive, and not provided for by Parliament : 


Required by an Order of the honourable Houſe of Commons of 2d De- 
cember 1796. 


Dates of 


Payments. 


1796 £o * > 5 


Jan. 23d. To Thomas Everett, eſq. 

for victualling the gar- 

riſon of Gibraltar, from 

17th November 1794 

to 1ſt February 1795 3.075 9 10 
To ditto, for proviſions 

ſupplied to ditto gar- 

riſon 
To ditto, for peaſe, uten- 

ſils, and ſtores ſupplied 

to ditto garriſon „„ 
To ditto, for cuſtom 

houſe duties, inſurance, 

&c. on his late contract 

for victualling Gibraltar 8,379 12 11 
To Alexander Daviſon, 

eſq. for proviſions pur- 

chaſed and delivered by 

him for the uſe of the 
forces in Upper Canada, 

between the 6th De- 

cember 1794 and 25th 


February 17996 — 1,125 7 2 


7·323 17 4 


——1 


Dec 


1 
Feb. 


0 


DEBATES. 


Dates of 
Payments. 


— —— —— — 


Jan. 20th. To Elizabeth Pickſtone, 
for proviſions laid up 
in ſtore in the iſland of 
Jerſey 


Mar. 2 1ſt. To ditto, for ditto fer- 


vice in ſerſey and Guernſey 965 16 6 


To ditto, for ditto ſer- 
vice in Guernſey and 


Alderney 


1795. 
Dec. 3ſt. To bills of exchange, 


drawn by B. Watſon, 
eſq. ſuperintendant, &c, 
of the army ſerving on 
the Continent, for pub- 
lic ſervices 


1796. 

Jan, sth. To ditto, drawn by H. 
Motz, eſq. deputy ſu- 
perintendant, &c, of 
ditto army, for ditto 
ſervice 

Feb. 5th. To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 

Mar. 4th. To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice — 


„ i a Le 


662 19 8 


999 16 2 


— — 


23,406 11 2 


16,066 0 0 


277,059 12 8 
201,893 8 3 
164,607 16 11 


85,288 © 0 
85,394 9 8 
122 3 


1795. ; 

Dec. 31ſt, To bills of exchange, 
drawn by Val. Jones, 
elq. commitiary gene- 
ral in the Leeward 
Iflands, for public ſer- 
vices 


1796. 
deb. zd. To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 
27th. To ditto, drawu by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 
Toditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 
To ditto, d:awn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 


X x 


9 
— — 814,366 10 3 


30, ũ0 © © 


1 
3 


2,236 
6, 509 
10,297 15 0 
4,092 12 0 


80,385 9 4 
2 
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Pates of 
Payments. 
4. d. „ '& 5 
Dec. 5th. To bills of exchange, £ £ 5 F 
drawn by Val. Jones, 
eſq. commitlary general 
in the Leeward Iflands, 
for public ſervices 12, 500 © o 
—— 145,521 5 6 
1795. : 
Dec. ziſt. To ditto, drawn by John E 
Erſkine, commiſſary ge- 
neral to the forces in 
the Mediterranean, for 
| ditto ſervice — 20, 136 15 8 
Feb. 3d. To ditto, drawn by ditto, | 
for ditto ſerv ice 15,900 © © 
27th, To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 16,289 18 7 
Mar. gth. To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditio ſervice _ 820 © © 
23d. To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 26,755 14 11 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 35,120 © 9 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 35,005 5 8 
Dec. 5th. To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 29,021 10 6 


| 
178,149 6 1 Feb 


Feb. 3d. To ditto, drawn by L. 
Mackintoſh, deputy 
commiſſary general at 
St. Domingo, for ditto 


ſervice 20,000 © © 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto ſervice 6,600 © © 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto ſervice 5,917 16 © 


— 32,817 16 0 
To ditto, drawn by A. OY 
Daviſon eſq. commil- 
ſary general of the 
forces under the com- 
mand of the Earl of 
Moira, for ditto ſervice — — — 3,386 5 7 
To ditto, drawn by Sa- 
mual Drewry, commilſ- 
ſary general to the 
forces under the com- 
mond f general Doyle, 
for ditto ſervice 14,276 19 4 
27th. To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto fer ce 11,296 2 4 
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Dates of 


Payments. 

April 8th, To bills of exchange, 
drawn by S. Drewry, 
commiſſary general of 
the forces under the 
command of general 


Doyle, for public ſervices 16,930 1 3 


42,503 211 
Feb. 16th. To ditto, drawn by John 

Small, licutenant-go- 

vernor of Guernſey, 


for ditto ſervice 2,213 16 © 

To ditio, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 4,092 9 3 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, p 
for ditto ſervice _ 200 © © 


- 6,506 
To ditto, drawn by cap- ; 9 
tain d' Auvergne, Prince 
of Bouillion, com- 
mander in chief at Jer- 
ſey, for ditto ſervice 6,925 0 0 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice „ 0 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 6,195 o 


O 


1796. 

I Feb. 16th. To bills of exchange, 
drawn by P. Le Me- 
ſurier, Jicutenant-go- 
vernor of Alderney, tor 
public ſervice 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice — 142 0 6 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice — 16 2 


— 20,595 © 0 


$32 10 8 
0 To ditto, drawn by H. 
Hamilton, governor of 
3 for ditto 
ervice — 17,61 1 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, = 
for ditto ſervice 19,040 2 7 
3 To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 22,440 10 7 


— 


To ditto, drawn by Sir C. 
Grey, K. B. for ditto ſervice — — 53 0 0 
To ditto, draun by ]. : 
Stanley, preſident of 
the council at Autigua, 
for ditto ſervice 


«I 
—— 


3.923 15 3 
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Payments, 


To bills of exchange, 
drawn by J. Stanley, 
prefident of the council 
at St, Kitt's, for public 
ſervice 


462 


To ditto, drawn by C. 

Leigh, governor of St. 

Kitt's, for ditto ſervice 202 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto ſervice 1,094 


— 6,385 19 


To ditto, drawn by A. 

Gordon, commandant 

at Jerſey, for ditto ſervice 2, 868 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto ſervice 2,708 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto ſervice 2,438 


1,296 16 1 


To ditto, drawn by the 
Earl of Balcarras, go- 
vernor of Jamaica for 
ditto ſervicſe—— 3,985 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice — oo 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice — 257 


85014 0 @ 


To ditto, drawn by Alex. 

Brymer, deputy 6 

maſter at Halifax, for 

ditto ſervice — 2,352 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto ſervice 2,91 5 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 


for ditto ſervice 2,083 13 


3 4742 16 


— 


IO 


To ditto, drawn by his 

royal highneſs Prince 

Edward, commandant 

at Halifax, for ditto 

ſervice — — 1,900 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto ſervice 3,000 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 


for ditto ſervice 1,456 11 


75351 13 01 


6,356 11 7 
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Dates of 
Payments, 


3 4. 


To bills of exchange, 
drawn by Joſ. Robley, 
preſident of the council 
at Tobago, for public 


— 
—— 


— 2 — = 
—— — — — 
— 


* —— E — * 
+> - - "4 — 
— * * 
— ——_— — — 5 2 
* 9 A — ct - 


— 


ſervice — — . 3 54 19 3 1 
To ditto, drawn by Sir Wed! 
Wall d i 
Ja. Wallace, command- | 
ant at Newfoundland, : 9 
tor ditto ſervice — — | 


| 

— 
\O 
09 

O 

O0 
——_ 


To ditto, drawn by Wm. 
Lindſay, governor of 
Tobago, for ditto ſervice 45 12 6 
, Toditto, drawn by ditto, 
tor ditto ſervice — Ws $0 


2 
* ye a — 
— & * 


p 21 
— a 


— 8 — 
a — — De — 

* 

© 


To ditto, drawn by In. 
Robinſon, depury pay- 
maſter at New Brunſ- 
wick, for ditto ſervice 2,236 8 6 
Jo ditto, drawn by ditto, 
. tor ditto ſervice SITE 19 1 


To ditto, drawn by Stir 7, 

Wentworth, bart. licu- 

tenant-governor ot No- 

va Scotia, for ditto 

ſervice 1,884 12 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto ſervice _ 390 0 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto ſervice — 4,309 © 


mw - 06,156 
To ditto, drawn by P. 
Mathews, preſident of 
the council, at Cape 
Breton, for ditto ſervice 136 8 10 
Jo ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice _ Ta. 
— 71 1 
* To ditto, drawn by Ed- 18 
mund Fanning, governor 
of St. John's, for ditto 
ſervice 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
' for ditto ſervice 100 © © 


326 4 
To ditto, drawn by Wm. 
Eppes, commiſſary at 
ewfoundland, for ditto 
1 ſervice — — 1,142 18 © 
Toditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice — 3+ 2 


- 1,209 9 


- ET 1 = 
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Dates of 


Pay ments. 


5 5 3 
To bills of exchange, 4 £ ; 


drawn by the earl of 
Dunmore, governor of 
the Bahama lilands, for 


public ſervice — 9,360 6 3 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto ſervice $2707 47 2 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto ſervice 8,117 14 4 
Toditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto ſervice "£26 © 23 


— — 20,803 18 g 
To ditto, drawn by Sir | 
Adam Williamſon, K. B. 
governor of St. Nomin- 
go, for ditto ſervice — — 795, 08 1 11 
Mar. 2 zd. To bills drawn by John 
Wiggleſworth, eſquire, 
commillary general in 
the iſland of St. Do- 
mingo, for ditto ſervices 94,590 © »© 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 


for ditto ſervice 118,750 © © 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto ſervice 80,000 © © 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto (ſervice II0,G00 o © 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto ſervice 100,000 © © 


— 503,250 © @ 
To ditto, drawn by Sir 
Gilbert Elliot, bart. 
viceroy of Corſica, for 
ditto 3 — 40,718 0 © 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 17,046 7 9 


—_— 57.764 7 9 


To ditto, drawn by James 

Craufurd, governor of 

Bermuda Iſlands, for 

ditto ſervice — 6,093 7 5 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto ſervice — 2,327 15 11 _ 


| * 8,421 3 
To ditto, drawn by R. S. 
Milncs, governor of 
Tobago, for ditto ſervice 102 @ © 
To ditto drawn by ditto, 
overnor of Martinique, 
or ditto ſervice w» 500 © © 


3 


4 


DEBATES. 345 


Dates of 
Payments. 


To bills drawn by James 
Seton, licut.-governor 
of St. Vincent's, for 
public ſervice 

To ditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 3,712 10 6 


— — 8,033 12 4 


1 20 


To ditto, drawn by H. F. 
Mackenzie, prefident of 
the council of Grenada, 
for ditto ſervice gr. © @ 

Toditto, drawn by ditto, 
for ditto ſervice 101 © 0 


Jo ditto, drawn by John 

Glasfurd, deputy com- 

miſſary to the forces in 

the Leeward Iſlands, for 

ditto ſervice — 31,550 © 0 
To ditto, drawn by ditto, 

for ditto ſervice 35,010 © © 
— 66, 560 0 0 
To ditto, drawn by George Don, colonel 

in the army, for ditto ſervice — 4,480 © 0 
To ditto, drawn by Haviland Le Meſurier, 

deputy commiſſary general on the Con- 

tinent, for ditto ſervice 
To ditto, drawn by G. Poyntz Ricketts, 


35,000 © © 


governor of Barbadoes, for ditto ſervice 201. F Y 
To ditto, drawn by C. Kainsford, heuten- 
ant-governor of Gibraltar, for ditto ſervice 90 10 


To bills of exchange, drawn by the honour- 
able Tho. Carleton, lieutenant governor 


of New Brunſwick, for public ſervices 625 17 1 
To ditto, drawn by S. Mitchell, preſident 
of the council of Grenada; for ditto ſervice 63 14 I 


To ditto, drawn by Sir Hew Dalrymple, 
lieutenant governor of Guernſey, for ditto 
ſervice 

To ditto, drawn by Martin Petrie, commiſ- 
ſary of accounts to the army in the Me- 
diterrancan, for ditto ſervice — 700 © © 

To ditto, drawn by Edward Maxwelh 
agent for the purchaſe of proviſions at 
Gibraltar, for ditto ſervice - — 250 0 0 

To ditto, drawn by Sir G. K. Elphinſton, 

K B. vice admiral of the navy for ditto 


ſervice — — — 974 12 o 


To ditto, drawn by A. Urquhart, aſſiſtant 
gommiſſary of the forces in the Mediter- 
ranean, for ditto ſervice 


Vol. III. A. v 
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346 . PARLIAMENTARY [Loxps, 


Dates of 
Payments, 
— — £o 4. d. 
To bills of exchange, drawn by Francis 
Drake, miniſter plenipotentiary to the 
Republic of Genoa, for public ſervice 9,158 O11 
To ditto, drawn by James Ogilvie, general 
commanding the forces in Nova Scotia, 


for ditto ſervice —— — 2,323 8 6 
To ditto, drawn by Will. Wilſon, captain 
in the artillery, for ditto ſervice  — 200 © © 


To ditto, drawn by Sir E. Fitzpatrick, 

phyſician to the forces, for ditto ſervice «8 7X 4 
To ditto, drawn by Cha. Maſon, commiſ- 

ſary of accounts to the forces lately ſerv- 

ing on the Continent, for ditto ſervice 4,500 © © 
To ditto, drawn by W. A. Otway, captain 

in the navy, for the ſupport of 'Louloneſe 

ſeamen — 58,500 © © 


1796. 
Feb. roch. To ditto, drawn by lieutenant-general 
Rainsford, governor of Gibraltar, for 
ſpecial contingent expences, for the ſer- 
vice of that garriſon 5.864 15, 1 
To ditto, drawn by General O'Hara, for 
ditto ſervice - — 7,046 4 4 
To ditto, drawn by John Hamilton, eſq. for 
the purchaſe of horſes in the United States 
of America, for his majeſty's ſervice in 
the Weſt Indies, and for forage and 
freight of the ſame . — - 07,714 13- 4 
To bills drawn by the ating deputy pay- | 
maſter in the Weſt Indies, on account of 
the extraordinary expences of the army 
there — 361,088 5 o 
To caſh paid by Mr, Brymer, acting deputy 
paymaſter in Nova Scotia, for the extra- 
ordinary expences of 
the army in that pro- ” REF IF * 
vince, for one quarter, 
to 24th December 1795 12,184 19 5 
To ditto, paid by ditto, 


for ditto, to 24th March 
17966 — — 9,120 16 8 I 
To ditto, paid by ditto, Jan, 


for ditto, to 24th June 
1796 — — 5.886 5 7 
- — 27.192 1 8 

To ditto, paid by Mr. 

Winſlow, acting ditto 

in Canada, for ditto, for 

one quarter, to 24th 

December 1795 31,214 16 1 


DEBATES, 


Dates of 
Payments, 


—— 4. 4. d. 


To caſh paid by Mr. 
Winſlow, acting deputy 
paymaſter in Canada, 
for the extraordinary 
expenc:s of the army 
in that province, for one 


quarter, to 24 Mar. 1796 22,037 13 7 


To bills of exchange, 
drawn by H. M. Gor- 
don for the extraordi- 
nary expences of the 
forces at the Cape of 
Good Hope 

To ditto, drawn by H. 
Roſs, for ditto of ditto 


— 


2,341 © © 


forces — 157,087 10 10 


On account of pay, &c. 
of ſundry black corps 
for the year 1795, raiſed 


for ſervice in the Weſt 


Indies, &c. — 10,120 129 


On account of ditto, for 


the year 1796 60,095 10 3 


To Meſſrs. Roſs and Ogil- 
vie, for bat and blanket 
horſes for a corps of 
Loyal French Emigrants 

To ditto, for 61 days ſub- 
ſiſtence and conſolidated 
allowances of ditto 
corps to the 24th June 
1790 = 805 

To ditto, for 200 days 
forage, baggage, and bit 
money for ditto corps, 
for the year 1795, &c. 


818 8 2 


1,755 311 


929 18 © 


1796. 

Jan, 4th. To William Biſhop, late 
acting governor of Bar- 
badoes for pay of his 
ſecretary,and an allow- 
ance or ſtationary, to 
26th May 1794 

To lieut.-general Ainſlie, 
to reimburſe expences 
incurred by him at the 
Hague in Feb. 1793, 
where he was ſent to 


Yy 2 


172 16 8 


347 
Lo 5. 4. 
53-252 9 8 


19,428 10 10 


70,216 3 o 


343 PARLIAMENTARY 


Dates of 
Payments, 


concert meaſures with 
the Dutch government 


1795. 

"Ras oth. To Charles Maſon, eſq. 
commiſary of accounts 
of the army on the Con- 
tinent, for the contin- 
gencies of his office 

To John Wiggleſworth, 
eſq. commulary-gene- 
ral at St. Domingo, for 
neceſlaries for his de- 
partment, and on ac- 
count of pay and ex- 
pences thereof — 

To Michael Macnamara, 
for expences iucurred 
by him in raiſing a corps 
of men, &. for the de- 
fence of Martinique 

May 21K, To L. Mackintoſh, tor the 
contingent expences of 
his office as deputy 
commiſſary of the torces 
at St. Domingo — 

To Joſeph Buſhby, aſſiſt- 
ant commiſſary at St. 
Domingo, to defray the 
expences of artificers 
attending the ſaĩd com- 
miſſariate — 

Mar. 51ſt, To Meſſrs. Pearſe, for 
providing neceſſar ies for 
the forces in St. Do- 
mingo and Martinique 

To ditto, for ſundry arti- 
cles ſupplied by them 
for the uſe of the forces 
in the general hoſpitals 
in the Leeward Iſlands 

1796. 

Mar. Sth. To lieutenant Toole, for 
the expence attending 
the cure of a wound re- 
ceived at the capture of 


Martinique, whilſt ſerv- 


ing as an enſign in the 
8th regiment of foot 
To lieutenant- general Da- 
vid Dundas, in reim- 
burſement of expences 


200 0 


1,000 © 
5,190 © 
2,395 17 

200 0 
204 11 
20,293 4 
16,288 17 
72 9 


Wa - 


F. 


Mat 


DEBATES, 349 
Dates of 


Payments. 
— — 1 4. * 
incurred by him during | 
his command m the Me- 
diterrancan in the years 
1793 and 1794 — 300 © © 
Mar. 24th. To Mr. T. Bidwell, for 
ſo much advanced to 
colonel Craufurd for 
journies on ſervice, 
while employed on a 
ſpecial miſſion abroad yos 11 © 
21ſt. To William Mitford, eſq. 
to reimburſe fo much 
advanced by him to 
heutenant-colonel And. 
Ros, to replace articles 4:4" 
loit in a ſtorm on the 4h 
16th November 1795 230 0 © [i 
To Sir G. Elliott, bart. F 
1 


—— — 


viceroy of Corſica, for 
his equipage — 2,000 © © 


my — 2 
14 


1796. 

Feb. 26th. To Stephen Kingſton, 
for a cargo of pitch, 
pine, lumber, delivered 

F for the ſervice of go- 
vernment in St, Lucia, 
in the year 1794, and 
for his expences thereon 1, 490 16 9 

Mar. 1ſt. To Cheva. de Chevigne, 
in conſideration of the 
wounds he received 
whilſt ſerving with the 
army, which have ren- 
dered him incapable of 
farther ſervice — 100 © 0 

To captain Ja. Urmſton, 
for the expences in en- 
tertaining major- gene- 
rals Graham and Mor- 
ſnead, on board the Sir 
Edward Hughes Faſt- 
Indiaman, on the Weſt- 
India expedition 400 0 © 

Mar, 21ſt. To lieut.-col. M*Murdo, 
for bringing diſpatches 
containing intelligence 
of the reduction of the 
Cape of Good Hope 500 © © 

To lieut.-ool. Calvert, to 
be paid over to Monſ. 
de Valcour, who was 


43,852 6 10 


PARLIAMENTARY 


employed confidentially 
by the Duke of York 
on the Continent 

To Comte de Lambertye, 
as an indemnity for the 
expences incurred by 
him in having been di- 
rected to raiſe a regi- 
ment of French infantry 

To lieutenant Horace St. 
Paul, for expences in 
bringing diſpatches from 


„ d. 


50 0 0 


200 0 0 


Gibraltar — — 45 © 0 


To B. Watſon, eſq. to 
enable him to diſcharge 
demands on account of 
the army lately ſerving 
on the Continent 

To licut.-col. Calvert, to 
be paid over to ſundry 
—— for the ſervices 

on the Continent of 

Europe _ 


To R. Johnſon Smyth, 


for the balance of his 
account as aſſiſtant com- 
miſſary general in Nova 
Scotia, between the 
25th of Sept. 1782 and 
the 31ſt of Dec. 1783 
To lieut.-col. H. Calvert, 
to be applied for the 
uſe of certain French 
officers under the com- 
mand of the Duke of 
York on the Continent 


To the earl of Macartney, 
for his expences during 
the time he was em- 

loyed on a miſſion in 
taly — — 

To Mr. John Bernard, for 
the expences incurred 


5,000 © © 


400 0 © 


133 12 11 


3,299 © 0 


| $,004 11 © 


by the late Count d' Her- 


villy in forming liſts, 
and procuring infor- 
2 relative to the 
rench emigrant corps 

To Sir Ralph Abercrom- 
by, K. B, commander 


155 14 © 


60,470 16 6 


Ja, 


DEBATES. 351 


Dates of 
Payments. 


* fo 4. . by PA 
in chief in the Weſt In- £ 8 


dies, towards providing 
himſelf with an equipage 1,000 © © 


— — 66, 631 x 6 
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For the pay of ſeveral ge- 
neral and ſtaff officers 
ſerving with the forces 
on the Confinent, for 
ſundry periods in the 

ear 1794 — — „766 11 

To — Morri- _ 9 
ſon, for 182 days addi- 
tional pay as quarter- 
maſter general, to 24th Tn 
June 1795 — 689 12 2 1 

To ſundry perſons, for Tal 
half-pay for their ſer- bl 
vices on the rivers and 0 
lakes in Canada, during 0 
the late war, to various 7 

riods — 19 6 1 

To fandry ditto, for ditto OY | 1 
for ditto ſervices, to | | 
24th June 1795 = 6 $6 6 : 

To L. Mackintoſh, for pi 
240 days pay as aſſiſtant 14 
commiſſary to the forces 14 
in the Weſt Indies, to 


21ſt Auguſt 1795 — 60 © O 1:4 


— —— — & * F a 
* ” . = n — ” a 1 — — 2 
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1796. 
Jan. 5th. To capt. H. Cuyler, for 
112 days pay as adju- 
tant to a detachment of 
forces at Toulon, to 
17th December 1793 21 
To Gr). — in- 1 
ſpector of health for 
1 medical ſervices, be- 
tween eee 1793, 
and 8th Sept. 1 592 8 0 
To Sir W. — K. B. 1 . 
for 183 days additional 
pay, as adjutant-gene- 
ral, to 24th Dec. 1 6 I1 
To " >aghys anda Moti- pe 
fon, for 183 days ditto, 
as quarter-maſter-gene- 


ral to ditto 693 7 11 | 
To ditto, for 365 days 

pay of his two aſſiſtants, 

to ditto 172 17 6 


— — 10,853 8 8 


352 PARLIAMENTARY 


Dates of 
Payments. 


To lieut, rey Rains- 
ford, for 36 days pay 
as heut. 5 with 
two aides de camp, to 
24th December 1794 

To ſundry perſons, for 
half-pay for their ſer- 
vices on the rivers and 
lakes in Canada during 
the late war, to various 
periods — 

For the pay of ſundry af. 
ſiſtant commiſſaries on 

4 the Continent, to 24th 
December 1795 

To Sir G. Eliot, bart. 
for three quarters of a 
years ſalary as viceroy 
of Corſica 

To captain N, Houe, for 
220 days pay as major 
of brigade, to 24th De- 
cember 1795. and for 

allowance o forage 

To the repreſentatives of 
Ja. Wright, for 39 days 
pay as ſurgeon to the 

orces in Guadaloupe, 
to 7th June 17904 

To E. Home, efq. tor 365 
days pay, as ſurgeon to 
the forces, to 24th De- 
cember 1795 

To B. Watſon, eſq. for 
182 days pay as ſuper- 
intendant and director 
of forage, &c. of the 
army on the Continent, 


to iſt March 1295 


7 
aprt 2. To Mr. Window, on ac- 
count of ſubſiſtence of 
a corps of waggoners 
To ditto for ditto ſervice 
7th. To ditto for ditto ſervice 
1796. 
_ iith. To Meſſrs. Adams and 
Welsford, for ſupply- 
ing bread, forage, wood, 
and ſtraw, to the forces 
encamped, in the year 
1795, in the ſouthern 
diſtrict — — 


1 


1,683 2 6 
182 16 © 
1 
6,000 oO © 
es 4 
93 
193-197 '$ 
728 © © 
550 © © 
1,500 0 0 
1,300 © © 


32,000 o o 


21,493 3 
3350 0 0 


Dates of 


Pay ments. 


Mar. ziſt. To Meſſrs. Adams and 
Welsford, for flour and 
bread ſupplied at Poole, 
Portſmouth, and South- 
ampton - — 

April 19th. To ditto, for flour ſup- 
plied to the quan at 
Poole 

To ditto, for bread, he, 
delivered to the troops 
at Southampton 


To Meſirs. Adams and 
Hodge, for the balance 
of their account, as 
contractors for turniſh- 
ing the forces encamped 
in England with bread, 
&c. in the year 1794 

To Meſſrs. W. D. Adams 
and G. Welsford, to- 
wards enabling them to 
ſupply bread, forage, 
wood, and firaw, to 

de forces encamped in 


To ditto, for bread ſup- 
lied to the forces at 
— Southamp- 
ton, Poole, Plymouth, 
&c. — 
To ditto, for ſupplies of 
bread . . 
troops at Portſmouth 
To ditto, for ditto ſervice 
To ditto, towards enabling 
_ to ſupply bread, 
forage, w hex. , and firaw, 
to the forces encamped 
in — in the — 
1796 
To ditto, for fi fpplies « to 
the troops encamped in 
uth Britain in the 


ar 17 795 
To ditto, for ſu 


bread deliver 


plies of 
to the 


To ditto,: for ditto deli- 
livered to ditto in the 
county of Eſſex, &c. 


Vol. III. 


DEBATES. 


to the 


23 


England in the year 1796 20,000 


14,542 


34247 
42003 


2 3,000 


10,923 19 7 


troops at Portſmouth, &c. 4,431 15 8 


45,205 15 IL 
2 2 


40,002 17 5 


© © | 


o & 
ww © 


- . 
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354 PARLIAMENTARY 


Dates of 
Payments. 


2299. - - . 
Jan, iith. To Mr. H. Cutler, for 
ſupplies delivered to the 
army under the com- 
mand of the earl of 
Moira, from gth June 
to 31k Auguſt 1795 18,399 6 9 
To ditto, for ditto deli- 
vered by kim to the 
army at Southampton, 
from 1| Sept. 1795 to ® 


zoth January 1796 21,484 16 5 


Mar. 21ſt. To W. Fettes, for ſup- 
plying bread, forage, 
wood, and ſtraw, to the 
forces encamped 1n 
North Britain in the 


FL ns TE” 299 5 7 
J0 ditto, for ditto ſervice 
in the year 1796 3.000 © © 


To ditto, for ditto ſervice 5,000 © © 


— 
— 


1794 
Oct. 26th. For baggage and forage 
money, for additional 


officers of the Bucking- 


ham militia, ordered to 


take the field — 1 


Dec. 3d. For additional bat horſes 
for the jgth and Soth 
regiments of foot, ſery- 


ing on the Continent 378 © © 
For bar horſes for ditto 


regiments - — 1,171 16 © 


1795. 
Feb. * To the colonels of ſundry 
| regiments of foot, for 
baggage and forage for 
their reſpective regi- 
ments, embarked for 


foreign ſervice — 935 © 0 


25th. To the colonels of ſun- 
dry ditto, for ditto for 

their reſpective regi- 
ments, ordered on fo- 
reign ſervice, in part of 

a warrant 'of this date 


for 8,7781. 158. . 


To ditto, for bat and blanket 
horſes for ditto regiments, 
in part of a warrant of 


this date for 3, 360l. 2,730 0 © 


[Loxps. 


DEBATES. 355 


Dates of 


Payments. 
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April 29th. For baggage and forage 
money tor 1 zoth regi- 
ment of foot, ordered 
to embark for foreign 
ſervice 

May 27th. For bat and blanket 
horfes for ditto regiment $19 0- 0 

June zd. To heur.-colonel Myddle- 
ton, to complete bag- 
gage and forage money 
for the Denbigh militia, 
having been ordered to 
take the field in 1794 63 18 © 1 

July 13th. To the colonels of ſundry 461 
corps of militia, for 1 
bag gage horſes for their " 
reſpective corps, order- all 
ed to take the field 2,014 th -0 110 

To the colonels of ſundry 11 
ditto, for an allowance ; * 
for their reſpective Thi 
corps, having been or- ; 
dered to take the field, 
being the third year of 
their encampment 8,512 12 © „ 
22d. For forage money to the = 
general and ſtaff officers 
attending the forces, on 10 
taking the field in the 
ear 1795 — 11,886 © 0 
29th, For Me ad blanket 
horſes for ſundry re- 
giments of foot ordered 
on foreign ſervice 2,100 '0 0 
To the colonels of ſundry 
regiments of foot, for 
baggage and forage 
money for their reſpec- 
tive regiments, ordered 
to take the held 11 © 
To the colonels of ſundry 
corps of fencible ca- 
valry, for baggage 
horſes for their reſpec- 
tive corps, ordered to 
take the field — Fi. 3 -0 : 
1795. —— 53.307 12 & 

Aug. 5t, To colonel Bayly, for 

forage money for the 

Weſt-Middleſex mili- 

tia, in the year 1795 


22 2 


8 
— 
4 
= 
D. 
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att. 5 


289 12 © 


256 PARLIAMENTARY 


Dates of 
Payments. 


* F us 1 


To complete allowance of 
baggage and forage 
money for the Nortli- 
Glouceſter militia, in 
the year 1794 — „ 
For baggage horſes, for 
the additional company 
of the Montgomery 
militia, ordered to take 
the field — 235 16-9 
For baggage and forage 
money to the efficers 
of the 2d and 3d bat- 
talions of the 1ſt regi- 
ment of foot guards, 
ordered to take the fi ld 865 o © 
For ditto for the 2d bat- 5 
talion of the 3d regi- — 
ment of foot guards, 
ordered to take the field 426 5 © 
For bat horſes for two 
troops of the 2d regi- 
ment of dragoons, when 
ordered on foreign ſervice 131 4 © 
For baggage hook tor 
23d regiment of dra- 
oons, when encamped 
in the year 1794 331 6 © 
To the colonels of ſundry 
regiments of dragoon 
om and dragoons, 
or baggage horſes for 
their reſpective corps, 
ordered to take the field 1,946 14 © 
For bit, baggage, and 
forage money, for cer- 
tain officers of the 8th 
regiment of dragoons, 
ordered to embark for 
| ſervice in July 17 138 15 © 
For baggage E Gor : 
ſundry corps, ordered | 
on foreign ſervice 420 © © 
For baggage and forage 
money for ſundry corps, 
ordered on ditto 5.420 0 © 
For ditto for additional : 
officers appointed on the 
augmentation of ſundry 
regiments of foot, or- . 
dered on ditto 7,605 © © 


DEBATES. 


Dates of 
Pavments, 


For bat and blanket horſes 

for ſundry corps of tot, 

ordered on foreign ſervice 4,979 © 
For ditto for ſundry re- 

gimentsand detachments 

of dragoons, on ditto 840 © © 
For baggage horſes for 

the additional company 

of the northern regi- 

ment of fencibles, on 


taking the field in 1795 5.38: & 


4. 1 


© 


For baggage and forage 
money to the officers of 
the 2d battalion of the 
Coldſtream regiment of 
foot guards, ordered to 

take the field 

For baggage horſes for iſt 
battalion of goth regi- 
ment of foot, ordered 
to take the field in 1794 491 8 © 

For baggage horſes for the 
foot guards —: £ 

To complete the allow- 
ance of baggage and 
forage money * the 
It battalian of 75th 
foot, on taking the 
field in the year 1794 $35.0 0 

For baggage horſes for the 
additional company of 
the North-Glouceſter 
militia, ordered to take 
the field — — 37 16 * 

For baggage and forage 
money for the addi- 
tional company to the „ 
Montgomery militia, 
ordered to take the field 02 

For baggage and forage 
to the ſubaltern officers 
of ſundry corps of mi- 
litia who had taken the 
field in the year 1795 
for the firſt time, with- 
out having receivedany 
part of the field allow- 
ances iſſued in 1793 475 © 0 

For forage money for the 
Lancaſhire militia, or- 


dered to take the field 


342 4 © 
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Dates of 
Payments, 


For forage money for the 

97th regiment of foot, 

ordered to take the field Wy V0 
For baggage and forage 
money for the Argyil 

and Southern regiments 

of fencibles, ordered to 

prepare to take the field 1,087 10 © 
For an allowance to the 

officers of ſundry corps 

of militia who kept up 

their baggage horſes 

from the campaign 1794 
to the campaign 1795 0 
For bat and blanket horſes 

for Col. Irwine's York 

Huſſars, ordered on fo- 

reign ſervice — 170 0 0 
For baggage horſes for ditto 80 0 © 
For ditto for the York 

Ranger and Fuzileers, 

ordered on foreign ſervice 1,280 © 0 
For bat and blanket horſes 

for ditto corps — 340 © 0 

— 84,505 17 0 


For baggage and forage 
money for the 86th re- 
giment of foot, or- 
dered on foreigy ſervice 881 5 o 

For baggage horſes for t- 
the Eſſex fencible ca- 
valry, ordered to take 
the field 340 4 © 

To the colonels of ſundry \ 

' regiments of foot, for 
baggage and forage 
money for their reſpec- 
tive regiments, ordered 
to take the field 996 5 © 

To Lord Charles Somer- 
ſet, for his allowance of. 
bat forage money in the 
year 1795, as com- 
mandant of 103d regi- 
ment of foot — 62 10 © 

For baggage and forage 
money for the roth re- 

iment of foot, or- 
ered on foreign ſervice 891 5 © 

For bat and blanket 

horſes, for ſundry regi- 


* 
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ments of dragoons, or- 

dered on foreign ſervice 390 © o 
For baggage horſes for 

ſundry regiments 180 © o 
For baggage and forage | 

money for the 2d bat- | Ml 

talion of the 7th foot, "nl 

ordered on foreign ſervice 527 10 © 
For ditto, for additional 

officers appointed on the 

augmentation of ſundry 

regiments of foot, ſerv- 

ing abroad 
For dutto, for ſundry 

officers of the late 1024 

regiment of foot, or- l 

dered to hold them- 

ſelves in readineſs for 

foreign ſervice — 6 
For ditto, for the goth 

regiment of foot, or- | | 4 

dered on foreign ſervice 885 0 0 ; 3 
For baggage horſes for the it 

Argyll Fencibles, or- | 

1 


8,052 10 © 


dered to be in readineſs "0 

to take the field — 207 18 0 | 
For an allowance to ſun- 

dry militia corps, who 

have kept up their bag- 

gage horſes from the 

campaign 1794. to the 

campaign 1795 — 265 o © 
For forage money for the 

Eaft-Middleſex militia, 

having taken the field 

in the year 17995 — 289 12 o 


98,616 1 0 " 


Iſſued to the Barrack-maſter General, 


For providing coals, can- 

dles, beer, bedding, 

utenſils, furniture, &c. 

for cavalry and infantry 

in barracks, in Great 

Britain, Guernſey, Jer- 

ſey, and Alderney, for 

repairs, contingencies, 

&. — — 05, 184 © 
For forage for cavalry ſta- "EE b 
tioned in ditto 106,099 6 4 


360 PARLIAMENTARY d 


Dates of 
Payments. 


| | : a” Oy . 3 
For bedding, furniture, £ £ 1 
and itores ſent to Gibraltar 9, 100 o 0 
For ſuniirv ſupplies ſent 
for the barracks, in the 
iſland of St. Domingo 29,079 1c 2 
For ſundry ſupplics ſent ads 
for the barcacks, at the 
Cape of Good Hope 6,939 0 © 
For bedding, ſtores, &c. 
ſent to Newfoundland, 
and for expences in- 
curred there for fuel, 
candles, &c. for the 
troops ſtationed there- 
in, and for repairs, 
contingencies, &c, 5,190 0 @ 
For erecting and provid- 
ing hoſpitals in Great 
Britain, &c. 16,471 12 2 
1796. — 8,064 14 3 
. To John Trotter, eſq. . 
for providing hoſpital 
bedding, &c. for the uſe 
of the forces in the 


Leeward Iſlands 22,473 14 5 


1796. | 
Jan. 11th. To ditto, for providin 
hoſpital utenſils . 
ſtores for the forces at 
Colcheiter 
| To ditto, for providing 
hoſpital * &c. 
for the forces in ſundry 
hoſpitals, in and adja- 
cent to Chelſea 45879 
27th. To ditto, for providing WE 
adaitto for the uſe of the Ap 
forces — — 4,703 © 1 
To ditto, for ditto ſervice 6,433 
March 24. To ditto, for ſundry ar- 
ticles provided by him 
for the department of 
the quarter-maiter-ge- 
neral, going to the 
Weſt Indies 
To ditto, for providing. 
camp neceſſaries, hot” 
vital bedding, &c. for 
the uſe of the forces 36,421 15 11 
ziſt. Io ditto, for providing a 
hoſpital bedding for ditto 18,996 1 11 


1,532 16 4 


wa” 

1 
- 
_ 


Wn 
D 


6,256 1 6 


DEBATES. 


Payments. 


_ 
Mar, 21ſt. To John Trotter, eſq. 


for providing camp ne- 
ceſſaries — hoſpital 
bedding for the uſe of 
the forces | 
To ditto, for ditto ſervice 
To ditto, for ditto ſervice 
To ditto, for hoſpital bed- 
ding for the uſe of the 
forces — — 
To ditto, for camp neceſ- 
ſaries, hoſpital bedding, 
&c. for ditto — 


Jan, 18th, To pay a bill of ex- 


change, drawn by the 
royal bank of Scotland, 
for one year's allowance 
for furniſhing ſpecie to 
the troops in Scotland, 
to Chriſtmas 17 


0 
To ſohn Geddes, eſq. for 


neceſſaries, &c. for the 


forces in North Britain, 
for the year 1795 


Jan. Sth. To james Window, eſq. 


agent to the inſpector 

neral of regimental 
infirmaries, on account 
for contingent diſburſe- 


ments for hoſpitals, &. 5, o00 


29th. To ditto, for ditto ſervice 
Feb. 16th. Toditto, for ditto ſervice 
Mar. 16th. To ditto, for ditto ſervice 
April 19th. To ditto, for ditto ſervice 


To ditto, for ditto ſervice 
'Toditto, for ditto ſervice 
Jo ditto, for ditto ſervice 
To ditto, for ditto ſervice 
To ditto, for ditto ſervice 


For the contingent allow- 
ances to the field offi- 
cers and captains of the 
iſt regiment of foot 
guards, from 25th De- 
cember 1794 to 24th 


June 1798 — 


Vol. III. l 


1 
48,544 2 3 
15,740 15 © 
19,392 6 © 
I © © 
11,041 3 5 

132 19 3 
1,359 6 8 

oO o 
1,000 © © 
8,000 © © 
8,000 © o 
5,000 © © 
5,000 © © 
5,000 © © 
5,000 © © 
5,000 oo 
4,000 9 0 
2,708 1 


209,165 11 0 


1,792 5 11 
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Dates of 
Payments. 


For the contingent allow- 
ances to the field offi- 
cers and captains of the 
2d regiment of foot 
guards, from 2 th De- 
cember 1794 to 24th 
June 1795 — 

For ditto, to the ditto of 
the zd regiment of ditto, 
from ditto to ditto 

For ditto, to the ditto of 
the 1ſt regiment of 
ditto, from 25th June 
to 24th December 1795 

For ditto, to the ditto of 
the 2d regiment of ditto, 
from ditto to ditto 

For ditto, to the ditto of 
the 3d regiment of ditto, 
from ditto to ditto 

For ditto, to the ditto of 
ditto regiment, from 
25th June to 24th De- 
cember 1794 


L. 


1,708 


1,708 


2,708 
1,708 


1,708 


1,708 


1796. — 
Jan. iſt. To Meſſrs, Bernard and ' 


Brook ſbank, for ſwords 
ſupplied to the ſerjeants 
and drummers of the 
invalid companies 
1ith. To Meſſrs, J. and F. 
Carleton, on account 
for embarkations, &c. 
of troops at different 
rts in Ireland 
th. To Meſſrs. Cox and Co. 
on account of ſubſiſt- 
ence of ſundry draughts 
and invalids at Eling 
barracks, Southampton 
To ditto on account for 
_ ditto ſervice 
Feb. 29th. To T. Wright, printer 
of 'The Hue and Cry 
and Police Gazette, for 
advertiſing deſerters 
_—_ the roth April 
an July 1 
To ta. . 
ditto between the — 


July and 5th OR, 1795 


196 


6,000 


2,000 


232 12 


21g 13 11 


[ Logs, / 


13,956 17 © 


Dates of 
Payments. 


Mar. 3iſt, To T. Rice, eſq. ſur- 
veyor of the guards, for 
work done at the Horſe 
and Foot Guards in the 


year 1793 


To ditto for ditto, done - 


at the Foot-Guards 
rooms, Somerſet-houſe 
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4 


2,532 4 4 


barracks, Recruit-houſe, 


&c. in ditto year 
To William Gordon, eſq. 
for providing a table 
for the officers of the 
Foot and Life Guards 
on duty at St. James's, 
&c, from 25th March 
to 23d September 1795 
April gth. To major-general Fox, 
for the amount of ex- 
penditures at Chatham, 
for pay, contingencies 
of the ſtaff, &c. for ſix 
months, to 24th June 


1795 _ 5 
: 12th. To Meſſrs. J. and F. 
Carleton, on account 
for embarkations, &c. 
of troops at different 
ports in Ireland 
19th, To Meſſrs, Robert Wil- 
ſon and Sons, as a 
compenſation on ac- 
count of loſſes ſuſtained 
by them on certain 
quantities of wheat 
To Count de Botheril, for 
certain articles pur- 
chaſed by him, which 
have been applied for 
the ſervice of the army 


To Meſſrs. J. and G. F. 
Carleton, for expences 
incurred by them for 
bedding and neceſſaries 
ſupplied to the 79th 
regiment of foot, on its 
embarkation from Ire- 
land in the year 1794 

To Sir W. Fawcett, K. B. 
for the contingent ex- 


= 3A 


4,678 16 1 


4-083 7 6 


2,888 17 11 


3,580 18 8 


231 13 9 


561 6 8 


388 19 4 


a2 
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Dates of | 
Payments. 


pences of the office of | 885 1 
adjuant-general, from | 
25th June to 24th De- 
cember 1795 | 
To lieut.-general Morri- 

ſon, for his contingent 

expences as quarter- 

maſter- general, from 

25th December 1794 

to 24th June 1 22 0 
To gs "a Sites, from 5 

25th June to 24th De- 

cember 1 — 2 o 
To the Rev. L. Gamble, * EY 

for expences in con- 

ſtructing a telegraph 

for the army under Sir 

Ralph Abercrombie 184 12 7 
To Sir Wm. Howe, K. B. ie 

for the hire of ground 

for encamping the troops 

under his command in 

the year 1795 1,660 18 8 
To Sir W. Pitt, K. B. for 

ditto in ditto year 273 417 
To lieutenant- colonel St. | 

Leger, for ſeveral arti- 

cles of cloathing, and 

appointments belong- 

ing to the late 3ſt re- 

giment dragoons, ap- 

propriated to the public 

ſervice — — 1,441 11 10 
To ditto, for the expence OY 

incurred in providing 

cloathing us. appoint- 

ments for the augmen- 

tation to ditto regiment 1 
To George Garnier, eſq. ä | 
| 1 

medicines ſupplied for 

the uſe of the army, 

"__ iſt January to 4 » 

24th June 1 20, I 
To Mr. Rs hes, M5 

for re- pay ment of ſo 

much ſurcharged in his 

declared account, as 

late agent to regimental 


infirmaries, for want of 


| DEBATES. 
Dates of 


Payments. 
—ä — . 
; vouchers, which have 
ſince been produced 210 
To L. Morſe, eſq. for car- | 
rying on for one year 
to Midſummer 1796, a 
rogreſiive hiſt of the 
commiſſions of all the 


officers of the army 103 
796 


* 


a. Lo f d. 


O 


1 o 
Oct. 31ſt. To John Brickwood, eſq. 
| to be remitted for the 
ſervice of his Imperial 
majeſty — 

To Meſſrs. Cox and Co. 
on account of ſubſiſt- 
ence of ſundry draughts 
and invalids, under the 
care of major Barrette 

Nov. 19th. To A. Loughnan, eſq. 
to be remitted, for the 
ſervice of his Imperial 
majeſty 70,000 

26th. To ditto, for ditto ſervice 60,000 

Dec. zd. To ditto, for ditto ſervice 10,000 

32 To L. Morſe, eſq. for his 
contingent diſburſe- 
ments, as late ſecretary 
to field-marſhal Lord 
Amherſt, from 25th 
December 1794 to 25th 
March 1795 

To William Gorton, eſq. 

for providing. a table 
for the office of the 
foot and life guards on 
duty at St. James's, &c. 


from 24th Sept. 1795 
to 24th March 1796 408 3 


200,000 


343 


2,500 


O © 


13 


— 33.998 19 8 


0 0 0 


Deduct, 
Voted on account of ex- 
traordinaries 1,350,000 
Re-payments by Claude 
Scott, eſq. —— 
by John Brickwocd, 
eſq. — — 
Ditto by the executors of 
Wm. Brummell, eſq. 


385,000 
20,000 


29,000 


460,926 © 3 


— 


5,267,683 6 8 
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Dates of 
Payments, 
4. 4. 4. * 9. 
ein by Alex. 4 
Daviſon, eſq. 12,169 13 6 
The ſum voted for the 
Sardinian ſubſidy 200,000 © © 


— — 1,987,169 13 6 


L. 3,280,513 13 2 


— 


5 War Office, 
7th December 1796. W. WINDHAM, 


An ACCOUNT of Extraordinary Expences of the Army, 
incurred and paid by the Right Honourable the Pay. 
maſter General of His Majeſty's Forces, from the jth 
to the 24th of December 1796, both * and not 
provided for by Parliament. 


Dates of 
Payments. 


1796. "ne oy 
Dec. 7th. To Meſſrs. Bernard and Brookſbank, for 
cloathing of four new companies of in- 
valids, for the year 1795 „ Sos 8 $8 
To ditto, for accoutrements furniſhed for 
the invalids 
roth. To Mr. Window, agent to the inſpector- 
general of regimental infirmarics, on ac- 
count of contingent diſburſements for 
hoſpitals, &c. — 
To :/efirs. W. D. Adams and G. Wels 
ford, for ſupplies of bread delivered to 
the troops at Portſmouth, &c. 
To the honourable Charles Stuart, on ac- 
count of the pay of himſelf and bis ſtaff 
on an expedition to Portugal — 2,000 O o 
16th. To M. G. Simcoe, on account of his pay as 
lieutenant-general at St. Domingo, and 
to defray ſundry expences attending his 
taking upon himſelf the government of 
that iſland —_— 
zoth. To Meſſrs. Roſs and Ogilvie, on account of 
bat and forage money of a regiment of 
loyal French cmigrauts — — 2800 © @ 


= W 0 


2,871 7-7 


1,000 0 0 


Jt 


7 


4. 


7 
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Dates of * 
Payments. 


Iſſued to the Barrack-maſter General, 


For providing coals, can- 
dles, bedding, utenſils, 
furniture, &c. for ca- 
valry and infantry in 
barracks in Great Bri- 
tain, Guernſey, Jerſey, 
and Alderney, and for FL. . 4. 4. 
repairs, contingencies, 


C. 9 W 
For forage for cavalry 


ſtationed in ditto 7513 $ © 
For providing and fitting 
temporary barracks 11,700 © © 
— — 41,922 12 8 
On account of pay, &c. of 
ſundry black corps for 


the year 1795, raiſed 
for ſervice iu the Weſt 


Indies — — 1 
On account of ditto, for 

the year 1796 — 1,000 © © 
On account of ditto, for 

the year 1797 1,566 © © 


— — I7,141 81 


To bills of exchange, drawn by John Ha- 

milton, eſq. for the purchaſe of horſes in 

the United States of America for his ma- 

jeſty's ſervice in the Welt Indies, and for 

forage and freight of the ſame — 3,700 © © 
To ditto, . 2 the acting deputy pay- 

maſter in the Weſt Indies, on account of 

the extraordinary expences of the army there 5,700 0 © 
To ditto, drawn by H. Roſs, for the extra- 

ordinary expences of the forces at the 

Cape of Good Hope 
To caſh paid by Mr. Brymer, acting de- 

puty paymaſter in Nova Scotia, for the 

extraordinary expences of the army in 

that province, for one quarter, to 24th 


13, 


September 1796 — —̃. 13,247 10 10 


— 


4. 106,962 18 


War Office, 
76 April 1797. 


W. WINDHAM. 
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REPORT from the COMMITTEE of SECRECY, ap- 
pointed by the Houfe of Lords to examine and ſtate the 
total Amount of outſtanding Demands on the Bank of 
England, and likewiſe of the Funds for diſcharging 
the ſame, and to report the Reſult thereof to the 
Houſe, together with their Opinion on the Neceſſity of 
providing for the Confirmation and Continuance of 
Meaſures taken in purſuance of the Minute of Council 
on the 26th of February laſt. 


ORDERED TO REPORT, 


THAT the Committee having, in purſuance of the order of the Houſe, 
roceeded to take into their confideration the ſeveral matters referred to 
them, have agreed to report thereon as follows : 

With reſpect to the firſt part of the order of the Houſe, by which they 
are directed to examine and report the total amount of outſtanding de- 
mands on the bank of England, and likewiſe of the funds for diſcharging 
the ſame, they called upon the governor of the bank, and upon Mr. Bo- 
ſanquet, one of the directors of the bank, (who attended them in the ab- 
ſence of the deputy governor), for an account to that effect; which ac- 
count having, by them, been produced to the Committee, was verified by 
the deputy accountant of the bank ; and the ſame having been examined 
by the Committee, it was agreed to report the reſult thereof to the Houſe, 
as follows: 

That the total amount of outſtanding demands on the bank, on the 25th 
day of February laſt, was 13, 770, zgol.; and that the total amount of the 
funds for diſcharging thoſe demands, over and above the permanent debt 

due from government of 11.686, Sool., was, on the ſame day of F ebruary 

laſt, 17,507, 280l.; and that the reſult is, that there was, on the 25th day 
of February laſt, a ſurplus of effects belonging to the bank beyond the 
total of their debts, amounting to the ſum of 3,826, 8gol. over and above 
the before-mentioned permanent debt of 11,686,80cl. due from go- 
vernment. - 

The Committee think it right to obſerve, that this account is made up 
to the 25th of February inclufive ; and that fince that day, ſeveral conſi- 
derable iſſues have been made by the bank in bank notes, both upon go- 
vernment ſecurities, and in diſcounting bills, the particulars of which could 

not immediately be made up; but that, as bol iſſues were made upon 
correſponding ſecurities, taken with the uſual care and attention, the ac- 
tual balance in favour of the bank has not been materially varied, but, if 
at all, has been rather increaſed. | 

In proceeding to the conſideration of the ſecond part of the order of 
reference, in which the Committee are directed to report to the Houſe 
their opinion on the neceſſity of providing for the confirmation and con- 
tinuance of the meaſures taken in purſuance of the minute of council of 
the 26th of February, the Committee have thought it right to confine 
their inquiries to thoſe points only on which that neceſſity appeared to 
them principally to depend ; and having examined to theſe points the go- 
vernor of the bank, and the ſaid Mr, Bofanquet, (one of the directors 
thereof), the Committee find, | 


hd 


BS Se kn 
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'That the bank of England has lately experienced an unuſual drain 
of caſh. a 

That this drain was owing, in great part, to demands for caſh, from 
the country; ſuch demands being made upon the bank indirectly from 
the country, but directly from the bankers of London, who are to ſupply 
the country. 

That by the effect of this drain, the caſh of the bank has been of late 
very conſiderably reduced ; that it has, however, been known, by thoſe 
converſant in the affairs of the bank, to be a great deal lower; but that 
on this occaſion the rapidity of the demands has been unparalleled. 

That thoſe demands have been of late progreſſi vely increaſing, but par- 
ticularly in the laſt week: and that in the two laſt days of that week, 
the demands exceeded thoſe of the four preceding days, 

That there was every reaſon to apprehend that theſe demands, and 
the conſequent progreſſive reduction of caſh, would continue, and even 
increaſe. | 

That by the effect of ſuch reduction, if it were to continue in the ſame, 
or in a {till farther increaſed proportion, the bank of England would be 
deprived of the means of ſupplying the caſh which might pe neceſſary for 
preſſing exigencies of public ſervice ; and this led the bank to make the 
communication they did to his majeſty's miniſters. 

And laſtly, that ſince the date of the minute of council above mentioned, 
no ſuch alteration has occurred as materially to vary the ſituation of the 
bank in this reſpect. 

On this view of the preſent ſtate of the important queſtion referred to 
them, the Committee have agreed to report it to the Houſe as their opi- 
nion, that it is neceſſary to continue and confirm the meaſures already 
taken, for ſuch time, and under ſuch limitations and reſtrictions, and with 


ſuch 23 of diſcontinuing the ſame, as to the wiſdom of Parliament 
may ſeem expedient. 


THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE 


Think proper to conclude their report, with a ſummary of the chief points 
which have occurred in their inquiry reſpecting the cauſes, that produced 
the order of council of the 26th of February laſt, as reſulting from the 
evidence taken by them, and from the accounts laid before them. 

In order to reader the ſubſequent details relative to this important ſub- 
jet more intelligible, the Committee think it right to begin, with taking 
a general view of the ſtate of the circulation of the kingdom. 

It appears by the evidence, that the circulation of this kingdom, by 
which its immenſe commerce is carried on, conſiſts principally, in the 
metropolis and its neighbourhood, either of the notes of the bank of Eng- 
land, or of coin chiefly made of gold. In the country, (where the notes 
of the bank of Englend did not circulate to any great amount), it confiſts 
of the bills of country bankers, or of the banking companies in Scotland, 
payable to bearer on demand; and of coin of the deſcription before 
mentioned. 

Inland bills of exchange are thought by many, to be a part of the cir- 
culation of the kingdom. They are not ſtrictly ſo, in the ſame ſenſe as 
the two ſorts of paper before mentioned. They are rather transfers of 
debts, from the drawers to the perſons on whom the bills are drawn. 
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They are generally made payable at diſtant periods; and as they are not 
payable at all times on demand, they cannot, like the former, anſwer all 
the purpoſes of cath. 

In the metropolis, the quantity of paper much exceeds the quantity of 
coin in circulation, "The Committee have no ſufficient means before 
them, to judge of the proportion of cafh and paper, in the metropolis, 
except as far as any interence can be drawn from the quantity of caſh paid 
at the bank, compared with the amount of the notes itſued by that cor- 
porate body, as {tate in the evidence of Ir. Newland, principal caſhier 
of the bank; and particulariv from the proportion of cath paid quarterly 
at the bank, in diſcharge of the div idends pf the public ſtocks, a part of 
which only is received by bankers, the remainder by perſons of every 
deſcription. 

But in the country, and particularly in thoſe parts of it where no con- 
ſiderable manutactures are eſtabliſhed, and no great commercial enter- 
prize is carried on, there is reaſon to conclude, that the quantity of paper 
exceeds in a leſs proportion, the coin in circulation, than in the metro- 
polis. It mult vary according to circumſtances of time or place; and 
the Committee have no information which enables them to form a judge- 
ment on this ſubject. It can hardly, however, be doubted, that there is 
too little of Pritich coin, particularly of filver, current in the kingdom, 
from a cauſe which will be hereafter ſtated. 

The bank of England is at the head of all circulation. It is the great 
repoſitory of the ſpare cath of the nation, and alone carries bu'lion to the 
Mint to be coined, It is ſubject, on that account, to be called on for 
caſh, directly or indirectly, by thoſe who are in want of it, and is neceſ- 
ſarily ſenſible of every material failure or diſtreſs, which ariſes from any 
deficiency or want of coin, in every part of this kingdom or Ireland, 

It appears that the circulation of paper was carried to its greateſt height, 
a ſhort time previous to the beginning of the year 1793. 

But early in that ycar, a great diminution took place, in the circula- 
tion of country bank bills, from the ſudden failure of many of the cuun- 
try banks. Mir. Elliſon Rates, that previous to this period there were 
about two hundred and eighiy country banks in England and Wales, and 
that he does not believe they exceed at preſent two hundred and thirty; 
the bufine ſs of which has by no means increaſed, in proportion to the re- 
duction of the number and that the iſſue of country bank bills has con- 
ſiderably diminiſhed—that the quantity of ſpecie actually kept by the 
preſent country bankers, is at this time, larger than it was before the year 
1793, and that they have leſſened their balances with the London bankers. 

Mr. Thoraton's evidence confirms the account given by Mr. Elliſon, 
of the failure of the country banks in 1793, and of the conſequent diminu- 
tion of the circulation of country bank bills at that time—ſubſequent to 
this event, theſe country bank bills increaſed again in ſome degree, but 
never to their former extent. Both Mr. Thornton and Mr. Ellifon are of 
opinion, that confiderable quantities of caſh muſt have been drawn from 
the metropolis into the country, in order to ſupply the deficiency of theſe 
country bank bills. | 

In the beginning of the year 1793, when, from the cauſes hefore men- 
tioned, the circulation of this kingdom began to be ſo much diminiſhed, 
the preſent war commenced. A tate of war always requires a more am- 
ple circulation, even within the kingdom. The public loans, which in 
all wars a e neceſſary, and in the preſent war have been particularly great, 
employ a conſiderable proportion of the circulating capital, I he preſent 
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increaſed value of money, whith is ſufficiently proved by t'1e high rate of 
interett, clearly ſnews what muſt be the demand for it, and conſequently, 
the ſcarcity of it. But during the preſent war, it is wor hy of remark, 
that expenſive enterprizes of a private nature have not d:miniſhed, as in 
all former wars, but even augmented. It appears by an account inſerted 
in this report, that the number of bills of incloſure which paſſed in the 
four years preceding the preſent war was one | undred and thirty erght, 

and that the number which have paſſed during the four years of the war 

was two hundred and eighty three. That the number of bills for naviga- 

tions and canals, which paſſed in the four years preceding the preſent war 

was thirty, and that the number which have paſſed during the four years 

of the war was ſixty nine. And farther, that the ſum authorized to be 

borrowed for the making thoſe canals and navigations, was in the firſt four 

years 2,377,200!.; and in the lait period of four years 7,415, lool. 


- . / . 
But the demand of money, for public expences abroad, more particu- 


larly applies to the preſent ſubject: the loan made to the Emperor in the 
- year 1795 of 4,600,000], —The ſubiidies paid to foreign princes, — The 
4 money remitted for the pay of Britiſh troops, or foreign troops in Britiſh 
8 pay, while this Kingdom had an army on the Continent; and the advances 
5 made to the court of Vienna ; together with the money ſent to the Welt 
i Indies and the Cape of Good Hope, for the pay of Britiſh troops there; 
if they did not all together draw Britiſh coin out of the country, in an 

great am-Junt, mutt at leaſt h ve prevented that influx of coin or bullion 
5 which, in conſequence of a favourable balance of commerce, would have 
"i otherwiſe ſupplied the circulation of the kingdom. Mr. Boyd, however, 
uf, in hise. 1dence, ſtates, that in remitting the imperial loan, 38 well as the late 
ny alvances to the Emperor, he never ſent any Britiſh coin out of the king- 
| dom, (wich could not indeed legally be done); and that in remitting the 
* laid loan, he ſent in foreign coin or bullion, to the amount only of about 
1, 200, oool. That the remainder of the loan, and the whole of the ad- 
PE vanecs, were remitted in bills of exchange, It 1s obvious, however, that 
pra the drains occaſioned by expenditure abroad for the purpoſes before men- 
2 tioned (large as the amount of them may have been) are nothing more 
Rey” than what has happened in all former wars, in which the government of 
page Great Britain has found it eſſential for its intereſts, to maintain armies on 
ati the Luropean Continent, or at any great diſtance from the kingdom. 

5 It appears by an account inſerted in this report, that all the remittances 
** made for the ſervices of the v ar in the Weit Indics, on the Continent of 
— Europe, in the iſland of Coriica, and other diſtant parts ot the world, 
4 amounted, during the four laſt years to (vide Account No. 24.) 
75 33.5 10, 779l. os, 73d. 0 3 f 
e t appears by another account No. 2 3.) inſerted in this report, which 
nt to has diliinguiſhed the ſums expended on the European Continent, from 
. what were expended in other dittant parts of the world, thut the total of 
8 the money expended on the Contiacent of Europe during the tai tour 
ok rears, including the Imperial loan, and the ad vances made to the Emperor, 
cheſe amounted to 14,988, 42 l. 9s. 82d, . i ; 

It appears laſtly, by a third account (No. 22.) inſerted in this report, 

_ tat te ſums paid for all ſorts of military ſervices on the Continent dur- 
«hed, ng the war ending in ! 7:3, amounted ta 20,629,997]. os. 7d. . 

ae | To the ſums ſent, ducing the pretent war, to the curop-an Contineat, 
ich in o the: W et Indies, and the Cave of Good Hope, for military purpoſcs, 


mould he, dded, the ſums drawn for by the commanders of our fleets on 
wreign ſervice, in every part of the world. 
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It appears, on the other hand, by the accounts of the value of the im- 
ports and exports for the laſt twenty years, produced by Mr. Irving, in- 
ſpector-general of imports and exports, that the demand for caſh to be 
7 2p abroad, for the purpoſes before mentioned, was greatly compenſated 
by a very large balance of commerce in favour of this kingdom, greater 
than was ever known in any preceding period. The value of the exports 
of the laſt year amounted, according to the valuation on which the accounts 
of the inſpector- general are founded, to 30,424,1841.; which is more than 
double what it was in any year of the American war, and one third more 
than it was on an average during the lalt peace, previous to the year 1792; 
and though the value of the imports to this country has, during the fame 
period, greatly increaſed, the exceſs of the value of the exports above 
that of the imports, which conſtitutes the balance of trade, has aug- 
mented even in a greater proportion. 

It is particularly obſervable, that the exports to Germany alone, for the 
two laſt years, have amounted to more than 8,000,0021. annually ; when, 
in time of peace, they did not uſually amount to more than 1,900,000. 
And thoſe exports to Germany exceed an amount, by at leaſt, 2,600,000, 

the whole that was annually exported in time of peace, to France, Flan- 
ders, Holland, and Germany. | 

The Houſe will ſee in the evidence of Mr. Irving, much information, 
for the purpoſe of ſhewing that all our principal articles of export, par- 

/ ticularly thoſe which conſiſt of Britiſh manufactures, are greatly under- 
rated in their value, as well as many capital articles of imj-ort. Coffee 
is the only material article which appears to be over-rated in the books of 
the inſpector-general ; it is more over-rated on exportation, than on im- 
portation. Ihe valuation, upon which the accounts of the inſpeQtor-ge- 
neral are founded, was ſettled in the year 1696 or 1697, when the prices 
of all theſe articles were greatly infe: ior to what they ate at preſent, and 
before our manufactur.s had received the improvements which have been 
made in them of late years, ſo that the real value of both our imports and 
exports, particularly of the latter, is certainly conſiderably higher than is 
ſtated in his accounts. The Houſe will alſo ſee many excellent obſerva- 
tions, in the evidence of this gentleman, for the purpoſe of correcting the 
manner of taking the true balance of our trade. He obſerves, that in 
forming this balance, many articles of import are ſtated as unfavourable to 
this country, when they are in fact, acceſſions of wealth, ſuch as the pro- 
duce of our various fiſheries, and a conſiderable part of the imports from 
our poſſeſſions in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies. The whole of the produce ot 
theſe fiſheries, is certainly an acceſſion of national wealth. So much 

thereof as is imported directly into this country, muſt be conſidered as 


- 


2 

— an increaſe of ſtock to it : the value of ſuch parts as are ſent directly from p 
the fiſhing places to foreign countries, and ſold there, is either remitted in 1 

bills of exchange, which is wealth; or it is laid out in the purchaſe of 0 
commodities, to be imported into this country, which is an increaſe of at 

ſtock. This produce is procured, not by any wealth ſent from this coun- A 


try, but by the adventurous enterprize of our fiſhermen ; and the value of 

ſuch produce, when it is ſent directly from the fiſhing places to foreign 

countries, cannot appear in any cuſtom houſe account. In like manneT, 

a conſiderable part of the imports from the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, ought A 

not to be ſtated, in the balance of our commerce, as unfavourable to this 
country, particularly ſuch parts of the inveſtments in the Eaft Indies, 2 

are purchaſed by the revenues of the Britiſh ſettlements there ; as well as 

thoſe parts, which are imported either from the Eaſt or Weſt Indies, for 
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the purpoſe of remitting private fortunes acquired there, or as the incomes 
of perſons, who, having eſtates or mortgagees in the Weſt Indies, reſide 
and ſpend their incomes in Great Britain, The value of ſuch part of 
theſe imports, as is re-exported, will appear on the export fide of the ac- 
count, and ſerves to balance the value of the ſame articles, as ſtated on 
the import fide; and the whole of the mercantile profit, which they leave 
behind, is in itſelf a conſiderable acceſſion of wealth to this kingdom, that 
cannot appear in the cuſtom houſe accounts, 

Mr. Irving has delivered it as his opinion, that the true balance of our 
trade amounted, on a medium of the four years preceding January 196, 
to upwards of 6,500,000, per annum, excluſive of the profits ariting from 
our Eaſt and Weſt India trade, which he eftimates at upwards of 
4,200,000, per annum; and excluſive of the profits derived from our 
fiſheries. | 

But whatever uncertainty may ſtill remain, in forming an eſtimate of 
the true balance of our commerce in any particular year, the accounts of 
the inſpector- general of imports and exports, ſerve ar leaſt to afford a good 
comparative ſtate of the amount of our commerce in different years ; tur 
tor it is fair to preſume, that the defects are not greater in the accounts of 
one year. than of another, | 

Great however as this balance of commerce may appear, it woul have 
been ſtill greater in a very conſiderable degree, but from the unuſual ſcar- 
city of grain, which made it neceſſary both for government and indivi- 
duals, to import large quantities of grain, for the relief of the inhabitants 
of this kingdom. In an account delivered by Mr. Claude Scott, an emi- 
nent corn factor, it appears, that for the three years preceding the 5th of 
January 1797, there were paid to foreign countries, tor grain imported 
into this kingdom, the following ſums, viz. 


In 1794 — — „.in 


- In 1795 — — 1,335,072 
In 1796 — — 3.92944 
7,440,012 
Add, imported in 1793, as eſtimated by Mr. Scott in his evi- 
dence before the Committee — — 1,500,000 


Total L. 8,946, ol z 

This balance of commerce was alſo rendered leſs fivourable, by the 
great ſums paid for naval ftores during the war, beyon-4 what ate uſually 
paid in time of peace. It appears by an account preſented by the com- 
miſſioners of his majelty's navy, that the value of naval ſtor's, imported 
on account of his majeſty's navy, in the four years previous to 1797, 


amounted to — — — C.. 7.825, 876 
And in the four years preceding 1793. 
amounted only to — — 2, 500, 139 Excels 


L. 5,3257737 


And it appears by an account preſented, of the amount of 
bills drawn on the commilboners for victualling, from 
foreign parts, in the four years ending the 5th of Ja- 
nuary 1797, that they amountd to L. 1,368,921 
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And in the four years ending the 5th of Ja- | 
nuary 1793, to — — 134,629 
— 1,234,292 


Total Exceſs FL. 6,560,029 


Though it cannot be doubted that the balance of our trade, even with 
theſe deductions, muſt have brought great wealth in various articles of 
commerce, into this kingdom, and that unuſual quantities of foreign 
merchandize muſt, in conſequence thereof, have been depoſited in it; yet 
it may be doubted, whether it brought ſo great a quantity of the precious 
metals, to be converted into coin, as in former periods; for it appears in 
the evidence of Sir John Hort, who was his majeſty's conſul general in 
Portugal for twenty-nine years, and of Mr. Whitmore, an eminent Por- 
tugal merchant, that the importation of gold and filver bullion, from Liſ- 
bon into this kingdom, has been leſs than it was formerly; and that the 
exchange between Liſbon and London, which uſed formerly to be greaily 
in favour of London, has of late, from a variety of circumſtances, been 
Tometimes in favour of, and ſometimes againſt, this country ; and for the 
laſt three years, more againſt this country, than in its favour, from cauſes 
which are fully explained in the evidence of thoſe gentlemen, Mr, 
Whitmore adds, that the quantity of filver which has of late been 1mported, 
has greatly exceeded the quantity of gold. But as the Mint price of 
filver bullion has been, during nearly the whole of the prefent century, 
conſiderably leſs than the market price of this precious metal, the filver 
bullion ſo 1mported could not be converted into coin, but after having 
left a quantity ſufficient for the uſe of our manuſaQures, mult have again 
been exported, and did not contribute in the ſmalleſt degree to augment 
the coin of thi: kingdom. 

The accounts preſented by the officers of the Mint, of the quantity of 
bullion coined in the laſt four years, ſhew that the quantity coined at the 
Mint in 1795, amountefl only to 493,416l. and in 1796, to 464,58cl, 
which is not more than a fixth of what was brought to the Mint to be 
coined in the two preceding years, and greatly inferior to what had been 
coined, upon an average of the former years of his majeſty's reign. 

By an account preſented by Mr. Irving, of the quantity of bullion ex- 
ported from this country from the year 1790 to 1796, both incluſive, it 
appears that the quantity of gold bullion exported on an average, in the 
four laſt years, being years of war, 1s not a third of what was annually ex- 
ported on an average in the three preceding years of peace; and that 
the quantity of filver bullion exported in the four laſt years, being years 
of war, is alſo not a third of what was annually exported on an average in 
the three preceding years of peace; and this account receives a certain 
degree of confirmation, from the accounts delivered in by the Eaſt-ln«1a 
Company, of the amount of Spaniſh dollars exported by the Company, or 

rmitted by the Company to be exported by private perſans, which prove 
that in the laſt three years the amount of Spaniſh dollars exported, has 
been leſs than uſual. | 

The Committee wiſhed to throw farther light on this ſubject. by ob- 
taining an account of the amount of gold and filver cvin or bullion in- 
ported into this kingdom, in the before-mentioned periodùs; but they find, 
that by a law. paſſed in the 15th year of the reign of his late majeſty 
Charles II. ch. 7, ſec. 12. coin and bullion are exempted from entry at 
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the cuſtom-houſe, on importation into this kingdom: ſo that the officerg 
of the cuſtoms could not produce an account of any ſuch 1mporti.n, 

There are, however, other circumſtances in evidence before the Com- 
mittee, which may have contributed to render lels perceptible, hitherto 
at leaſt, the advantages ariſing from the influx of wealth into this k ing- 
dom, in conſequence of a favourable balance of trade. 

It was obſerved by Henry Thornton, efq. (and it is indeed ſelf-evident), 
that in proportion as the commerce of this country increaſcs, a greater ca- 
pital is uecellary for carry ing it on; and alfo, that any given quantity of 
commerce, in tune of war, by the inc: eaſed expenc:s of freight, inſurance, 
and m-rcantile charges, requires a greater capital than the ſame quantity 
of commerce in time of peace, "Theſe two circuinitances mult have had 
conſiderable influence, in the courſe of the laſt three years, upon the cir- 
culating caſh and paper of the kingdom, eſpecially when it is confidered, 
that, from cauſes already atſigned, the circulation of paper was conſider- 
ably diminiſhed ; and Mr. Boſanquet, a bauk director, in aſſigning the 
cauſes of the great preſſure on the bank, for want of caſh, in the year 

783, is of opinion that the drain of caih at that time proceeded from 
the great extenſion of commerce which tollowed the peace, and which oc- 
caſioned fo large an export of the commodities of this country, that the 
circulation was hardly tuſhicient to ſupport it. 

It appears laſtiy, by the evidence ot the bank directors, that in conſe- 
quence of the long credit given by our merchants, the payments for the 
great quantities of our manutuciures, produce, and other merchandize ex- 
ported, do not take place till a conſiderable tune after their exportation, 
though a great additional Capital has been previouſly employed, in provi- 
ding the articles fo exported, The balance of payments, which ariſes 
out of the balance of trade, is necef{irily poſterior to it, and in countries 
like Gr at Eritain, where long credits are given, it may not produce its 
full effect upon our circulation, for a conſiderable time. 

he refult of all the various circumſtances beſore ſtated, does not ap- 
pear, on the whole, to have produced any permanent difadvantageovs effect 
on the caſh of the bank, till the month of September 1795 : the caſh of 
the bank had, indeed, been much lower than uſual in March and June 
1793; hut it roſe in the September of that year nearly to its uſual aver- 
age, From September 1795, however, it continued progreſſively deelin- 
ing, fo as to be, during the whole of the year 1796, conſiderably leſs than 
m the y-ar 1795, but not lower at the end of 1796 than in the middle of 
that vear; and in the commencement of the preſent year, full leſs than 
in the year 1796—and in the week preceding the ifſuing of the order of 
council, it diminiſhed rapidly: It was not, however, even at that period, 
in any degree ſo low as in the year 1783, and particularly in the month 
of (tober of that year. 


e conferences between the chancellor of the exchequer, and the 


governor and deputy governor of the bank, on the apprehenſions they en- 
tertuined of the dimir ution of their caſh, and the repreſentations made by 
them, from time to time, on the e{F:& which foreign loans and remittances 
had on the ſtate of their cath, will appear by tlie evidence of the ſaid go- 
vernor and deputy goveraor, and other directors of the bank, when they 
attended the Committee, either as a deputation, or in their individual ca- 


pacity, zs well as from the minutes of thoſe conferences, and the copies of 


the refolutions delivered by them to the chancellor of the exchequer ;—= 
it wil appear alfo, from the evidence of the chancellor of the exchequer, 
and trom the letters written by him to the governor of the bank; all 
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which are inſerted in this report, and to which the Committee think it 
more proper to refer the Houſe, than to give a ſummary of them. 
The acounts before inſerted, and the evidence juſt — to, will alſo 
ſhew, what was the nature of the advances made by the bank to govern- 
ment—Upon what funds or credit they were made—What was their 
amount at different periods How far the amount of thoſe advances, dur- 
ing the preſent war, have exceeded thoſe uſually made in time of peace 
How far they have exceeded thoſe made in the laſt war—And whether 
they were greater or leſs, immediately previous to the iſſuing the order in 
council of the 26th of February, than at any preceding period. 

The 2 were deſirous of throwing farther light on this ſubject, 
by lay ing befò the Houſe ſome accurate account ot the exchanges be- 
tween Great Britain and other countries; as theſe, when they can be cor- 
rectly aſcertained, afford a good criterion of the balance of payments be- 
tween Great Britain and other countries, and thereby ſkew, whether there 
is reaſon to conclude, any coin or bullion have been exported or im- 
ported. At preſent, the only places with which there ſubſitts any regular 
courſe of exchange with Great Britain, are Liſbon and Hamburgh. At 
this laſt place, a great proportion of the accounts between Great Britain 
and the northern parts of Europe, is now ſettled and paid. The par of 
exchange with Liſbon can be accurately ſtated ; it is 674. It has already 
been ſhewn from the evidence of Sir Juhn Hort and Mr. Whitmore, 
how far the exchange between London and Liſbon has been of late to the 
diſadvantage of this country ; and their account of it is fully confirmed 
by a ſtatement of the courſe of exchange taken from Caſtaing's papers, 
inſerted in this report. 

With reſpect to the exchange between Great Britain and Hamburgh, the 
Committee have not been able to decide, to their ſatisfaction, what is the 
actual par of exchange between London and Hamburgh. The witneſles 
they have examined have widely differed, with reſpect to the par of ex- 
change between thoſe places. The Committee, however, have inſerted 
in the minutes of the evidence, the anſwers of Mr. Boyd to two queſtions 

t to him, and a paper preſented to this Committee by one of the mem- 

rs of it, which throw conſiderable light on this intricate ſubjeR, and 
will account, in ſome degree, for the dificulry, the Committee had ex- 
perienced in determining, with ſufficient accuracy, the par of this ex- 

The mercantile accounts in Hamburgh and London have a reference | 
to different metals. Silver appears to be the common coin of Hamburgh, 

and gold is, in that place rather to be conſidered as a commodity, Gold 


is the mercantile coin of Great Britain, and filver has been for many years t 
only a commodity, which has no fixed price, and is very rarely carried to 2 
the Mint to be coined, but varies according to the demand for it at the I 
market. 'The market price of theſe precious metals appears alfo to have f 
an influence on the Banco money of Hamburgh, in which the exchanges p 
are reckoned It is probable that to theſe circumſtances is to be imputed t 


the difficulty of determining the par of exchange between London and 
- Hamburgh. On the preſent ſubject, therefore, all that the Committee can 
fay with certainty is, that according to the evidence of the governor of the 
bank of England, (which is confirmed by a paper annexed) the exchange 
with Hamburgh ceaſed to be unfavourable to this country, in March, 
1796, became more favourable in the monch of October laſt ; and that t 
continued favourable till the 26th of February, when the order of council 
was iſſued; and that it continues ſo ill. a 


The Committee have hitherto ſtated ghe ſeveral points relating to the 
more remote cauſes, by which the circulation of the kingdom, and the ge- 
neral ſtate of the bank, may have been affected. They proceed now, to 
thoſe which immediately preceded the 26th of February lait, and more 
directly contributed to the neceſſity of the order of council, which was 
iſſued on that day. 

It appears from the evidence of Mr. Ellifon, that a few weeks previous 
to the 26th of February, two great mercantile banks at Newcaſtle ſtopped 
payment in caſh, owing to the effect of a local alarm, ſimilar, as ſtated by 
this gentleman, to that in 1793, which occafioned moſt of the country 
bankers to draw large ſums of money from the metropolis, and induced 
them to keep in ſtore larger quantities of ſpecie, than before the year 
1793, in order to make their payments, if ſuch ſhould be required of 
them. Mr. Thornton confirms in general this account given by Mr, 
Elliſon. He agrees alſo with Mr. Elliſon with reſpect to the demand for 
caſh made on the metrop lis by the country bankers, for the purpoſe of 
being ſent to different parts of the kingdom, where it is partly kept by 


\t the country bankers, for the uſes before mentioned, and partly drawn out 
in of their hands by individuals, to be hoarded. | 
of It appears by the evidence of Mr. Thornton, that there was, at this 
ly time, alſo a demand of caſh to be ſent from the metropolis to Scotland. 
. But thoſe demands for caſh, from the diſtant parts of the kingdom, 
he were not the only cauſes of the embarraſſments of the bank of England, 
ed at this period. It is ſtated in an account delivered by Mr. Puget, one of 
rs, the directors of the bank of England, and agent for the bank of Ireland, 
that in the commeacement of the year 1797 there was an unuſual demand 
the of caſh made on the bank of England, to be (ent to Ireland; and that 
the there was an expectation of a loan being intended to be raiſed in Great 
les Britain, for the ſervice of Ireland, which would have neceſſarily occaſioned 
ex- the exportation of a conſiderable quantity of coin from the metropolis to 
ted the latter kingdom, It is proper to add, that the kingdom of Ireland ap- 
ons pears, for ſome weeks previous to the iiſuing the order of council of the 
em- 26th of February, to have experienced a great want of caſn, ſimilar to 
and that which was experienced in Great Britain. 
ex- There is a circumſtance that throws conſiderable light on one at leaſt of 
ex- the cauſes which produced this great demand for caſh on the bank. It 
appears by the account of the ſtate of the caſh at the bank, at different 
ence periods, as laid before the Committee, that the greateſt drain of caſh 
rgh, which the bank has experienced, ſubſequent to the year 1783, was in 
Gold March and June 1793, that is, a ſhort time after the failure of the coun- 
years try banks in that year; and in the commencement of the month of Febru- 
ed to ary of this year, that is, a ſhort time after the Newcaftle banks itopped pay- 
it the ment in caſh, and when the alarms before ſtated produced great demands 
have for caſh, from different parts of the country : So that, in both thoſe 
anges periods, the ſame cauſe appears to have produced an effect nearly ſimilar, 
puted that is, a very unuſual drain of caſh from the bank. 
1 and "The increaſed demand for caſh muſt bear a proportion to the decreaſe of 
e can any other ſort of circulation that is a ſubſtitute for it. The Committee 
of the will preſently ſhew, to what degree the circulation of the notes of the bank 
hangs of England had been diminiſhed, immediately previous to the 26th Fe- 
larch, bruary laſt, With reſpect to the decreaſe of country bank bills in circu- 
at it lation, Mr. Thornton, who appears to have collected his evidence from 
ouncil ſeveral parts of the kingdom with great accuracy, was deſired by the 


Committee to deliver in an account of the proportion in which, according 
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to his information, country bank bills circulated in different parts of the 
kingdom, before the failures in 1793; at a period ſubſequent to that 
year; and at the preſent time. 'I'his account may be ſeen at large in the 
evidence; but the reſult is, that at the preſent time, the circulation of 
theſe bills is in one part of the kingdom not more than about a third; in 
another, not more than half; and in a third, but a fixth, of what was in 
circulation before the year 1793: and the Committee have already en- 
deavoured to ſhew, in a former part of this ſummary, to what degree the 
means of coining, and, in coniſequenee thereof, the regular ſupply of new 
coin (which alone could fill up the void ocationed by this decreaſe of 
circulating paper) had diminiſned of late years. 

Fram the evidence of the governor of the bank, and from the report of 
the laſt ſecret Committee, which has been laid beture this Committee, it 
appears, that it was not ſingly the diminiſhed ſtate of their caſh, which 
gave the directors any great alarm; the governor and Nr. Boſanquet 
rather impute this alarm to the progreſſively increaſing demands for caſh 
upon them, particularly in the week preceding the 26th of February, 
ard to the reaſons they kad to apprehend that theſe demands, and the con- 
ſequent progreſſive reduction of ca{h, would continue, and even increaſe ; 
and they add, that this drain was in great part owing to demands for caſh 
from the country, ſuch demands being made upon the Bank indirectly from 
the country, but directly from the bankers of London, who were to ſupply 
the country. : 

The directors of the Bank, under the impreſſion which theſe alarms and 
embarraſſinents had occaſioned, appear to have judged it prudent to dimi- 
niſn their notes in circulation, and the conſequent demands that might 
come upon them, ſo as to make the demands more nearly correſpond with 
the ſtate of their caſh. It will be ſeen, in the accounts preſented to the 
Committee, of the amount of bank notes in circulation, at difierent periods, 
that the average amount of theſe notes in circulation, for ſeveral years pre- 
vious to the end of the year 1796, may be ſtated at between 10, o, cool. 
and 11,020,001. hardly ever falling below g, ooo, oool: and not often 
exceeding, to any great amount, 1 i,v00,co00!, It will appear by one of 
the afore-mentioned accounts, that in the latter end of the year 1796, 
and in the beginning of 1797, the amount of the bank notes in circulation 
was leſs than the average before ſtared ; and on the 25th of February laſt, 
it was reduced to 8,640,250. | 

It is true, that in an account preſented to the Committee, of the amount 
of bank notes in circulation in the years 1782, 1783, and 1784, the 
quantity was then generally even leſs than the ſum laſt mentioned; but 
at that time the forcign commerce of the kingdom was not even one half 
of what it is at preſent, as will be ſeen in the account of imports and ex- 

rts inſerted in this report, | ? 

It is not probable that the reduction of bank notes to 8,640,25ol. im- 
mediately previous to the iſſuing the order in council of the 26th February, 
was, owing to any diminution of the demands for them; for at that time the 
merchants of London were ſubje& to diſſiculties, from not being ab'e to 

their bills diſcounted. | | | 

The directors of the bank had, on the 31ſt December 1795, come to a 
reſolution to diminiſh their diſcounts ; but notwithſtanding that re ſolu- 
tion, they did not diminiſh the amount of their diſcounts in the courſe 
of the year 1796, compared with what they were in 1795, but had rather 
3 them, not however to ſuch an extent, as to make them corre- 


ſpond with the wants of the commercial world, A conſiderable degree of 
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diſtzeſs conſequently enſued, which diſtreſs may alſo be imputed to ano- 
ther cauſe, in evidence before the Committee. By law, no man is to take 
more than gl. per cent. intereſt for money lent or advanced by him; and 
this reſtriction is underſtood to apply to bankers in the buſineſs of diſ- 
counting ſo that in time of war, when a much greater intereſt than 

. per cent. can be made of money, _ government ſecurities, the diſ- 
counts which merchants obtain from bankers and other individuals, are 
neceſſarily much diminiſhed, and they are forced, on that account, to re- 
ſort directly to the bank. 

Some of the perſons whom the Committee examined on this part of the 
ſubject, have expreſſed a ſtrong opinion of the inconvenience produced by 
the conduct of the bank, in duniniſhing their notes in circulation, and in 
reſtricting their diſcounts, | | | 

One of theſe perſons is of opinion, that an increaſed quantity of bank 
notes, proportioned to the increaſed occaſion for them, muſt tend to pre- 
vent a demand for guineas rather than to promote it; and that if the 
quantity of notes iſſued is very conſiderably leſs than the occaſions of the 
mercantile world require, a run upon the bank. will be the conſequence, 
He is of opinion alſo, that the directors of the bank do not avail themſelves 
of the full extent of their credit ; and that the caution neceſſary to be ob- 
ſerved by private bankers in the amount of their bills, does not apply to 
the caſe of the bank of England, for ſeveral reaſons which he aſſigns. A 
great quantity of bank notes, in his opinion, is abſolutely neceſſary for 
the circulation of the metropolis ; and that in this reſpect, it is immaterial 
whether theſe notes are iſſued for advances made to government, or in diſ- 
counts to private perſons, except that in the laſt caſe, thoſe whoſe bills 
are diſcounted to a greater extent, may ſuppoſe that mor: relief is granted 
to them, He allows, however, that as the bank diſcounts, even in time 
of war, at 5l. per cent. there may be a greater diſpoſition to borrow of 
the bank at 5]. per cent. than it may be prudent always for the bank to 
comply with, + 

Another of thoſe gentlemen is of opinion, that the reſolution of the 
bank to reſtrict their diſcounts, excited an alarm and diſtruſt that led to 
an increaſe of the drain of their caſh ; chat it has contributed alſo to the 
forced ſale and depreciation of public ſecurities, and to other embarraſſ- 
ments occaſioned by an inſuſficient ſupply of bank notes and caſh ; which 
ſupply has not kept pace with the demand ariſing from the employment 


and circulation of active op particularly for the laſt fifteen months : 


and he alſo is of opinion, that it would not fignify materially to the pub- 
lic, whether the quantum of Bank notes introduced into circulation, was 
created by diſcounting biils for the merchants, or by advances to go- 
vernment. 

The Committee have judged it right to ſtate the cauſes aſſigned by 
theſe gentlemen, of the diſtreſs that has lately prevailed from the want of 
ſuſficient means of circulation in commercial tranſactions: the Committee, 
however, do not mean to decide whether the bank directors might not 
have ſolid reaſons for their conduct in this reſpect, or to convey any opi- 
nion on this doubtful and delicate queſtion ; but conceive it their duty to 
call the attention of the Houſe to a point of ſo great importance, and refer 
the Houſe to the arguments ſtated more at large in the evidence. | 

The Committee have thus gone through the chief points which have 
occurred in their inquiry reſpecting the cauſes Which produced the order 
in counci. of the '26th of February laſt, as reſulting from the evidence 
taken by them, and the accounts laid before them, They ſubmit the ſame - 
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to the confideration of the Houſe; but as the minutes of their roceedings 
are inſerted in the former part of this report, and as the Houſe is thereby 
poſſeſſed of the evidence on the whole of this ſubject, in great detail, the 
members of it will be enabled to ſupply any omiſſions, and to correct any 
defects which may be found in this ſummary; 

The Committee being defirous of confining themſelves to thoſe matter; 
bn which they have thought proper to call evidence, and ſenſible of the 
difficulty (even at all times) of appreciating the extent and influence of 
alarm, forbear from adverting to the effects produced upon the ſtate of 
pecuniary tranſa&ions and circulation, by the apprehenſions of invaſion 
generally prevalent towards the cloſe of the laſt year, and in the beginning 
of the preſent, but of which the operation muſt doubtleſs have been con- 
ſiderable. Nor will they attempt to eſtimate how tar the interruption 
given to the banking operations of many great cotnmercial cities, by the 
troubles and calamities which have agitated Europe, and the entire ruin 
of many commercial houſes and eſtabliſhments, may have tended to de. 
range the accuſtomed courſe and confidence of general circulation, 

The Committee think it ſufficient merely to enumerate conſiderations of 
ſuch general notoriety, and to ſubmit them, without farther obſervation, 
to the wiſdom of the Houſe, 
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